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THE TRANSLATOR'S FOREWORD, 




T his work, laborious as it may appear, has been to me a 
labour of love, an unfailing somcc of solac* and satisf^' 
tioG- During my long y^ars of tanishnisnt to the lux^j 

riant and deadly deserts of Western Africa, and to the dull 
and dreary balf'dcarings of South America, it proved itself a 
a talisman against ennui and despondency. Impossible 
even to open the pages without a vision starting into view; with* 
out drawing a picture from the pinacothek ot ine brain; witnouc 
reviving a host of memories and reminiscences which are not the 
common properry of travellers. howe\^ widely they may Imve 
trs.veiled. From niy dull and comjiiQnpbc^ and respectable 
surroundings, the Jinn bo^e me at once to the bnd of my pre* 
diloctif*n, Arabia, a region so femiliar to my mind that even at 
first sicht, it seemed a reminiscence or some by-gone mecem' 
psychic life in the distant Past. Amin I stood und^ the 
diaphanous skies, in air glorious as mther. whose cve^ btea^ 
raises men's spirits like sparkling wine. Once more I saw tne 
evening star hanging like a solitaire from the pure front of the 
western firmament; and tlie after-glow tranahmiring and trany 
forming, as by magic, the homely and rugged f^^ies or ^ 
scene into a fairy land lit with a light which never shines ot other 
soils or seas. Then would appear the woollen ^ 

black, of the true Badawin, mere dots in the boundlps waste of 
lion*tawny clays and gaEclle'brown gravels, and the camp'orc 
dotting like a glow-worm the village centre. Ptpentiy, ^eetened 
by distance, would be heard the wild weird song of lads and 
lasses, driving or rather pelting, through the gloaming their sheep 
and goats; and the measured chant of the spearsmen gravely 
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stalking behind their charge, the camcU; mingled with the bleating 
of the Eocksand the bellowing of the humpy herds; while the 
lecefflouse Ettted overhead with his tiny shriek, and the cave of 
the jackal resounded through deepening glooms, and—most 
musiol of music—the palm-trees answer^ the whispers of the 
night'breeze with the softest tones of falling water. 

And then a shift of scene. The Shaykhs and “white'beards” 
of the tribe gravely take their places, sitting with outspread skirts 
like hillocks on the plain, as the Arabs say, around the camp'Eie, 
whilst 1 reward their hospitality and secure its continuance by 
reading or reciting a few pag^ of their favourite tales, The 
women and children smnd motionless as silhouettes outside the 
ring; and all are breathless with atteorion; they seem to drink in 
the words with eyes and mouths as well as with ears. The moat 
fantastic flights of fancy, the wildest improbabilities, the most un- 
possiblcafimpossibilities,appear to them utterly natura],mere mat¬ 
ters of every'day occurrence. They enter throughly into each 
phase of feeling touched upon by the author: they take a personal 
pride in the chivalrous nature and knightly prowess of Taj al- 
Muiuk; they are touched with tendem^ by the self'sacrifidng 
love of Asi^; their mouths water as they hear of heaps of un¬ 
told gold given away in largesse like day; they chuckle with de¬ 
light every time a Kid or a Fakir—a judge or a reverend—is 
scurvily entreated by some PSantagruelist of the Wilderness; and, 
despite their nonnal solemnity and impossibility, all roar with 
laughter, sometimes rolling upon the ground till the reader's 
gravity is sotdy tried, at the tales of the garrulous Barber and of 
All and the Kurdish Sharper. To this magnetising mood the 
sole exception is when a radawi of superior accomplishments, 
who sometimes says his prayers, gaculatcs a startling “Asta^- 
faru'llah'—i pray Allah's pardon!—for listening, not to C^Iyi ?3 
“downright lies," but to light mention of the sex whose name b 
never heard amongst the nobility of the Desert. 

Nor was it only in Arabia that the immoatal Nights did me 
such notable service; I found the wildlings of Somali-tod equally 
amenable to its discipline; no one was to the charm and the 
two women-cooks of my caravan, on its way to Haiar, were in¬ 
continently dubbed by my men “Shahraxad" and "Dina^," 

It may be permitted me also to note that this translation is a 
natural outcome of roy Pdgrimage to AI-Medinah and Meccab, 
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Arriving at Aden in the (so-called) winter of 1851 ,1 put up with 
my old and dear friend, Steinhaeuser, to whose memory this 
volume is inscribed; and, when talking over Arabia and the 
Arabs, we at once came to the same conclusion that, while the 
name of this wondrous treasury of Moslem folk-lore is familiar to 
almost ev^ l^glish diild, no general reader is awar? of the 
valuables it contains, nor indeed will the door open to any but 
Arabists. Before parting we agreed to “collaborate" and pTo- 
duce a fuU, complete, unvamiab^, uncastrated copy of the great 
original, my friend taking the prose and I the metrical part; and 
we coiTesponded upon the subject for years. But whilst I was m 
the Brazil, Stembaeuser died suddenly of apople^ at Berne in 
Switserland and, after the .&^on of Anglo-ladm, his valuable 
"MSS, left at Aden were dispersed, and very little of his labours 
came into my hands. 

Thus I was left alone to my work, which progressed StftiLy 
amid a host of obstructions. At length, in the spring cff 1879, 
the tedious process of copying began and the bo^ commenced 
to take finished form. But, during the winter of 1881-82, 1 saw 
in the literary joumab a notice of a new’ version by John 
Payne, well Imown to scholars for his prowess in English verse, 
especially for his translation of ‘‘‘The Poems of Master Frands 
Villon, of Paris." Being then engaged on an expedition to the 
Gold Coast (for gold), which seemed likely to cover some months, 
1 wrote to the “Athenscutn” (Mov. ij, i 83 i) and to Mr. Payne, 
who was wholly unconscious that we were engaged on the same 
vrork, and freely oSered him precedence and possession of the 
field till no longer wanted. He accepted my ofier as frankly, and 
bis priority entailed another delay lasting fill the spring <n 1S85- 
These details will partly account for the lateness of my appearing, 
but there is yet another cause. EVofessional ambition suggested 
that literary labours, unpopular with the vulgar and the tnlf- 
educated, arc not likely to help a man up the ladder of promotion. 
But common sense presently suggested to me that, professionally 
speaking, 1 was not a success; and, at the same time, that 1 Imd 
no cause to be ashamed of my feilurc. In our day, when we live 
under a desporism of the lower “middle-class’' Philiscer who can 
pardon anything but superiority, the pciaes of competitive serv¬ 
ices are monopolised by certain “pets" of the and 

prime favourites of that jealous and potent majority““the 
Mediocrities who know "no nonsense about meriL" It is hard 
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for an outsider to realise how^ perfect is the monopoly of common' 
pbc^ and to comprehend how fatal a stumbling stone that roan 
sets in the way of his own advancement who t^es to think for 
himself, or who knows mote or who does more than the mob of 
gentlemen'cmployes who know very little and who do even less. 

Yet, however behindhand I may be, there ta still ample room 
and verge for an English version of the “Arabian Nights' Enter' 
tainments." 

Our century of translations, popular and vernacular, from 
(Professor Antoine) Galiand's delightful abbreviation and adapta' 
tion (A.D, 1704), in no wise r^resent the eastern original. The 
best and bmt, the Rev, Nlr. Foster's, which is diffuse and ver- 
bose, and Mr. G.Moir Bussey’s, which is a re-correction, abound 
in gallicisms of style and idiom; and one and all degrade a chef' 
d'ceuvre of the highest antbropolo^cal and ethnographical in¬ 
terest and importance to a mere fa^-book, a nice present for 
little boys. 

After nearly a century bad elapsed. Dr. Jonathan Scott (LLJ>. 
H.E LC.'s S., Persian dietary to the G. C. Ben^l; (Cental 
Professor, etc., etc.), printed his “Tales, Anecdotes, and Letters, 
translated from the Arabic and Persian,'' (Cadell and Davies, 
l^Jon, A.D. i^); and followed in tSii with an edition of 
“The Arabian Nights' Entertainments" from the MS. of Edward 
Wortley Montague (in 6 vok, small 8vo, London; Longmans, 
etc.). This work he (and he only) describes as “Car^lly revised 
and occasionally corrected from the Arabic.” The reading public 
did not wholly rejea it, sundry texts were founded upon the 
Scott version and it has beat imperfectly reprinted (4 vok., 8vo, 
Nimmo and Bain, London, 1883). But most men, little recking 
what a small portion of the oti^pnal they were reading, satisfi^ 
themselves with the Anglo-French epitome and metaphrase. Ac 
length in iSjB, Mr. Henry Torrens, B.A., Irishman, lawyer 
C'oF the Inner Temple”) and Ben^l Civilian, took a step in the 
right direction; and began to translate, “The Book of the Thou- 
sand Nights and One Night,” (i vol., 8vo, Calcutta: W. Thacker 
and Co.) from the .Arabic of the .Egyptian {!) MS. edited by Mr 
(aftcDivards Sir)Williaid H. Macnaghcen. The attempt,or rather 
the intention, was highly creditable; the copy was carefully 
moulded upon the model and offered the best example of the 
t'crhacim et hterdtim style. But the plucky authra- knew little of 
Arabic, and least of what is most ^ranted, the dialect of Egypt 
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Rfid Syria. His prose is so comsdentiotis as to offer up Gpiiit at 
the sbiine of letter; and his verse, always wbimsieal, has at tunes 
a manner of Hibernian 'whoop which is coDaicai when it should 
be pathetic. Lastly he printed only one volume of a series which 
completed would have contained nine or ten. 

That amiable and devoted Arabist, the late Edward William 
Lane does not score a success in his “New Tianskrion of the 
Tales of a Thousand and One Nights” (London: Charles Knight 
and Co.. MDCCGXXXIX.) of which there have been four Eng' 
lish editions, besides American, two edited by E. S, Poole, tfe 
chose the abbreviating Bulak Edition; and, of its two hundred 
tales, he has CMoitted about halt' and by far the more charactodatic 
half: the work was intended for “the drawing-room table;” and, 
consequently, the workman was compelled to avoid the “objec¬ 
tionable'" andau^t “approaching to li^ntiousness.'" He converts 
the Arabian Nights into the Arabian Chapters, arhitiarily chang¬ 
ing the division and, worse still, he converts some chapters into 
notes. He tenders poetry by prose and apologises for not omitting 
it altogether: he neglects assonance and he is at once too Orient^ 
and not Oriental enough. He had sm^ strae of Arabic at the 
time—Lane of the Nights is not Lane of the Dictianary—^d his 
pages are disfigured by many childish mistakes. Worst of all, the 
three handsome volumes are rendered unreadable as Sale’s Koran 
by their anglicised Latin, their sesquipedalian un-English words, 
and the stiff and stilted style of half a cctimry ago when our 
prose was, perhaps, the worst in Europe, Their cargo of Modem 
learning was most valuable to the student, hut utterly outof pkoe for 
readersof “ TheNights;“re-published, as these noteshavc been sep¬ 
arately (London, Chatto, 1S83), they arcan ethnological text-booL 

Mr. John Payne has printed, for the Villon Society and for 
private circubtion only, the first and sole complete translation of 
the great compendium, “comprising about four times as much 
matter as that of Galland, and diree times as much as that of 
any other transUtor;" and I cannot btit feel proud that he has 
honcfured me with the dedication of “The Book of The Thou¬ 
sand Nights and One Night.” His v’ersion is most readable; his 
English, with a sub-fiavour of the Mabinogionic archaicism, is 
admirable; and his style dves life and light to the nine volumes 
whose matter is frequently heavy enough. He succeeds admirably 
in the most difficult passages and he often hits upon choice and 
special terms and the exact vernacular equivalent of the foreign 
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word, so happily and so picturesquely chat all future tranalators 
must perforce the same expression under pain of falling far 
short. But the learned and versatile author bound himself to 
issue only five hundred copies* and *'not to reproduce the work in 
its complete and uncastrated form." Consequently his excellent 
version is caviaire to the general—practicadly unprocurable. 

And here I hasten to confess that ample use Km been made of 
the three versions above noted, the whole being blended by a 
culfidd juTictum into a homogenous mass. But in the presence 
of so inany predecessors a writer is hound to show some Tdijori 
d'etre for making a fresh attempt and this I proceed to do with 
due reserve. 

Briefly, the object of this version is to show what ‘‘The Thou* 
sand Nights and a Night" really is. Not. however, for reasons to 
be more fully stated in the Terminal Essay, by straining verbum 
reddere ter bo, but by wnting as the Arab would have written in 
Baglish. On this point I am all with Saint Jerome (Pref. in 
JobumJ “Vcl verbum e verbo, vel sensume sansu, vel ex utroque 
co mmixt um, et medie tempera turn genus transhtianis," My work 
claims to be a faithful copy of the great Sistem Saga'book, by pre* 
serving intact, not only the spirit, but even the mccanique, the 
manner and the matter. Hence, however prosy and long-drawn 
out be the fonnuia, it retains the scheme of The Nights because 
they are a prime feature in the original. The Rawi or reciter, to 
whose wits the task of supplying details is left, well knows their 
ralue: the openings careWly repeat the names of the dra™i£js 
pCTsoTiiE and thus fix them in the bearer's memory. Without the 
Nights no Arabian Nights! Moreover it is necessary to retain the 
whole apparatus: nothing more jU-advised than Dr. Jonathan 
Smtt's strange device of garnishing The Nights with fancy head¬ 
pieces and tail-pieces or the spIitting-up of Galland's narrative 
by m^Iy prehxing “Nuit," etc., ending moreover, with the 
ccxxxivth Night: yet this has been done, apparently with thecon- 
sOTt of the great Arabist Sylvescre de ^cy (T^ns, Ernest Bour- 
din), lyioreov^, holding diat the translator's glory is to add 
Mmething to his native tongue, while avoiding ^e hideous hag" 
hke nakedness of Torrens and the bald literalism of Lane, I have 
c^^uJly Englisiicd the pictures jue turns and novdi fixpressions 
ot the origina .1 in aU their outlandishness; for instance^ when the 
d^t^loud raised by a tramping host is described as ^"waUing 
the horuon. Hence peculiar attention has been paid to the 
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tropes and figures which the Arabic language often padts into a 
single term ^ and 1 have never hesitated to coin a word when wanted, 
sudi as **she snorted and snarked/’ fully to represent the original. 
These, like many in Rabelais, are mere barbarisms unless generally 
adopted; m which case they become d viliised and common currency. 

Despite oWections manifold and manifest, 1 have preserv^ 
the Kmnce or sentences and the prose rhyme and rhythm which 
Easterns look upon as mere music. This “Saj'a,” nr cadence of 
the cooing dove, has in Arabic its spedal duties. It adds a 
sparkle to description and a point to proverb, epigram and dk' 
logue; it corresponds with our “artmJ allireradon" (which in 
places 1 have substituted for it) and, generally, it defines the 
boundaries between the classical and the popul^ styles which 
jostle each ocher in The Nights. If at times it appear strairvcd 
and forced, after the wont ot rhymed prose, the scholar will oh- 
serve that, despite the immense copiousness of assonants and 
consonants in Aiabic, the strain is often put upon it intentionally, 
like the Rims cars of Dance and the Troubadours. This rhymed 
prose may be "un'English" and unpleasant, even irritating to the 
British ear; still 1 look upon it as a sine qud non for a complete 
reproduction of the original, in the Tenmnal Essay 1 shall revert 
to the subject. 

On the other hand when treating the veraical portion, which 
may represent a total of ten thousand lines, I have no: always 
bound myself by the metrical bonds of the Arabic, which are 
artificial in the extreme, and which in ^glish can be mjHi> 
beatable only by a tour de fora. 1 allude especially to the 
raonorhyme, Rtm continiuit or tirude moiwrime, whose monoto' 
nous simplicity was preferred by the Troubadours for threnodies. 
It may serve well for three or four couplets but, when it extends, 
as in the Gharal'Canzon, to eighteen, and in the Kasidah, elegy 
or ode, to more, it must either satisfy itself with banal rhyme' 
words, when the assonants should as a rule be expressive and 
emphatic; or, it must display an ingenuity, a smell of the oil, 
wtueb a^uredly does no: add to the reader’s pleasure. It can 
perhaps be done and it should be done; but for me the 
Das no attractions; 1 can fence better in shoes ttian in sabots.. 
Finally I print che couplets in Arab form separating the hemi' 
stichs by asterisks. 

And now to consider one matter of special impertanoe in the 
book—its turpilo^juium. This stumbling-block is of two kinds. 
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completely distinct. One is the simple, naive and child'like 
indecency which, from Tangiera to Japan, occurs throughout 
general oonversatian of high and low in the present day. It 
uses, like the holy books t? the Hebrews, expresaions 
descriptive of natural situations;'* and it treats in an unoonven-' 
ticmalfy free and naked manner of sut^eccs and matters which 
are usually, by common consent, left undescribed. As Sir 
Will™ Jones observed tong ago, ''that anything natural can be 
offensively obscene never s^ms to have occurred to the Indians 
or to their legislators; a GiDgularity (?) pervading their writings 
and conversation, but no proof of moim depravity,” Another 
justly observes, Les pewplej primitifs n’y eureitdenr pas iruiltcc: ilr 
oppelJent ics cfi oscs ieurj noms et «e ttouveut pas conrhutiTUibte 
ce qui cst niiturel. And they are prying as children. For instance 
the European novelist mairies off his hero and hprnipj* and leaves 
them to consummate marriage in privacy; even Tom Jones has 
the decency to bolt the door. But the Astern story-teller, espe¬ 
cially this unknown ”prose Shakespeare," must usher you, with a 
fiourlsh, into the bridal chamber and narrate to you, with infinite 
gusto, everything he sees and hears. Again we must remember 
that grossness and mdeoency, in feet les mrpitttder, are matters 
of tirac and place; what is offensive in England is not so in 
^ypt; what scandalises us now would have been a came jnke 
tempore £lisce. Withal The Nights will not be found in this 
matter coarser than many passages of Shakespeare, Sterne, and 
Swift, and their undeanness rarely attains the perfection of Alco- 
fcbas Naiser, "divin maitre et atroce cochon." The other element 
is absolute obscenity, sometinics, but not always, tempered by 
wit, humour and drollery; here we have an exaggeration of 
Petronius Arbiter, the handiwork of writers whose ancestry, the 
most religious and the most debauched of mankind, practised 
every abomination before the shrine of the Canopic Goct. 

In accordance with my purpose of reproducing the Nights, not 
urginibus puemqui*, but in as perfect a picture as my powers 
permit, I nave carefully sought out the English equivalent of 
evc^ Arabic word, however Tow it may be or "shocking” to ears 
polite; reserving, on the other hand, all possible delicacy where 
the inoKency is not intentional; and, as a friend advises me to 
state, not exaggerating the vulgarities and the indecendes w^ch, 
indeed, can hardly be exaggerated. For the coarseness and 
crasaness are but the shades of a picture which would otherwise 
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be all lights. The general txmc of The Nights is excepdomlly 
hi gh and pure. Tlie devottooal fervour often rises to the boiliag' 
point of fenatiriain. The pathos is sweet, deep and genuine; 
tender, simple and true, utterly unlike much of our modem tinscL 
Its life, strong, splendid and multitudinous, is everywhere fla^ 
voured with mat unaflected pessimism and constitutional md- 
ancholy which strike deepest root under the bri^test skies 
and which sigh in the taoe of heaven:— 

Vita lEst braninis? ViridiA floriscula 
Sole Orier^te orijens; aok cackatt caJcis- 

PocticsJ justice is Bdutiiiistercd by the Kazf with 

emplary impartiality and severity; ‘‘denoundng ev^ doers and 
eulogising d Wd s admirably aduev^." The mor^ is sound and 
bcalmy; and at times we descry, through the voluptuous md 
libertine picture, vistas of a transcendental morality, the moraUty 
of Socrates in Plato. Subtle oorruptian and covert licentiousness 
are utterly absent; we find more real *‘vice” in many a short 
French roman, say La Etame aux Camelias, and in not a few 
English novels of our day than in the thousands of pages of the 
Arab. Here we have nothing of that most immodest modto 
modesty which sees covert implication where nothing is inmli^ 
and ‘'improper'’ allusion when propriety is not outraged; nor 
do we meet with the Nineteenth Century refinement; innocence 
of ^e word not of the thought; morality of the tongue not of 
the heart, and the sincere homa^ paid to virtue in guise of 
perfect hypocrisy. It is, indeed, ^ unique contrast of a quaint 
dement, childish crudities and nursery ind^rendes and "vain and 
amatorious” phrase jostling the finest ^d lughest views of life 
and character, shown in the kaleidoscopic shimop of the marvel' 
lous picture with many a nch truth in a tale s pcetence , 
pointed by a rough dry humour which compares well with 
*^t;"thealtaiiations of strength and weakness, of pathos and 
bathos, of the boldest poetry (the diction of Job) and the baldest 
prose (tbe Egypcian of to-day); the contact of religicin and 
morality with orgies of Afiican Apuleius and Pecroniu^ 
Arbica:—at dmes takeaway tht reader's breath—and, 
the whole doQiinated tveiywherc by that marvellous Oriental 
fancy, wherein the spiritual and the suf^roaturat are as common 
as the matetiai and the natuiali it is this contrasty I sayi which 
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fonns the chiefest charm of The Nights, which gives it the most 
striking oridnality and which makes it a perfect expositor of the 
medievaJ Moslem mind. 

Explanatory notes did not enter into Mr. Bayne's plan. They 
do with mine: I can hardly imagine The Nights being rad to any 
profit by men of the West without commentary. M y annotations 
avoid only one subjec^ parallels of European fbikdore and 
^bliaux which, however interesting, would overswell the bulk of 
a book whose speciality is anthropology. The accidents of my 
life, it may be said without undue presumption, my long deal' 
ings with Arabs and other Mkhouunedans, and my familiacity 
not only with th^ idiom but with their turn of thought, and with 
that mcial individuality which baffles description, have given me 
certain advantages over the av'Ciage student, however dWply he 
may have studied. These volumes, moreover, afford me a long' 
sought opportunity of noticing practices and customs which in' 
terest alt mankind and which ‘‘Society’' will not hear mentioned. 
Grote, the historian, and Thackeray, the novelist, both lamented 
that the begucwlehcpf their countrymen condemn^ t h^ to keep 
silence where publicity was re-^uired; and that they could not 
even claim the partial licence ofa Fielding and aSmolJett. Hen^a 
score of years ago I lent my best help to the late Dr. James Hunt 
in founding the Anthropological Society, whose presidential 
ch^ 1 test occupied {pp. a-4 Anthropotogjai London. Balliere, 
vol. i.. No. 1, 1873). My motive was to supply travellers with 
^ OTgan which would rescue their observations from tfe outer 
darkness of manusenpt, and print their curious information on 
social and sexu.al matters out of place in the popular book iti' 
tmded forthe Nipptisch and indeed better kept from public 
viw. But, hardly had w'e begun when “Respectebillty," that 
wmted scpulc^ ftiU of all uncleanness, rose up against us. 
ftopnety cried us dovvn with her brazm blatant voice, and 
the wi^k'kneed brethren fell away. Yet the organ was much 
y^ted 3 ^d is wanted still. All now known barbarous tribes 
Africa, -America and Australia, whose inatmets have 
not Iteen overlaid by reason, have a ceremony which they rail 
8 As soon as the boy shows proofs of puberty, 

be his cc^vals are taken in hand by the mediciner and the 
retish^; and, unda pri^tly tuition, they spend montha in the 
h, enduring tiardships and tortures which impress the 
memory rill they have mastered the “theorick and practick" of 
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sodal and sexual relations. Amongst the civilised this fruit of 
the knowledge-tree must be bouglit at the price of the hitteresc 
experience^ and the consequences of ignorance are pec(^arly 
cruel- Here, then, I find at last an opportunity of noticing in 
explanatory notes many details of the text whi<^ would escape 
the reader s observation, and I am confident that they will form 
a repertory of Eastern knowledge in its esoteric phase. The 
student who adds the notes of Lane (“Arabian Society,” etc., 
before quoted) to mine will know as much of the Moslem East 
and more than many Europeans who have spent half their lives in 
Orient lands. For fedHty of reference an index of anthropological 
notes is appended to ea^ volume. 

The reader will kindly bear with the following technical de- 
tails. Stcinhaeuser and I began and ended our work with the 
^t Bulak (“BuL”) Edition printed at the port of Cairo in A.H. 
la^i — A.D,i 835. But wlien preparing my MSS, for prim 
I found the text incomplete, many of the stories being given in 
epitome and not a few ruthlessly murilatad with head or feet 
wanting. Like most Eastern scribes the Editor could not re-' 
frain from ^improvements,” which only debased the book; 
and his sole title to excuse is that the second Bubk Edition {4 
vols- A.H. 1179 = A-D. 1863), despite its being “revised and 
corrected by Sheik Mahommed Qptch Al-Adewi,” is even worse; 
and the same may be said of the Cairo Edit. (4 vols. A.H. 1297 = 
A, D. iSSiX The Calcutta (“Calc,”) Edition, with ten lines of 
Persian premoe by tlie Editor. Ahm^ al'Shirwani (A,D, 1814), 
was cut short at the end of the first two hundred Nights, and 
thus made room for Sir William Hay Macnaghten's Edition 
{4 vols. royal qto) of 1839-42. This (“Mac.”), as by far the least 
corrupt and the most complete, has been assumed for my basis 
with occasional reference to the Breslau Edition (‘'Bres.’’) wretch¬ 
edly edited from a hideous Eg>'ptian MS, by Dr. Maximilian 
Habicht (182.5-43). The Bayiut Text “Alif-Ldla we Leila” 
(4 voIs.gt, 8vo, Beirut, 1881-83) is a mebneholy specimen of The 
Nights taken entirely from the Bubk Edition by one Khalil Sarkis 
and converted to Christianity; beginning without Bismillah, con- 
dnued with scrupulous castration and ending in eimui and dis¬ 
appointment. 1 nave not used this missionary productimi. 

As regards the transliteration of Arabic wor^ 1 deliberately 
rriect the artful and complicated system, ugly and clumsy withal, 
affected by scientific modem (Orientalists, Nor is my sym|athy 
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with their prime object, namely to fit the Roman alphabet for 
supplanting all others. Those who leam languages, and many do 
so. by the eye as well as by the car, well know the advantages cf 
a spedal character to distinguish, for instance, Syriac from At' 
abic, Gujtati from Marathi. A gain this Roman h^d bewitched 
may have its use in purely sdentific and literary works; but it 
would be wholly out of place in one whose purpose is that of the 
novel, to amuse rather than to instruct. Moreov^ the devices 
perplex the simple and teach nothing to the teamed. Either the 
reader knows Arabic, in which case Greek letters, italics and 
“upper case,“ diacritical points and similar typographic oddities 
are, as a rule with some exceptions, unnecessary; or he does not 
know Arabic, when none of these expedients wdll he of the least 
use to him. Indeed it is a matter of secondary consideration what 
system we prefer, provided that we mostly adhere to one and 
the same, for the sake of a consistency whi<^ saves confusion to 
the reader. I have especmlly avoided that of Mr. l^ne, adopted 
by Mr. ^yne, for spedal reasons against which it was vain to 
protest: it represents the debased brogue of Egypt or rather of 
Cairo; and such a v?ord as Kemer (ez'Zeman) would be utterly un' 
pronounceable to a Badawi. Nor have 1 followed the practice of 
my teamed friend. Reverend G. P. Badger, in rniijing bars and 
acute accents ; the former unpleasantly remind man of those hate' 
ful (kctyls and spondees, and the latter should, in my humble 
opinion, be applied to long vowels w?hich in Arabic double, or 
should double, the length of the shorts. Dr. Badger uses the 
acute symbol to denote accent or stress of voice; but such 
appoggio is unknown to those who speak with purest articuk' 
tion ; tor instance whilst the European pronounces Miis<at^, and 
the Arab villager Mafl''bt: the Children of the Waste, “on 
whose tonics Allah desoended,'* articulate Mas'kat. I have 
thCTefore followed the simple system adopted in my “E4I' 
grimage,” md have accented Aratac words only when first 
used, thinking it unnecessary to preserve throughout what is an 
eyesore to the reader and a distress to the printer. In the main 
I follow “Johnson on Richardson,” a work known to every 
Ar^Io'Onentalist as the old and trusty companion of his studies 
early and late; but even here I have made sundry deviations for 
reasons which will Ik explained in the Terminal Essay. As words 
are the embodiment of ideas and writing is of words, so the word 
^ the spoken word; and we should wnte it as pronounced. 
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Strictljr spcakine, the e'sound and the cksoimd (vix. the Italian 
^sound not the^glish which is p^uliar to us and unknown to 
any other tongue) are not found in Arabic, except when the 
figure Tm^tah t mlig es! hcficc they are ^lled “Ya al'h/fejbdl” and 
“Waw ahMajhul” the unknown y (i) and u. But in all tongues 
vowel'sounds, the flesh whidi clothes the bones (consonants) of 
language, arc affected by the consonants which precede and more 
especially which follow them, hardening and softening the 
articulation; and deeper sounds accompany certain letters as the 
sad compared with the sm >. None save a defective 
ear would hold, as Lane does, “Maulid” ( = hirth'fcstival) 
"more properly pronoimced ‘Molid.* Yet I prefer Khokh 
(peach) and Jokn (broad^oth) to Khukh and Jukh; Ohod 
(mount) to LIhud; Obayd (a little slave) to Ubayd; and Hosayn 
(a fortlet, not the P. N. Al-Husayn) to Husayn, As for the 
short c in such w-’ords as **Mcml6k'’ for (a white 

slave), '‘Eshe” for “Asha” (supp^), and "Yemen” for “Ah 
Yaman,” I consider it a flat %yptianism, insufferable to an ear 
which admires the Badawi pronundadon. Yet 1 prefer “Sbclebi” 
(a dandy) from the Turkish Chelebi, to “Shalaoi;” “Zebdani" 
(the Syrian village) to “Zabdaoi," and “Fes and Miknes” (by the 
figure Imalah) to "Fas and MilmSs,” our "Fea and Mequincj:." 

With respect to proper names and untranslated Arabic words 
1 have rejected all system in favour of commnn sense. When a 
term is incorporated in our tongue, I refuse to follow the purist 
and mortify the reader by startling innovation. For instance, 
Aleppo. Cairo and ^ssotah are preferred to Halab, Kahirah and 
Al'Basrah; when a word is hali'oaturalised, h'ke Alcoran or Koran, 
Bashaw or Pasha, w'hich the French write Pacha; and Mahomet 
or Mohammed (for MuhamoMid), the modem form is adopted 
because the more familiar. But 1 see no advantage in ceraining, 
simply because they are the mistakes of a past generation, smm 
words as “Roc” (for Rukb), Khalif (a pretentious blunder for 
Khalifeh and better written Caliph) and “genie” ( = Jinn) a mere 
Gallic corruption, not so terrible, however, as "a Bedouin” 
( = Ba^wi). As little too would I follow Mr. Lane in foisting 
upon the public such Arabtsms as “Khuflf” (a riding'boot), 
"MiJLra'ah”(a palm^tod) and a host of others for which we have 
good English equivalents. On the other hand 1 would use, but 
use sparingly, certain Arabic exclamations, as "Bismiilah” ( = 
in the name of AllahO and “Inshallah” { = if Allah please [), 
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which have special applications and which have been made 
familiar to Eiiclish cars by the genius of Fraser and Morier. 

1 here end tne^e desultory but necessary details to address the 
reader in a few final words. He will not think ligh t!y of my work 
w*hen I repeat to him that with the aid of my annotatjons supple' 
fflenting I^e's, the student wilt readily and pleasantly learn more 
of the h^lem's manners and customs^ laws and rel^on than is 
known to the avera^ Orientalist^ and, if my labours induce 
to attack the text of The Nights be will become master of much 
more Arabic than the ordinary Arab owns. This book is indeed 
a legacy which I bequeath to my fellow-councrymen in their hour 
of need. Over devotion to Hindu, and especially to Sanskrit 
literature, has led them astray from those (sotall^) "Semitic'" 
studies, which are the more requisite for us as they teach us to 
deal successfully with a race mote powerful than any pagins— 
the Moslem. Apparently England is ever forgetting that she is 
at present the greatest Mohammedan empire in the world. Of 
late years she has systematically neglected Arabism and, indeed, 
actively discouiag^ it in examinations for the Indi^ Civil 
Service, where it is incomparably more valuable than Greek and 
Latin. Hen^ when suddenly compelled to assume die reins of 
government in Moslem lands, as Afghanistan in times past and 
Egypt at present, she fails after a fashion which scandalises her 
few (very few) friends; and her crass ignorance concerning the 
Oriental peoples which should most interest her, exposes her to 
the contempt of Europe as well as of the Extern world. When 
the regretable raids of 1883-84, cutminatmg in the miserable af- 
fairs of Tokar, Teb and Tamasi, were made upon the gallant 
Sudani negroids, the Bishaiin outlying Sawakin, who were 
hattli^ for the Holy cause of liberty and religion and for escape 
from Turkish taskmiastcrs and Egyptian tax^cherers, not an 
English official in camp, after the death ofthc gallant and 
lamented Major Morice, was capable of speaking Arabic. Now 
Moslems are not to be ruled by raw youths who should be at 
school and college instead of holding positions of trust and 
emolument. He who would deal with them successfully must 
be, firstly, l^^t and truthful and, seoondiy, familiar with and 
&vourab]y inclined to their manners and customs if not to th^ 
law and reb’gion. We may, perhaps, find it hard to restore to 
England those pristtne viitu^ that tone and temper, which 
made her what she is; but at any rate we (myself and a host of 
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others) C3ri offer her the means of dispelling her i^orance con' 
ceming the Eastern races with whom afe is continually in 
contact. 

In c<^lusion I must not forget to notice that the Arabic oma' 
mentations of these volumes were designed by my excellenc 
friend Yacoub Artm Psasha, of the Ivlims^ of Inatruction, 
Cairo, with the aid of the well'known writing-artist, Shaykh 
Mohammed Muunis the Cairene. My name, Al-Hajj AMuJlah 
{ = the Pilmin Abdallah) was written by an Engli^ callig' 
lapher, the lamented Professor Palmer who found a piemature 
drath almost within sight of Sues. 

RICHARD F. BURTON. 


W-ANDERERS’ ClUB, AugUJt If, iSSf. 










THE BOOK OF THE 


THOUSAND NIGHTS AND A NIGHT 

{ALF LAYLAH JFA LAYLAH.) 

-*— 


Hn t||t ^me of 

tbt Cotnpaegtonatjng^ t|rr Companionate f 

C RAKE BE ro ALLAH * THE BE^EFTCENT KI?CG * THE 
CREATOR OF THE VHtVEHSB * LORD OF THE THREE 
WORLDS • VHO SET UP THE F/RMAME^T WlTHOLfT PILLARS 
Vi ITS STEAD * AND WHO STRETCHED OUT THE EARTH EVEN 
AS A BED • AND GRACE. AND PRATER-BLESSING BE UPON 
OUR LORD MOHAMMED * LORD OF APOSTOUC MEN * AND 
UPON HIS PAMfLT ATtff? OOMPANION-TRAfN * PRATER AND 
BLESSINGS E}iDURI>& AND GRACE WHICH UNTO THE DAT 
OP DOOM SHALL REMAIN * AMEN? * O THOU OF THE THREE 
WORLDS SOVEREIGN^ 

And after wards, Verily the works and words of those gone 
before us have become instano^ and exuDptes to men or our 
modem day, that folk may view what admonishmg chances befel 
other folk and may theri^rom cake warning; and that they may 
peruse the annals of antique peoples and aU that hath bedded 
chem, and he thereby ruled and restrained;—^Praise, therefore, be 
Co Him who hath made the histories of the Past an admonition 
unto the Present! Now of such instances are the talcs called 
Thousand Nights and a Night," together with their ^^iamed 
legends and wonders. Therein it is related (but Allah is All' 
knowing of His hidden things and AU'niling and AU'honoured 
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and All-giving and All-gracious and All-merciful!’) that, in tide 
of yore and in time long gone before, there was a King trf the 
Kings of the Banu Sasan in the Islands of India and China, a 
Lord of armies and guards and servants and dependents,* He 
left only two sons, one in the prime of manhooo and the other 
yet a youth, while both were Knights and Biavesi, albeic the 
elder was a doughtier horseman than the younger. So he suc' 
ceeded to the empire: when he ruled the land and lorded it over 
his lieges with ji^tice so ejsemplary that he was beloved by all 
the peoples of his capital and of hts kingdom. His name was 
Kmg Sl^ry^, and he made his younger brother, Sh^ Zamin 
hight. Kins of Samarcand in Bartanan^nd, These two ceased 
not to abt<fe in their several realms and the law was ever carried 
out in their dominions; and each ruled bus own kingdom, with 
equity and fair-dealing to his subjects, in mrerne soJaoc and 
enjoyment; and this condition continually endured for a score 
of years. But at the end of the twentieth twelvemonth the 
elder King yearned fes a sight of his younger brother and felt that 
he mpst look ujKm him once more. So he took counsel with his 
Waxir^ about visiting him, but the Minister, finding the project 
unadvirable, recommended that a letter be written and a present 
be sent under his charge to the younger brot^ with an invita- 


1 A d^tifciLtiify fftorrarit, used because the vuitcz u js,mn$ to kdiiliK cn 

■ sens cf what 111*7 posMblr be imtruthi 

5 jitc of Siaan'" m rJie fuEdrKti Ssaantiirt ^bosc dynut^r ended with thr ArmbLut 
ComjLtEat. )■. ^AlAnd rjaumh) in Anboc alsa uid cauks 

much fimilakin in enogr^icul matters. 

^Shihrydr isot Skuhrirttf {Ftfriati) = '^City-friend.' 


™ -fujiMcu^ uuu LEI6 Dili. txLK* cnsfign tt to ohRli 

Ruirunin^ Pom^raJia tc K i A!.Ajant dfinfftes all rcQioni niac Atah {Gtiq tiles 0WH»cd 
to Jewsp AnochrJihafc to Ifindui* Tajiks co Turkic etc., ctc,)^ and cspeddly Pttm; 
AJimi (a man bci^ an a^uiiraliMi of ilw Gr. Sw VkA. li., p. 1, 

* Galkiul writoi "VliicT/' « smtehui fimchilkation of a TutkkK mispro- 

nmianonj TornerH, (Alig^D-lTldiIm and LanCj ''WcKcr"'- 

C«rtm): P*]fiw "Viilw- 4ewtiJiii« to hit intern; BurEkhordt 
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tion to vmt the elder, Having accepted this advice the King 
forthwith bade prepare handsome gift^ such as horses with sach 
dies of gcm-encrustcd gold: Mamelukes, or white slaves; beaud' 
ful handmaids, high-breasted virgins, and splendid scuffs and 
costly. He then wrote a letter to Shah Zamn expressing his 
warm love and great wish to see him, ending with these words, 
*‘We therefore hope of the favour and affection of the beloved 
brother that he will condescend to bestir himself and turn his 
lace us-wards. Furthennore we have sent our Wadr to make 
all ordinance for the march, and our one and only desire is to 
see thee ere we die; but if thou delay or disappoint us we shall 
not survive the blow, Wherewith peace be upon thee!" Then 
King Shahryar, having sealed the missive and given it to the 
Wazir with the offerings aforementioned, commanded him to 
shorten his skirts and strain his strength and make all estpedicion 
in going and returning. "Harkening and obedience!" quoth the 
Minister, who IHl to making ready without stay and packed 
up his loads and prepared all ^ requisites without delay. This 
occupied him three days, and on the dawn of the fourth he took 
leave of his King and marched right away, over desert and hill' 
way, stony waste and pleasant lea without halting by night or 
by day. But whenever be entered a realm whose imer was sub' 
ject to his Suzerain, where he was greeted with magnificent gifts 
of gold and silver and all manner of presents fair and rare, he 
would tarry there three days,^ the tenn of the guest'iite; and, 
when he left on the fourth, be would be honourably escorted for 
a whole day's march. As soon as the Wazir drew near Shah 
Zaman's court in Samarcand he despatched to report his arrival 
one of his high officials, who presented himself bnore the King; 
and, kissing ground ^tween his hands, delivered his message. 
Hereupon the King commanded sundry of his Grandees and 
Lords of his realm to fare forth and meet his brother's Wazir at 
the distance of a full day's journey: which they did, greeting him 
les^tfuUy and wishing him all prosperity and forming an escort 
and a procession. When he entered the dty he proceeded 
straightway to the palace, where be presented himself in the 
royal presence; and, after kissing ground and praying for the 
Kmg's health and happiness and for victory over all his enemies. 


■ Thu temi freit-dny, dreu^a^T uid depamii« day} leems to br vi bminct- 
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he iafomed him tb3.t his brother was yearning to see htm , and 
prayed for the pleasure of a visit. He then dcuvexed the letter 
which Shah Zaman took ifom his hand and read: tt contained 
sundry hints and allusions which required thought; but, when 
the King had fully comprehended its impart, he said, '*1 hear 
and I obey the commands of the bebved brother!'' adding to 
the Waair, "But we will not march till aftCT the third day's 
hospitality/* He appointed for the Minister fitting quarters of 
the palace; and, pitching tents for the troops, ntion^ them with 
whatever they might require of meat and drink and other 
necessaries. On the fourth day he made ready for wayfare 
and got together sumptuous presents befitting his elder brother's 
majestyt and stahlished his chief Warir viceroy of the land during 
his ahs^ce. Then he caused his tents and camels and mules to 
brought forth and encamped, with their bales and loads, atterict' 
ants and g^ds. within sight of the dty, in readiness to set out 
next morning for bis brother's capimL But when the night was 
half spent he bethou^t him th:it he bad forgotten in his palace 
somewhat which he should have brought with Kim , so he te' 
turned privily and entered his apartments, where he found the 
Queen. Ids wife, asleep on bis own carpet'bed, embracing with 
both arms a black cook of loathsome aspect and foui with 
kitchen ^ease and grime. When he saw this the w’orld waxed 
black before his sight and he said, "If such case happen while 1 
am yet within sight of the dty what will be the ddng^ of this 
damned whore during my long absence at my Imother's court?" 
So he drew his scymifcir and, cutting the two in four pieces with 
a single blow, left them on the carpet and returned presently to 
his camp without letting anyone know of what had happened. 
Then he gave orders for immediate departure and set out at once 
and began his travel; but he could not help thinking over his 
wife's treason and he kept ever saying to himself, '‘How could she 
do this deed by me? How could she work her own death?," 
till excessive grief seized him, his colour changed to yellow, bia 
body waxed weak and he was threatened with a dangerous 
malady, such an one as bringeth men to die. So the \Vazir 
shortened his stages and tarried bng at the watering-stationsanJ 
did his best to eolace the King, Now when Shah drew 

near the capital of bis brother he despatched vaunt^couriers 
and messengersof glad tidings toannounce his arrival, and Sh:ihry;ir 
came forth to meet him with his Warirs and Emirs and Lords and 
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Grandees of bis realm; and saluted Kim and joyed with exceeding 

t oy and caused the city to be decorated in his honour. When, 
lowe ver, the brothers met, the elder could not but see the change 
of complexion in the younger and questioned him of his case 
whereto he replied. '"Tss caused by the travails of wayferc and 
my case needs care, for I have suffered from the change of water 
and air! but Allah be praised for reuniting me with a brother so 
dear and so rarefy On this wise he dissembled and kept his 
secret, adding, King of the time and Caliph of the tide, only 
toil and moi! nave ting^ my face yellow with bile and hath made 
my eyes sink deep in my head-” Then the two entered the 
capital in all honour: and the elder brother lodged the younger 
in a palace overhanging the pleasure garden; and, after a time, 
seeing his condition still unchanged, he attributed it to his 
separation from his country and kingdom. So he let him wend 
his own ways and asked no questions of him till one day when 
he again said, "O my brother, I see thou art grown weaker of 
body and ydbwer of cdour.” "O my broth^," replied Shah 
Zaman “I have an internal wround:"^ still he would not tell him 
what he had witnessed in his wife. Thereupon Shahryar sum¬ 
moned doctors and surgeons and bade them treat his brother ac- 
cording to the rules of art, which they did for a whole month; 
but their sherbets and potions naught availed, for he would dwell 
upon the deed of his wife, and despondency, instead of diminish' 
ing, prevailed, and Icach^raft treatment utterly failed. One day 
his elder brother said bo him, ‘T am going forth to hunt and course 
and to take my pleasure and pastime; maybe this would lighten 
thy heart," Sh^ Zaman, however, refused, saying, ‘‘O my 
brother, my sou} ycameth for naught of this sort and 1 entreat thy 
favour to suffer me tarry quietly in this place, being wholly 
taken up with my mabdy." So King Shah Zaman passed his 
night in the palace and, next morning, when his brother had 
fared forth, he removed from his room and sat him down at one 
of the lattice-windows overlooking the pleasure-grounds; and 
there he abode dunking with saddest thought over his wife's 
betrayal and burning sighs issued from has tortured breast. 
And as he continued in this case lol a postern of the palace, 
which was carefully kept private, swung open and out of it 
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came twenty slave gfrb surrounding his brother's wife who was 
wondrous ^r, a model of beauty and comeliness and symmetry 
and perfect loveliness and who paced with the grace of a gazelle 
which pantetb for the cooling stream. 'Thereupon Shah Zoman 
drew back from the wrindow, but he kept the bevy m sight espy¬ 
ing them irom a place whence he could not be espied- They 
TOJlced under the very brdcc and advanced a little way into the 
gar^n till they came to a jetting fountain amiddlemoat a great 
basin of water; then they stripped off their clothes and behold, 
ten of them xveie women, concubines of the Kmg, and the other 
ten were white slaves. TTaen they all paired off, each with each: 
but the Queen, who was left alone, presently cried out in a loud 
voice, “'Here to me, O my lord Sae^!" and then sprang wnth a 
drop-leap from one of the trees a big slobbering bke^moor with 
rolling eyes which showed the whites, a truly hideous dgbt.^ 
He walked boldly up to her and threw his arms round her neck 
while she embraced him as warmly; then he bussed her and wind¬ 
ing his legs round hers, as a button-loop clasps a button, he threw 
h^ and enjoyed her. On like wise did the ocher slaves with the 
^Is till all had satisfied their passions, and they ceased not from 
kissing and dipping, coupling and carousing till day be^n to 
wane; when die hdameiukes rose from the damsels' bosoms and 
the blackamoor slave dismounted from the Queen's brost; the 
men resumed their disguises and all, except the negro who 
swarmed up the tree, entered the palace and closed the postern- 
door as before. Now, w’hen Shah Zaman saw this conduct of 
Ids sister-in-law he said in himself, Allah, my calamity is 
Ughcer than this! My brother is a greater King among the kings 
than I am, yet this infamy eoeth on in his very palace, and his 
wife is in love with that filthiest of filthy slaves. But this only 
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showeth that they all do it^ and that theis ia no woman but who 
cuckoldeth her huBband, then the curae of Allah upon one and 
ail and upon the fools who lean against them for support or 
pla<% the rcins of conduct in their hands," So he put away his 
melancholy and despcndency, regret and repine, and allayed his 
sorrow by conatanuy repeating those words, adding, " 'Tis my 
conviction that no man in this world is safe from their uiatice!" 
When suppcT'time came they brought him the trays and he ate 
with votadous appetite, for he had long refrained from meat, 
feeling unable to t«ida any dish however dainty. Then he re- 
turned giateful thanks to Almighty Allah, praising Him and 
blessing Him, and he spent a most restful night, it having been 
long since he had savoured the sweet food of sleep. Next day 
he broke his fast heartily and began to recover health and 
strength, and presently regained excellent condition. His 
brother came back from the oiase ten days after, when he rode 
out to meet him and they saluted each other; and when King 
Shahryar looked at King Shah Zaman he saw how the hue of 
health had returned to him, how his face had waxed ruddy and 
how he ate with an appetite after bis late scanty diet. He won' 
dered much and said, "O my brother, I was so anxious that thou 
wouldst join me in hunting and chasing, and wouldst take thy 
pleasure and pastime in my dominion!" He thanked him and cx' 
cused himself; then the two took horse and rode into the city 
and, when they were seated at their ease in the palace, the food*' 
trays were set before them and they ate their sumciency. After 
the meats were removed and they had washed their hands, King 
Shahryar turned to his brother and said, *"My mind is overcome 
with wonderment at thy condition. I was desirous to cany thee 
w-ith roe to the cimse but I saw thee changed in hue, pale and 
wan to view, anti in sore trouble of mind too. But now Alhani' 
doll)lab—glory be to God !—1 see thy natural colour hath re^ 
turned to thy face and that thou an again in the best of case. 
It was my belief that thy aidmess came of severance from, thy 
family and friends, and absence from capital and country, so I rc' 
framed from troubling thee with further questions. But now 1 
beseech thee to expound to me the cause of thy compbint and 
thy diange of colour, and to explain the reason of thy recovery 
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and die return to the ruddy hue of health which I am wont to 
view, Sospealc out and hide naught!" When Shah Zaman heard 
this he bowed OTOundwards awhile bis head, then raised it and 
said, "'I will tell thee what caused my complaint and my loaa of 
colour; but excuse my acquainting thee with the cause of its 
return to me and the reason of my complete recovery: indeed I 
pray thee not to pre^ me for a reply." Said Shahryar, who was 
surprised by these words, "Let me hear fet what pro- 
duoed thy pdlor and thy poor condition.'’ "Know, then, O my 
brother,"^ rejoined Shah Zaman, "that when thou sentest thy 
Wazir with the invitation to pkee myself between thy bands, 
1 _made ready and marched out of my dry; but presently I 
minded me having left behind me in the paJace a string of jeweb 
intended as a gift to thee, f returned for it alone and found my 
wife on my carpet-bed and in the arms of a hideous black cook. 
So 1 sleyr die twain and came to thee, yet my thoughts brooded 
over this business and i lost my bloom and became weak But 
excuse me if I still refuse to tell thee what was the reason of my 
complexion returning.Shahryar shook his head, marvelling with 
extreme marvel, and with the fire of wmth flaraing up from bis 
heart, he aried, '''Indeed, the malice of woman is mighty!" Then 
he took refuge from them with Allah and said, 'Mn very eooth, O 
my brother, thou bast escaped many an cadi by putting thy 
to death,' and right excusable were thy wrath and grief for such 
mishap which never yet bclel crowned King like thee. By Allah, 
had the case been mine, I would not have been satisfied without 
slaying a thousand women and chat way madness lies! But now 
praise be to .■Mlah who hath tempered to thee thy tribulation, and 
needs must thou acquaint me with that which so suddenly re- 
stored to thee cmnplexion and health, and explain to me what 
causeth this concealment." "O King of the Age. again I pray 
thee c.xcuse my so doing!" “Nay, but thou must." "I fear, O 
my brother, lest the reatal cause thee more anger and sorrow 
than a^cted me." "That were but a bettor reason," quoth 
Shahryar, "for celling me the whole history, and I conjure thee 
by Allah not to keep back aught from me." Thereupon Shah 
Zaman told him all he had seen, from commencement to con- 
elusion, ending with these words, "When 1 beheld thy calamity 
and the treason of thy wife, O my brother, and I reflected that 
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thou art in years my senior and in sovereignty my superior, 
own sorrow was belittled by the cocoparieon, and my min^l 
reOTvered tone and temper: so throwing off melancholy and 
despondency. 1 was able to eat and drink and sleep, and thus 
I speedily regained health and strcn^. Such is the truth and 
the whole truth. When King Shahryar heard this he waxed 
wroth with exceeding wrath, and rage was like to strangle him; 
but presently he recovered himself and said, “O my brother, I 
would not give thee the lie in this matter, but 1 cannot credit it 
till 1 see it with mine own eyes." "An thou wouldst loc^ upon 
thy calamity," quoth Shah Zaman, "'rise at once and make ready 
again for hunting and coursing,’ and then hide thyself with me, so 
shalt thou witness it and thine eyes verify it," "True," 
quoth the King; whereupon he let make prockmtidn of his in' 
t^t to travel, and troops and tents fared forth witliout the 
city, camping within sight, and Shahryar sallied out with them 
and took seat amidmost his host, bidding the slaves admit no man 
to bin- When night came on he summoned his Warir and sa id 
to him, "'Sit thou in my stead and let none wot of my absence till 
the term of three days." TTien the brothers disguised themselves 
and returned by night with all sedrecy to the palace, where they 
pas^ the dark hours: and at dawn they seated themselves at the 
lattice overlooking the pleasure grounds, when presently the 
Qu^n and her handmaids came out as before, and paating nnrW 
the windows made for the fountain. Here they stripped, ten 
of them being men to ten women, and the King's wife cried our. 
Wh ere art thou, O Saeed?" The hideous blackamoor dropped 
tram the tree straightway; and, rushing into her arms wimout 
stay or deby. cried out, "I am Sa'ad abDin Saoodl"^ The lady 
laughed heartily, and all foil to satisfying their lusts, and re- 
mained so occupied for a couple of hours, when the white sbves 
rose up from the handmaidens' breasts and the bbekamoor dtV 
mounted from the Queen's bosom: then they went into the basin 
and, after performing the Ghusl, or complete ablution, donned 
their dresses and retired as they bad done before. When 
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Shabryar saw cbis infamy of his wife and concubines he became 
as one distraught and be cried outj ‘*Ordy in utter solitude can 
man be safe from the doings of this vile world! By Ailah, life 
is naught but one great wrong.'' Presently he added, “Do not 
thwart me^ O my brother, in what 1 propose;" and the other 
answered, "I will not>" ^ he said, "Let us up as we are and 
depart forthright hence, for we ha ve no concern with Kingship, 
and let us overwander Allah's ^rth, worshipping the Almighty 
til) we hnd some one to whom the like (sJamity hith happened; 
and if we find none then will doith be more welcome to us than 
life.” So the two btothcra issued from a second private postern of 
the palace; and they never stinted way^ng by day ana by night, 
until they reached a tree a'middle of a meadow Imd by a spring 
of sweet water on the shore of the salt sea. Both drank of it 
and sat down to take their rest; and when an hour of the day 
had gone by, lo! they heard a mighty roar and uproar in the 
middle of the main as though the heavens were falling upon the 
earth: and the sea brake with waves before them, and from it 
towered a black pillar, which grew and grewr till it rose skywards 
and began making for that meadow. Seeing it, they waxed 
fearful exceedingly and climbed to the top of tl^ tree, which was 
a lofty; whence they gased to see what might be the matter. 
And behold, it was a huge of height and burly of breast 

and bulk, broad of brow and black of blee, bearing on his head a 
coffer of crystal. He strode to land, wading through the deep, 
and coining to the tree whereupon were the two Kings, seat^ 
himself beneath it. He then set down the coffer on its bottom 
and out it drew a casket, with seven padlocks of steel, which he 
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unlocked with seven keys of steel he tod: from bieside his thighs 
and out of it a young lady to come was seen, white'skinned ana of 
wihsomest mien, oTstature fine and thin, and bright as though a 
moon of the fouartccnth night she had been, or the sun raining 
lively sheen. Even so the poet Utayyah hath eiDeUencty said;— 

She rose Iiic tlie mfitn as sbe shooe through the night * * And she gilded the 
grove with her gracious si^t: 

Frotn her Tadiance the aan taJi^ increase when * She unvdkth and shsmrth 
the tnoonshine brij^e, _ 

Bow down all beiogs be tw e en her hands ’ As she showvth chann* with net 
veil undight. 

And she Ssodeth dcies^ with ccrteEit tears * Whm she iUsbeth her la* of 
teveri'light. 


The Jiimi seated her under the tree by his side and looking at her 
said, “O choicest love of this heart df mine! O dame of nobleat 
line, whom 1 snatched away on thy hride^ight that none mijiht 
prevent me taking thy maidenhead or tumble thee before 1 did, 
and whom none »ve myself hath loved or hath enjoyed; O my 
sweetheart! I would lief sleep a little while.” He then laid 
his head upon the lady's thigb; and, stretching out hia legs which 
extended down to the sea, slept and snored and snarked like the 
roll of thunder. Presently she raised her head towards the tree* 
top and saw the two Kings perched near the summit; then she 
s^ly lifted off her bp the Jinni's pate which she was tired of 
supporting and placed it upon the ground; then standing upright 
under the tree signed to the Kings, “Come ye down, ye two, and 
fear naught from fht<; Ifrit.’”* They were in a terrible fright when 
they found that she had seen them and answered her in the same 
manner, “Allah upon thee* and by thy modesty, O bdy, excuse 
us from coming down I" But she rejoined by saying, “ Albh upc^ 
you both, that ye come down forthright, and if ye come not, I will 
rouse upon you my husband, this Ifrit, and he shall do you to die 
by the illest of deaths;^’ and she continued making signals to 
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them. So, being afraid, they came down to her and ehc rose bc' 
fore them and said, '"'Stroke me a strong stroke, without stay or 
delay, otherwase will I arouse and set upon you this Iffit who 
fihai] slay you straiehtway." They said to her, *'0 our lady, we 
conjure thee by Allah, let us off this work, for we axe fugitives 
from such and in e 3 ttreme dread and terror of this thy husband. 
How then can we do it in such a way as thou desircst?” “Leave 
this talk;it needs must be so;" quoth she, and she swore them fay 
Him’ who raised the skies on high, without prop or pillar, that, 
if they worked not her will, she would cause tliem to be slain 
and east into the sea. Whereupon out of fear King Shahrpr said 
to King hhah Zaman, "O my brother, do thou what she biddeth 
thee do;" but he replied, "I will not do it till thou do it before I 
do.*’ And they began disputing about frittering her. Then quoth 
she to the twain, "How is it I see you disputing and demurring; 
if ye do not oorae forward Eke men and do the deed of kind ye 
two, I will arouse upon you the Ifrit/’ At this, by reason of their 
sore dread of the Jinni, both did bv her what she bade them do; 
and, when they had (hsmountea from her, she said, “"We!] 
done!" She then took from her pocket a purse and drew out a 
knotted string, whereon were strung Eve hundred and seventy* 
seal rinp, and asked, "Know ye w'hat be these?" They an¬ 
swered her saying, “ We know not!" Then quoth she; “"Thrae be 
the signets of five hundred and seventy men who have all 
frittered me upon the horns of this foul, this foolish, this filthy 
Ifrit; so give tne also your two seal rings, ye pair of brothers." 
When they had drawn their two rings from their han^ and given 
them to her, she said to them. "Cff a truth this Ifrit bore me off on 
my btide-night, and put me into a casket and set the casket in a 
coffer and to the coffer he affi.\ed seven strong padlocks of steel 
^d deposited me on the deep IxS'ttom of the sea that raves, dash¬ 
ing and dashing with waves; and guarded me so that I cnight re- 
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main cliaate and honest, quotha 1 that none save brnself ought 
have connexion with me. But 1 have lain under as many o^y 
kind as I please, and this wretched Jinm wotteth not that Des* 
tiny may net be averted nor hindered by aught, and that wtotw 
woman willeth the same she Mkth however man mUetb. 
Even so saith one of them : — - 


Eltly not on woroen; 

Whoee joys and whose sotTOWS 
Lying bve they will swear dwt 
Take YusuP for ample 
Iblis'' ousted Adam 


Tnist rat to their hearts. 

Art hung to tbeir parts! 
iHTmace guila ne'er deportt; 
■Ware slei^ts aad 'ware smirtsl 
ye not^ thio* cheir arts. 


And another saith:— 

Stmt thy blame, maul Twill drive to a.passion without bound; ■ My fault is 

notsoheavyjis fiiultin tthastfoumL 

ti trui: Jowr I becamt, then to ine thoe oomfith not Save wtat happeaso 

unto many in the by-^e staund. * „ r i j-r i 

For wonderful I# he and right worthy of our praise * Who from wiles oi temaie 
wits kept hnn safe and kept him souni 

Hearing these words they marvelled with exceeding marvel, ^d 
she went from them to the lirit and, taking up hi& head on her 
thigh as before, said to them softly/'Now wend your ways and 
bear voiirsclvcs beyond the bounds of his So th^y fai^d 

forth saying either to other, Allah! Allah I and, ^ 

Klajesty and there be no hdight save in Allah, the Glorious, the 
Great; and with Him we seek refuge from women's malice and 
sleight, for of a truth it hath no mate in might. Consider, O my 
brother, the ways ot this marvellous lady with an Ifrit who is so 
much more powerful than we are. Now since them hath ha(v 
pened Co him a greater mishap than that which befel us and 
which should bear us abundant con^lacion, so return we to our 
countries and capitals, and let us decids never to mcennaiTy with 
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wamankind and presently we will show them what will be our 
action." Thereupon they rode back to the tents of King 
S hahr yar, which they reached on the morning of the third day; 
and, having mustered the Watirs and Emirs, the Chamberlains 
and high omciais, he gave a robe of honour to his Viceroy and 
issued orders for an immediate return to the city. There he sat 
him upon his throne and sending for the Chid' Minister, the 
father of the two damsels who (Inshallah!) will presently be 
mentioned, he said, *‘I command thee to take my wife and smite 
her to death; for she hatii broken her plight and her faith.” So he 
carried her to the place of execution and did her die. Then King 
Shahryar took brand in hand and repairing to the SerragHo slew 
all the concubines and thdr Mamelukes.’ He also sware himself 
by a binding oath that whatever wife he married he would abate 
her maidenhead at night and slay her nest morning to make sure 
of his honour; “For," said he, “■there never wras nor is there one 


chaste woman upon face of earth,” Then Shah Zaman prayed for 
permission to fare homewards; and he \ven: forth equipped and 
escorted and travelled till he reached his own country. Mean- 
while Shahry'ar oaminanded his Waiir to bring him the bride of 
the night that he might go in to her; so he produced a most 
beautiiul girl, the daughter of one of the Emirs and the King went 
in unto her at eventide and when morning dawmed he bade his 
Minister strike off her head; and the Wasar did accordingly foe 
fear of the Sultan. On this w’ise he continued for the space of 
three years: ma^ii^ a maiden every night and killing her the 
next morrung, till folk raised an outcry against him and cursed 
him, praying Allah utterly to <^troy I™ and his rule; and 
women made an uproar and mothers wept and parents fled with 
their daughters till there remained not in the city a young person 
fit for carnal copulation. Presently the King ordered his Chief 
Wa^ir, the sime who was charged with the e.xocutions, to bring 
him a virgin as was his wont; and the Minister went forth and 
searched and found none; so be returned home in sorrow and 
an-tiety fearing fo his life from the King. Now he had two 
daughters, Sn^acad and Dunylz 5 d hight,* of whom the 
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elder had perused the books, annals and legends of preceding 
Kings, and the stories, examples and instances of by-gone men 
and ttogs; indeed it was said that she had colfecced a thousand 
hooks ofli^tories relating to antique rao£S and derarted rulers. 
She had perused the works of the poets and knew them by he^; 
she had studied philosophy and the scienop, arts and accomplish' 
merits: and she was pleasant and polite, wdse and witty, w^ read 
and well bred. Now on that day she said to her iather, “Why 
do I see thee thus changed and laden w-ith cark and care? CoH' 
rrming this matter quoth one of the poets;— 

Tdl mrhofto hath soiTOw * Grttf tKVw shiU ksc^ 

E*«i as py hath no mocnow * So w« ahall @5 post-*' 

When the Waiir heard from his daughter these words he related 
to her, from first to last, all that had happened between him and 
the King. Thereupon said she, “By Allah, O my father, how 
long shall this sbxjghter of women endure? Shall 1 tell thee what 
is in my mind in order to saxne both sides from dcstn^on?" 
“Say on, O my daughter,” quoth he, and quoth she, “1 wish thou 
w^ouldst give me in marriage to this King Shahryar; cither 1 shall 
live or I be a ransom for the virdn dau^ters of Mcffilema and 

the of their deliverance fitotn his hands and thine. ' Allah 
upon thee!" cried he in wrath exceeding that lacked no feeding, 
“O scanty of wit, expose not thy life to such penl! How durst 
thou address me in words so wide fix>m wisdom and unTar from 
foolishness? Know that one who beketh experience tn worldly 
matters readily falleth into mtsfortuoe; and whoso considcreth 
not the end keepeth not the world to friend, and the vul^r 
aay;—| was lying at mine ease; nought but tny officio^ncss 
brought me unease." **Needs must thou, she broke in, make 
me a doer of this good deed, and let him kill me an he will; I shall 
only die a ransom for others." “O my daughter, asked he, and 
how shall that profit thee when thou shalt have thrown away 
thy life?" and she answered, “O my father it must be, come of it 
what will!" The Watir was ag?in moved to fury and blamed and 
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reproached her, ending wicb, “In very desd 1 fear lest the same 
befal thee which befel the Bnll and the Ass with the Husband¬ 
man." “And what," asked she, “befei them, O my father?" 
Whereupon the Waeir began the 


Tale of die Sull^ dnd the Ass, 

Know', O my daughter, that there was once a merchant who 
owned much money and many men, and who was rich in cattle 
and camels; he had also a wife and ^unily and he dwelt in the 
country, being experienced in husbandry and devoted to a^cuh 
ture. Mow Allah Most High had endowed him with under' 
standing the tongues of beasts and birds of every kind, but under 
pain of death if he divulged the gift to any. So he kept it secret 
for very fear. He had in his cow-house a Bull and an Ass each 
tethered in his own stall one hard by the other. As the merchant 
was sitting near hand one day with his servants and his children 
were playing about him, he htard the Bull say to the Ass, “Hail 
and health to thee O Father of Waking F for that thou enjoyest 
rest and good ministering; all under thee is clean-swept and fresh' 
sprinklecr; men wait upon thee and feed thee, and thy provaunt is 
sifted barley and thy drink pure spring-water, w’hile I (unhappy 
crature!) am led forth in the midole ot the night, when they set 
on my neck the plough and a something called Yoke; and 1 tire 
at cleaving the earth from dawn of day tul set of sun. I am forced 
to do more than I can and to bear all manner of ill-treatment 
night to night; after which they take me back with my aides tom, 
^ neck flayed, my tegs aching and mine eyelids sored with tears. 
Then they shut me up in the byre and throw me beans and 
crushed-straw,* * mixed with dirt and chaiF; and I lie in dung and 
filth and foul sdnks through the livelong night. But thou art ever 
in a place swept and sprinkled and cleansed, and thou art always 
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lying at ease, save when it happens (and seldom enough!) 

^ master hath some busing, when he mounts diee and ddes 
thee to town and returns with thee forthright. So it happens 
that I am toiling and distrest while thou tahest thine ease and 
thy rest* * thou sleepest w'hik I am sleepless^ 1 hunger still while 
thou eatest thy fill, and 1 win contempt while thou winnest good 
wilL" \VTjcn the Bull ceased speaking, the Ass tumca tO' 
wards him and said. ‘*0 Broado'''firou:d O thou lost one! he 
lied not who dubbed thee BuU'head, for thou, O fethcr of a 
Bull, hast neither forethought nor contriranee; thou art the 
simplest of simpletons,* and tbou knowest nau^t of good ad' 
visers. Hast thou not heard the saying of the wise:— 

For otliers th«se hardships and Libours I beat * And tbdns is the plosure 
and mine is the i:are; 

A» the bleacher who bkeketh bis brow in the sun * To whiten the laiuient 
whkh other men wear.* 

But thou, O fool, art tull of zeal and thou toilest and modest 
before the master; and thou tearest and wearest and slayest thy- 
self for the comfort of another. Hast thou never heard the saw 
that saith. None to guide and from the way go wide? Thou 
wendest forth at the call to dawn-prayer and thou retumest not 
till sundown; and through the livetong day thou endurest all 
manner hardships; to wit, beating and Selabourmg and bad Ian' 
guage. Now hearken to me. Sir Bull! wrhen they tie thee to thy 
stinking manger, thou pawest the ground with thy forehand and 
lasbest out with thy hind hoofs and pushest with thy horns and 
bellowest aloud, so they deem thee contented. And w^hen they 
throw thee thy fodder thou Vilest on it with greed and hastenest 
to line thy hk fat paunch, But if thou ac^t my advice it will 
he better for thee and thou wilt lead an easier life even than mine. 
When thou goest a-lield and they lay the thing called Yoke on 
thy neck, lie down and rise not again though haply they swinge 
thee; and, if thou rise, lie down a second time; and when they 
bring thee home and offer thee thy beam, fall backwards and only 
sniff at thy meat and withdraw thee and taste it not, and be saris' 
fied with thy crushed straw and chaff; and on this wise feign thou 
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art Sick, and cease not doing thus for a day or two days or even 
three days, so shalt thou have rest from roil and moil." When 
the Bull heard these words he Imew the Ass to be his friend and 
thanked him, saying, "Right is thy rede:" and prayed that all 
blessings mi^t reiquite him, and cried, "O Father Wakener!' thou 
hast made up for my failings." (Now* * the merchant, O my 
daughter, understood all that passed between them.) Ne.xt day 
the driver took the Bull, and settling the plough on his neck,’ 
made him work as wont; but the Bull began to shirk his plough' 
ing, according to the advice of the Aj^, and the ploughman 
drubbed him till he broke tlm yoke and made df; but the man 
(^ught him up and lathered him till he despaired of his life. Not 
the less, however, would he do nothing but stand still and drop 
dowTi till the evening. Then the herd Ted him home and stabled 
him in his stall; but he drew back from his manger and neither 
stamped nor ramped nor butted nor bellowed as he was wemt to 
do; whereat the man wonJered. He brought him the beans and 
husks, but he at them and left them and lay down as far 

from them as be could and passed the whole night fasting, ITie 
peasant came next morning; and, seeing the manger fiiU of beans, 
the Crushed'S tiaw untasted and the os lying on his back in sot' 
nest plight, with legs outstretched and swollen belly, he was 
concerned for him, and said to himself, "By Allah, he bath 
assuredly sickened and this is the cause w^hy he would not plough 
yesterday." Then he went to the merdiant and repotted, “O 
my master, the Bull is ailing; he refused his fodder bst night; nay 
more, he hath not tasted a scrap of it this morning." Now the 
merchant'farmer understood what all this meant, beca u se he had 
overheard the calk between the Bull and the Ass, so quoth he, 
"Take that rascal donkey, and set the yoke on his neck, and bind 
him to the plough and make him do Bull s worL" TTieieupcn 
the plouglman took the Ass, and worked him through the live¬ 
long day at the Bull's task; and, when he failed for weakness, 
he made him eat stick till his ribs were sore and Ws sides were 
sunken and his neck was flayed by the yoke;and when he camehone 
in the evening he could hardly drag his limbs along, cither fme- 
hand or hind legs. But as for the Bull, he had passed the day 
lying at full length and had eaten his fedder with an excellent 

* Ar*hr "‘Abu i» hirilf cquiir^kTit wnh '’Ptir rEvalld.” 

* In Arthf the *?■ i p;rTctif h&ft. 

* In tfcc nrafcr E«if tiw Itijlit Htt]c plough k carried ifidd bf Lhe hijii or u. 






Tale or tjib Bull and the Ass. 


ig 

appetite, and he ceased not calling down blessings on die for 
bis good advice. unJmowing what had come to him on his ac¬ 
count. So when night set in and the Ass returned to the byre the 
Bull rose up before hint in honour, and said, *‘May good tiding? 
gbdden thy heart, O Fadicr Wakencr* through thee 1 have 
rested all this day and I have eaten my meat in peace and 
quiet." But the Ass returned no reply, for wrath and heart¬ 
burning and fatigue and the beating be had gotcent and he 
repented with the most mevous of repentance; and quoth 
he to himself: "This cometh of my folly in giving good counsel; 
as the saw saith, I was in joy and ghdness, nought save 
my officiousness brought me this sadness. But J will bear in 
min d my innate worth and the nobility of my nature; for 
what saith the poet? 

Shall the beautiful hue of the flaail' fed * Tho' the hatdea fopt oV the Basd 

CTSlwl? 

And then^^spider and fly be i» denitens * SbM disgrace attach to tbe 

The I ken. dull have cortOicy * But the pcarrs dear drop, ahalJ 

its value fell? 

And now I must take thought and put a trick upon him and 
return him to his place, else I die.” Then he went aweary to his 
manger, while the Bull thanked him and blessed him. And even 
50 ,0 my daughter, said the Waur, thou wilt die for bek of wits; 
thCTcfoK sic thee still and say naught and expose not thy life to 
such stress; for, by Allah, I offer thee the best advi<^ which 
Cometh of my affection and kindly solidtude for thee.^* my 
father," she answered, "needs must I bo up to this King and be 
married to him." Quoth he, "Do not this deed;” and quoth she, 
"Of a truth I will:” whereat he rejoined, "If thou be not silent 
and bide still 1 will do with thee even what the merchant did 
with his wife.” "^And what did he? asked she. Know then, 
answered the W^atir, that after the tetum of the Ass the mer- 
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chanc caxne out on the terracc-roof ’with his wife and famiJy^ for 
ic was a moonlit night and the moon at its ilill. Now the ter-' 
race overlooked the cowhouse and presently, as he sat there with 
his children playing about him, the trader beard the Ass say to 
the Bull, "Tell me, O Father Bread o' Brow, what thou puT' 
posest to do tO'Cttorraw?” The Ball answered, "What but con' 
tinue to follow thy counsel, O Aliboron? Ind^d it was as gotxl 
as good could be and it hath given me rest and repose; nor \ 3 ^ 1 
now dep^ from it one tittle r so, w'hen they bring me my meat, 
1 will reluse it and blow out my belly and counterfeit crank." 
The Ass shook Ids head and said, "Beware of so doing, O Fa^er 
of a Bull!" The BuU aske^ "Why,” and the Ass answered, 
"Know that I am about to give thee the best of counsel, for verily 
1 heard our owner say to the herd. If the Bull rise not from his 
place to do his work this morning and if he retire from bis fodder 
this day, make him over to the butcher that he may slaughter 
him and mve his flesh to the poor, and fashion a bit of leather' 
from his hide. Now I foar for thee on account of this. So take 
my advice ere a calamity befal thee; and when they bring thee 
thy fodder eat it and rise up and bellow and paw the ground, or 
our master will assuredly slay thee: and peace be with thee!" 
Thereupon the Bull arose and towed aloud and thanked the Ass, 
and said, “To-morrow I will readily go forth with them;" and 
be at once ate up all his meat iind even licked the manger, (All 
this took pbee and the owner was listenine to their talk,) Next 
moaning the trader and his wife went to the Bull's crib and sat 
down, and the driver came and led forth the Bull who, seeing his 
owner, W'hisked his tail and brake wind, and frisked about so 
lustily that the merchant laughed a loud laugh and kept laughing 
till he fell on his back. His wife asked him, "Whereat laughcat 
thou with such loud laughter as this?"; and he answered her, “I 
laughed at a seacret something which I have beard and seen but 
cannot say lest I die my death." She returned, "Perforce thou 
must discover it to me, and disclose the cause of thy laughing 
even if thou come by thy death!" But he rejoined, “I cannot re' 
veal what beasts and birds say in their lingo for fear I die." 
Then quoth she, "By Allah, t^u liestl this is a mere pretext: 
thou laughest at none save me, and now thou wouldest hide 
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eomewhat from me. But by the Lord of the Heavens! an thou 
disclose not the cause I will no longer cohabit with thee: I wiU 
leave thee at once," And she sat down and cried. Whereupon 
quoth the merchant, "Woe betide theet what meam thy weep' 
ing? Fear Allah and leave these words and query me no more 
questimis." "Needs must thou tel! me the cause of that laugh, 
said she, and he replied, "Thou wettest that when I prayed 
Allah to vouchsafe me understanding of the tongues of beasts and 
birds, 1 made a vow never to disclose the secret to any under 
pain of dying on the spot." "No matter," cried she, "teil me 
what secret passed betvifcen the Bull and the Ass and die this 
very hour an thou be so minded;" and she ceased not to impof' 
tunc him till he was w-om out and clean distraught. So at bst he 
said, ‘^'Summon thy father and thy mother and our kith and kin 
and sundry of our neighbours," which she did: and he sent for the 
Kaai‘ and his assessors, intending to make his will and reveal to 
her his secret and die the death; for he loved her with love ei' 
ceeding because she was his cousin, the daughter of his father's 
brother, and the mother of his children, and he had lived with her 
a life of an hundred and twen^ years. Then, having assembled 
all the family and the folk of his neighbourhood, he said to them, 
"By me tliere hangech a strange story, and 'tis such that if I dis' 
cover the secret to any, I am a dead man." Therefore quoth 
every one of those present to the woman, "Allah upon thee, 
leave this sinful obstinacy and recognise the right of this matter, 
lest baply thy husband and the lather of thy children die." But 
she tejoined, "1 will not turn from it till he tell me, even chough 
he come by his death." So they ceased to urge her; and the 
trader rose from amongst them and repaired to an out'housc to pet' 
form Wusu-ablurion,* and he purposed chereafter to return and to 
tell them his secret and to die. Now, daughterShahramd, that met' 
ch^t had in his out'houses some fifty hens under one cock, and 
whilst making ready to farewell his folk be heard one of his many 
farnKiogs thus address in his own tongue the Cock, who waa 
Sapping hia wings and crowing lustily and jumping from erne 
hen’s hack to another and treading all in turn, saying "O Chanti- 
deer! how mean is thy wit and how shameless is thy conduct! Be 
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he disappointed who brought thee upl^ Art thou not ashamed 
of thy doings on such a day as this!'^ *^And what," asked the 
Rooster, **l^th occurred this day?" when the E>og answered, 
"Dose thou not know that our master is this day makmg ready 
for his death? His wife is resolved that he shall disclose the se^ 
cret taught to him by Allah, and the moinent he so doeth be shail 
surely die. We dogs are all a'mouming; but thou clap^t thy 
wings and clarionest thy loudest and treadest hen after hen. h 
this an hour for pastime and pleasuring? Art thou not 
ashamed of th yself? “Then by Allah, ” quoth the Cock, *’is our 

master a lack'Wit and a man scanty of suise: if he cannot manage 
matters with a single wife, his life is not worth prolonging. Now 
I have some fifty Dame Fhrtlets; and I please this and provoke 
that and starve one and stuff another; and through my go^ 
governance they are all well under my control. This ow master 
pretended) to wit and wisdom, and he hath hut one wife, and 
yet knoweth not how to manage her." Asked the Dog, “What 
then, O Cock, should the master do to win clear of his strait?” 
“He should arise forthright,” answered the Cock, “and take jai mr 
twigs frOTn yon mulbary'tree and give Ikc a regular teck-* 
basting and rib-roasting till die ay:^f repent, O my lord! I 
will never ask thee a question as long as 1 livel Then let him 
beat her once more and soundly, and when He shall have done 
this he shall sleep free from care and enjoy life. But this 
of ours owms neither sense nor judgment." “Now, daughter 
Shahramd,” continued the Warir, ‘T will do to as did rhat 
husband to that wife," Said Shahramd, “And what did he do?” 
He replied, "Wlien the merchant heard the wise words spoken 
by his Cock to his Dpg, he arose in haste and sought his wife's 
chamber, after cutting for her some mulberry-twigs and hiding 
them there; and then he called to her, “Come into the closet that 
1 may cell thee the secret while no one seeth me and then die,” 
She entered with him and he locked the door and came down 
upon her with so sound a beating of back and shouldersi, riN, 
arms and legs, saying the while, “Wilt thou ever be asking ques- 
tions about what concemetb thee not?” thit she was w^ nigh 
senseless. Presently she cried out, *‘1 am of the repentant! By 
Allah, [ will ask thee no more questions, and ind^ I repent 
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sincerely and wholesomdy/' Then she kissed his hand and 
feet and he led her out of the room submissiveas a wife should be. 
Her parents and all the company rejoiced and sadness and moum^ 
ing were chan^d into joy and gladness. Thus the loerchant 
Icamt iamily discipline from his Cock and be and his wife lived 
together the happiest of lives until death. And thou also, O 
my daughter!" continued the Wasir, "Unless thou turn from 
this matter I will do by thee w'hat thit trader did to his wife." 
But she answered him with much decision, "I will never desist, 
O my father, nor shall this tale change my purpose. Leave such 
talk and tattle. 1 ^nll not listen to my words and, if thou deny 
me, 1 will marry myself to him despite the nose of thee. And 
first I will go up to the King myseli and alone and I will say to 
him:—1 prayed my father to wive me with thee, but he refused, 
being resolved to disappoint his lord, grudging the like of me to 
the like of thee." Her father asked, "Must this needs be?” and 
she answered, “Even so.” Hereupm the Wadr being weary of 
bnnenting and contending, persuading and dissuading her, alt to 
no purpose, went up to King Shahi^ and after blessing him 
and kissing the ground before nim, told him all about his dispute 
with his daughter from first to last and how he designed to bring 
her to him that night. The King wandered with exceeding 
wonder; for he had made an espe^ exception of the Wazir'^s 
daughter, and said to him, ”0 most faithful of Counsellors, bow 
is this? Thou tvottest that I have sworn by the Raiser of the 
Heavens that after I have gone in to her this n^t 1 shallsiy to 
thee on the tiiorrow'’8 morning:—Take her and slay her! and, if 
thou shy her not, I will slay thee in lier stead svithout fail.” 
"Allah guide thee to glory and lengthen thy life, O King of the 
age,” answered the Wazir, “it is she that hath so determined: 
aB this have 1 told her and more; but she will not hearken to me 
and she persisteth in passing this coming night with the King’s 
Majesty.” So Shahryar rqoic«i greatly and said, ”Tis w-ell; go 
get her ready and this night bnng her to me." The Waair re- 
turned to his daughter ana reported to her the command saying 
“Allah make not thy father desolate by thy loss!” But Sba& 
razad ngoiced with exceeding j'oy and gat ready all she required 
and said to her younger sister, Dunyomd, “Note well what 
directions 1 entrust to thee! When 1 have gone in to the King I 
will send for thee and when thou comest to me and seest that be 
hath had his carnal will of me, do thou say to me.—O my sister, 
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an thou be not sleepy, relate to me some new story, dekctable 
and deUgbtsome, the better to speed our waking hotirs;" and I 
will tell thee a tale which shall be our deJivemnoe, if so Allah 
please, mcI which shall turn the King from his blood-thirsty 
ctatam. Dunya^d answered '“With Jove and gladness," So 
when it was n^ght their fether the ^Afatir cameu Shahi^zad to 
^ Kmg who was gladdened ac the sight and asked, “Hast thou 
^ghtme my nred?" and he answered, “I have/’ But when the 
Kmg her to his bed and fell to toying with her and "jvished 
to go m to her she wept: which made him ask, “What aileth 
repl^^ “O King of the age, I have a younger sister 
Ud would I take leave of her this night before I see the 
dawn. So he sent at once tor Dunya^ad and she came and kissed 
the ground bet wren hw hands, when he permitted her to take 
her seat near the loot of the couch. Then the King arose and did 
aii^y with his bride’s maidenhead and the three fell asleep. But 
when it was midnight Shahrarad awoke and signalled to her 
sister Dunyaaad who sat up and said. “Allah upon thee, O my 
sister, recite to us some new story, delightsome and delectable, 
wter^jth to while away the waking hours of our latter night. 
A^ith joy and goodly gree," answered Shahrarad. this 
pous and auspicious King permit me." "Tell on," quoth the 
Kmg who chanced to be sleepless and restless and therefore was 
pleased with the prosit of hearing her story. So Shahrazad 
re;o^ed; and thus, on the first night of the Thousand Nights and a 
Nighti shfi began with the 


TALE OF THE TRADER AKD THE JINNl. 

Ir is related. O auspid^ King, that there was a merchant of 
the merits who had much wealth, and business in various 
Cities. Now on a day he mounted horse and went forth to 
cover monies in certain towms, and the heat sore oppressed him- 
so he beneath a tree and, putting liis hand into his saddle-baes* 

took thenre^e broken bread and dry dates and began to br<lk 
his fast, When he had ended eating the dares he threw away the 
wth force and lot an Ifrit appeared, huge of stature and 
D^distung a drawn sword, wherewith he approached the mer¬ 
chant and said, "Stand up that I may sby thee, even as thou 
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slewcst my son!” Asked the merchant, “How have ! slain thy 
son?” and he answered, "When thou ateat dates and thiewest 
away the stones they struck my son full in the breast as he was 
walking by, so chat he died forthwith.”^ Quoth the metdiant, 
“Vc^y from Allah we proceeded and unto Allah are we te^ 
turning. There is no Majesty, and there is no Mi^t save in 
Allah, the Glorious, the Great! If I slew thy son, I dew him by 
chance medley, I pray thee now pardon me.” Rejoined the 
Jinni, ”There is no help but I must slay thee.” Then he 
seized him and dragged him along and, casting him to the eatth, 
raised the ^^ord to strike him; whereupon the tn^rrha^ f wept, 
and said, I commit my case to Allah,'' and be gan reputing 
these couplets:— 

Conu^th Tiine a troio of days, thk of btesaing that of bane • And hold^ 

^ Life a twain of hdlves, this t£ pleasore that w pain. 

See’st not whin hbwa tht tunkane, swiping dCick and striking strong • 
None save the forest giMit feels the sufering rfibc stntn? 

How many tr^ eattb nounsheth of the ^ and of the greert * Yet jttne b«t 
^ those which bear the fhuts for cast of stone comphin. 

See'st not how corpses rise lUid float on the siiitkn of the tide • While pearb 
o'price lie hidden ui the deepest of the main t 
In Heaven are uonumbeiid the many of the stacs * Yet a star bat Sun 
and Moon by eclipse is oviirta'en. 

Well jud^dst thou the days that saw diy faring sound and well* And councedst 
not the pon^ and pim whereof Fate is ever fain. 

The ni^ts have kept tW safe and the safety brou^t thee pride * But bliss 
and blessings of the niglit are 'genderers ^ bane! 

When the merchant ceased repeating his verses the Jinni said to 
him, “Cut thy words short, by Allah! needs must I slay thee." 
But the merchant spake him thus, “Know, O thou Lfrit, d^t I 
have debts due to me and much wealth and children and a wife 
and many pledges in hand; so permit me to go home and diS' 
charge to cva*y claimant his claim; and I will come back to thee at 
the head of the new year. Allah be my testimony and surety 
that I will return to thee; and then thou majrest do with me as 
thou wilt and Allah is witness to what I say." The Jinni cook 
sure promise of him and let him go; so he cetumed to bis own dty 
and transacted his business and rendered to all men their dues 


tell of % pecuGar knaeV of Jerkiii^ the dotie^Ttin^ whidi ^ 

■1^ far«i t Mvtf thii "InwJ"' prmediedj bat U rembdf me of liic 
tpWhing with oac burni lo the Gcrmaii btihi* 
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and after mfonning his wife and children of what had bctided 
him^ he appointed a guardian and dwelt with them for a fiilt 
ypi. Then he arose, and made the Wu^u-ahlution to purify 
himself before death and took his shroud under his arm and bade 
farewell to his r^ple, bis neighbours and all ^5 kith and kin. 
and went forth deapice his own nose, ^ Tliey then began weeping 
and wailing and beating their breasts over him ; but he travellra 
until he arrived at the same garden, and the day of his arrival was 
the head of the New Year. As he sat w'ceping over what had 
befallen him, behold, a Shaykh,' a very ancient man, drew near 
leading a chained ga^le; and he saluted that merchant and wish' 
ing him long life said, “What is the cause of thy sitting in this 
place and thou alone and this be a rca^rt of evil spirits?" The 

merchant related to him what had come to pass with the Ifrit, 
and the old man, the owner 0 / the gacelle, wondered and 
By Allah, O brother, thy faith is none other than exceeding 
faith and thy sto^ right strange; 'were it graven with gravers on 
the eye-coniers, it were a wamer to whoso would be warned." 
Then scaring himself near the merchant he said. “By Allah, O 
my brother, 1 will not leave thee until I see what may come to 
pass with thee and this Ilrit. ' ,And presently as he sat and the 
two were at talk the merchant be^n to feel fear and terror and 
cxi^eding gnef and sorrow beyond relief and ev'cr-growing care 
^d extreme despair. And the owner of the gacclle was hard by 
his side; when behold, a second Shaykh approached rh^m^ and 
with him were two dogs both of greyhound breed and both 
black. The second old man after saluting them with the -laljm 
also asked them of their tidings and said "What ouseth you to 
sit in this place, a dwelling of the So they told him the 


1 i Ktdy itidnst bU wilL 
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^3lR from beginning Co end, and their stay there had not lasted 
long before tnere fam e up r third Shaykhi and with him a she' 
mu& of bright bay coat; and he saluted them and asked them why 
they were seated in that place. So they told him the story from 
first to last: and of no avail, O my master, is a twioc'told tale! 
ThCTe he sat down with them, and lo! a Juat'cloud advanced 
and a mighty sanddevil appeared amidraosc of the waste. 
Presently the clond opened and behold, within it was that 
Jinni hending in hand a drawn sword, while Ihs eyes 
shootuig firc'sparks of rage. He came up to tliem and, haling 
away the meriiant from among them, cned to Him, "Arise that 
I may sky thee, as thou slewest my son, the life-stuff of my 
liver.''’^ The merchant wailed and wept, and the three old men 
be^n sighing and crying and weeping ansi wailing with th eir 
companion. Presently the first old man (the owner of the 
telle) carnp out from among them and kissed the hand of the Iftit 
and said, “O Jinni, diou CroWTi of the Kings of the Jannl were 
f to tell th ee the stcary of me and this gitelle and thou shoyildst 
Cfinfiidgr it wondrous wouldst thou give me a third part of tins 
merchant's blood?" Then ouoth the Jinni Even so, O Shaykhl 
if thou tell me this tole, and I bold it a marvellous, then will I 
give thee a third of his blood." Thereupon the old man began 
totdl 

The First Sfiuy^h’s Story, 

Know O Jinni! that this gazelle is the daughter of my paternal 
uncle, my own flesh and blood, and I married her when she was a 
young maid, and I lived with her well'nigh thirty years, yet was 1 
not blessed with issue by her. So I took me a concubine.* who 

UVifh m niotlenw bi^duf^v milinljr; in Anbic vtd 

the etasalc isKftfEurr Hiifopc it h th* «« of pwilun, fht bean ban® xh'*t nf i^cwn. 

Of thw more nrescrtrJj-. ... , 
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cht Kotati nothiftfl ibwr tKiyiita EMt if ilie nspfitfcs "rre mw 
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brought to me the boon of a male child fair as the full moon, with 
eyes of lovely shine and eyebrows which formed one line, and 
limbs of perfect design, little by Uccle he grew in stature and 
waxed tall; and when he was a lad fifteen years old, it became 
needful 1 should journey to certain dtics and 1 travelled with 
great store of goods, But the daughter of my uncle (this ga^lle) 
Bad learned gramarye and egrcanancy and cleridy craft* from her 
childhoc^; so she bewitched that son of mine to a calf, and my 
handmaid {his mother) to a heifer, and made them over to the 
herdsman's care. Now when 1 returned afer a long time from 
my journey and asked for my son and his mother, she answered 
me, saying “Thy slave-girl is dead, and thy son hath Bed and I 
know not whither he is sped," So I remained for a whole year 
w'ith grieving heart, and streaming eyes until the time came for 
the Great Festival of Allah.* Then sent I to my herdsman bid- 
ding him choose for me a fat heifer; and he brought me one which 
was the damsel,my hofidmaid* whom this gazelle had eosorcelled. 
I tucked up my sleeves and skirt and, taking a toriife, proceeded to 
cut her throat, but she lowed aloud and wept bitter tears. 
Thereat 1 marvelled and pity seized me and I held my hand, 
^ying to the herd, “Bring me other than this." Then cried my 
cousin, "Slay her, for 1 have not a fkrter nor a fatreri" Once 
more I wait forward to sactifee her, but she again lowed aloud 
upon which in ruth 1 refrained and commanded the herdsman 
to shy her and flay her. He killed her and skinned her but 
found in her neither fat nor flesh, only hide and bone; and I re- 

E ented when penitence availed roe naught. I gave her to the 
erdsman and said to him. “Fetch me a tat calf;" so he brought 
my son ensorcelled When the calf saw me, he brake his teSisi 
and ran to me, and fawned upon me and wailed and shed tears; 
so tlwt I took pity on him and said to the herdsman, “Bring me 
a heifer and let tiiis calf go!'^ Thereupon my cousin (this 
zclle) railed aloud at me, saying, “Needs must thou kill 


' Arih, "Ai-Kihinah" = lh= wT 1 "Kihift" {H=k Cfthtfl) * rfJriMT. spqth- 
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calf; this is a body day and a blessed, whereon naught is skin 
save what be perfect-pure; and we have not amongst our calves 
an y ^tter or i^er than thisl" Quoth I, ^Look thou utoh. the 
condition of the heifer which 1 slaughtered at thy bidding and 
how we turn from her in disappoincment and she proBted us tm 
no wise; and 1 repent w’ith an exceeding repentance of having 
Wlcd her: so this time 1 will not obey thy bidding for the 
sacrifice of this calf/' Quoth ^le, "By Allah the Wost Great, 
the Compassionating, the Compassionate! there is no hdp for 
it; thou must kill him on this holy day, and if thou kill him not 
to me thou art no man and 1 to thee am no wife," Now when 
I heard those hard words, not knowing ha: object I went up to 

the calf, knifg in hand-And Shahcaiad ^ceived the dawn of 

day and ceased to say her pennitted say,^ Then quoth her sister 
to her, "How' fair is thy (^e, and how grateful, and how sweet 
and bow tasteful!" And Shahraaad answered her, "What is 
this to that 1 could teU diee on the coming night, were I to live 
and the King w’ould spare me?" Then said the King in himself, 
"By Allah, I will not slay her, until I shall have heard the rest 
of her tale." So they slept the rest of that night in mutual cm- 
brace till day fully brake. Then the King went forth to his au- 
dience-halF and the Warir vrent up with his daughter’s shroud 
und^ his arm. The King issued his orders, and promoted this 
and deposed that, until the end of the day; and he^ told the Wajir 
no whit of what had happened. But the Minister wondered 
thereat with mioeeding wonder; and wh«i the Court broke up 
King Shal^’ar entcrea his palace, 

£Ul}rn it Inas djt ^econh 

said Dunyasd to her sister Sbahrasad, “O my sister, finish for us 
that story of the Merchanc and the Jinni;" and she answered 
"With joy and goodly gree, if the King permit me.’* Then 
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quoth the Kinc, ‘'TeU thy tale;” and Shahta^^ad began in these 
words: It liatn reached me, O auspicious King and Heaven- 
directed Ruler! that when the merchant purposed the sacrifice of 
the calf but saw it weepirm, his heart telentra and he ^id to the 
herdsman, ’-Keep the calf among my cattle,” All this the old 
Shaykh told the Jinni who marvelled much at these strange 
woards. Then the owner of the gatelle continued:—O Lord of 
the Kings of the Jann, this much took place and my uncle’s 
daughter, this gasdie, looked on and saw it, and said, “Butcher 
me this calf, for surely ti is a fat one;” but 1 bade the herdsman 
take it away and he took it and turned his fece homewards. On 
the next day as 1 was sitting in my own bouse, b! the herdsman 
came and, standing before me said, “O my master, 1 will tell 
thee a thing which shall gladden thy soul, and shall gtin me the 
gift of good tidings.-’' I answered, “Even so.” Then said he, 
“O merchant, I have a daughter, and she learned magic in her 
childhood iram an old woman who lived with us. Yesterday 
when thou gavest me the calf, I went into the hcruse to her, and 
she looked upon it and veiled her face; then she wept and laughed 
alternately and at last she said.'—O my father, hath mine 
honour become so cheap to thee that thou bringest in to me 
strange men? I asked her:—^Where be these strange men and 
why rvast thou laughing, and crying?; and she answered. Of a 
truth this calf w'hicn is with thee is the son of our master, the 
merchant; but he is ensorcelled by his stepdame who bewit^^ 
both him and Iris mother; such is the cause of my lau^ng; now 
the rrason of his weeping is his mother, for that his ^hcr slew 
her unawares. Then I marvelled at this with exceeding marvel 
and I^dly made sure that day had dawned before I came to tell 
thee,” When 1 heard, O Jinni, my herdsman's words. I went 
out with him, and I was drunken without wine, from the excess 
of joy and gladness which came upon me, until I reached his 
house. There his daughter veelcomcd me and kissed my han d, 
and forthwith the call came and &wned upon me as h^ore. 
C^oth I to the herdsman's daughter, ”Is this true that thou 
sayest of this cilf?" Quoth she, “Yea, O my master, he is thy 
ton, the very core of thy heart." I rejoiced and said to her, 
“O maiden, if thou wilt release him thine shall be whatever 

^ AruK ik gift cintrywlicre In tjic Eui tnd in BocMDcm'i 
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caccle and property of mine are under thy father's hand." She 
smiled and answered, “O my master, I have no greed for the 
goods nor will I take them save on two conditions; the first 
that thofii marry me to thy son and the second that [ may bc^ 
witch her who bewitched him and imprison her, otbenviae I 
cannot be safe from her malice and malpractices," Now when ! 
heard, O Jtnni, these, the words of the herdsman's daughter, 1 
replied, “Beside what thou askest all the cattle and the house¬ 
hold BtiilF in thy father's charge are thine and, as for the daugh' 
ter of my uncle, her blood is la^ul to thee." When 1 had spoken* 
she took a cup and filled it with water: then she redted a spell 
over it and sprinkled it upon the calf, saying, “If iMmignty 
Allah created thee a calf, remain so shaped, and change not; but 
if thou be enchanted, return to thy whilom form, by command of 
Allah Most Highest f' and lol he trembled and became a man. 
Then I fell on Ins neck and said, "Allah upon thee, teU me all 
that the daughter of my unde did by thee and by thy mother." 
And when Ik told me 'what had come to pass between them I 
said, ‘*Omy son, Allah favoured thee with one to restore thee, 
and thy right hath returned to thee." Then, O Jinni, 1 married 
the herdsman's daughter to him, and she tran.'iformed my wife 
into this saicUe, saymg:—Her shape is a comely and by no 
means loaihsome. After this she abale with us night and day, 
day and night, rill the Almighty took her to Himself When 
she deceased, my son fared forth to the cities of Hind, even to 
the city of this man who hath done to thee what hath been done;^ 
and i also took this gaaelle fmy cousin) and wandered with her 
from town to town seeking tidiiigs of my son, rill Destiny drove 
me to this place where I saw the merchant sitting in tears. Such 
is my tale! Quoth the Jinni, “This story is indeed strange, 
and therefore I grant thee the third part of his blood." There' 
upon the second old man, who owned the two greyhounds, 
came up and said, “O Jinni, if 1 recount to thee what befel me 
from my brothers, these two bounds, and thou see that it is a 
tale even more wondrous and marvellous than W'hat thou hast 
heard, wilt thou grant to me also the third of this man’s blood?" 
Replied the Jinni, “Thou bast my word for it, if thine adven- 


* A cuphnutitiE rarmutoi tij uveid ucrplciiiimi J thmll auTii 
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cures be more marvellous and wondrous." Thereupon he thus 
began 

T/ie Second Story. 

K^jow, O lord of the Kings of the Jann 1 that these two dogs are 
my brothers and 1 am the third. Now when our father died 
and left us a capital of three thousand gold pieces^ I opened a 
shop with my share, and bought and sold therein, ana in like 
guise did my two brothers, each setting up a shop. But 1 had 
been in business no long w^hile before the elder sold his stock for 
a thousand dinars, and after bujing outfit and merchandisej 
w’cnt his ways to foreign parts. He was absent one whole 
year with the caravan; but one day as I sat in my shop, behold, 
a beggar stood before me asking aims, and I said to him, “Allah 
open thee another door!’’* Whereupon he answered, weeping 
the while, “Am 1 so changed that thou knowest me not?" 
Then [ looked at him narrowly, and lo! it was my brother, so 
1 rose to him and welcomed him; then 1 seated him in my shop 
and put questions concerning his case. ’‘Ask me not," answered 
he; “my wealth is awaste and my state hath waxed un-stated!" 
So 1 took him to the Hanmiim'bath* and clad him in a suit of my 
own and gave him lodging in my house. Moreover, after 
looking over the accouoca of my stock-in-trade and the profits of 
my business, 1 found that industry had gained me one thousand 
dinars, while my principal, the head of my wealth, amount^ to 
two thousand. ^ I shared the whole with him saying, “As- 
aume that thou hast made no journey abroad but hast remained 
at home; and be not cast down by thine ill-kick." He took the 
share in great glee and opened for himself a shop; and matters 
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-went on quietly for a few ni^ts and days. But presently my 
second brother (yon other dog), also setting his heart upcm travdt 
sold off what gocxls and stock'in'trade he had, and albdt we 
tried to stay him be would not be stayed; he laid in an outfit for 
tl« journey and Jared forth with certain wayfaurers. After an 
absdice of a whole year he came bade to me, even as my elder 
brother had come back; and when 1 said to him, “O my brother, 
did I not dissuade thee from travel?" he shed tears and cried, “'O 
my brother, this be destiny’s decree: here 1 am a mere beggar^ 
penniless' and without a shirt to my back." So 1 led him to the 
toth, O Jinni, and clothing him in new dothes of my own wear, 1 
went with him to my shop and served him with meat and drink. 
Furthermore I said to him, my brother, 1 am wont to cast up 
my ahopaccoimts at the head of every year, and whatso I shall 
find of surplusage is between me and thee."* So I proceeded, O 
Ifrit, to strike a balance and, finding two thousand dinars of 
profi t, I returned praises to tbeCreator (be He es col I edan deiml ted!) 
and made over one half to my brot^, keeping the other to my' 
self. Thcieupon he busied himself with opening a shop and on 
this wise we abode many days. After a ome my brothers began 
pressing me to travel with them; but I refused saying, ‘"'What 
g^^ined ye by travel voyage that I should gain thereby?" As I 
would not give ear to them v:e went back each to his own shop 
w^re we bought and sold as before. They kept urging me to 
travel for a w’hole twelvemonth, but I refused to do so till fuU 
sia years were past and gone when I consented with these words, 
"O my brothers, here am 1, your companion of travel: now let 
me see what monies you have by you." 1 found, however, that 
they had not a doit, having squandered their sulsstancc in high 
diet and drinking and carnal delights. Yet I spoke not a word of 
reproach; so far from it I looked over my shop acoountsonce more, 
and sold what goods and stock iri'trade were mine; and, finding 
myself the owner of sis thousand ducats, ! gladly proceeded to 
divide that sum in halves, saying to my brothers, "These three 


^Arjib. '^Dirltain'' fi^ox, dirlhim, hIpo y^cd in eEuc §cnx rtf mtHieyp ihe 

dnchiittiii o( Plimms (Trin, 2, 4, 23). The accuji in pAnt^tmTra 
•bowifTif derivnsiDn: jtnJi In tlic Syriiic Kulilaii wa DipfinaJl' ic n * lliij iilTCT 
piece wu ^ ii 9 ? 44.1 i^il a wtfifbt = Tht Dirhnm uJ The Nighti 

wOTth '^Dinikp'" Mch dT that being a fraction over a penny. Tll£ nutxicm 
Gpecic Driichnui a^one ^1^C. 

> In Arabic the speaker dlw^ji fntEa hiBuelf if he the ICrngi vrltbciiU 

intEEulh^ 
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thousand gold pieces ate for me and for you to Gade withal,” 
adding, “Let os bury the other moiety undergresund that it may 
be of service in case any barm beial us. in wmch case earb shall 
pike a thousand wherewith to open shops.” Both replied, 
‘■‘Right is thy recking;” and I gjive to each one his thousand gold 
pieces, keeping the same sum for myself, to wit, a thousand 
dinars, Wc then got ready suitable goods and hired a ship and, 
having embarked our merchandise, proceeded on our voyage, 
day following day. a full month, after which we arrived at a dty, 
where we sold our venture; and for every piece of gold we gain^ 
ten. And as we turned again to our voyage we found on the 
shore of the sea a maiden clad in Tvom and ragged gear, and she 
kissed my hand and said. “O master, is there kindness in th^ 
and charity? I can make thee a fitting return for them.” I 
answered, “Even so; truly in me are benevolence and good 
works, even though thou render me no return.” Then she said, 
“Take me to wife, O my master, and carry me to thy dty, for 
J have given myself to thee; so do me a kindness and I am of those 
who be meet for good works and charity: I will make thee a 
fitting return for these and be thou not shamed by my condition,” 
When 1 heard her words, my heart yearned towards her, in such 
sort as willed it Allah (be He extolled and caaltcdand took her 
and clothed her and made ready for her a fair resting-place in the 
vessel, and honourably entreated her. So we voyaged on, and 
my heart became attached to her with exceeding attadment, 
and I was separated from her neither night nor day, and [ paid 
more regard to her than to my brothers, Then they were es¬ 
tranged from me, and waxed iealous of my wealth and the quan- 
tity of merchandise I had, and their eyes were opened covetously 
upon all my property. So they took counsel to murder me and 
seize my wealth, saying, “Let us slay our brother and all his 
monies will be ours;" and Satan made this deed seem fair in 
their sight; so when they found me in privacy (and I sleeping by 
my wife’s side) they took us both up and cast us into the sea. 
My wife awoke stanled from her sleep and, forthright be¬ 
coming an Itritah,’ she bore me up and carried me to an island 
and dimppeared for a short time; but she returned in the morning 
and said, “Here am 1, thy faithful slave, who hath made thee due 
recompense; for I bore thi^ up in the waters and saved thee 


1 A tbc-llrilp nnc mesiBiili’ *ii ml wpinL 
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Bnoro death by commanid cf the Ahnighty, Know chat I am a 
Jinni^rah, and as 1 saw thee my heart loved thee by will of the 
Lord, for [ am a believer in Allah and in His Apostle (whom 
Heaven bless and preserve!), Tberenpm [ came to thee con' 
ditioned as thou sawest me and thou didst loarry me, and see now 
1 have saved thee from sinking. But I am angered arainst rhy 
brothers and assuredly I must sky them." When [heard her 
story I was surprised and, thanking her for all she had done, I 
said, '“But as to slaying my brothers this must not be." Then I 
told her the tale of what had come to pass with them from the 
beginning of our lives to the end, and on hearing it quoth she, 
‘‘This night will 1 fly as a bird over them and will sink their ship 
and sky them." Quoth I, "Alkh upon thee, do not thus, for the 
proverb saith, O thou who doest good to him that doth evil, 
leave the evil doer to his evil deeds. Moreover they are still my 
brothers." But she rejoined, "By Allah, there ts no help for it but 
1 sky them." I humbled myself before her for their oardon, 
whereupon she bore me up and flew away with me till at last she 
set me down on the terrace'rDOt of my own house, 1 opened the 
doors and took up what I had hidden in the ground; and after 1 
had saluted the folk 1 opened my shop and bought me merchant' 
disc. Notv when night tam e on I went home, and there I saw 
these two hounds tied up; and, when they sighted me, they arose 
and whined and frwned upon me; but ere 1 knew what happened 
my wife said, "These two dogs be thy brothers!" I answered, 
“And who hath done this thing by them?" and she rejoined, "1 
sent a message to my sister and she entreated them on this wise, 
nor shall these two be released from their present shape till ten 
years shall have passed." -'“iuid now I have arrived at this place 
on my way to my wife's sister chat she may deliver them from 
this condition, after their having endured it for half a score of 
years. As 1 was wending onwards 1 saw this young man, who 
acquainted me with what had befallen him, and I determined not 
to fare hence undl [ should see what might occur between thee 
and him. Such is my talc! Then said the Jinni, “Purely this is a 
strange story and therefor I give thee the third portion of his 
blooa and his enme." Tliereupon quoth the third Shaykh, the 
master of the mare^mule, to the Jinni, "I can tell thee a tale more 
wondrous than these two, so thou grant me the remainder of 
his blood and of his ofFenoe," and the Jinni answered, “So be 
it!" Then the old man began 
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Know« O Sultan and head of the Jann, that this mule was my 
wife. Now it so happened that 1 went forth and was absent one 
whole year; and when 1 letumed from my journey I came to her 
by night, and saw a black slave lying with her on the carpet-bed 
and they vvere talking, and dallyine, and laughing, and kissing 
and playing the close'buttock game. When she saw me, she rose ana 
came hurriedly at me with, a ^gglet* of water; and, mutter' 
ing spells over it, she besprinkled me and said, ‘‘Come forth firom 
th« thy shape into the slupe of a dog;" and I became on the in¬ 
stant a dog. She drove me out of the house, and I ran through 
the doorway nor ceased running until 1 came to a butcher's 
stall, where I stopped and began to eat what bones were there. 
When the stall-owner saw* me, he took me and led me into his 
house, but as soon as his daughter had sight of me she veiled 
her face from me, crying out, “Dost thou bring men to me and 
dost thou oome in with them to me?" Her father asked, "Where 
is the man?"; and she answered, "This dog is a man whom his 
wife hath enaorcelled and 1 am able to release him." When her 
fether heard her words, he said, "Allah upon thee, O my daugh- 
ter, release him." So she todc a gugglet of water and, after 
uttering words over it, sprinkled upon me a few drops, saying, 
“Come forth from that form into thy former form." And 1 
returned to tny natural shape. Then I kissed her liand and said, 
wish thou wouldcst txansfbnn my wife even as she trans- 
fonned me." Thereupon she gave me some water, saying, "As 
soon as thou see her asleep, sprinkle this liquid upon her and 
speak what words thou hcard^t me utter, so shall she become 
whatsoever thou desirest," 1 went to my wife and found her 
f^t asleep; and, while sprinkling the water upon her, 1 said, 
"Come forth from that form into the form of a mare-tnule." 
So she became on the iDstant a she-mule, and she it is whom thou 


^ Artb. "Knttah*^ Efrpl tJa wide-rnimthml olkd in iht 

''dKiTTuk'' tiic niirrdW. llicy UKd cxthn' f«4' imlB ^ sl^rhet 

bcLntf midc uf putuui clay* *Wcar*" mnA keep tli CMMiicn re ffldK; hcflce dSi| Angt^ 
Egy^mmsi tliink fnam tKcm, rnK from bortle^. SomciLmra fhey jtrt wiib imokc 

ef ][icei»4e* tnrinnch or Kaful (Amynt For [bur grsiaer^ shapes m LitbcV 
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seeat with thine eyes, O Sultan and head of the Kings of the 
Jannl Then the Jinni turned towards her and said, “is this 
soothr' And she nodded her head and replied by signs, “In¬ 
deed, \i3 the truth; for such is my tale and this is what hath be- 
fallen me." Now when the old man had ceased speaking the 
Jinm shook with pleasure and gave him the third of the mcT' 

chant's blood.--And Shahraaad perodved the dawn of day 

and ceased saying her permitted say. Then quoth Dunyazad, 
“Ot my sister, hSw pleasant ts thy tale, and how tasteful; how 
sweet and how gtateful!" She replied, “And what is this com¬ 
pared with that I could tell thee, the night to come, if 1 live and 
the King spare me?”* Then thought the King, “By Allah, I will 
not slay her until T hear the rest of her tale, for ti^y « is won¬ 
drous." So they rested that lught in mutual embrace until the 
dawn. After this the King went forth to his Hall of Estate, and the 
Warir and the troops came in and the court was crowd^i, and 
the King gave orders and judged and appointed and deposed, 
bidding and forbidding during the rest of the day. Then the 
Divan broke up, and I^g Shdiryar entered his palace. 


Qlbtn it teas the lEfjitti 

And the King had had his will of the Warir's dau^ter, IDunya- 
md, her sister, said to her, “Finish for us that tSe of thine;" 
and she replied, “With joy and goodly wee! It hath reached me, 
O auspicious King, that when the thiroold man told a talc to the 
Jinni more wonoDDus than the two preceding, the Jinni mar¬ 
velled with exceeding marvel; and, shiking with delight, cri«l, 
“Lof I have given thee the remainder of the merchant’s puH' 
ishment and for thy sake have I released bun>*' Thereupon 
the merchant embraced the old men and thanked them, and these 
Shaykhs wished him joy on being saved and fared forth each one 
for his own city. Yet this tale is not more wondrous than the 
hsherman's story." Asked the King, “What is the fisherman's 
story?" And she answered by relating the tale of 


I ''And wiial c£^. A fxi^ruLir flf tx 
"^licrC ia Rvah Blmj i'thc King) trtd W- 
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THE FISHERMAN AND THE JINNI. 

It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that there was a Fiahcc' 
man well stricken in years who had a ume and three children, and 
withal was of poor cioindition. Now it was his custom to cast 
his net every oay four times, and no more. On a day he went 
forth about noontide to the sea shore, where he kid down his 
basket; and, tuckiirg up his shirt and plungii^ into the water, 
made a ost with his net and waited till it settled to the bottonu 
Then he pthered the cords together and l^ed away at it, but 
found it wei^ty; and hovrever much he drew it bndwards, he 
could not pull it up; so he carried the ends ashore and drove a 
stake into toe ground and madethe net fast to it. Then he stripped 
and toved into the water all about the net, and left not off 
working hard until he had brought it up. He rejoiced thereat 
and, donning his dothes, wen t to the net, when he found in it a 
dead jackass which had tom the meshes. Now when he saw it, 
he exclaimed in his grief, "There is no Majesty, and there is 
no t^ght save in Allah the Glorious, toe Great!” Then quoth 
he, "This is a strange manner of daily bread;” and he began re- 
Citing in extempore verse:— 

O tniler liirough the of night in peril anti in pain * Thy toiling stint ftr 

daily bread coam not by Qu^t and min I 
Seesc thou not tiu: ^bier a&KiC upon the sea * His hread, while gtinuner 
sars of night as ^t in tangled bWi. 

Anon he plungeth in despite the bufet ■/ the waves * The while to sight the 
bellying net his mger gtaikces strain; 

Till joying at the night's success, a fish he brin@Eth bone * Whoee guUct by the 
hoot of Face was cau^t and cut in twain, 

WIkh buys that fish of him a man who spent the hours of night * Reckksa 
of colJ and wet and gjodin in ease and comfort fain. 

Laud to the Lord who gives to this, to that denies hii wishes * And dooau one 
Eotl and ciitch the prey and other eat the fishes.^ 

Then quoth he, "Up and to it; 1 am sure of Hb beneficence, 
Tmhallah !” So he cootiniied:— 

When thou art »ixd of Bvil Rite, assume * The noble soul's long^ufibingi 
*ti8 thy beat: 

Ctnapbin ist to the croiture; this be 'plaint * From One most Ruthfiit to the 
ruthlessest. 


^ Hcft, Jti m othtr ^ piratr-rcd the mDEiuLrfo^nie,^ bui Jutt emkd tiki: the 

£ngh«h foniKt itlA a tem^x; » a nite the Lui tw* iipc* contiiti n '"Hw Hukta* ** or 
cIbniJL 
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The Fishemian, when he had boked at the dead ass, got it free of 
the toils md wrung out and spread his net; thm he plun^ into 
the sea, sayings *^ln AJIah's name!"' and made a case and pulled 
at it, but it grew heavy and settled down more Srmiy than the 
first timen Now he thought that there were fish in iu and he made 
it fast, and doffing his clothe went into the water, and dived and 
haled until he drew it up upon dry land. Then found he in it a 
large canhen pitcher wl^di was mil of sand and mud; and seeing 
this he was greatly troubled and bepn repeating the$e verses* 

Forbear* O traihles of the wijrtJ, * And pardon an yc tiill fwbear; 

1 went to seek my daily bread * I find that breadless 1 must tare: 

For Ticidicr handetaft brin^ me aught “ Nor Fate allots to nite a shue: 

How many foob the Plmife reacb * Wliile darkness whp-lm? the wise and wate. 

So he prayed pardnn of Allah and, throwing away the jar, wrung 
his net and cleansed it and retumjed to the sea the thnd time to 
cast his net and waited dll it had stink. Then he pulled at it and 
found therein potsherds and broken gkssi wbereupon he began 
to speak these verses*— 

He b to thee tKit daily bread thou orut nor host nor bifid * Nor pen nor 
writ avail tb^aiLgbt thy daily brtad to find: 

For joy and daily bread arc what Fate ddgneth to allow; * Thia #od is sad and 
sterile grumd^ wide that EEiakes gUd the hmd. 

The fihafts of Time and Life bear down full many a man of worth * Whik 
bearing up m high degreie wights of ignoble 
So come thou, Death! for werily life is not worth a smw • When low the 
falcon iaih withal the taallard the wind: 

No wonder 'tts thou seeat bow the great of soul and mind * Are poci:, and 
nany a Iok] cark to hdght luck designed. 

ThB Nm ftkili overliy the world from eaat to furthest we^ * And that shAll 
win her every though dae I&ve the titst 

Then raising his eyes heavenwards he said, *‘0 my Godt^ verily 


"he bc^an to fAf (oT spnlc) fjoeiry,^* tuch impmuifig heing atiU ctsmtnan 
amonfftr ttte B:]ilawin ti I iliaU ^ftenaivdfs ntite, AnJ though ieyud y 

cetuyred profstiie poctA, who ^ their xmes fhivugh EYtr^t vaElejr"* ind 

icm fibxttty IrcnTintd hf drrih (fborap xTrl-h it » not a little ronoua to note ihat He 
himxif Qrptike in "fUjw*’ ms} and thmf tJi£ four fi±5t Caliphs all "spioke pectry." 

in cBjiy fges the verx would ncn be wntcen, if written it ath tiEI after the fnakcFt 
dcarh- I translate ^ 1 inh:iSd" ■^nemfring” « "tepeating^ w Ibcvbi^ It 

doubtful If the OampcMiEitm be of be not dd^TiaL In jAmOeA^ bowcvcTp it i% dearly in^. 
pn>visal and then a? a ivlc it ii modci doggreJ 

^ Arab. ''Atlahuinina'^ — ¥^4 Afjih (0 AUahl but with entphaata; the FatK iketng s 
tubiBthute for tha voq. pan. Semt isuuicct It with the Heb. Wt tlxc. fancy 
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Thou wettest that I cast not tny net each day save four tsmes;*^ 
the third is done and as yet Thou hast vouchsafed me nothing. 
So this time, O my God, deign give me my daily bread," Then, 
havinv called on .'\llah'3 name,’ he again threw his net and wmted 
its siring and settling; whereupon he haled at it but could not 
draw it in tor that it was entangled at the bottom. He oied out 
in his vexation "There is no Majesty and there is no Might ^ve 
in Allahr' and he b^n reciting:— 

Fie on thw wretebed world, an » it be M must be whelmed by grief and 

(niscryt . , , r 

Tho* gbcbcMne be man's lot when dawns the oioffl * He draim CMp 01 

woe ere cve he m : , ,, 

Yet was I of wb™ the worU when asted * 'WnoH! be is bappiestr 

oft would Aay hef 

ThereupOTi he stripped and, diving down to the net, busied hira- 
self with it till it came to land. Then he opened the meshes and 
found therein a cucumber'shaped jar of yellow coppr,* evidently 
full of something, whose mouth was made fast with a leaden cap, 
stamped wi^ the seahring of our Lord Sulayman son of David 
(Allah accept the twain 0- Seeing this the Fiahennan rejoiced and 
said, "Tf I sell it in the brass^bamr "ris worth ten golden dinars." 
He ^ook it and finding it heavy continued, "Would to Heaven I 
knew what is herein. But I must and wnll open it and look to ite 
contents and store it in my bag and sell it in the brass-market,*’ 
And taking out a knife he worked at the lead till he had loosened 
it f^rom the jar; then he laid the cup on the ground and sht^k 
the vase to pour out w^hatever might be inside. He found nothing 
in it; whereat he luarvelled; with an exceeding mangel. But 
presently there came forth from the jar a smoke which spired 
hea\^wards into aether (whereat he again marvelled with 
mighty marvel), and which trailed along earth’s surface till 
presently, having reached its full height, the thick vapour con¬ 
densed, and became an Ifrit, huge of bulk, whose crest touched 


wA Anb. In mml ihc jhctortdimi 'it nuani be Hire: of cminr^ 

luilt^ unlcsf 

i i^bnb]^ m rewwjyfirite flf a vsiw, llicitf wipfretltiovi wiAch hive mnnj 

t tMTillcI ^mongii Hfts imi confined to the Ur^ tifilera bi the Eak. 

Hyinjf "Hiamilbh*” the ejKuJatkn ^hkh choubl imedie every wit. in 
BoccH:i:in (viii., 9) it U ''naxijCnabeTiriii lifdki t* Sanci.'^ 

^ Arab, Nihii Mfnr = briss, oppwed to "Xaliia'^ ^^Nehib Mhmari*'= copper^ 
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the douds while his feet were on the ground. His head was as a 
dome, his hands like pitchforks, his ugs long as masts and his 
mouth big as a cave; his teeth were tike large stones, his nostrils 
ewers, his eyes two lamps and his look was fierce and lowering. 
Now when the Fisherman saw the Ifrit his side muscles quivered, 
his teeth chattered, his spittle dried up and he became blind 
about what to do. Upon this the lirit looked at him and cried, 
"‘There is no god but the God, and Sulayman is the prophet of 
God;” presently adding, "O Apt^tle of Allah, slay me not; 
never again wiU I gainsay thee in word nor sin against thee ia 
deed.”’ Quoth the Fisherman, *'0 Marid,* diddest thou say, 
Sulayman. me Apostle of Allah; and Sulayman is dead seme thou¬ 
sand and eight hundred years ago,’ and we are now in the last 
days of the world 1 What is thy story, and what is thy account 
of thyself, and what is the cause of thy entering into this cucur¬ 
bit?” Now when the Evil Spirit beard the words of the Fisher¬ 
man, quoth he; “There is no god but tFie God: be of good cheer, 
O Fishe rman P Quoth the Fisherman, “Why biddesc thou me 
to be of good cheer?” and he replied, “Because of thy bav^ to 
die an ill death in this very hour.”' Said the Fisherman, “Thou 
deservest for thy good tidings the withdrawal of Heaven’s pro- 
tection, O thou distant one!^ Wherefore shouldest thou kill me 
and what thing have 1 done to deserve death, 1 who freed thee 
frem the jar, and saved cbee from the depths of the sea, and 
brought thee up on the dry land?” Replied the Ifrit, “Ask of me 
only what mode of death thou wilt die, and by what manner of 
sbughter shall I slay thee.” Rejoined the Fisherman, ‘'‘What is 
my crime and ’wherefore such retribution?" Quoth the Ifrit, 


^ Tkb allm \r* IP chc logctitl of a.l-Jl:nni, a famcHU fiend Ilut hy SolofTIPn D^ivui . 
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Ccyii^," the SpArtivb iwn! Lcin. Veki ik GutYim, 

(liL ’’cuflUHTiaODua'* fipm the ildb. root Mjr*d tP wlicncn 
in late Scmiiic) u one of t|ic tcibei of the jintti bui noi always hmiik to mnn, 

Hw fetiBk a 
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world md ’fi^ho had t# many derviti to nerve him ch lie wiinied- 

iArob. Ba'id;"' A cuphemam here Adopted to prevent luin^ gnasly xbuaiv^ 
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"Hear my stwy, O Ftshennanr' and ha answered, ‘"‘Say on, 
and be brief in thy saying, for of very sooth tny life^hreath is in 
my Thereupon quoth die Jinni, "Know, that I am 

one among the heretic^ Jann and I sinned against Sulayman, 
David son (on the twain be peace!) 1 toother with the ^moua 
Sftlthf al Jinni;"-whereupon the Prophet sent his minister, Asal 
son of Barkhiya, to seize me; and this Wazir brought me apinst 
my will and me in bonds to him (I bdng downcast despite my 
nose) and he placed me standing before him like a suppliant. 
When Sulayman saw me, he took refuge with Allah and bade 
me embrace the True Faith and obey his behests; but I refused, 
so sending for this cucurbit* * he shut me up therein, and stopped 
it over with lead Tvhereon he impressed the Most High Name, 
and gave his orders to the Jann who carried me off, and cast 
me into the midmost of the ocean. There I abode an hundred 
years, during which I said in my bean, "Whoso shall release 
me, him will I enrich for ever and ever." But the full century 
went by and, v/hen no one set roe free, I entered upon the 
second five score saying, "Whoso shall release me, for him ] will 
open the hoards of the earth.’" Still no one set me free and thus 
four hundred years passed away. Then quoth I, '‘‘Whoso shall 
release me, for him 'will 1 fulfil three wishes/’ Yet no one set me 
free. Tliereupon I waxed wroth with exceeding wrath and said 
to myself, "Whoso shall release me from this time forth, him will 
1 slay and I will give him choice of what death he will die; and 
now, as thou hast released me. I give thee full choice of deaths,’* 
The Fisherman, heating the words of the Ifrit, said, "O AlJab I 
the wonder of it that I have not come to free diee save in the se 
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daysr adding* ’*SE>are ray life, so Allah spare thine; and slay me 
not, Allah set one to shy thee," Replied the Contumacious 
One, “There is no help for it; die thou must; so ask me by way of 
boon what manner of death thou wilt die.” Albeit thus certified 
the Fisherman again addressed the Ifrit saying, “Forgive me this 
my drath as a generous reward for having freed thee;” and the 
Ifirit, “Surely I would not slay tliee save on account of that same 
release.” “O Chief of the Ifrits,” said the Fishennan, “1 do thee 
good and thou requitest me with evil! in very sooth the old saw 
Ueth not when it saith:— 

We wrought them weal, they met our weal with iD; * Stii, by my life!» every 
bad mitiV Ubcur: 

To him hmc&u unworthy wi^ts * Shall hap what hapt to Lhmm-Aimr a 
Kighbaur,*'^ 

Now when the Ifrit heard these words he answered, “No more of 
this talk, needs m^t 1 kill thee." Upon this the Fisherman said 
to himself, “This is a Jinni; and 1 am a man to whom Allah hath 
given a passably cunning wit, so 1 will now cast about to ocm- 
pass his destruction by my contrivance and by mine intelligence; 
even as he took counsel oidy of his malice and his frowardness.”* 
He began by asking the Ifrit, “Hast thou indeed resolved to kill 
me?**and. receiving for all answer, “Even so," he cried, “Now in 
the Most Great Name, graven on the seahring of Sulayman theSon 
of David (peace be with the holy twain!), an I question thee on a 
certain matter wilt thou give me a true answer?*’ TTie Ifrit re- 
pl^ “Yea;” but, hearing mention of the Most Great Name, his 
wits were troubled and he raid with trembling, “Ask and be 
brief.” Quoth the Fisherman, “How didst thou fit into this 
bottle which w'ould not hold thy band; no, nor even thy foot, and 
how came it to be large enough to contain the whole of thee?" 
Replied the Ifrit, '*What? dost not believe that I was all there?'* 
and the Fisherman rejoined, “Nay! I will never believe it until 

I sez thee inside with my own eyes.”-And Shahrasid pen- 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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CHfjen It toas ttit Jfourt)) Jligiftt, 

Her sister said to her, "Please finish iis this tale, an thou be not 
sleepy!" so she resumed:—It hath reached me, O auspicious 
King, that when the Fisherman said to the Ifrit, "1 will never and 
nowise believe thee until 1 gee thee inside it with mine own 
eyes;" the Evil Spirit on the instant shook^ and became a vapour, 
which condensed, and entered the |ar little and little, till all was 
well inside when lo! the Fisherman in hot haste took the leaden 
cap with the seal and stoppered therewith the mouth of the jar 
and called out to the Ifnt, saying, "Ask me by way of boon what 
death thou wilt die! By Allah, I vrill throw thee into the sea® be^ 
fore us and here will I build me a lodge; and whoso cometh 
hither I will warn him a^inst fishing and will say;—In these 
waters abideth an Ifrit who giveth as a last favour a ehoiVe of 
deaths and fashion of slaughter to the man who saveth him!" 
Now w'hen the Ifrit heard this from the Fisherman a nd saw him' 
self in limbo, he was minded to escape, but this was prevented by 
Solomon's seal; so he knew that the Fisherman had cozened and 
outwitted him, and he wared lowly and submissive and began 
humbly to say, '■'I did but jest with thee-" But the other an' 
swered, "Thou best, O vilest of the Ifrits, and meanest and 
filthiest!" and he set o!F with the bottle for the sea side; the KHt 
calling out "Nay! Nay!" and he calling out "Aye! Aye!" There' 
upon the Evil Spirit softened his voice and smoothed his speech 
and abased himself, saying, "What wouldest thou do with me, O 
Fisherman?" "I will throw thee back into the sea," he answered; 
“where thou hast been housed and homed for a thousand and 
eight hundred years; and now I will leave thee therein till 
Judgment-day; did 1 not say to thee:—Spare me and Allah fthal] 
spare thee; and slay me not lest Allah slay thee? yet thou spuni' 
edst my supplication and hadst no intention save to deal un- 
graciously by me, and Allah hath now thrown thee into my 
^ds and I am cunninger than thou." Quoth the Ifrit, "Open 
for me and I may bring thee weak" Quoth the Fishennan, 
"Thou licst, thou accursed! my case with thee is that of the 
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Waidr of Knig Yudm VPith the sage Duhan.**’ "And who was 
tJhe Wazir of King Yunan and who was the sage Duban; and what 
was the story ^ut them?" quoth the Ifntj whereupon the 
Fisherman began to tell 

The Tale of rftc Wazir and the Sage Duban. 

Know. O thou Ifrit, that in days of yore and in ages Jong 
before;, a King called Yunan reigned over the city of Fare or the 
land of the Room.* * He was a powerful ruler and a wealthy, who 
had armies and guards and allies of all nations of men; but hiu 
body was afflicted with a leprosy which leaches and men of 
science failed to heal. He drant potions and he swallowed paw- 
ders and he used unguents, but naught did him good and none 
among the host of physicians availed to proc^e nun a cure. At 
last there came to his dty a mighty healer oi men and one well 
stricken in years, the sage Duhon hight. This man was a reader of 
boo^ Gre^, Persian, Roman, Arabian, and Syrian; and he tvas 
jsicillgd in astronomy and in leedicraft, the theorick as ’well as the 
pnictick; he was ejcpeiienced in all that healeth and that hurteth 
the body; conversant with the virtues of every plant, grass and 
tiCTb, and their benefit and bane; and he ujiderstood philosophy 
and had compassed the whole range of medical science and other 
branches of the knowledge tree. Now this physician passed but 
few days in the dty, ere ^ beard of the King's malady and ail his 
bodily sufferings through the leprosy with which Aikh had 
smitten him ; and how all the doctors and wise men had failed to 
heal him. Upon this be sat up through the night in deep thought 
and, when broke the dawn and appeared the mom and light was 
again tern, and the Sun OTWted the Good whose beauties the 
world adorn,* he donned his handsomest dress and going in to 
King Yunan, he kissed the ground before him: then he prayed fo r 
the endurance of his honour and prosperity in fairest langua ge 


’ In the Bui. Edit. evMicflttF » ckncit tmw. The nemt if fanciful rot 
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and made himself known saying, "'‘O King, tidings have reached 
me of what betel thee through that which is in thy person; and 
how the host of physicians Iiave proved themselves unavailing to 
abate it; and kd I can cure thee, O King; and yet mil 1 not malre 
thee dnnk of draught or anoint thee with ointment.” Now 
when King Yunan heard his werds he said in huge surprise, 
"How wilt thou do this? By Allah, if thou make me whole 1 wdi 
enrich thee even to thy son's son and I will give thee sump' 
tuous gifts; and wbatso tJiou wishest shall be thine and thou 
shale fce to me a cup^mpanion‘ and a friend." Tlie King then 
robed him with a dress of honour and entreated him graciously 
and asked him, "Canst thou indeed cure me of this complaint 
without drug and unguent?” and he answered, ‘’Yes! 1 wifi ho.! 
thee without the pains and penalties of medicine.” The King 
marvelled with exceeding marvel and said, "O physidan, when 
shall be this whereof thou speakest, and in how many days shall 
it take place? Haste thee, O my son!” He replied, ‘'J hear and I 
obey; the cure shall begin to-moiTow/’ ^ aa3dng he went 
forth from the presence, and hired himself a house in die dty for 
the better storage of his books and scrolls, his medicines and his 
aromatic roots. Then he set to v^'ork at choosing the fittest drugs 
and simples and he tashioned a bat hollow witto, and furnished 
with a handle without, for which he made a ball; the two being 
prepared with consummate art. On the next day when both 
wpe ready for use and wanted nothing more, he went up to the 
King; and, kissing the ground between his hands bade him ride 
forth on the parade ground* there to play at pall and mail. He 
was accompanied by his suite, Emirs and Chamberlains, Warira 
and Lords of the realm and, ere he was seated, the sage Duhan 
came up to him, and handing him the hat said, “Take this mall 
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and grip it as I do; «o! and now push for the plain and leaning well 
over thy horse drive the ball with all thy might until thy pmm be 
moist and thy body perspire: then the mcdidne will penetrate 
throt^ thy palm and permeate thy person, ^^en thou 
bast with playing and thou fcelest the effects of the medi' 
dnc, return to thy pahce, and make the Ghusl-ablution' in the 
Hammam'be^, and lay thoe down to sleep; so shalt thou bc' 
come whole; and now peace be with theeT Thereupon King 
Yunan took the bat from the Sage and grasp^ it firmly; then, 
mounting steed, he drove the Sail before him and g^opped 
after it till he reached it, when he struck it with all his mi^t, his 
palm gripping the bat hmidle the while; and he ceased not mallmg 
the ball till his band waxed moist and his skin, perspirine, im' 
bibed the m^idnc from the wood. Then the sage Duban Ww 
fha r the drugs had penetrated his person and bade him return to 
the p^ce and enter the Hammam without stay or delay; so 
King Yunan fort^ght returned and ordered them to dear for 
him the hath. They did so, the carpet spreaders making all 
haste, and the slaves all hurry and got ready a change of raim^t 
for the King. He entered the bath and made the total ablution 
long and thoroughly; then donned his clothes within the Ham- 
mam and rode therefrom to bis palace where he lay him down and 
slept. Such was the case with King Yunan, but as regards the 
sage Duban, he returned home and slept as usual and when 
morning dawned he repaired to the palace and craved audience. 
The IGng ordered him to be admitted; then, having kissed the 
ground between his hands, in allusion to the King he recited 
these couplets with solemn intonation:— 

Happy IS Eioqucnw when thou art niuo^ hoc sire * But looums afac whenu 
other luas the dtk ekimed, > / , * 

O of fairest prcacnce, whfl« iDuming nys * Clfar off the fo^ of dcamibt 
aye veiling deeds hij;h fjiwsd. . . j • i j 

Ne’er ceasa thy foce to shioc like D^wn and fise of Mom And diow 
Time's fecc with hot of ire inibnjedl! 

Thy grooe hath favoured us with gifts that werisd such w»c * As raitKloods 
raining on the bills by wolds enfranued; 

Freely thou kvidicdst thy wealth to fisc on high * Till vroo from Time the 
befits wher^t thy grandeur aimed. 

Now when the Sage ceased redring, the King rose quickly to lua 
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feet and fell on hia neck; then, seating bim by his side he bade 
dress him in a sumptuous dress; for it had so happened 
when the King left Hanimam he looked on his b^y and saw 
no trace of leprosy : the skin was ah clean as virgin silver. He 
joj-ed thereat wi^ exceeding joy» his breast broadened^ with 
delight and he felt thoroughly happy. Presently, when it was 
day he entered bis aaaienc£''hal! and sat upon the throne 
ot his kingship whereupon his Chamberlains and Granniees 
flocked to 3ie presence and with them the Sage Duban. Seeing 
the leach the King rose to him in honour and seated him by ius 
side; then the foro trays furnished with the daintiest viands 
were brought and the physician ate with the King, nor did he 
cease companyi^ him all that day. Moreover, at nightfall he 
gave the phyadan Duban two thousand gold pieces, besides the 
usual dress of honour and other gifts ^cre, and sent him home 
on his own steed. After the Sage had fared forth King Yunan 
again expressed his amazement at the leach's art, saying, '"This 
man medicined my body from without nor anoint^ me with 
aught of ointments: by Allah, surely this is none other than 
consummate skill! 1 am bound to honour such a man with z& 
wards and distinction, and take Ktm to my companion and my 
fnend during the remainder of my days.” So King Yunan 
passed the night in joy and gladness for that his body had been 
made whole and had thrown off so pernicious a malady. On the 
morrow the King went forth from hia Serraglio and sat upon his 
throne, and the Lords of Estate stood about him, and the Emirs 
and Waars sat as was their wont on his tight hand and on his 
left. Then he asked for the Sage Duban, who came in and kissed 
the ground before him, when the King rose to greet him and, 
seating him by his side, ate wnth him and wishaJ him long life. 
Morco\'er he robed him and gave him gifts, and ceased not cm' 
versing with him until night approached. Then the King or¬ 
dered him, by way of salary, live dresses of honour and a thousand 
dinars,* The physician returned to his own brxise full of grati'' 
tude to the King. Now when next morning diwned the 
repaired to his audience'hall.and his Lords andNobles sunoundw 

^ A idioTiT and higfilj cxprE-uivr^ The uprti^s beoping of tht «ir- 
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him and hia Chamberlains and his Ministers, as the white en- 
cloaech the black of the eyc.^ Now the King had a VVazir among 
his Wazirs, unaighdy to look upon, an ill'Qmened spectaclp, sor¬ 
did, ungenerous, full of envy and evil will. When this Minister 
saw the King place the physician near him and give him all these 
gifts, he jaiousctl him and planned to do him a harm, as in the 
saying on such sulriject, ‘“Envy lurks in every body;" and the say- 
ing, "Oppression hideth in every heart: power revealeth it and 
weakness coficealeth it." Then the Minister came before the 
King and, kiting the ground between his bands, said, "O King 
of me a^ and cl ail time, thou in whose benefits I have ^wn 
to manhood, I have weighty advice to offer thee, and if 1 withhold 
it 1 were a son of adultery and no true-born man; wherefore an 
thou order me to disclose it I will so do forthwith." Quoth the 
King (and he was troubled at the words of the Minister), "And 
what is this counsel of thine?*' Quoth he, “O glorious monarch, 
the wise of old have said;—Whewo regardeth not the end, hath 
not Fortune to fnend; and indeed 1 have lately seen the King on 
other than the right way; for he lavisheth large;^ on his 
enemy, on one whose object is the decline and full oi his 
ship: to this mnn he hath shown favour, honcuring him with 
over honour and nmJdng of him an in tiinate. Wherefore 1 fear for 
the I^g's life." The King, who was much troubled and 
changed colour, asked, ‘‘''Wham dost thou suspect and aneot 
W'hom doest th^ hint?” and the Minister answered, ’'O 
an thou be asleep, wake up! I point to the physician Duban.' 
Rqoined the King, “Fie upon theet This is a true friend who is 
favoured by me above all men, because he cured me with scrao- 
thing which 1 held in my hand, and he healed my leprosy wb'ch. 
had baffled all physicians; indeed he is one whose like may not be 
found in these days^no* not in tlie whole world from furthest 
cast to utmost west! And it is of such a man thou sayest such 
hard sayings. Now from this day forward 1 allot him a settled 
Bolde and allowances, every month a thousand gold pieces; and, 
were 1 to share witli him my ralm *twere but a little matter. 
Perforce 1 must suspect that thou speakest on this wise from 

mere envy and jealousy as they relate of the King Sindibad,"- 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day, and ceased saying her 
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permitted say. Then quoth Dimyaiad, “O my sister, how 
pleasant is thy talc, ana how tast^l, bow sweets and how 
^tefblI” She replied, “And where is this compared with what 
1 could tell thee tm the coining night if the King deign spare my 
life?” Then said the King in himself, “By Allah, I will not slay 
her until I bear the rest of her tale, for truly it is wondrous.” 
So they rested that mg^t in mutual embraoe until the dawn. 
Then the King went forth to his Hall of Rule, and the Watir 
and the troops came in, and die audience'chambCT was thronged; 
and the IGng gave orders and judged and appointed and de^sed 
and bade and forbade during the rest of that day till the Court 
broke up, and King Shahryar returned to his palace. 

Sllftn il hios the dfilth 

Her sister said, *^Do you finish for us thy stcay if thou be not 
^ecpy,“ and she resumed:—It hath reached me, O auspicious 
King and mighty Mcmrch, that King Yvman said to his Mmister, 
“O Wazir, mou art one w^hciin the evil spirit of envy bath pos^ 
sessed because of this physician, and thou plottcst for my putting 
Kitn to death, after wmch I should repent me full sorely, even as 
repented King Sindibad for killing his falcon,” Quoth the Wazir, 
“fedon me, O King of the age, how was that?” So the King 
began the story of 

King StTidibud and his Falcon. 

It is said (but Allah is AlMmowingl") that there was a King 
of the Kings of Fars, who was fond of pleasuring and divm'sion, 
especially coursing and hunting. He had reared a falcon which he 
carried all night on his fist, and whenever he went a<hasmg he 
took with him this bird; and he bade make for her a golden caplet 
hung around her neck to give her drink thereffom. One day as 
the King was sitting auietly in his pabce, behold, the high fal' 
coner of the househola suddenly adgressed him, “O King of the 
age, this is indeed a day fit for birding.” The King gave orders aC' 
cordingly and set out taking the haw'k on fist; and they fared 
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merrily forwards cili they made a Wady’ where they planted a 
cirde of nets for the cha^: when lot a gasclle came within the 
tdls and the King cried, "'WhoM alloweth yon gazelle to spring 
over his head and loseth her, that man will 1 surely shy." 
They narrowed the nets about the gazelle when she drew near 
the King’s station; and, planting herself on her hind qaarter, 
crossed her forehand over her breast, as if about to kiss the earth 
brfore the He bowed his brow low in admowledgmeot to 

the beast; when she bounded high over his head and took the 
way of the waste. Thereupon tiie King turned towards his 
troops and seeing them winking and pointing at him, he asked, 
“O Wazir, what ate my men saying?" and the Minister answered, 
"They say thou didst proclaim that w'hoso allowetb the ^zelle 
to spring over his head, that man shall be put to death." Quoth 
the King, "Nov/, by the life of my head! I will follow her up till 
1 bring her back," So he set oiF gallopping on the gazelle's trail 
and gave not over tracking rill Tie reached the tooC'hills of a 
mountain'chain w'here the quarry made for a cave. Then the 
King cast of ac it the falcon which presently caught it up and, 
swooping down, drove her talons into its eyes, bewildering and 
blinding it;’ and the King drew his mace and struck a nlow 
which tolled the game over. He then dismounted; and, after 
cutting the antelope’s throat and fla^g the body, hung it to 
the pommel of his saddle. Now the time was that of the siesta* 
and the wold was parched and dry, nor was any water to be 
found anywhere; and the King thirsted and his horse also; 
so be went about searching till he saw a tree dropping warcr, as 
it were melted butter, from its boughs. Thereupon the King 
who wore gauntlets of skin to guard him against poisons took 
the cup from the hawk's neck, and filling it with the water set it 
before the bird, and lo! the falcon struck it with her pounces and 
upset the liquid. The King filled it a second time with the 
dnpping drops, thinking his hawk was thirsty; but the bird again 
struck at the cup with her talons and overturned it. Then the 
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King waxed wroth with the hawt and filling the cup a third 
time ofTcred it to bis horee; but the hawk upset it with a flirt of 
wings. Quoth the King. confound thee, thou unlticb^t 

of flying things! thou fceepest me from drinking, and thou cte' 
privest thyself also, and the horse/' So he strusi the falwn with 
fit'g sword and cut off her wingv hut the bird rais^ her h^d and 
said by signs, "Look at that which hangeth on the treel The 
King liftM up his eyes accordingly and caught sight of a brood 
of vipers, whose poison'draps he mistook ior water; thcieupori 
be repented him of having struck off his falcon's wing, ^d 
mounting horse, fared on with the dead gazelle, till he arrived at 
the camp, his starting place. He threw the quai^ to ^ 
saying, ' Take and broil it," and sat down on his chair, the falcon 
b^e still on his fist when suddenly the bird g3.5ped and died; 
whereupon the King cried out in Borrow and remorse for having 
slain that feJeon wliich had saved his life. Now this is w^t 
occurred in the case of King Sindibad; and I am assured iMt 
were I to do as thou desirest I should repent even as the man who 
kdled his prrot." Quoth the Wazir, "And how was that?" 
And the King beg^ to tell 

Tlic Tale of the Husband and tht FarmO 

A CERTAiK man and a merchant to boot had married a fair wife, 
a woman of perfect beauty and grace, symmetry and lovclm^s. of 
whom he was nmd jealous, and who contrived successhiUy to 
keep him from travel. At bst an oocasson compelling him to 
leave her, he went to the bird-market and bou^t him for one 
hundred gold pieces a she-parrot which he set in Pis hou^ to act 
as duenna, expecting her to acquaint him on his return with what 
had passed during the whole rime of his absence; for the bird 
was kenning and cunning and never forgot what she bad seen 
and heard. Now his fair wife had lallen in love with a young 

----- 'a 
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Turk ^ who used to visit her, and she feasted him by day and lay 
with’him by night. When the man had made his iou^ey 
won his wish he came home; and, at once causing the Parrot 
brought to him, questioned her concemmg the ^ 

consort whibt he was in foreign parts. Quoto she, Thy 
hath a man-friend who passed every night with her during chme 
absence.'’ Thereupon the husband went to bis wiie in a %noIent 
rage and bashed her with a hashing severe enough to satisfy any 
body. The woman, suspecting that one of the slave-girls haa 
been tattling to the master, called them tc^ether and 
tioned them upon their oaths, when all swore toey had 
kept the secret, but that the Parrot had not, adding, we 

h^rdherwithourownearB." Upon this the wTiman bade ime or 
the girls to set a hand-mill under the cage and grind thme with and 
a second to sprinkle water through the cage-roof and a tM to 
run about, right and left, flashing a minor of bright steel through 
the livelong night. Next morning when the husband 
home after being entertained by one ol ^ mends he tode 
bring the Parrot before him and asted what had taken 
whilst he was away. ''Pardon me, O my master, quoth the 
bird “I could neither hear nor sec aught by reason ot the ci' 
oeeding murk and the thunder and lightning which las^ 
througliout the night." As it happened to U the suinraer-tide 
the master was astounded and crira. But we are now 
Tammtb:.* * and this is not the time for mins and storms. _ Ay, 
by AlUh," rejoined the bird, "I saw with these eyes what my 
tongue hath told thee.'' Upon this the num. not knov^g the 
case nor smoking the plot, waxed exceeding wroth; aiid 
that his wife had been wrongously accused, put lorth his hand 
and pulling the Parrot from her cage dashed her upon the ground 
with such force that he killed her on the spot. Some days aft^' 
wards one of his akve^gtrls confessed to him the whole truths 
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yet would he not believe it till he saw the young Turk, his 
wife's lover, coming out of her chamber, when be bared his 
blade* and slew him by a blow on the back of the neck; and he 
did the same by the adulteress; and thus the twain, laden with 
mortal sin, went stiaightways to Hterml Fire. Then the mex' 
chant knew that the Ranot had told Kim the truth anent all she 
had seeiTi and he mourned grievously for her loss, when moumitig 
availed him not. The Minister, bearing the words of King Yu- 
nan, rejoined, “O Monarch, high in dignity, and what h^ 
have 1 done him, or what evil have I seen from him that I should 
compass his death? 1 would not do this thing, save to serve 
thee, and soon ahalt thou sight that it is right; and if thou ac' 
cept my advice thou shalt be saved, otherwise thou shaJt be 
destroyed cvct as a cemin Warir who acted treacherously by 
tl^ young Prince.'* Asked the King, "How was that?" and the 
Minister thus began 


The Tale 0 / the Prince and the Ogrejj. 

A CERTAIN King, who had a son over much given to hunting and 
coding, ordered one of his Warirs to be in attendance upon him 
whithersoever he might wend. One day the youth set out for 
toe chase accompanied by his father’s Ivfinister; and, as they 
i^^ on a big wild beast came in sight. Cried the 

V/arir to the King s son. Up and at yon noble tjuairy!" So the 
Prince follow^ it until he was lost to every eye and the chase got 
away from ^ in the waste; whereby he was confused and he 
knew not which way to turn, when b! a damsel appeared ahead 
and she was in tears. The King's son asked, "^\^o art thou^" 
^d she aiMwered, "1 am daughter to a King among the Kings of 
^d, and 1 was travelling with a caravan in the desert when 
drowsiness overcame me, and 1 fell from my beast unwittingly* 
whereby I am cut off from my p^ple and sore bewildered.’' 
The Prmce hearing these words, pitied her case and, mountbg 
her his horae’s crupper, travelled until he passed by an old 
nun, when the damsel said to him, "O my uiaster I wish to 
otey a all of nature"; he therefore set her down at the mm 
where she delayed so long that the King's son thwjght that she 
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wa§ only wasting time; so be followed her without her knowh 
edge and beboldt she was a Ghukh/ a wicked Ogips, who was 
saying to her brood, "O my children, this day ! bring a fine 
fat youth* * for dinner;*’ whereto they answered, “'Bring him 
quick to us, O our mother, that we may browse upon him our 
bellies fulL ’ The Ptince hearing their talk, made sure of death 
and his side-rnuscles quivered in fear for his life, so he turned 
away and was about to Qy, The Ghulab came out and seeing 
him in sore a^ght (for he was trembling in every limb) cried, 
“Wherefore art thou afraid?'* and he replied, ‘*1 lave hit upon 
an enemy w*hom I greatly fear.” Asked the Ghulah, "Diddest 
thou not say:—1 am a King's son?” and he answered, ''Even so.” 
Then quoth she, *"Why dost not give thine enemy something of 
money and so satisfy him?” Quoth he. **He will not be saris' 
fied with my purse but only with my life, and I mortally fear 
him iuid am a man under oppression.” She replied, **if thou be 
so distressed, as thou deemest. ask aid against hiin from Allah, 
w*ho will surely protect thee from his ill'Oaing and from the evil 
whereof thou art afeid.” Then the Prince raised his eyes 
heavenwards and cried, “O Thou who answerest the neces' 
sitous when he calleth upon Thee and dispelleat his distress; 
O my God! grant me victory over my foe and turn him from me, 
for Thou over all things art Almighty.' The Ghulah, hearing 
his prayer, turned away from him, and the Prince returned to 
his father, and told him the tale of the Wazir; whereupon the 
King summoned the Minister to his presence and then and 
there slew him. Thou likewise, O King, if thou continue to 
trust this leach, shalt be made to die the worst of deaths. He 
venly thou madest much of and whom thou entieatedest as an 
intimate, will work tby destruction. Secst thou not how he 
healed the disease from outside thy body by something grasped 
in thy hand? Be not assured that he will not destroy thee by 
something held in like manner! Replied King Yunan, *ThDu 
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bast spoken sooth, O Wazir, it may well be as thou hintest 
O my weJI'advising Mmiatef; and belike this Sage bath come as 
a spy searching to put me to death; for assuredly if he cured me 
by a something held in my handt he can kill me by a something 
given me to smell” Then asked Kin^ Yunan, ”0 Minister, what 
must done with him?” and the Wadr answered, “Send after 
him this very instant and summon him to thy presence; and when 
he shall come strike him across the neck; and thus shalt thou rid 
thyself of him and his wickedness, and deceive him ere he 
deceive thee,” ""Thou hast again spoken sooth, O Waiir,” said 
the King and sent one to call the Sage who came in joyful mood 
for he knew not what had appointed for h im the Cbmpassionate; 
as a certain poet saith by way of illuetratton:— 

D Tbw who femtst amiSding fiire * Trust all to Him who builc ds 
world aod wait: 

What Fate saith 'Be" perfora muit be, my bed t • And safe art thou from 
th UQdecreed of Fate, 


As puban the physician entered he addressed the King in 
these lines^^— 

An jail I of my thanks to thw nor thank thee day iiy day • Foe whom oita- 
posed 2 prose and verse, for whom my say and by? 

Thew bvisl^t thy getwrou* gifts ere they we« craved by me * Thou 
lavuhedit thy boruu unaou^t sjim jaietext or deLy; 

How shall I atint my praise of thee, how shall 1 osue to bud * The grace of 
thee Ml weresy and patmtest display? 

Nay; I will tkmlt thy benefits, for aye thy favours lie ■ Light on my tiiought 
and tongue, though hitivy on my hack they weigh. 

And he said further on the same theme;— 

Turn thee from grief i™ care u jot I * Commit thy needs to Fate and Loti 

Enjoy the l^csent passing W'ell * And let the Past be clean forgot; 

For whatso haply seemeth worse * Shall work thy weal as Allah west; 

Allah shall dp wha te'er He wills * And m His will oppose Him not. 

And fiirther still;— 

To th' AU-uw Subtle One trust worldly things • Rest the* from all wherere 
the woHdhne clin^: 

Leant t^ly wellnauiiht cometh by thy will • But e'en as wileth Allah. King 
ofKings. * 


Tai:^ op thb Wazir and the Sage Duban. ^7 
And lastly:— 

Gladaiane giy fvgct thine cv«y grief * Pull often grief eh£ wiast heana 
outwore: 

Thought is but folly m the feeble stave * Shun it and so be savfed evennote. 

Said the King for sole return, “Knowest thou whjf I have aum-- 
moned thee?” and the Sage replied, “Alkh Most Highest altme 
kcnneth hidden thin^!” But the King rejoined, "I summoned 
thee only to take thy life and utterly to destroy thee.” Duban the 
Wise wondered at this strange address with exceeding wonder 
and asked, "O King, and wherefore wouldest thou slay me, and 
what ill have 1 done thee?” and the King answered, “Men ceil me 
thou art a spy sent hither with intent to sky me; and lo! I will 
bll thee ere 1 be killed by thee;” then he called to his Sworder, 
and said, “Strike me off the head of this traitor and deliv^ us 
from his evil practices/’ Quoth the Sage, “Spare me and Allah will 
spare thee; slay me not or Allah siilll sky thee.” And he re¬ 
peated to him these very words, even as I to thee, O Ifrit, and 
yet thou w'ouldst not let me go, being bent upon my d^th. 
King Yunan only rejoined, “I not be safe without slaying 
thee; for, as thou healedst me by something held in band, so am 1 
not secure against cby Idllitig me by something given me to amelJ 
or otherwise." Said the physician, “This then, O King, is thy 
requital and reward: thou retumest only evil for good." The 
King replied, “There is no help for it; die thou must and without 
delay.'' Now when the pbysidan was certiiied that the King 
would sky him without waiting, he wept and regretted the 
good he had done to other than me good. As one Imth said on 
this subject:— 

Of wit and wisdom is Maymunah' bare * Whose sire in wisdom all tbs wits 
outstrip peth: 

Mm may not tread on mud or dust or clay * Save by good sense, else tnppech 
be and slippeth. 

Hereu^n the Sworder stepped forward and bound the Sage 
Du bank ey es and bared his blade, saying to the King, “By thy 
leive;” while die physician wept and cried, '"Spare me and Allah 
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will spare thee, and sh}' me not or Allah shall slay thee,*' and 
be^ repeating:— 

1bod and ‘scared noc, they weie cn*I and escaped; * And my londiKss 

only led me to Rmoation Hall; 

If I live I'll nt*ef be kmd; if 1 die, then all be damned * Wbo follow me.and 

Cutset tbrir kincilijicss bebL 

‘*Is this,*’ continued Duban, “the return 1 meet from thee? Thou 
pvest me, meseems, but crocodile-boon." Quoth the King,“l^^t 
i$ the tale of the crocodile?", and quoth the physician, “Impos- 
sibleformeto tellitintbismy state; Allah upon thee,spare toe,as 
thou hopest Allah shall spare thee." And he wept xaith ex' 
ceeding weeing. Then one of the King's favourites stood up 
and said, “O King! grant me the blood of this physician; we 
have never seen Kini sin a^nst thee, or doing aught save healtog 
thee from a disease which bafSed every leach and man of sdenoe," 
Said the King, "Ye wot not the cause of my putting to death this 
physidan, and this it is. If I spare him, 1 doom myself to cer ta in 
death; for one who healed me of such a malady fay something hcM 
in tny hand, surely can slay me by something held to my no^; 
and 1 frar lest he Icill me for a price, since haply he is some spy 
whose sole purpose in conunig hither was to compass my destruc' 
lion. So there is no help for it: die he must, and thai oiUy shall I 
be sure of my own life."'Again cried Duban, "Spare me and Allah 
shall spare thee; and slay me not or Allah shall slay thee," But 
it was in vain. Now when the physidan, O Ifrit, knew for cer¬ 
tain that the King would kill him, he said, "O I^g, if there be no 
help but I must die, grant me some little delay that I may go 
down to my house and release myself from mine obligations and 
direct my folk and my neighbours where to bury me and dis¬ 
tribute my books of tncdicine. Amongst these I have one, the 
rarest of rarities, which 1 would present to thee as an offering: 
keep it as a treasure in thy treasury." “And what is in the book?" 
ask^ the King and the ^ge answered, “Things beyond compt; 
and the least of secrets is that if, directly after thou hast cut off 
my hsid, thou open three leaves and read three lines of the page 
to thy left hand, my head shall speak and answer every quesrion 
thou ddgnest ask of it." The King wondered with eyceedfn g 
v^ondcr and shaking* with delight at the novelty, said, “O 

^ Anb- "HhtiiJzj" rhat itKtorjij and tnatmcHvc mo^enwnt caujnl bv good 
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physician, dost thou really tell me that when I cut thy head 
it will sj^k to me?” He replied, “Yes, O King!" Quoth the 
King, “This is indeed a strange matter!” and forthwith sent him 
closely guarded to his house, and Duban then and there settled 
all his obligations. Ne;^t day he went up to the King^s audience 
hall, where Emirs and Wazirs, Chamberlains and Nabobs, 
Grandees and Lords of Estate were gathered together, oiaking 
the presence-fhamber gay as a garden of flower-beds. And lo! 
the physidan came up and stood before the King, bearing a 
worn old volume and a little etui of metal full of powder, uke 
that used for the eyes,’ Then he sat down and said, “Give me a 
tray." So they brought him one and he poured the powder 
upon it and levelled it and lastly spake as follows; “O King, 
t^e this book but do not open it tiU my head falls; then set it 
upon this tray, and bid press it down upon the powder, when 
forthright the blood will cease flowing. That is the time to 
the book." The King thereupon took the book and made a sign 
to the Sworder, who arose and struck oif the physician's he^ 
and phidag it on the middle of the tray, pressed it down upon 
the powder. The blood stopped flowing, and the Sage Duban 
unclosed his eyes and said, “Now open the book, O Kuigi” The 
King opened the book, and found the leaves stuck together; so he 
put his Anger to his mouth and, by moistening it, he easily 
turned over the first leaf, and in like way the second, and the 
third, each leaf opening with much trouble; and when he had un¬ 
stuck six leaves he looked over them and, finding nothing written 
thereon, said, “O physician, there is no writisg here 1" ^ban re¬ 
plied. “Turn over yet more;'* and he turned over three others in 
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the same way. Now the book was poisoned; and before long 
tbe vencm penetmted hts system, and be fell into strong COD' 
vulsions and he cried out, “The poison hath done its work!" 
Whereupon the Sage Duban's head began to improivise;— 

There be rulers who have ruled with a fall tymuii: away * But they aoon 
became as thotlgh they had never, never been; 

Just, they had won justice: they oppressed and were opprest * By Pevtuoe, who 
requited theta with ban and bom and teen: 

So they faded like the moni, and the tongue of things repeats * 'Taia this fiir 
that, nor vent upon Fortune's ways thy gpken." 

No sooner had the bead ceased speaking than the King railed over 
dead. Now I would have thee know, O I&itj that if King Yunan 
had spared the Sage Duban, Allah w'ould have spared him; but be 
refused so to do and decreed to do him dead, wherefare Allah 
slew him; and thou too, O ifirt, if thou hadst spared me, Allah 

would have spared thee.-And Shahraaad perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased saying her permitted say: then quoth Dunya* 
tad, “O my sister, how pleasant ia thy tale, and how tast^ul; 
how sweet, ^d how ^teful!" She replied, “And where is this 
compared wi^ what I could cell thee this coming night, if 1 
live and the King spare me?” Said the King in himself “By Allah, 
1 will not slay her until 1 hear the rest of her story, for truly it is 
wondrous,” They rested that night in mutual embrace until 
dawn: then the King went forth to his Darbar; the Wazirs and 
troops came in and the audience'hall was cr o wd ed; so the King 
gave orders and judged and appointed and deposed and bade and 
forbade the rest of that day, when the court broke up, and King 
Shahryar entered his palace. 


ISlten ti (tie ^ixih 

Her sister, Dunyazad, said to her,“Pray finish for us thy story;” 
and she answered, “I will if the King give me leave.” “Say on," 
quoth the King. And she continued:^—It hath reached me, O 
auspicious King, that when the Fisherman said to the Ifrit, '*If 
thou hadst spared me I would have spared thee, but nothing 
would satisfy thee save roy death; so now I will do thee die by 
jailing in this jar and I will hurl thee into this sra.." Then 
the Marid roared aloud and cried, “Allah upon thee. O Fishet' 
man, don't! Spare me, and pardon my past doings; and, as I have 
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been tyrannous, so be thou generous, for it is said among sayings 
that go current:—O thou who doeat good to biro who hath done 
thee evil, sutEce for the ill'doer his lU'deeds, and do not deal with 
me as did Umamah to ‘Acikah*”' Asked the Fisherman, “'And 
what was their case?" and the Ifrit answered. ''This is not the 
time for story-telling and 1 in this prison; but set me free and 1 
will cell thee the tale/* Quoth the Fisherman, “Leave this Ian- 
guager there is no help but that thou be thrown back into the sea 
nor is there any way for thy getting out of it for ever and ever. 
Vainly I placed myself under uiy protection,® and I humbled my' 
self to thee with weeping, while thou sou^test only to day me, 
who bad done tbee no injury deserving this at tby hands; nay, 
so far from injuring thee by any evil act, 1 worked tbee nought 
but weal in releasing thee from that jail of thiue. Now 1 knew 
thee to be an evil-doer when thou diddest to roe what tbou 
didst, and know, that when I have cast thtt back into the sea, 
1 will warn whomsoever may Esh thee up of what hath befallen 
me with thee, and 1 will advise him to toss thee back again; so 
shalt thou abide here under these waters till the End of Time 
shall make an end of tbee." But the Ifrit cried aloud, "Set me 
free; this is a noble occasion for generosity and 1 make covenant 
with thee and vow never to do thee hurt and harm; nay, 1 will 
help tbK to what s^li put thee out of want/' The Fiahennan 
accepted his promises on both conditions, not to trouble him as 
before, but on the contrary to do him service; and, after making 
firm the plight and swearing him a solemn oath by Allah Most 
Highest he opened the cucurbit. Thereuf^ the pillar of smoke 
rose up till all of it was fuDy out; then it thickmed and once 
more became an Ifrit of hideous presence, who forthright ad- 
ministered a kick to the bottle and sent it flying into the sea. 
The Fisbennan, seeing how the cucurbit was treated and making 
sure of his own death', piddled in his clothes and said to himself, 
“This promiseth badly;" but he fortified his heart, and cried, 
“O Ifrit, Allah hath said®:—Perform your covenant; for the 
performance of your covenant shall be inquired into hereafter. 


1 Use laic of thca: iwo wow^a. Of r<w fefgutnm. 
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Thou base made a vow to me and hast sworn an oath not to play 
me false lest Allah play thee fojse, for verily he is a jealous God 
who respiteth the sinner, but letteth him not escape. I say to 
thee as said the Sage Duban to King Yunan, '“Spare me so Alkh 
may spare thee!" ITie Ifrit burst into laughter and stalked away, 
saying to the Fisherman, “Follow mei’' and the man peed after 
him at a safe distance (for he was not assured of escape) till they 
had pssed round the suburbs of the d^. Thence they struck 
into the uncultivated grouilcls, and crossing them descended into 
a broad wilderness, and lo! in the midst of it stood a mountain' 
tarn. The Ifrit waded in to the middle and again cried, “Follow 
me;" and when this was done he took his stand in the centre 
and bade the man cast his net and catch his fish. The Fisherman 
looked into the water and was much astonished to see therein 
vari-coloured fishes, white and red, blue and yellow; however ^ 
cast his net and, hauling it in, saw that he had netted four fishes, 
one of each colour. Thereat he rcj'oiced greatly and more when 
the Ifrit said to him, “Carry these to the Sultan and see them in 
his presence; then he will give thee what shall make thee a 
wealthy man; and now accept my excuse, for by Allah at this 
time I wot none other way of benefiting thee, inasmuch 1 have 
lain in this sea eighteen hundred years and have not seen the 
face of the world save within this hour, But 1 would not have 
thee fish here save once a day.’’ The Ifrit then gave him God¬ 
speed, saying, “'Allah grant we meet again;"^ and struck the 
earth with one foot, whereupon the ground clove asunder and 
swallowed him up. The Fisherman, much marvellmg at what 
had happened to him with the Ifiit, took the fish and made for 
the dty; and as soon as he reached home he filled an eart^n bowl 
with water and therein threw the fish which began to struggle 
and wriggle a bout, Then he bore off the bo wl upon hia head and, 
repairing to the King's palace (even as the Ifint had bidden him) 
laid the fish before the presence; ^d the King wondered with 
exceeding wonder at the sight, for never in his lifetime had 
he SCOT fishes like these in quality or in conformatton. So he 
said, “Give those fish to the stranger slave-girl who now coobeth 
for us," meaning the bond-maiden whom the King of Roum had 

nOT dcfotflitc FIAff thi tic JlbflspccJ r ts rCi IL i pojJcttMr pJin3st~^ 
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sent to only three days before, eo that he had not yet mac^ 
trid of her talents in the dircssmg of meat. Thereupon the Wasir 
carried the fish to the cook and bade her fry them' saying, "O 
damsel, the King sendetli this say to thee:—I have not treasured 
thee, O tear o* * me? save for stress-time of me; approve, then, to 
us this day thy dehoite handiwork and thy savoury cooking; for 
this dish of fish is a present sent to the Sultan and evidently a 
rarity ” The Watir, after he had carefully charged her, returned 
to the King, who commanded him to give the Fisherman four 
hundred dinars: he gave them accordingly, and the man took 
them to bis bosom and rmi of home stumbling and falling and 
rising again and deemmg the whole thing to be a dream. How' 
ever, he bought for his family all they wanted and lastly hs went 
to his wife in huge joy and gladness. So far concerning him; but 
as le^ids the cookmaid, she took the fish dea^d them and 

set in the frying pan, basting them with oil till one side was 
dressed- Then she turned them over 3-nctf behold^ tli 0 kitchen 
wall clave asunder, and tbereffoni came a young lady, fair of form, 
oval of lace, perfect in grace, with eyelids which Kohl-lin^ 
enchase.* Her dress was a silken head-kerchief fringed and 
tasseled with blue: a lar^ ring hung from either ear; a pair of 
bracelets adorned her wrists; rings with bezels of pricel^s gems 
were on her fingers; and she bent in band a long^rod of ^ttan- 
cane which ^e uirust into the frying-pan, saying, O fish! O fish, 
be ye constant to your covenant?^* When the cookmaiden saw 
thk apparition she swooned away. The young lady Kpcated 
words a second time and a third time, and at last the fishes raised 
their heads from the pan, and saying in articulate speech ‘Test 
Yes!” began widi <Mie voice to reate;— 

Come back and »will 1? Keep fiitUi and » wiU 1! * And if sre bin fbmke, 
m itquice till quits we cry! 


I Charming liml'licciy of miniten wiMm iTw P^nie Minwwr toriiw the ash (thade of 
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After this the ycxmg bdy upsrt the frying-pan and went forth by 
the way she came in and the kitchen wall closed upon her* When 
^ cook-maiden recovered from her fainting-fit, she saw the four 
fishes charred black as charcoal, and crying out, ''“His saiff brake 
in his first bout,’*^ she amin fell swooniiig to the ground, W^st 
she was in this case the Wasir came for t^ fish and looking upon 
her as inseisible she lay, not knowing Sunday from Thurstky, 
shoved her with his foot and raid, ‘''Bring the fish for the Sultan!" 
Then^Mn r^overing from her ikinting-fit she wept and in¬ 
form^ him of her case and all that had befallen her. The Waair 
marvelled ^eatly and exclaiming, “This is none other rhaf ) 
a right strange matter!’’, be sent after the Fisherman and said 
to 1^, “Thou, O Fisherman, must needs fetch us four fi sh es like 
those thou broughtest before." Thereupon the man repaired to 
the mm and cast his net; and when he landed it, lo! four fishes 
were therdn exactly like the first. These he at once carried to 
the Warir, who went in with them to the cook-maiden and said, 
‘"Up with thee and fry these in my presence, that I may see this 
business/' The damsel arose and cleansed the fish, and set than 
in the frying-pan over the fire; however they remained there 
but a little while ere the wail clave asunder and the young 
lady appeared, dad as before and holding in hand the wand 
which she again thrust into the frying-pan, saying, “O fish! O 
fishf be ye constant to your olden covenant?"’ And behold, 
the fish lifted their heads, and repeated “Yes! Yes!" and redted 
this couplet: 

CacDe tuck anJ so will I! K«p f»th and so will 1! *Dua if ye ftm forsake. 

I'll requitt^ till quits cry ! 

And Shahrazad peredv^ the dawn of day and ce a s’ d saying her 
pennitced ray. 

Mifirn it mas tfie .Misfit, 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
the fishes spoke, and the young lady upset the frying-pan with 
her rod, and went forth by the way she came and the wall closed 
up, the Waiir cried out, ‘"This is a thing not to be hidden from 
the King,” So he went and told him what bad happened .where¬ 
upon quoth the King, “There is no help for it but that 1 see this 
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with mine own eyes." Then he sent for the Fiahcrtnan and ctHn- 
manded him to bring four other fish like the first and to cake with 
him three men as Viitnesses. The Fishenmn at once brought the 
fish: and the King, after ordering them to give him four hundred 
gold pieces, turned to the Warir and said, “Up and fry me the 
hgkes here before me!" The Minister, replying “To hear is to 
obey," bade bring the frying-pan, threw therein the cleansed lish 
and set it over the fire; when lo! the wall clave asunder, and out 
burst a black slave like a huge rock or a remnant of the tribe Ad* 
bearing in hand a branch of a green tree; and He cried in loud 
and terrible tones, “O fish! O fish! be yc all constant to your 
anriaue covenant?" whereupon the fishes lifted thdr heads from 
the ft^g'pan and said, “Yes! Yes! we be true to our vow;“ and 
they again redted the couplet; 

Come kdt and w will 1! Keep fiiith and to will I ' *8ut if ye fiiin fon^ 
rU requite till quita wc cry! 

Then the huge blackamoor approached the frying'pan and upset 
it with the branch and went forth by the way he came in. When 
he vanished fix»m thdr sight the King inspcctal the fish; and 
finding them all chaired black as charcoal, was utterly bewildered 
and said to the Warir, “Verily this is a matter wharcanent silence 
cannot be kept, and as for the fishes, assuredly some marvellous 
adventure connects with them." So he bade bring the Fisherman 
and asked him, saying “Fie on thee, feDowl whence came these 
fishes?" and he answered, “From a tarn between four heights 
lying behind this mountain which is in sight of thy city." Quoth 
the King, “How many days* inarch?" Quoth he, “O our lord the 
Sultan, a w^ of half hour," The King wondered and, stra^bt- 
way ordering his men to march and horsemen to mount, led ou the 
Fisherman who went Wore as guide, privily damning the Ifrit. 
They fared on till they had climbed the mouncain and descended 
unto a great desert wl^ they had never seen during all their 
lives; and the Sultan and his merry men marvelled much at the 
wold set in the midst of four mountains, and the tarn and its 
fishes of four colours, red and white, yellow and blue. The 
stood fixed to the spot in wonderment and asked his troops and 
all present, “Hath any one among you ever seen this piece of 


* Prehliidrit Anbi ithd nMfured from 60 ro lOO culnd Ittgh: Ktiran, 
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wateT before now?” and all made answer, ”0 King of the agp, 
never did we set eyes upon it during all our days." They alio 
quesdoned the oldest inhabitants they met, men well stricken in 
years, but they replied, each and every, ”A lakelet like this we 
never saw in this pbce." Thereupon quoth the King, “By Allah 
I will neither return to my capital nor sit upon the throne of my 
forbears till I leam the truth about this tarn and the £sh therein." 
He then ordered his men to dismount and bivouac all around the 
mountain; which they did; and summoning his Wasir, a Minister 
^much expmence, sagadous, of penetra ting wit and well versed 
in affairs, said to him, “■ Tis in my mind to do a certam thing, 
whereof 1 inform thee; my heart telleth me to fare foiS 
alone this night and root out the mystery of this tarn and its 
fishes. Do thou take thy seat at my tent'door, and say to the 
Emirs and Wazirs, the Nabobs and the Chambalains, in fine to 
all who ask thee:—Sultan is ill at ease, and he hath ordered 
me to refuse all admittance;' and be careful thou let none know 
my design.” And the Wadr could not oppose him. Then the 
King changed his dress and ornaments and, slinging his sword 
over his shoulder, took a path which led up one ofthe mountains 
and marched for the rest of the night till morning dawned; nor 
did he cease way&ring till the heat was too much for him. After 
his long walk he restra for a while, and then resumed his march 
and fared on throu^ the second night till dawn, when suddenly 
th^ appeared a black point in the far distance. Hereat he 
rejoiced and said to himself, "Haply some one here shall acquaint 
me vrith the mystery of the tarn and its fishes." Presently 
drawing near the dark object he found it a palace built swart 
stone plated with iron; and, while one leaf of the mite stood wide 
open, the other w’as shut. The King’s spirits rose high as he stood 
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before the gate and rapped a light rap; but hearing no answer he 
knocked a secreid knock and a chirn: yet there came no sign. 
Then he knocked his loudest but stili no answer, so he said, 
"DoubtIcsa 'tiB empty.” Tbercupon he mustered up resolution 
and boldly walked through the main gate into the great hall and 
there cried out aloud, "Holla, yc people of the p^ccl 1 am a 
stranger and a wayfarer; have you aught here of victual?” He 
repeated his cry a second time and a third but still there came no 
reply; so strengthening his heart and making up his mind he 
smiled through the vestibule into the ve^ middfe of the palace 
and found no man in it. Yet it was furnished with silken stuHs 
gold'Starred; and the ha nging s were let down over the door'Ways. 
In the midst was a spadous court off which set four open saloons 
each with its raised dais, saloon facing saloon; a canopy shaded 
the court and in the centre was a jetting fount with four Bgures of 
lions made of red gold, spouting from their mouths water clear as 
pearls and diaphanous gems. Round about the palace birds were 
let loose and over it stretched a net of golden wire, hindering them 
from flying off; in brief there was everything but human beings. 
The King marvelled mistily thereat, yet felt he sad at heart for 
that he saw no one to give Kim account of the waste and its 
tarn, the fishes, the moun tains and the palace itself. Presently as 
he sat between the doors in deep thought behold, there came a 
voice of lament, as from a heart griefspent and he heard the voice 
chanting these verses,— 

1 fcud what 1 endured of him* * and yet it came to light, * And nighdy sleep 
lYitw cyEtids Bed and changed to sleepless night: 

Oh wcrid! Oh Fate! withhold thy hand and cease chy hurt and harm * Look 
and behold my hapless sprite in dolour and alright; 

!iVtlc ikt'er almw ruih to highhom youth who lost him on the way * Of Low;, 
and fell from wealth and fune lO lowest basest wigtit. 
jealexu of Zephyr's breath was T as on your fnmi he breathed * But whenas 
Destiny dcsixnds she blira^th human si^t,? 

What shall the hapless sreber do' who when nc fmats his foe * And bends hie 
bow TO shoiA the shaft shall find his string undight? 

When cark and care » heavy bear on vouth* of fflneioui soul * How shall he 
'scape his Inc and where &om Fare bis place a Bight? 


* He ipeaks oT hit wire, but eupbeniiiiicBllr tn the niuciilmc. 
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Now when the Sultan heard the mournful voke he sprang to his 
feet; and, following the sound, found a curtain let down over a 
chamber-door. He raised it and saw behind it a young man 
sitting upon a couch about a cubit above the ground; and he 
feir to the sight, a well shaped wight, with eloquence digjit; his 
forehead was flower^white, his cheek rosy bright, and a mole cm 
his cheek'br^dth like an ambergrifrmite; even as the poet doth 
indite:— 

A youth slim-wdsced 6™a whoee beb and brow' ■ Tbit world in bbeknessand 

, , , , 

Thnughout Creadm a round titt fitirer show * No raiEr sight tniiK eye hath 
ever met: . 

A nm-hrown mde arts thmoed upcai a cheek * Of rosiest red beocath an eye 
of jcL* 

The King rejoiced and saluted him, but he remained sitting in his 
caftan ca sillfRn stuff purfled with E^prian gold and his crown 
studded with gems of sorts; but his fere was sad with the traces 
of sorrow. He returned the royal salute in most couneous wise 
adding, ‘*0 my lord, thy dignity demandet^ my rismg to tl^; 
and my sole excuse is to crave thy pardon."* Quoth the King, 
■“Thou art excused, O youth; so look up<m me as thy guest come 
hither (xi an especial object. ! would dicfu acquaint me with the 
secrets of this tarn and its 6shes and of this palace and thy loneli- 
ness therein and the cause of tdiy groa n ing and wailing.” U^en 
the young man beard these words be wept with sore weeping^ 
till ^s botom vras drenched with tears and began reciting:— 

Say him who eamliiHtA $Iccps whit whik the shaft of Fortune fli« * How many 
Joth this ahif ting world Uy and raise to tise? 

rhii y eyt be in flkepi sleep th" s eyes* And who 

found Time ever fair, or Fate in cpioscarit guise? 

Then he sighed a long-fetched sigh and redted:— 

Confide thy case to Him, the Loed who mde mankind; * Quit fark and oie 
and cuJtavato tdotonc of mind; 

Ask rtot Past or hew or why ic came to * All human thinp by Fate 
and Destiny uotc desigoeii 


* FrtHTi the Bai Edit- 
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The King marvelled and asked him, “WTaat maketh thee weep, O 
young man?" and he answered, "How should I not weep, when 
this is tny caseT'' Thereupon he put CHit his band and raised the 
skirt of his garment, when lo! the lower half of him appeared 
stone down to his feet while from hie mvel to the hair of ^s head 
he was man. The King, seeing this his pb'gbt, grieved with sore 
grief and of his compassiem cried, '‘Akck and well-away! in very 
sooth, O youth, thou heapest sorrow upon my sorrow, I was 
mind^ to ask thee the mystery of the hshes only: whereas now 
1 am concerned to learn thy story as well as theirs. But there is 
no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the 
Great!' Lose no time, O youth, but tell me forthright thy whole 
tale." Quoth he, ""Lend me dxine ears, thy sight and thine in' 
sight;" and quoth the King, "All are at thy service!" Thereupon 
tl^ youth began, “Right wondrous and marvellous is my case 
and that of these iishes; and were it graven with gravers upon the 
eye'Comers it were a warner to whoso would be warned." “How 
is that?" asked the King, and the young man began to tell 


The Tdlc 0/ the EitmTcelled Prince. 

Know then, O my lord, that whilome my sire was BCing of this 
dty, and his name was Mahmiid, endtl^ Lord of the Black 
Islands, and owner of what are now these four mountains. He 
ruled three score and ten years, after which he went to the mercy 
of the Lord and 1 reigned as Sultan ia his stead, 1 took to wife 
my cousin, the daughter of my paternal unde/ and she loved me 
with such abounding love that whenever 1 was absent she ate not 


^The bmiula iwetl hjf Msskm*; httt ttcJicMc* ^LcipkaJUiic, limibr ham 

vid wo ^iorth. "'14 hautu ffi U kawwiia jlli£ bi Hilii 'UAliyyl 1-Aiim."" 

Af a jT^ fliiecDkcs at? ^’latiiieriLb Uliitpt- uk.) fbr "L£ iliba iUa 'Ilihu 

MubainmBduji Kiut^jii *'l,a cll« sila^ wm atlsi," The femwir 

(ii hmult^ etc,), on uc^unc of ihfe fopUT peculiar Arabic li CYtrywhere pnnomiced 

diditrendy; ind fhe cffljiDlAliDll U Citfifii -'Hauloh" W 'TEaiihd/' 

^ Aa Arab lioldi Ehm he h^!i i difhl m miirry hii fmt the dcuj^tcr o^lui fmEher'A 

brothcT^ ami if uny win her (tom him ■ dcaiii ami a hlood-feud mn-y resilt. Ii W4fl the 
m 1 modUied form the jeva mad m bcKb »oei the coaunguiwAU nurrucjE 

waj Tint attended by the evi] multi fidioicyp cebgsiEtil Jeafnesv ^beerved in nu:ced 
like the Engiiiih iind the An^li>Ainenean, When a Bjulawi ip«k^ tif "^the JdUKhEcr 
ttf ifiy lAJitle'* he mrajvs wLfej jmd the former li the Jewf dllc, a wife can be dii«w«d, 
huf Uwl ii thicker than wiw. 



Alf Laylah wa Laylah* 


70 

and she drank not until she saw me again. She cohabited with me 
Ujc five years till a oerciin day when she went forth to the Hani'' 
mam bath', and I bade the cook hasten to get ready all requisites 
for our supper. And I entered this palace and lay down on the 
bed where I was wont to sleep and ikde two damseb to fan my 
one sitting by my head and the other at my feet. But I was 
troubl^ and made restless by my wife's absence and could not 
sleep; for although my eyes were closed my mind and thoughts 
were wi^ awake. Presently I heard the slave^l at my head say 
to her at my feet, *'0 Mas’iidah, how miserable is our master and 
how wasted in Hb youth and oh! the pity of his being so be- 
trayed by our mistress, the accursed w^hore!"^ The other replied, 
“Yes indeed: Allah curse all feithless women and adulterous; 
but the like of our master, with his fair gifts, deserveth something 
better than this lurlot who lieth abroad every night.” Then 
quoth she who sat by my head, "Is our lord dumb or fit only for 
bubbling that he questioneth her not!" and quoth the other, 
“Fie on theel doth our lord know her ways or doth she albw 
him his choice? Nay, more, doth she not drug every night the 
cup she giveth him to drink before sleep-time, and put Bhan^ 
into it? So he skepeth and wotteth not whither she goeta. 


»Arsib. ”Kabb.3lir liw rounttl poaiblc eem, (Icnoc iIk unhsipp^ "Cm* of Dflri 
Rjodoidc the Goih, which mmpl'if mean* The Whan;. 
iThfi Amb *nd Hiniiji (wtkh I use m irum fEmiiiiflf) b&th ilenn 

The did CoplJc ‘ N'ibanj" a ffirparatioci of hemp {C^naMi jrffiaj m 

IitJka); atul here k k wy to fcrwgni^ ihc Numeric Ai-K^nvini exjikimi 

ihf ficnn bf hemp tKamiab butiiu or ShaiiiiAnAj}. On the ftfhw hmd dot 

few flfptr the wpni to the henbane w mudi vxd in lEtcdiznl Euftq^ 

The Kimwi cTidtnflr mwin henbam: disTsnifnkli^^ “ f™" KaalyJi al 
tucaIi’ fftaaiv ij the hefb Pajii^^giudlijn. The "Aiffix AJwijra'* iVrtLnch eitaiidm) 
CEplaiM "Tibianyj'' by "EmltWTnir (^ndquiiti en Id ■ valet tic li jLttqiiiiime."* 

In fiisxkrn piriwtcc Tjhaniuuj k = tMr amw-tbetk udminktered befm _itn opera- 
oois^ a ilcAtltDer of pdn UIk myrrh Abd ft number of other droga. Fw thit parpott 
hemp h always uxd <Af Jeaat I nevef beanl of henbane); ami variiw* vvcjufatknt of the 
dm* arc ftcJd an espedaJ bazar tn Cairn Sex the *i»wdcr of ituirvcUm lirEuc'' in 
in,, 8; and iv., 10, OF the* innsHeanta^ pw^y » termed^ I ihall bive 

nmetbing m page. ^ , 

llie U5C of Bhsm^^ dmihik^A dam from the dawn of cTvdEunont wht^ caibfsj: aocml 
pbft*ur» would be irtcbffbinci. Henxlotui Ctv. t 7S) sJwwa ihe Scythkua bumbie the 
(lEau alui oi[B.glc9) hi wr^iahTp and! becoming dniakcii with the fucDCA, ift ^ the 
S Afrkan Buibrnen of the preKnt day. Thh wmld be the cfttliat fafin of imokinf ^ it 
JM adu dwjbtfa! whether the pipe waa f?r not. Calm eka mentiaeu ineoxkidon by 
hemp. .AiDonffflt Miwkmv the Pert ion* adopted the drink u jmcciadiv wwl abmu: qar 
thirreeoih ixniuJT Egypt, wliicli begaft the prac^tkOf inEToduoed a number of propafauatt* 
IS be tvHkeU m the coorac of The hta. 
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nor wbat she doeth; but we know dut after giving him 
the drugged wine, she donnetb her richest raiment and per' 
fumeth fesclf and then fareth out frcxn him to be away 
tiU Ineak of day; then she cometh to turn, and bumeth a 
pastde under his nose and he awaketh from his deathHke 
sleep.” When 1 heard the sUvc'girrs words, the light became 
black before my sight and 1 thought night would never fall. 
E^resently the daughter of my unck came from the baths; and they 
set the table for us and we ate and sat together a fair haif'hmir 
quaffingour wine as was ever our wont. Then she called for the 
particidar wine I used to drink before sleeping and reached me 
the cup: but, seeming to drink it according to my wont, I poured 
the contents into my bosom; and, lying down, let her bear chat I 
was aslero. Then, behold, she cried, "‘Sleep out the night, and 
never vrake apin: by AUah, 1 loathe thee and I loathe thy whole 
body, and my soul tueneth in disgust from cohabitine with thee; 
and 1 see not the moment when All^ shall snatch away thy 
life!” Tlien she rose and donned her fairest dress and perhamed 
her person and slung my sword over her shoulder; and, opening 
the ptes of the palace, went her ill way, I rose and followed her 
as she leJFt the p^cs; and she threaded the streets until she came 
to the dty pte, where she spoke words I understood not, and 
the p a dl o c k'!? dropped of themselves as if broken and the pte- 
leaves opened. Sne went fOTth (and I after her without her 
noticing aueht) till she came at last to the outlying mounds* 
and 3 reed fmee built about a roundreofed hut of mud-bricks. 
As she entered the door, 1 climbed upon the roof which comman' 
ded a view of the interior, and lo! my fair cousin had gone in to a 
hideous nepo slave with his upper lip like the cover of a pot, 
and his lower like an open pot; lips which might sw^p up sand 
from the gravel-floor of the cot. He was to boot a leper and a 
paialytic,lying upon a strew of sugat'Cane trash and wrapped in 
an old blanket and the foulest rap and tatters. She kissed the 
earth before him, and he raised his head so as to see her and said, 
”Woe to tbee! what call hadst thou to stay away all this time? 
Here have been with me sundry of the black brethren, who 
drank rheir wine and each bad his young lady, and 1 was not 
content to drink because of thtne absence,” Then she, "O my 


‘ The (ubbkh hejips oi»(lw Euteni cit», wnte (nur Cur»J onr a hun. 
died f«t high. 
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lorti, my hcart'a love and ooolth of my eyes,' bwwest thou not 
that J am coamed to my cousin whose very look 1 loathe, and 
hate myself when in his ocanpany? And did not 1 fear for thy 
sake, I would not let a single sun arise before making his dty a 
ruined heap wherein raven should croak and howlet hoot, and 
and wolf harbour and loot; nay I bad removed its very 
stones to the back side of Mount Rejoined the slave, 

‘Tlioa liest, damn thee! How I swear an oath by the valour and 
honour of blackamoor men (and deem not our manliness to be 
the poor manliness of white men), jftom today forth if thou stay 
away till this hour, I will not keep company with thee nor will 
I glue my body with thy body and strum and beily-bump. 
Dost play f^t and loose with us, thou cracked mt, that we may 
satisfy thy dirty lusts? stinkard! bitch! vilest of^thc vile whites!" 
When I heard bis and saw with my own eyes what 

passed between these two wretches, the world wased dark be¬ 
fore my face and my soul knew not in what place it was. But 
my wife humbly stood up weeping before and wheedling the 
slave, and saying, "O my beloved, and very fruit of my heart, 
there is none left to cheer me but tiiy dear self; and, if thou cast 
me off who shall take me in, O my beloved, O li^t of my eyes?" 
And she ceased not weeping and abasing herself to Kim undP he 
deigned be reconciled with her. Then was she right glad and 
stood up and defied her clothes, even to her petticoat-trouseis, 
and sai<h "O my master what hast thou here for thy handmaiden 
to eat?” “Uncover the hasin,” he grumbled, “and thou shalt find 
at the bottom the broiled bones of some rats we dined on; pick 
at them, and then go to that slop-pot where thou shalt find some 
leavings of becr^ wtoh thou mayest drink.” So she ate and drank 

'^KilUTiit dS-Bjm;" HjeJnew of tts to hat cyt ("MiUiin”) 

one red mih tcArs_ Ths ttm L§ (tut MuJ plciunricjuf; lO J It Htcrallf, All 

Is picjifiaiic to iiwdkr* in burnlti^ biubi in AJ-Hartfi Abu Stayd Mrs nf 

“1 found ihd^ whn«w cnukl fill tt« ejrt with poolnes/' Ami « ''cool 
(q* prf 2 «) » <Dit! wftldb hiu EccuRhl irithoui plunEjin^ into the finma oT or 
thnplr 1 pkriwitrtt ^ 

apbfHjJtrlr ftndfipcil CaitcHti!i imt Night it cnrrtaporuk » far with rhe 

mndu '‘Uday*" thm the iun rifcs hehiiJ it; the "fabc: drni'" eg nwd hy m hole 
□r gip. It b abo rhe Aibcin^ the Indian iSununj^t ibe Gmk OI^Tnpus, 

And the lUilpbtom Kintps fV'dikI Camenirpor*) or st3t^ gifiitc of iho worlds ete 

» Ank- or rutg. B&jxh; honce the mcdiMl Lat. Biizjl, rhe Ra»Iiii 

BiiH (milltt: b«r}, our ""boooe," the O. Dutch '^birirKa" and the Gcnna.n “buscH."* 
Tbii U the bid of ncg?w end Afra; the b«T of Osiria^ d which 

dtitd feiMTiB have beefi ibural m jan aiDongAT Egyptian In Equatonsd Af^ h 

b kiMswn » “P-umbof” on the ”Mc™a'* « "■Miriai” md Amoinsit dw 
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and washed her hands, and went and lay down by the side of the 
slave, upon the cane^trash and, stripping hcrseJf stark naked, she 
crept to With him under his foul coverlet and his rags and tatters. 
When 1 saw my wife, my cousin, the daughter of my unde, do 
thisdeed* ! clean lost my wits, and climbing down from the roof, ] 
entered and took the sword which she haa with her and drew it. 
determined to cut down the twain. I hi^t struck at the slave's 

neck and thought that the death decree had lailen on him:"- 

And Shahrasd perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her 
pennitted say. 


iShtn it hmtc (ht Cishtt) iiiisth 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspidom King, that the 
young ensorcclled Prince said to the King, "When 1 smote the 
slave with intent to strike off his head, i thought that 1 had slain 
him; for he groaned a loud hissing groan, but 1 had cut only the 
stdn and Hesb of the gullet and the two arteries! It awoke the 
daughter of my unde, so I sheathed the sw'ord and fared forth for 
the city; and, entering the palace, lay upon my bed and slept rill 


(CiiifcrsJ 'Tahiwlii,'* ejt "BojoJaf I lurtc ahta hcmrtj of **i^u 5 wa" in 

Afn« wblcli mty be ofId the SVefit J! bet^ud? ffljomjk 

Xythum dnd cct^rmla dr <icrnab^ the hurttoT es bCdikOi. bcfwc the diyt 
df KjEig C^mhriTius^ Central! Africjiiu fkidk it m idnninte f^dddiitBc^t In Unyamirro fhe 

^tiJHdiin^ bc<l3ilcaid4^ mrereJ WJEh biuit-dUlH,, Hfe flU rrEitck tJdpbig ^ ju Id dnJii die 

liquor. A chitf lives wholly' on baf kehJ Pciriibe whkh it ibick ai l»ekfw. Hdpt 
BIT uakn^ni tii£ mMiJy HcjIclu, b mide tP ^crmiiiACe^ ihAH pcmodolf billed na^ 

krt Id i4=n?uccit« In ihs drintc ^ Aflecced chletfy by Berben, Kublma And dAvei 

Fmm the Upper bur it it a njpericFT Arrirle uid tnont like rhAi eF tiqfope rhaq the 
1 bjivc ^ven itn iLcmni of the idAoufitctuf? in Tlic Uike Reigiadj of Ccptriii 
irdl. iL^ p, 29&- Tbeic ait ciThcr prcpATAiidru^ Umin-'lnilbul tmorihcr tughmi- 
DfiuiyilL iiid Subiysb, For urKldi i mtut nfer to Ehc Sh4^kli Ei-Toumy^ 

is A terrible truib in thk lacbic, which Ttmind? m of the nohk dAme wba pre¬ 
ferred td hf=r biindsoinc husb^Ail Thr pAlcInrrtiicr Laidi cdd rC infi^me of Queen 

Natntfft (Hcffumerdii No. x?.}, We ha.r^ aU kdawn womeo wliu lacrifieeiJ every- 
(hing JMfHLC tKcnuelvcs, u Jt were^ fnr the most wtirtblc^ of men. The worl4 sttuts 
Add Koffii ind bloriAft And undemmodi dothEin^- There b fdf every wnmin one man and 
One orjy UL whoit lldvery she b “ready id iwtxp the fiDdr/" l^arc ia tTMMtEy eppoted n> 
ber mccditi; him bui» whtn dw doc^ Acibu huabajul and diildren, honoiir and reliiutii 
life And ''kwI.'- ^fQfcoveT Niiiure (biioift) cnmiiiaMla the union df cdntmtA, aoeb ia 
F^ AfuJ foulf dark icid light, tall Aod ihorti ocherwrae numkiiui would be like the 
dmoev* ■ reoc of exiremei^ dwarf «« tDy-tEtrKrt, ^tanti like hohl u Chiiie;^ 

^^remcily nr hairy aa NcwFdmulLuulA. The fanout* \Sillkea saM only ft haif-rrutb 

whan he bimAclf^ wifh an hoiu''i (tnrti ftgdiiuc ihe hAdd^nneat mAn io EngUnd; 

hb udmrnmdn Add rciruiikAlik uglidfisa Che wait »* Ehe Iialiint K^hUmHo} waj the 

iiighrit reCdmmeddAtidn in the df very bcAiiufiil women. 
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morning when my wife axoused me and I saw tba^hc had cut oS 
her hair and l^d dormed mourning garments. Quoth she:--0 
eon of my unde, blame me not for what 1 do; it hath just i^ch^ 
me that my tnocher is dead, and my father hath be^ killed in 
holy war. and of my brothers one hath lost his life by a 
sting and the other by tailing down some ptcdpice; ^ 1 ^n 
and should do naught save weep and lament. When 1 heard her 
words 1 regained from all reproach and said only fh) as thou 
list; I certainly will not thwart thee. She continued st^owjng, 
weeping and wailing one whole year from the begtiming of its 
drde to the end, and when it was finished she said to ^^j— 
I wish to build me in thy palace a tomb with a cupola, which 1 
will set apart for my mourning and will name the House ^ 
Lamentations.^ Quoth J againi’ 'EJo as thou list! Then she 
builded for herself a cenotaph wherein to mourn, and set on its 
centre a dome under which showed a tomb like a Santon s sep* 
ulcfarc. Thither she carried the slave and lodged him; but he 
was exceeding weak by reason of his wound, and unable to^da 
her love-service; be could only drink wine and from the day 
of his hurt he spake not a word, yet he lived on beem^ his ap' 
pointed bout* was not come. Every day, rooming ^d evpung, 
my wife went to him and wept and wailed him and g^ve 
him wine and strong soups, and left not oiF doing after this man' 
ner a second year; and i bore with hff patiently and paid no 
heed to her. One day, however, 1 went in to her unaw^ra; and 
I found her weeping and beadng her lace and oTdngi Why art 
thou absent from my sight, O my heart’s delight? Speak to me, 
O my lift; talk with me, O my love? Then she recited these 

verses:^— 

Fee your W loy paonwc bSU and albeit y<w forget * I may not; not to 
^hPT iove my heart can make reply: 


1 E»cfT Modem biiriii!,grtuiiJ hw a p!#« ^ hnntn^hle ooiiwft iwy 

M :o>d weep unseen hy ihe multlwde. Tbe* i« enjmaed ^1”^ ,7 

Inequeni the cemetety, *«Vll meke y«i ihmk of vw.teth ib. 

™ of h«>a«m» (*>r oite of them) ev=r^ Frid^. he ihdtl be wnteen * e«n 

he m^ght h«i: been in the wofW, befm tint, a d»b<^nt. 710 

The bulhlStm wmbli eur European "mwtuary ehnpelt Said, Pwha ^ b4^ 
kind enough ro ete« one on the idand off &•«, fee theof EngJah^l^d^ 
like ihelter wWUt weeptna and wjdiing for 4«d.-* But I newr heitri th*t <n, <rf 


the leiUo went iliEre. , , ^ ^ j ■ t 

>Artb "ajil*'= the period of lift, the appoidted tuM of denth: the werd ii«e«i- 
«Uot iwiirrence ««4 » nle» applied to wdfieii dcitji. See Lane'* Ih«iofi*rf, fcv. 
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8&r my body, bear my Bod wheresoever you may fare * * And where you piicb 
the camp let ray body buried fie: 

Cry my name above my grave, and an answer shall return * The moaiubg of 
my bones responsive to your cry,* 

Then she redted, weeping bitterly the while:— 

The day of my deli|dit is the day when draw you near * And the day cjf mine 
ailrigfat ia the day you turn away: 

Though 1 ttemblc throu^ the night in my bitter dread of death * When I bold 
you in my atms I am free fimi all adriy. 

Once more she began red ting;— 

Thou^ amorn I may awaiic with all happiness in band * Though the world 
all be aune and. Idi^ tCtsra'kmgr I reigti; 

To me they had the worth of the WinJet of the gnat * I fad to ace thy 

farm, when I look ft* thee in vain. 

When she had ended for a time her words and her weeping 1 said 
to her:—O my cousin, let this thy mourning suffice, for in pout' 
ing forth tears there is little profit! Thwart me not, answered 
she, in aught I do, or I will lay violent hands on myself! So I held 
my peace and left her to go her own way; and she ceased not to 


^ ■'The dtuiK BAtEawi u hia irlbc'* fdJii loYtr) to mt= hi^T pA^l£t. Tht 

tfiM tove txi be bunetl upen htU^o^ whwie they cin b&k duwit upon the camp\ 

snd iliey tcilE ciJI out the nunes of fciFMmcn and friend* its they po^r by t|u grive-yuds. 
A djniiar pttoe occim m WctzMcb ip* 27, "K-eisEbetkJir ueber Bxmti,** — 

O htar virh j-mi my bows where the cimet btafi hii foad * And bun' me bc/wc \-ou, if 
hurkd 1 mmt be; 

And lot me ni3t be 'poath the bimi^a of the vw "But h i^h iipon the hl\] whence 

\i3ixr fiftht i eTicf wet 

As ymi pis iliirif my cry ilbUil vad aamt your nims " The Cryla^ of yaux nxmes 

aKaIE revive die bonfi of bie: 

I hive (a^uod efirothiffi Tiiy life with my friend^ In my de^th^ ' T will when we 
meet, OP thal cUy *f joy t£kd ylee. 

* The Atifllrah fplur. of Ivisfi=^howi;*f) in here a title of the four dytiAfti^ of 
BenktL Kingi. L T1« BeilklsdUin w .^layrko rate, protx^luAEEieic* for whcrtn dibea 
fjiili 1. Tht Kiyimin ind whii emied with iht AtneaadriiJi invubii 

bt Bi C 331^ 3. Thi Athkitiiia (P^rtbentimt m Anwrideij who ruled dll A, D. 23^2; 
and 4- The Swuaidci which hAix ulrrody been ntentiDned. But fttrktiy s^xAlting 

** Kien” and "Kiatji" ftre mfc* Applied only kj ihn iattcr and eapccielly ta the 

pfiti Kjiig AtiiahLrwifl, They muM twrt be confounde^i with "KhnMrau" (P. ^i^CFT 1 llp 
Ahasuenw? ChurMHi and yet tht three eecm to ombined la Keyw 

And Cmr. For dctxlU capcdaily cOniKCtcd Wtdl Zornaiiter icc U P- 3S0 *f fhc Dsbb- 
fM or Schflol of Mintien, rnnuJjind by DiiTld Shea ond HAathnny Troyef^ PirH, 1343^ 
The booh tj tncwf viEunbk^ bat the proper names w » twlefsly itd tfiraereedy printed 
thii the indent U led into petpeln&l mvr. 
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cry and keen and indulge her afRiction for yet another year. At 
the end of the third year 1 waxed aweary of this bngsome 
mournings and one day 1 happened to enter the cenotaph when 
vexed and angry with some matter which had thwarted me, and 
suddenly 1 heard her say;—O my lord, I never hear thee vouch- 
sde a smgle word to me ! Why dost thou not answer me, O 
my master? and she began reciting:— 

O thou tombl U thou totabl be his beatity set in shide? * Hast thou dtdeened 
that countEnanoe aJJ'shwny as the noon? 

O dwu tomb! neither earth nor yet heaven art to d»e * Then how oonieth it in 
thee are conjoined my «in and moon? 

When I heard such verses as these rage was heaped upon my raK; 
I cried out:—WcU-away! how long is this sorrow to last? and I 
began repeating.— 

O thou tomb* O thou tfflnbl be bis horcots set in blight? * Hast thqu dark- 
etjed his countenance that srcLeneth the sciul? 

O thou tomb! neither nor pipkin ait to me * Then hew cometh it 

in thee ate conjotoid sou and ooul? 

When she heard my words she sprang to her feet crying:—Fie 
upon thee, thou cur! ail this is of thy doings; thou hast wounded 
my heart’s darling and thereby worked me sore woe and thou hast 
wasted his youth so that these three years he hath lain abed more 
deid than aJivel In my wrath I aled:—O thou foulest of harlots 
and filthiest of whores ever futtered by negro slaves who are 
hired to have at theel^ Yes indeed it was 1 who did this good 
deed; and snatching up my sword I drew it and made at her £0 cut 
her down. But she laughed my words and mine intent to scorn 
crying: To heek hound that thou art! Alas* for the past which 
shall no more come to pass nor shall any one avail the dead to 
raise, Allah hath inde^ now given into my hand him who did 
to me this thing, a deed that l^th burned my heart with a fire 
which died not and a Rame which might not be quenched 1 Then 
she stood up; and, pronQuricing some words to me unintelligible, 
she said:—By virtue of my egrcanancy become thou half stone 
and half man; whereupon 1 became what thou seest, unable to 


^ T]u wmiii lire the rcry Lowest bat tbe ictnek true m Ax^h 

^ Armh. [he written in a vanety of ways u atktuiBCOpoctk^ tike out 

^ h froiu me {ttr ywi) E« it!" bui in ^nbr h 

uiitopty 
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rise or to sit, and neither dead nor alive. Moreover she eiv 
sorceiled the city with all its streets and garths, and she tunira 
by her graraarye the four islands into four mountains around the 
tarn wfceol thou questioncst me; and the dtisens, who were 
of four different faiths, Moslem, Nazarene, Jew and 1^^, 
she transformed by her enchantments into fishes; the Moslems 
are the white, the Magians red, the Christians blue and the Jews 
yellow.' And every day she tortureth me and scourgeth me 
with an hundred stripes, each of which draweth llootls of blood 
and cutteth the skin of my shoulders to strips; and lastly she 
ciotheth my upper half with a hair-cloth and then thro'wrath 
over them these robes." Hereupon the young man again shed 
tears and began reciting:— 


In patienifs, O my God,! endure tny lot and fate; * 1 wiH bear at will of Thee 

whatsoever be my atite: , • ^ . l l 

They oppress me; torture ms; they make my me a woe ret haply 
Hea’w'en’sbappineso shall ajcipensate my enait; * o .. j 

Vaa, straitened ta my life by the lane and hare o foes But Musmfa and 
Muitaaa' shall ope tne H&ven e ^te. 


After this the Sultan turned tow’ands ^e yoimg Prince and smd, 
“O youth, thou hast removed one grief only to add another mef; 
but now, O my friend, where is she; and where is the mat^Icum 
wherein lieth the wounded slave?" 'Tlte slave tieth under yon 
dome," Quo^ the young man, "aiKl she sitteth m the chamber 
fronting yonder door. And every day at sunrise she oometh 
forth, and first strippeth me, and whippetb me w’th an hundred 
strokes of the leathern scourge, and I weep and shriek; but there 
is no power of motion in my lower lucbs to keep her otF me. Artec 


I Law n. IM) tinJi * <hite for the Vaek la-thlj pisage. The Soidw of ■'lo' 

haiwniid ibtt Kiti'iw, in the eafly eghtHeenniry (HijTaU=oiie fouitwilC, »«mp- 

tuiTT It* ewnpelFing OirbBam and }=« w wcaJf inJiBO-btLrt: anti twW, 

ihc white tartved ft-r Mepifcnu. Hui f!w wd M^viUe 

(ehaw. «.) dcKTihe, it In A, D. IJZi wlwn « hud b«t.nir the ruk. And )■ .ftU CTd«re*i 
alihiiujth aboiywa in the dde* it b the rule (or Chnsnaiw, a t IcMt in the Kjctitfr Of 
EgTOi ind Syria. 1 mar b:™ autlt d^hed ei the« are abioiiitelr 

uielevt for dinwolugr- they mJr he »unp!r the ^dit^nief tidifijft ea' nrtrt «>py««. 

» The ancient "MtieMpha" = (ht OiMen fjmjphet, I f. Mnhftmmed),»i« titW ^ 
Mujtahi, the A«epted fPSigrimiige, ii, 3W5. "Murt^ =tlie hJett. i. e. tte Cah^ 
All b the dJrr “htutmln- re -Mertadi" of Odtby «vd hi* d*r. “ 

(w Kccptahle loVAUah," Still oUtw ffiiwfi orenipftd it to Mreu* Ah swd iwdre* 
fEfppo«ff]d tbtfl CO be the nanifri 
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ending her tonnencing me she viatteth the sbve, bringing him 
wine and bolted meats. And to-morrow at an early hour she 
will be here.” Quoth the King, **By Allah, O youth, 1 will as- 
fiuredly do thee a good deed which the world shall not willingly 
let die. and an act of derricgdo which shall be chroniclf^ tong 
after i am dead and gone by,” Then the King sat him by the side 
of the young Prince and talked till nightbll, when he lay down 
and slept; but, as soon as the feise dawn* * showed, he arose and 
doffing bis outer ^rments^ bared his blade and hastened to the 
place wherein lay the slave. Then was he ware of lighted can¬ 
dles and lamps, and the perfume of incenses and ungxients; and, 
directed by these, be made for the slave and struck him one 
stroke killing him on the spot; after which he lifted him on his 
bock and threw him into a well that was in the pabce. Pres¬ 
ently be returned and, donning the slave's gear, lay down at 
length within the mausoleum with the drawn sword laid close 
to and along his side. After an hour or so the accursed witch 
came; and, firac goiin| to her husband, she stripped off his clothes 
and, taking a whip, ifcwed him cruelly while he cried out, "'Ah! 
enough for me the cas^ am in! take pity on me, 0 my cousin!" 
But ^e replied, “Didst thou take pity on me and spare the life 
trf my true bvc on whom 1 doated?” Then she dj^w the cilice 
over his taw and bleeding skin and threw the robe upon all and 
went down to the slave with a goblet of wine and a bowl of 
meat'broth in her bands. She entered under the dome weeping 
and wailing, “Wcll-awayr and crying, “O my Imdl speak a 
word to mel O my master! talk awhile with me!" and began to 
redte these couplets:— 

How Img this harshness, this unlove, thdl bide? ' Suffice fW not tear-ibods 
thou hast espied? 

Thou dost prolong our paiting purposelj^ • And if wouldst plea« my foe, 
thou'tt fiansGed! 

Then she wept again and said, “O my lord! speak to me, talk with 
me!" The King lowered his voice and, twisting his tongue, spoke 


1 The ekim (MdiawS IlghTj prewdlng the twe ckwn; the Pmuns «li the lonner 
febb4.kiab (fMlsc iM- lying dawn) 43ppa*i:d to (true dmm} *nd auppos tli*t 

ii 4 taiueiJ h]f RED ihining iKftiu^h ■ hole in the woHci-cn^Uinii^ Mmnl Kif. 

* Sfl iJw? Afull nj|k4ti|, JttiCaxtB wurinif tiu liC?Url7 rnhe o^nly; our 'Hn hH thlfT.** 
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after the fashion of the blackamoors and said “ 'lack! ’lack! there 
be no Ma’esty and there be no Might save in AUauh, the 
Gloriosc^ the GreSt!” Now when she heard these words she 
shouted for joy, and fell to the ground feinting; and w'hen her 
senses returned she asked, ‘’O toy lord^ can it be true that thou 
hast power of speech?" and the King making his voice small and 
feint answer^* ’“O my cuss! dost thou deserve that I talk to thee 
and s praV with thee?" “Why and wherefore?" rejoined she; and 
he replied “The why is that all the livelong day thou tonnentest 
thy hubby; and he keeps calling on 'eaven for aid until sleep is 
strange to me even from evenin’ till mawnin’, and he prays and 
damns, cussing us two, me and thee, causing me disquiet and 
much bother: were this not so, I should long ago have got my 
health; and it is this which prevents my ansv/ering thee." C^oth 
she, "With thy leave I will release him from what spell is on 
him;" and quoth the King, “Release him and let’s have some rest f’ 
She cried, "To hear is to obey;" and, going from the cenotaph to 
the palace, she took a metal bowd and filled it with water and 
spake over it certain words w’hich made the contents bubble and 
boil as a cauldrxjn seetheth ova: the fire. With this she sprinkled 
her husband saying, “By ^ittue of the dread words I have spoken, 
if thou becamest thus by my spells, come forth out of that form 
into thine own former form," And lo and behold! the^ young 
man shook and trembled; then he rose to his feet and, rejcocing at 
his deliverance, cried abud, “I testify that there is no god but 
the God, and in very truth Mohammed is His Apostle, whom 
Allah bless and keep 1" Then she said to him, "Go forth and re' 
turn not hither, for if thou do I will surely slay thee;’’ screaming 
these words in his face. So he went from between her hands; 
and she returned to the dome and, going down to the sepulchre, 
she said, “O my lord, come forth to me that I may look upon 
thee and thy goodliness 1" The King replied in feint bw words, 
"What’ thing hast thou done? Thou h^t rid me of the branch 
but not of the root." She asked, “O my darling! O my negro- 
ling! what is the root?" And he answered, "Fie on thee, O my 
cuss I The people of this dty and of the four islands eve^ 
ni^t when it's half passed lift their heads from the tank in 
which thou ^st turned them to fishes and cry to Heaven and 


* Here irt Kave tht ttdpr Cflypni.n coil»iu3!iii«n Ayyu thiyyin) for die 
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call down its anger on me and thee; and this is the reason why 
my body’s baulked from health. Go at onoe and set them free; 
then < wm e to me and take my hand^ and raise me upt for a little 
strength is already back in me," When she heard the King's 
words (and she still supposed him to be the slave) she cried joy' 
ously^ "O my master, on my head and on my eyes be thy cam* 
mand, BismiUah'!" So she sprang to her feet and, fuU of joy 
and gladness, ran down to the tam and took a little of its water 

in the palm of her hand-^And Shahraatd perceived the dawn 

of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

it hiasf the .^intb 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspidous King, that when the 
young woman, the sorceress, took in hand some of the cam-water 
and spake over it words not to be understood, the £shes lifted 
their heads and stood up on the instant like men, the spell on the 
people of the dty having b^n removed, What was the lake 
again became a crowded capital; the bazars were thronged with 
folk who bought and sold; ^ch citizen was occupied with his 
own calling and the four hills became islands as they were 
wbilome. Tlien the young woman, that wicked sorceress, re' 
tum^ to the King and (still thinking he was the negro) said to 
him, "O my level stretch forth thy honoured band t^t I nay 
assist thee to rise." “Nearer to me," quoth the King in a £tint 
and feipied tone. She came close as to embrace him when he 
took up the sword lying hid by his side and smote her across the 
breast, so that the point showed gleaming behind her back. 
Then he emote her a second time and cut her in twain and cast 
her to the ^ound in two halves, After which be fared forth 
and found the young man, now freed fran the spell, awaiting 
him a nd gave him joy of his happy release while the E^nnce 
kissed his hand with abundant thanks. Quoth the IGng, "Wilt 
thou abide in thjs city or go with me to my capital?" Quoth the 
youth, “O King of the age, wottest thou not what journey is 
between thee and thy city?" “Two days and a half," answered 
he; whereupon said the otberf "An thou be sleeping, O King, 
awake ! Between that and thy dty is a y^'s march for a well' 
girt walker, and thou haddest not come hither in two days and 
2 half save that the dty was under enchantment. And I, O 


1 “In tJbc mme of bere ukl before aetkiAp 
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King, Mtfill never part from thee; no, not even for the twinkling 
of an eye." The King rejoiced at his words and said, "Thanks 
be to Allah who hath bestowed thee upon me! From this hour 
thou art my son and my otily son, for that in all my life I lave 
never been blessed with issue." Thereupon they onbraced and 
joyed with exceeding great joy; and, teaching the palace, the 
Prince who liad been speU'boond inforaed his lords and his 
grandees that he was about to visit the Holy Places as a pilgrim, 
and bade them get ready all things necessary for the occasion. 
The preparations lasted ten days, after which he set out with 
the Sultan, whose heart burned in yearning for his dty whence 
he had been absent a whole twelvemonth. They journeyed with 
an escort of Mamelukes* carrying all manners of precious gifts 
and rarities, nor stinted they wayfaring day and night for a full 
year unril they approached the Sultanas capital, and sent on 
messengers to announce their coming. Then the Wasir ^d the 
whole army came out to meet him in joy and gladness, for they 
had given up all hope of ever seeing their King; and the troops 
1(1 wf] the ground before him and wished him joy of his ^ety. 
He entered and took seat upon his throne and the Minister 
came before him and, when acquainted with all that had be' 
fallen the young Prince, he congratulated him on his narrow 
escape. When order was restored throughout the land the King 
gave largesse to many of his people, and said to the Wazir, 
"Hither the Fisherman who brought us the fishes!" So be sent 
for the man who had been the ^st cause of the city and the 
citizens h^ng delivered from enchantment and, when he came in' 
to the presence, the Sultan bestowed upon liim a dress of honour, 
and questioned him of his condition and whether he had children. 
The rishennan gave him to know that he had two daughters and 
a son, so the King sent for them and, taking one daughter to wife, 
gave t he other to the young Prince and made the son his h^d 
treasurer. Furthennorc he in%'e3ted his Waiir with the Sultanate 


> A«b. “Mamluk" tpliir. 1U. » (Jsattclj a;iil in The Nights 1 white ik™ 

tT 4 ineil to jumi. Th* “hUmdalw Beyj" of Kgvpi ws« liioillr tttled the ' Ghum." I use 
(he con'mtkot «orU in its qla populitr sente; 

"Tw *Lui|^, a TraSiant Mumellikc 

In Liihit jrckped {Sir — 

HuPllLM. 

Anii hcnfr, prdliHblyj And the modern FfVfidi iw 

luc."* LcttEt>i No, mi. 
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of the City in th? Black laUnds whilome bdon^g to the young 
F^cc, and diispatched with him the racort of fifty armed slaves 
loge^er with dresses of honour for all the Emirs and Grandees, 
llie Wazir kissed hands and fared forth on bis way; while the 
Sultan and the E^rince abode at home in all the solace and the dt' 
light of life; and the Fishennan became the richest man of his age, 
and his daughters wived with the Kings, until death came to 
them. And yet, O Kingl this is not ninre wondrous than the 
story of 


THE PORTER AND THE THREE LADIES OF BAGHDAD. 

Once upwi a tune there was a Porter in Baghdad, who was a 
bachelor and who would remain unmarried. It came to pass on a 
certain day, as he stood about the street leaning idly upon his 
crate, behold, there stood before him an honouraNe woman in a 
mantilla of Mosul^ silk, broidercd with gold and bordered with 
brocade; her walking-shoes were also puraed with gold and her 
hair floated in long plaits. She raised hcrface^veil'and, showing two 
black eyes hing^ with jetty lashes, whose glances were so^ and 
languishing and whose perfect beauty was ever blandishing, she 
accosted the Porter and said in the suavest tones and choicest 
language, "Take up thy crate arid follow me.” The Porter was so 
daaded he could hardly believe that he heard her aright, but he 
shouldered his basket in hot haste saying in himself, “O day of 
good luck I O day of Allah's grace!” and walked after hex till she 
stopped at the door of a house. There she rapped, and presently 
came out to her an old man, a Nataiene, to whom she gave a gold 
piece, receiving from him in return what she required of strained 
wine clear as olive oil; and she set it safely in the hamper, saying 
“Lift and follow." Quoth the Porter, "This, by Allah, is indeed 
on auspicious day, a day propitious for the granting of all a man 
wished." He again hoisup the aate and foIlowKl her; till she 


t Tbc ncrrnf Qt tta I^dclirae^ M£CeSM3t ftf Nliirfcfell, 'wkcrt Sftmc mppw The 

irrittcn^ if nri^x (middh^gAies:} bccAUfc i£ vwod on tiic waT whcr^ fpcir 

grtmt iMf. The Antb. form ''Mausit'' (the -ru^Jir ^'McjkiJ^') n figcafi- 

cmi, aJludina to the ^junctwn" of AiajTut mnd BabylaniB. T^coix oui 
^ ThU it Mr- Thadrenty t I irxcmlirtc hj iLe Arab 

"Kbuff" whkk WIV * m i nnrr *r loose boot Cdwcritie Hit enilc- Uiey m am UlUlUy tst^ 
broidsed, the being for [hr ititicrtlioe. 



Thi Pokier, awo tme Three Ladies of Baohdad, Bi 

stopped ac a fruiterer's shop and bouebt from him Sb^iiai' apples 
anti Osmani quinces and peacnes, and cucumbers of Nile 

growth, and Egyptian limes and Sult^ otangea and citrons; 
besides Aleppine jasmine, scented myrtle berries. Damascene 
nenuphars, flower of privet* * and camomile, blood^red anemones, 
violets, and pomsgranate'bloom, eglantine and nardssus, and set 
the whole in the Porter's crate, saying, "Up with it." So be 
lifted and followed her till she stopped at a butcher's booth and 
said, "Cut me off toi pounds of mutton." She paid him his price 
and he wrapped it in a banana^lesf, whereupon she laid it in the 
crate and said “Hoist, O Porter.” He hoisted aca}rdingly, and 
followed her as she walked on till she stopped at a grocer's, 
where she bought dry fruits and pistachiokernels, Tibamah 
raisins, shelled almonds and all wanted for dessert, and said to 
the Porter, "Lift and follow me.” So he up with his hamper and 
after her till she stayed at the confectioner’s, and she bought an 
earthen pbtcer, and piled it with ail kinds of sweetmeats in his 
shop, open-worked tarts and fritters scented with musk and 
‘'soap-cakes," and lemon-loaves and melon-preserves,* and “Zay' 
nab's combs," and “ladies’ Sn^s," and “Kari's tit'bits" and 
goodies of every description; and piaoed the platter in the Porter's 


1 /. f. Syiia (*x]n Abolfeda) rhe "land nn the kft'' {ef one fuiri4; tht autj «i tipipMit 

lo AL-Yifiiian ihe on OiPiflTii wnuLl mean Turiuiti^ OECtmiJcn. W?icfi 

BetnanJ Wbe CQohnj p- speak* of (Muhillon*# tesstj or 

“Ajinam" trtiS! wprwj, he ipcdht 4nJ Aih-ShAm (he latter 

mvn^ puzzling lib lltlScnf. Rjiriiardsoii (Dissetr. !cdi,> to nipport 9 Imrcnn at¬ 
tempt TO Akrivc Shim fTiJOT ShAmitc, s or«rt, kcauie xhc mmtTj a wiili 

kiLliikaS AL^Skim 11 4 pplkfi to DunuteulH^icjr nr^wK ppoper uarnc Dimbhk \x~ 
lens* iq \xxAsi thla term ta ^cncraily derived: from Dimishik h. Klij b. Milik h Skmn 
<Shcm). Lee (Ibn Biiutnh^ ISji .Lctifei ihn h;i-Oitniiihkt TTve^m "EEcirf of DoniitiarL'^ 

* Frortl O ntah = RdH tefn Ambb. 

^ Arab. "'Tiimijr Hanrvi'' Iil djitc of Hcnn^, but eppricj to the fiower of the eoitent 
privet {Ldvjvnia inrfmirj whida hai tke meet scent of fteihljr mawn h&y. The ojc of 
Hemu stt A d)^ b knqwn cvxn in Enatand. The '"myTtk" aiinded in may either hayz 
been for I per/MM (m jt if hdd on iuiiijntejdfintJ or lx>r eating, the bilfw ATonuM 
licfTTci of the hdnfl luppca&i. TO fLivour wbie uul espeej.ally Riki (mw briirdy). ^ 

* Last. {I 211) pkmntlF remarfct^ Iht of theie sweew if ^vtn in my angjitel, 

but I Kavc ihougJit it better TO umir fbe name*'^ (!) Do^y dm not fhtrlt hb doty, but 
he ii not niuch morr: jtaijaikcTOry In eDTplaininap WOTJf- 'mtcteitinj to atiidentf betmue they 
are wnfotin;i tn dkeionjutes and foT^rctn by the pcuple. “A^sHi (caket) LAyTTiUTflyaii 
(of limea) wi Mjyruuidyili'- append irt rkc Bted- Edit- as which miy 

mean “Mi'amun't ctkci* of ^telcccibk: \Arnihit‘”(pflEtibtJ perhap* rdm 

to f drm kirul of KumifAh (wmiedli) known in Egypt artili Sym ju ^‘Ohad ff-banit'" 

■^^I'l ipinnin^. 
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crate* * Thereupan quoth he (being a merry man), “Thou 
sbouldest have told me, and 1 woulfl have brot^bc with me a 
pony or a ehe'camel to carry all this tnarket'Stuft." She smiled 
and gave him a little cuff on the nape saying, “Step out and exceed 
not in words for (Allah willingl) thy wage will not be wanting.''' 
Then she stopped at a perfumer’s and took from him ten sorts of 
waters, rose scented with musk, orange-flower, watcT’^lily, 
willow-flower, violet and five others; and she also bought two 
loaves of sugar, a bottle for perfume-spraying, a lump of male in¬ 
cense, aioe-wo^, ambergris and mu^, with candles of Alei- 
andria wax; and ^e put the whole into the basket, saying, “Up 
with thy crate and after me.’* He did so and folbwed until she 
stood before the greengrocer’s, of whom she bought pickled 
safflower and olives, in brine and in oil; with tarragon and cream- 
cheese and hard Syrian cheese; and she stowed them away in the 
crate saying to the Porter, “Take up thy basket and follow me." 
He did so and went after her till she came to a fair mansion 
fronted by a spacious court, a tall, fine place to which columns 
gave strength and grace; and the sate thereof had two leaves 
of ebony inlaid with plates of red gold. The lady stopped at the 
door and, turning her face-veil sideways, knocked softly with 
her knuckles iwhSst the Porter stood behind her, thinking of 
naught save her beauty and loveliness. Presently the door swung 
back and both leaves were opened, whereupon he looked to see 
who had opened it; and behold, it W3s a lady of tall figpe, some 
five feet ^gh; a model of beauty and loveliness, brilliance and 
symmetry and perfect grace. Her forehead was flower-white; 
her cheeks like the anemone ruddy bright: her eyes were those of 
the wild heifer or the gaselle, with eyebrows like the crescent- 
moon which ends Sha'aban and begins Ramazan;' her mouth 
was the ring of Su layman,* her lips coral-red, and her teeth like 
a line of strung pearls or of camomile petals. Her throat recalled 
the antelope's, and her breasts, like two pomegranates of even 
size, stood at bay as it were,* her body rose and fell in waves 
below her dress Uke the rolls of a piece of brocade, and her navel* 


* Thit ftcw imwi cjut/ully by Moslems bccsiLst It bepna tht 

■ Sokimon'^ li^nrci ring lui before b«n nntioed. 

* Hw "hiifb-twaciranl'' dimsel, with brwts firm u e cabe, h e hvom'm with Arab 

tak-ccLim- famic it iJw ItsfieiT tCTifi ftr hard pointing butieurk. 

4 A hii^ hniUaw oe-eel h Lwked apan ade ooty si ■ beuit>v but in chilJrtn ic u held m 
ptomue of gwd Erafwxh, 
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would hold an ounce of benaoin ointment. In fine she was like 
her of whom ihe poet said^— 

On Sun and Moon of pabcc cast thy ai^c * Enjoj* tier flower^Iike face* bet 
fragrant bgbc: 

Thioe cyca ihall never see in hair $q bbek “ Beauty cira*r a biw lO purely 

The njildy msy check ptodiiLttu her chim * Tbew^gh fail her name whose 
beauties wc indites 

As 5 way$ her g^it 1 smile at hipa ao big * And weep to ^ ^ waist they bear 
sought: 

When the Porter looked upon her his wits Twere wayLiid, and his 
senses were stormed so that his crate went nigh to fell from his 
head, and he said to himself, “Never have 1 in my life seen a day 
more blessed than this day P’ Then quoth the hdy'portress to the 
lady<ateres3, “Come in from the gate and relicvs this poor man of 
his load." So the provisioner went in followed by the portress 
and the Porter and went on till they reached a spacious ground' 
floor hall,^ built with admirable skill and beautified with 3 JI man' 
ner colours and carvings; with tipper balconies and groined 
arches and ^lleries and cupboards and recesses whose curtains 
hung before them. In the midst stood a great basin full of water 
surrounding a fine fountain, and at the upper end on the raised 
djitiT was a couch of juniper'wood set with gems and pearls, with a 
canopy like mosquitocuitains of red satin'Silk looped up with 
peark as big as filberts and bigger. Thereupon sat a lady bright of 
blee, with brow beaming brilliancy, the dream of philosophy, 
whose eyes were fraught with Babel's gratnarye® and her eye' 
brows were arched as to archery; her breath breathed ambergris 
and perfumery and her Ups were sugar to taste and camclian to 
see. Her stature was straight as the letter P and her face 
shamed the noon'sun’s radiancy; and she was even as a galaxy, or 

’ AnE. a bick lull apfimug li|wci ths ocatral mint wt< t^LoH Eiul iJie wtad 

used ht A manpkiii, baTmcki rne»*i quijnm, etc. 

^ of Gpd or of llii (F* N. of God),, which tJie Jews fmtEcaQy 

mtcrpreEcd The cradltits!! sf Babyloniu bdfig the Ticfj ccatne of vitclw 

cn/t and cnchjuitiiietit: by means -of Its Sc^n Deadly Spnitit bof surviTvd b 
die tm fallen in^cljCwlMsia natiaA will ecw) bcin^ aanfined in a wcU; Nlimdii attempting 
10 meti Mea^xn. Iroin die Town in a ma^cil car drawn by monstnut bird* and wO fbrih,. 
See p. 114^ h'ranemt L^irHirTn>ir]t''i "Quldean Maiic/’ Londaiif 

■ Arab. ''Kimai AJ/lyyah"' = like the letEW a itTa^bt pcrpc-ndiailar atroke- 
In the £ 0 >-pdaii Kicroglirphs, the origin of cwy alpha bee foot syUalxinitin) lenown lo 
rami, one iwm wai a oc leaf of vaeer-planr atamiing nj^hl. Henm probably the 
Arabic Alif4hapc; while othi:? natwni pntfcrrtd other rTHScjificatiQiM of the letter (ga'# 
head, ctcK whkh iri ligypTiiui pumber aorac thirty-^snc Tarictiesi. abnplc and compcniitd ■ 
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a dome with gdden marquetry or a bride displayed in chdeest 
finery or a noble maid of Aiaby,^ Right well of her sang the bard 
when he said: — 


Her smiles twin rows of prarb diapky * * QiuoDoiile'buds or tmtey spay 
Her tresses snay as night kt down * And shames ber light the dawn o' day. 

-The third bdy rising from the couch stepped forward with grace' 
fuJ swaying gait till she reached the middle of the saloon, when 
she said to her sisters, “Why stand ye here? take it down from 
this poor man's head!" Then the catereas went and stood before 
him, and the portress behind him while the third helped them, 
and they lifted the load from the Porter's bead; and, emptying it 
of all that was therein, set everything in its place. Lastly they 
gave him two gold pieces, saying, “Wend thy ways, O Porter." 
But he went not, for he stood looking at the ladies and admiring 
what uncommon beauty was theirs, and their pleasant manners 
and kindly dispositions (never had he seen goodlier); and he 
ga^xd wistfully at that good store of wines and sweet'soented 
flowers and fruits and other matters. Also he marvelled with ex- 
ceeding marvel, especially to see no man in the plac^ and delayed 
bis going; whereupon quoth the eldest lady, “What adeth thee 
that goest not; haply thy wage be too little?” And, turning to 
her sister the catecess, she said, “Give him another dinar!” But 
the Porter answered, “By Alla^ my bdy, it is not for the wa^; 
my hire is never more than two dirhams; but in very sooih my 
bon and my soul are taken up with you and your condition. I 
wonder to see you single with ne'er a man about you and not a 
soul to bear you company; and well you wot that the minaret 
toppleth o’er unless it stand up^m four, and you want this same 
fourth; and women’s pleasure without man is short of measure, 
even as the poet said;— 


S«e»t noe we wantfor joy fouc things all toki * Tbelurp and lute, the flute and 
fLigadet; 

And be they ccmpajiied widi scents fouT'fold * Rose, myrtle, anemone and 
violet: 

Nor pkue all d^ran Ibur thou wouldst withold * Good wine and youth and 
goU ami pretty pet. 


< 1 itiiTr not ttcempteJ hd tinScr tlus RivnUout eonfiuinn tMtiphen » durme. 
ttdrne efThe Nights ttul the exigcAd^ at AI>Sj^*f=^hrnicd 

* Ftot and elaewhm I omii the ’'hfia {Jitr Tnrj!ixs)" of tJic Tqitthh [«- 

scTTe* ’TTiw* gves the tale" Iwbidi it only intemipts). This h lintpty ktter.wue and 
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You be there and want a fourth who shall be a person of gpod 
sense and prudence; smart witted, and one apt to keep carduJ 
counseL” His words pleased and amused them much; and they 
laughed at him and said, “And who is to assure m ^ that? We 
arc maidens and we fear to cnmist our secret where it may not 
kept, for we have read in a certain chronicie the lines of one Iho 
al'Sumam:— 

Holil hst tby secret and to ncme unfold • Lost» a secret when that secret s 
midp , * * I 

Aofail tby breaat thy secret to concial'Htjwcanst thou hope ancdiersbrr^ 

•halt bold? 

And Abu Howls' said well on the same subject:— 

Who muteth secret to another's hand * Upon ha brow deserveih bum of 
hraodr' 

When the Porter heard their words he rejoined, "By your lives! 
I am a man of sense and a disoeet, who hath read books and 
perused chronicles; 1 reveal the fair and conceal the foul and I act 
as the poet adviseth:— 

None but the mod a secret keep * And aooJ men keep it unrevealed! 

It 0 to me a well-shut bouse ' With keyless locks and door ensealed * 

When the maidens beard his verse and its poetical applicanon 
addressed to them they said, ‘Thou knowest that we have laid 
out all our monies on this place. Now say, hast thou aught ^ 
offer us in return for entertainment? For surely we will not suf- 
fer thee to sit In our coiopiiny and be our cup-companion., and 
gane upon our feces so fair and ^ rare without paying a round 
sum.’ Wottest thou not the saying.— 

Sant hope of gain 
Love's not worth a grainr 

Whereto the lady^portress added, “If thou bring anything thou 
art a something; if no thing, be off with thee, thou art a notniiig; 
but the procuratrix interposed, saying, “Nay. O my sisters, leave 


* Of thi* wurtby morv *r n fnnirc lifts. 

* t, f., with the Kfusi w kg*l ■uihwiw't wal of vlfiw. 

* "NothtUE for noihtii*" it a AaA idea with the Eatstnij womias not » nwth fiar 

pvtd ai hr « feintThunVBr wlien <i r»i i n B with (he 
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ceasing Kim for by Allah he hath not us this day, and had 
he been other he never had kept patience with me, so whatever 
be ^ shot and scot I will take it upon myself,” The Porter, over' 
joyed, kissed the ground bef^e and thanked her saying, '"’By 
Allah, these monies are the first fruits this day hath given me.” 
Hearing this they said, “Sit thee down and welcome to thee,” and 
the eldest lady added, “By Allah, we may not suffer thee to join 
us save on one condition, and this it is, that no questions be asked 
as to what oemoemeth thee not, and frowardnesa shall be soundly 
6og^,” Answered the Porter, “I agree to this, O my lady, on 
rnyHiead and my eyes be it! Lookye, 1 am dumb, I have no 
tongue." Then arose the provisioneress and tightening her girdle 
set the table by the fountain and put the flowers and sweet herbs 
in their jars, and strained the wine and ranged the flasks in row 
and made ready every requisite. Then sat she down, she and her 
sisters, placing amidst them the Porter who kept deeming himself 
in a and she took up the wine flagon, and poured out the 

first cup and drank it off, and likewise a second and a third.’ 
After this she filled a fourth cup which she handed to one of her 
sisters; and, lastly, she crown^ a goblet and passed it to the 
Porter, saying;^— 

"Drink the dear draught, drink free and fiun * Whar htaleth every and 
pain. 

He took the cup m hie hand and* louring low, returned his best 
thanks and improvised — 

""Drain riflt th^ bowl save widi a trusty rriend * A man of ^orth whose good old 
btodJ all know: 

Fw wine, like wind, sucks sweetness hum the sweet * And stinks when over 
stench it haply bbw:” 

Adding 

""Drain not the bowl, sivt fram dear hand like dune * The cup recalli thy ^fta; 
thou, gifts of wine/' 


1 She dncika the oF the linivcrE^I to ahow thul the. wine the hid 

bought unpoucHicd^ who uttEr!^ iffnaft the of Wcsterti 

dnnk hon^tly tti dnitik; end, t^ir ifcms leMIcted m (in 

tin jnafr£rifj> which isiih to biuI blpoddicd. Hence ic 

iii heM hiji;hkr In c veiea^ t tth swft oi pnma4Thi^ imd nintt th4f they "dtnitk 

him;'’ uid NtoflJeffli igreE with w 'TcjCDlalIcm" In that, ricrpi b the cm 

fif NoHh, inrhnArivxt ime tnywhcrc mcntitincd in Writ. 
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After repeating this couplet he kissed then hands and drank and 
was dnink and sat swaying from side to side and pursued: 

‘‘AH ditnis wUrein ta blood the Uw unclean * Etoth bold »vt tsoe, the blood¬ 
shed of die vine: . ^ t , ,rt 

Fill! tUl take all my wealth bequeathed or won * Tbou fewni a wUhng ran* 

Mm fat those cynt" 


Then the cateress crowned a cup and gave it to the portress, who 
took it ffom her hand and thanked her and drank. Thereupon afe 
poured again and passed to the eldest lady who sat on the couch, 
ind filled yet another and handed it to the Porter. He ki^ the 
ground before tbcm; and. after drinking and thanking them, he 
again began to recite;— 


"Hfire! Here' by AlUh. betel * of the sweet, ibe dear! 
Fill me i brimniiiig bowl * The Fount o' Life i spaa" 


Then the Porter stood up before the mistress of the house and 
said, “O lady. 1 am thy slave, thy Mameluke, thy white thrall, 
thy very bondsman;'^ and he began reciting:’ 


“AahTe of slaves there *tand«b at thy dcof * Lauding tby gcnmxa boons and 

giftft^lore: j * 

Beauty! may he ame m awhile to ')oy * Thy chamvi? Love and 1 part 

nevermflEer 


She said to him, “Drink; and health and happiness attend thy 
drink.” So he took the cup and kissed her hand and recited these 
lines in sing-song:— 


"1 ^ve her brave old wine that like her dusekf * Blushed red or flame fttai 

furnace flaring up: . . „ , . j < r tL< 

She bussed the brim and aaid with many a smile * How durat thou deal rout s 


cheek for folk to sup? . . * 

‘*E)tinkr Laid 1 ) “ti»se are tean of mine whoa tmet * 
have boii^ in the cup." 


Is heart-bbod sigfia 


She answered him in the following couplet;— 


“An tears of blood for tus, friend, thou hast shed * Sufer me sup thtsn , by thy 
brad indeyesr 

Then the lady took the cup, and drank it off to her sisters* health. 
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and they ceased not drinking (the Porter being in the midst of 
them), and dandng and laughing and reciting verses and singing 
hdlads and ritomellos, Ali this time the Porter was carrying on 
with them, kissing, toying, biting, handling, groping, fingering; 
whilst one thrust a dainty morsd in his mouth, and another slappra 
him; and this cuffed his cheeks, and that threw sweet flowers at 
him; and he was in the very paradise of pleasure, as though be 
were sitting in the seventh sphere among the Honris^ of Heaven. 
They ceased not doing after this fashion until the wine played 
tricks in their heads and worsted their wits; and, when the drink 
got the better of them, the portress stood up and dofled her clothes 
till she was mother'nalked. However, she let down her hair abcmt 
her body by way of shift, and throwing herself into the basin dis' 
ported herself and dived like a duck and swam up and down, and 
took water in her mouth, and spurted it all over the Porter, and 
washed her limbs, and between her breasts, and inside her t^gha 
and all around her navel. Then she r-ime up out of the datcm 
and throwing herself on the Porter's lap said, "O my lord, O my 
lO'Ve, w'^hat callest thou this article?” pointing to her slit, her 
solution of continuity. "I call chat thy cleft,” quoth the Porter, 
and she rejoined, ”Wah! wah, art thou not ashamed to use such a 
word?” and she caught him by the collar and soundly cuffed him. 
Said he again, '‘Thy womb, thy vulva;” and she struck hfm a 
second slap crying, “'O fie, O fie, this is another ugly word; is 
there no shame in thee?" Quoth be, ”Thy coynte;” and she 
cried, “O thou! art wholly destitute of modesty?” and thumped 
him and bashed him. Then oied the Porter, “Thy clitoris,"* * 
whereat the eldest bdy came down upon him with a yet soter 
beating, and said, “No;" and he said, “ Tis so,” and the Porter 
went on calling the same commodity by sundry other names, but 
whatever he said they beat him more and more tilt his neck ached 
and swelled with the blows he had gotten; and on this wise they 
made him a butt and a laughing'St^. At last he turned upon 
themasking, “And whaldoyouwomcncallthisarticle?" Whereto 


^ Arsb. "Rar iJ^AyTi/' ttf* with eirtt of liwljf irlritF tad blttck, ^pplan! to 

tiiE ^rgroqf Faradw wlw’wiEI wiTC irifh tKc FiJthJuL J ixCiin ouTTulgftf " Hoitri," 

utAfniof Ehfl ttaJer that ir u ft pwc, tor m hm. in ftltbouteh ftcopt^ 

in i. gienJidrt^^ ifecdi. 

* whaKbud Bftarpijtit^fnfi^Qkdraimm^ See N%iir^x^d3DciT% 
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the damsel made answer* * 'The basiJ of the bridges."* Cried the 
Porter, “Thank Albh for my safety; aid me and he thou pro- 
pitions, O basil of the bridges!" They passed round the cup and 
tossed off the bowl again, when the second lady stood up; and* 
strij^ing off all her clothes, cast herself into the cistern and did as 
the tot had done; then she came out of the w^ter and throwing 
her naked form on the Porter's lap pointed to her machine ana 
said, “O^ light of mine eyes, do tell me what is the name of this 
concern?" He replied as before, “Thy slit;" and she nqained, 
“Hath such term no shame for thee?" and cuffed him and 
buffeted him till the saloon rang with the blows. Then quoth she, 
"O fie! O fie 1 hoTv const thou say this without blushing?" He 
suggested, "The basil of the bridges;" but she would not have it 
and s^ said, "No! no!" and struck him and slapped him on the 
back of the neck. Then he began calling out all the names he 
knew* 'Thy slit, thy womb, thy ooynte, thy clitoris;" and the 
girls kept on saying, "No! no!" So he said, “I stick to the 
basil of the bridges;" and all the three laughed till they fell on 
their bocks and £id slaps on his neck and said* “No! no! that’s 
not its proper name." Tliereupan he cried, "O my sisters, what is 
its name?" and they replied, “What sayest thou to the husked 
sesamc'seed?" Tljeo the cateress donned her clothes and they fell 
again to carousing, but the Porter kept moaning, “Oh! and Oh!" 
for his neck and shoulders, and the cup passed merrily round and 
round a^in for a full hour. After that time the eldest and hand- 
somest lady stood up and stripped off her garments, whereupOT 
the Porter took his neck in hand, and ruobed and shampoo'd 
it, saying, “My neck and shoulders arc on the way of AlUhn 
Tlien she threw herself into the basin, and swam and dived, 
sported and washed; and the Porter looked at her naked figure 
as though she had been a slice of the moon* and at her face with 
the sheen of Luna when at full, or like the dawn when it bright - 
enethj and he noted her noble stature and shape, and tho se 


^ OcymiEm tBaOxiim mitlccd m Latr^urtiaa^ itt<e biLs^lD^ Bcactafcto ev. The 
Biook ^ Kililah wd Dimmih wproenla it with sOfntLhing hUd whom 

*mfU 1$ foul ftnd db^ting .£fid the vjwtt mr once i» la fttther Mtud bum h wtih fift/* 
(The Ffiblcftor fliiipii LTxfiidjT^ fnm the liisr Syriic nrdon 1. G. N. Kfith-FE]c.aB£t^ 
eitp etc., cK.j Cftinbrii%c UnEtoasty Presii IflSS)* H«tt, hctirmi, Habk k m 
44id fircibiibly d to the pectcEL 
^ /. r. eqmmpin pnipcrty hr ill m bc«t^ 

* '*A digit ^ iIk lEuxm"^ k titc Himld eciiibttlenL 
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glorious fcama that quivered as she went; for she was naked as 
the Lord made her. Then he cried “‘AlackT Alack!" and began 
to address her, versifying in these couplets ^— 


“If t likiHi thy shape CD the bough whea grmi * My likcr^ erts and I aafe 
mistake it* 

For the bough a fairest when dad the most ' And thtxi art fairest when 


When the lady heard his verses she came up out of the basin and, 
seating herself upon his lap and knees, pointed to her genitory and 
said, "O my lordling, what be the name of this?" Quoth he, "The 
basil of the bridges;" but she said, '"Bah, bahf' Cjiath he, ‘The 
husked sesame;" quoth she, “Pooh, pooh!" Then said he, "Thy 
womb;" and she cried, '"Fie, Fie! art thou not ashamed of 
thyselfT'' and cuffed him on the nape of the neck. And whatever 
name he gave declaring " 'Tis so," she beat him and cried “No! 
not" till at last he said, “O my sisters, and what is its name?" 
She replied, "It is entitled the Khan' of Abu Mansur;" whereupon 
the Porter replied, “Ha! ha! O Allah be praised for safe deliver-^ 
ance! O Khan of Abu Mansur!" Then she came forth and 
dressed and the cup went round a full hour. At last the Porter 
rose up, and stripping of all his clothes, jump^ in to the tank and 
swam abcFut and washed under his bearded chin and armpits, even 
as they had done. Then he came out and threw himself into the 
first lady's lap and rested his aims upon the lap of the portress, 
and reposed his legs in the lap of the cateress and pointed to his 
prickle* and said, ""O my mistresses, what is the name of this 
article?" All laughed at his words till they fell on their backs, 
and one said, "Thy pintle!" But he replied, “NoI" and gye 
each one of them a bite by way of forfeit. Tlten said they, 

piedeP' but he cried “No," and gave each of them a hug;- 

And Sbahrasad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
pennitted say. 


i ^tiEf kitdrim m ’ta ibe ^Tnnlien' of laduu in tfac 

Kiian, KcrwtvcTi^iheltcT »it> be b^x ndrhcf -boJ nor board. 

^ Anh, "Zubb ” 1 mmkS rliAl xnd lt% ^ tbe cqnwAknti 

of the Aribicv »hkh b of the lowest. The t*ks-tEikrV evkdent object li ta wifcntiuK 
tbecontmxt with the tragicfll it^ct to hpIkiWip 
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Quoth her sister Dunya^d, “^Finish for us thy story;'’ and she 
answered, "With joy and goodly gree." It hath reached me, O 
auspicious King, that the damsels stinted not saying to the Porter 
“Thy prickle, ^y pintle, thy pizzie,"and he ceased not kissing and 
biting and hugging until his heart was satished, and they laughed 
on ml they could no more. At last me said, "O our brother, 
what, then, is it called?’' Quoth he, "Know ye not?” Quoth they, 
"No!" "Its veritable luiiie,*' said be, ’‘‘is mule Burst^ll, which 
browseth on the basil of the bridges, and muncheth the husked 
and nighteth in the Khan of Abu Mansur." Then laughed 
they till they fell on their backs, and returned to their carousal, and 
cea^ not to be after this fashion rillnight began to fall Thereupon 
said they to the Porter, "Bismillah/ U our master, up and on with 
those sorry old shoes of thine and turn thy feoe and show us the 
breadth of thy shoulders!" Said he, "By Allah, to part W’ith my 
soul would be easipr for me than departing from you; come let us 
join night to day, and to-morrow raoming we will each wend our 
own way." "My life on you," said the procuiatriE. "suffer him to 
tarry with us, that we may laugh at him; we may live out our 
lives and never meet with his like, for surely he is a right merry 
rogue and a witty."* So they said, "Thou must not remain with 
us this night save on condition that thou submit to our com' 
mands, and that whatso thou seest, thou ask no questions there- 
anent, nor enquire of its cause." "'All right," rejoined he, and 
they said, “Go read the writing over the door.” So he rose and 
went to the entrance and there found written in letters of gold 
wash; whoso spbaketh op what ooncerneth him not, shall 
HEAR WHAT PLEA&ETH HIM not!"* The Poiter Said, "Be ye wit- 


* "In the wwne oF Allah," » here a dtrS fonri nf ilitmwaL 

9 Lane (i. U4| ie tcandilueU nml naturallr enoav^ by thu *«Ae, which t* (he on})' blue 
in an lulinirahile Cate admirably lotd. Yet even here the grossneu uhut Itttk iiiore prfr. 
aminced than what w* lind in old dranta {e- Kins Henry V.) written 

for (be itaiie, wbeieu ulee libcHic Night* are not lead or reeiwd bciwc both kkcs. Lstiy 
'‘emhing follow* dll ritk palminB work;" in EutiTpe the wtwld end wy diSicTently. 
Thee* "mm* of Theienie" ait j^yilcally pwe: tlustr ctebaLiehcTy u of the mind, noi rhe 
body. Cidlaml makes dwm five, indndin« the two dogsw**- 
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apinst me that I will not speak on whatso concemeth me 
not.” Then the cateress arose, and set food before them and 
they atcr after whicih they changed their drinking'place for an- 
otbCT, and she lighted the lamps and candles and Burned aml^' 
gris and aloes-wood, and set on fresh fruit and the wine service, 
tt-hen they fell to carousing and talking of their lovers. And 
they ceased not to eat and drink and chat, nibbling dry fhiits and 
laughing and playing tricks for the space of a full hour when lo! 
a knock was heard at the gate. The knocking in no wise dis- 
turbed the seance, but one of them rose and went to see what 
it was and presently returned, saying, ‘‘Truly our pleasure fcH* 
this night is to be perfect,” “How is that?” asked theyj and 
she answered,‘‘At the gate be three Persian Kalandars’ with their 
beards and lieads and eyebrows shaven; and all thra: blind of the 
left eye—which is surely a strange chance. They are foreigners 
from Rjoum'land with the mark of travel plain upon the,m: they 
have just entered Baghdad, this being their first \'isit to our dty; 
and the cause of their knocking at our dcxir is simply because they 
cannot tind a lodging. Indeed one of them said to me:—Haply 
the owner of this mansion will let us have the key of his stable or 
scanc old out-housc wherein we may pass this night; for evening 
bad surprised them and, being strangers in the land, they knew 
none who would give them shelter. And, O my sisters, each of 
them is a figure o' Fun after his own fashion; and if we let them in 
we shall have matter to maLke sport of." She ^ve not over pet' 
suading them till they said to her, "Let them in, and make thou 
the usual conditiem widi frion that they speak not of what con- 
cemeth them not, lest they hear what plaiseth them not." So 
she rejoiced and going to the door presently returned with the 
three monoculars whose beards and mustachios were clean 

' The <sld ^Cdendir," plc^issndv wrh thiat form of The Mat- 

Ediln W "Kararulftlii'^/' ■ vrtc CntTnlttiOStt Wkt lb?* Eatutsiit'* **Kafa4ilar" afid Tat- 
nni*''ICidfUacltilt'" wa m En|;ttisk hiVC (ac acixpted vuig^rrim of "Kecntt" ftw CoSanel. 
T1»C Bui. Edar. U?CI fur lyiifitiym aafccr, a Iw^zr. Of th™ Jnendiunt 

nxnakx, for Hxh tfwy arc^ muth like die SiHibxjtci ttf nsedicvil KimfK, I cre?Lieil, 
azd of thdf Miarituftmiii jn:[ ill fbtijwicr, SJiflykh Sharif Bu All Kdluncbr (ot. A. H. 724 
=023-2‘ll, iiE fomc fenuTh in my "Hutorjr of Sltidhp” chupt. vfii. See alw xht D^bbtiai 
fi, 136) wkm (he y«RJ Kiikfldir etcLiima?— 
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he Ubouri tQ win htK fram every farm and atud lie s^ififDachci the Sd ellimUt 
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shaven.,* * They eaiam'd and stood afar off by way of respect; 
but the three ladies rose up 10 chein and welcomed them and 
wished them joy of their safe arrival and made them rit dowtL 
The Kalandars lotted at the room and saw that it was a pleasant 
place, dean swept and garnished with Bowers; and the lanifw 
were burning and the stnoike of perfumes was spireing in air; and 
beside the dessert and fruits and wine, there were three fair grls 
who might be maidens; so they exclaimed with one voice, By 
Allah, 'tis good!” Then they turned to the Porter and saw that 
be was a merry^faced wi^t, albeit he was by no means sober and 
was sore after his sbppings. So they thought that be was one of 
themsdves and said, ‘'"A mendicant like us! whether Arab or 
foreigner.*'* But when the Porter heard these words, he rt^ up, 
andTmdng his eyes fiercely upon them, . here wrisout 
gjjoeediog in talk! Have you not read what is wnt over the doCT, 
surely it Dcfitteth not fiellows who come to us like paup^s to wag 
your tongues at us," "Wecrave thy pardon, 
they, “and our heads are betw^ thy hands." The ladies laugh™ 
consumcdly at the scjuabble; and, making pea<re between the 
Kalandars and the Porter, seated the new guests before mat and 
they ate. Then they sat together, and the portress ^cved them 
with drink; and, as the cup went round memly, quoth the Porter 
to the askers, "And you, O brothers mine, have ye no story or 
nr6 adventure to amiise us withal? Now the wanuth of wine 
having mounted to their heads they called musical instru" 
raentst and the portress brought them a tamtounn^e of Mosul, 
and a lute of Irak, and a Persian harp; and eaA mendirant 
took one and tuned it; this the tambourine and lute 

and the harp, and struck up a mer^ tune wMe the ladies sang 
50 lustily that there was a great noise.* And w’hilst they 
carrying on, behold, some one knocked at the ^tc, the 
portress went to see what was the matter there. Now the cauK 
of that knocking, O King (q uoth Shahrazad) was this, the Cahpb, 
Harun al'ElashS, had gone forth from the palace, as was his wont 


1 Tlw “Kilandaf" dtifins®®* ihi* maatier to »ho# ^ 
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now and then, to solace himsetf in the city that night, and to see 
and hear what new thing waa stirrings he was in merchant's gear, 
and he was attended by Ja'aiar, his Waiir, and by Masnir his 
Sworder of Vengeance.® As they walked about the city, their 
way led them towards the house of the three ladies; w-here they 
heard the loud noise of musical instruments and flingin g and 
merriment; so quoth the Caliph to Ja afar, ''I long to enter this 
house and hear those songs and see who sing them.* *' Quoth 
Ja'a&r, “O Prince of the Faithful; these folk are surely drunken 
with wdne, and I fear sortue mischief betide us if we get amongst 
them.” "TTiere is no help but thit 1 go in there," replied 3 ie 
Caliph, "and I desire chee co contrive some pretest for our ap' 
pearing among them." Ja'aiar replied, "1 hear and I obey;"* and 
knocked at fh^e door, whereupon die portress came out and 
opened. Then Ja'afar came forward and ^ssing the ground be^ 
fore her said, "O my lady, we be merchants frmn Tib«ias^towii; 
we arrived at Baghdad ten days ago; and, alighting at the mer^ 
chants'' caravanserai, we sold all our mer chan dise. Now a oertain 
trader invited us to an entertainment this night; so wre went to 
his house and he set ibed before us and we ate: then we sat at 
wine and wassail with him for an hour or so when he gave us 
leave to depart; and we went out from him in the shadow of the 
night and, bdng strangers, we could not dnd our w^ay back to our 
Khan. So haply of your kindness and courtesy you will sufier us 
to tarry with you this ni^t, and Heaven will reward you!"* 
The portress looked upon them and seeing them dressed like met' 
chants and men of grave looks and solid, she returned to her 
sisters and repeated to them Ja'af^'‘3 story; and they took com' 
passion upon the strangers and said to her, "Let them enter." 
She opened the door to them, when said they to her, “Have we 
thy leave to come in?" “Come in," quoth and the Caliph 
entered followed by Ja’afar and Masrur; and when the girls saw 
them they stood up to them in respect and made them sit down 
and located to their wants, saying, "Welcome, and well come and 


t i eikJ hvdlf my thdt fhcttc m batli hl^tDrinl pcf^axui^; rhfj viU be ika- 
liDKdr ftn4 will he noticed bi the Terminal Ru4v. 

* "Sinn '■n wa ti'jitW*; a popdjir phrix of a^Ecnt jecnmEljr minilAtcd "i* 
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“Htarin^r (tbe WQffd of Atljih) tiind obcjrii^" [Ha pn>t)hc4, vtcefcgc^f^ etc,J 

* Arab, "Sawih'In HcsYcn, Tbia wifird fer wflldl wc no equiYikDC 

km hem mruraitfed in jiU wngae* HlodMittr) afnkui hy Modfeoa. 
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good cheer to the guests, but with one condicioEl" “What is 
that?" asked they, and one of the ladies answered, '"Speak not 
of what conccmeth you not, lest ye bear what pleaseth you 
not/' “Even so," said they; and sat down to their wine and drank 
deep. Presently the Caliph looked on the three KaJandars and, 
seeing them each and every blind of the left eye, wondered at 
the sight; then he ga^ upon the girls and he was startled and 
he marvelled with exceeding marvel at their beauty and loveli' 
ness. They continued to carouse and to converse and said to 
the Caliph, “Drink!" but he replied, "‘‘I am vowed to Rlgrim' 
age;"' and drew back from the wine, Thereupon the portress 
rose and spreading before him a tabie<[otb worked wath gold, 
set thereon a porcelain bowl into which she poured wiUow^flower 
water with a lump of snow and a spoonhil of sugar candy. The 
Caliph thanked her and said in himself, “By dSlah, I will rec' 
OHipense her to-morrow for the kind deed she bath done." The 
others again addressed themselves to conversing and carousing; 
and, when the wine gat the better of them, the eldest lady who 
ruled the house rose and making obeisance to them took the 
cateress by the hand, and said, “Rise, O my sister and let us do 
what b our devoir." Both answered “Even sot" Then the 
portress stood up and proceeded to remove the table-service and 
the remnants of the Banquet; and renewed the pastiles and 
cleared the middle of the saloon. Then she made the Kalandars 
sir upon a sob, at the side of the estrade, and seated the Caliph 
and Ja'afar and Masrur on the other side of the saloon: after 
which she called the Porter, and said, “How scanty is thy 
courtesy! now thou an no stranger; nay, thou art one of the 
household." So he stood up an^ tightening his waist-cloth, 
asked, “What would ye I do?" and she answered, “Stand in thy 
place," Then the procuratrix rose and set in the midst of the 
saloon a low chair and, opening a closet, cried to the Porter, 
“Come help me." So he went to help her and saw two black 
bitches vrith chains round their necks; and she said to him, 
“Take bold of them;" and he took then] and led them into die 
middle of the saloon. Then the lady of the house arose and 
tucked up her sleeves above her wrists and, seizing a scourge, 
said to the Porter, “Bring forward one of the bitches," He 


1 V^lite-drinkjdg^ at alJ thmu. Iwbliiiirrt to vinnna rhf l^lgrirn^-nrt: [be 

Pi^nm n vewed m i itriet oboemtnee of th« ceremoni^ ]^w inA mmnj in^n liete kbcir 
*'tefcniwE”ioii'^' from the Pilgnm^, 126 . 
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brought her forward, dragging her by the chain, whik the bitch 
wept, and shook her head aC the lady who* however, came 
down upon her with blows on the sconce; and the bitch howled 
and the lady ceas^ not beating her till her forearm failed her. 
Then, casting the scourge from her hand, she pressed the bitch 
to her bosom and, wiping away her tears with her hands, kissed 
her head. Then she said to the Porter, ‘Take her aft* 3 y and 
bring the second;” and, when he brought her, she did with her 
as she had done with the first* Now the heart of the Caliph 
was touched at these cruel doings; hk chest straitened and he 
tost all patience in his desire to know why the two bitches were 
so beaten. He threw a wink at Ja'afar wishing him to ask, but 
the Minister turning towards him said by signs, “Be silent 1" 
Then quoth the portress to the mis mess ^ the house, “O my 
lady, arise and go to thy place that I in turn may do my devoir.”^ 
She ^swered. “Even so”; and, taking her seat upon rhe couch of 
juniper-wood, pargetted with gold and silver, said to the portress 
and rateress, "Now do ye what ye have to do.” Thereupon the 
portress sat upon a low seat by the couch side; but the prooira' 
trix. entering a closet, brought out of it a bag of satin with green 
fringes and two tassels of gold. She stood up before the lady of 
the house and shaking the bag drew out from it a lute which 
tuned by tightening its pegs; and when it was in perfect or¬ 
der, she began to sing these quatrains,— 

“Yfi are ttifi wish, tlic am of toe 'And whfsi, O Love, thy sight I eee* 

Tbe heavenly mansjOTi apcnedi; ^ * But Hell I see when lost thy sight. 

From thee comes madness; nor the Jc» * Conwa highest joy. cooKa ecstasy: 
Nor in my love fot thee 1 fear * Or thame and blame, of hate and spitc- 
When Low was thrnoed wi thin my heart * I rent the veil cf mexisty; 

And fitiflts not Low to rend that veil * Ganing disgrace cm grace to al^t; 
The robe of sicknesa then 1 donned * But rent to rags was eectccy r 
Wherefore ray love and tanging heart * Proclaiin your high supremest might; 
The teaf'dtDp railing adown my cheek * TcUirtli my tib of igntmiy: 

And all hid wai seen bv all * And ail my riddle ree'd anght* 


I Hot »Hie change hiw been ruOTSsary; u the wxt cooruao the three “buEes." 

1 in Arab, die plurJ mast b dial by way of reodesty when « pri sddrewa her lowr: 
aibl fcB-fcbc i^Kuia of hcr^df aji m imtUx 
» Afab. ^^AJ-NsIm"; Ifl -= the GuTikn of * f th& 

fifth Heaven made 0 / white iilvet. The fextetk Mmc of Hmvh (the pUce of rcwiml) 
i. ‘TanDai" lit- s stnienj "Urdjus" bcin® evidently dcriviid (nnn the Fetsdin thtnxgh 
the Greet n/Mtvrm, and roeanlne a dwe. a huatinf p*rk. Writm on thiswii^ihstild 
W bt cnitui M*julevhJ<*i Btodeity, Parofltc 1 cannot jpeit prepaij, for 1 w» 
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Htal theo my nulady, for tbou * 
ibe whose cure is m thy hud * 
Burn me those eyne that adnTvy raia * 
How touy hath the awtH’d of Love * 
Yet wiU 1 rtEva cease to pirn * 

Love is my health, my htitit, my joy * 
O happy eya that sight tbv cKims * 
Yei, of my potest wish ami will * 


Art malady and remedy! 

hlulJ ne'er be ftes of hue and bhghtt 

Sliy me the swords of phantasy; 

Laid low, their high degree dapite? 
Nor to obltvbn i fme. 

Public ud piivatK, wrong or ri^L 
That gate upon thee at tbdr greei 
The ^ve of Love TU ape be hight.” 


When the damsel beard this ele^ in quatrains she cried out 
‘\Alasi Alasi" and rent her raiment, and fell bo the ground 
fating; and the Caliph saw scars of the palmTod' csi her badt 
and wdts of the whip; and marvelled with esceerling wonder. 
Then the portress arose and spriotted water on her and brought 
her a fresh and very fine dress and put it on her. But when the 
cempany beheld these doings their minds were troubled, for they 
had no inkling of the case nor knew* the story thereof; so the 
Caliph said to Ja'aiar, "'Didst thou not see the scars uposi the 
damUrs body? I cannot keep silence or be at rest rill ! learn 
the truth of her condition and the story of this other maiden and 
the secret of the two black bitches." But Ja’afar answered, "''O 
our lori they made it a condition with us that we speak not of 
what concemeth us not, lest we come to hear what pleaseth us 
not," Then said the portr*^ “By Allah, O my sister, con^ to 
me and complete this service for me," Replied the procuratrb, 
"With loy and goodly gree;'* so she took the lute; and leaned it 
against her breasts and swept the strings w’ith her finger'tips, and 
began singing:—- 


"Give back mine eyes their sleep Ififig ravished * And aay me whither be my 
reason Ikd: 

I kamt: that lending to thy love a place * Skep to mine eyelids iDO[taI foe 
wu CEude. 

They said, "Wc held thee rj^teous, who waylaid * Thy soul?" “Go ask his 
gtorious eyes,*' I said. 

1 pardon all my blood he pleased to spill * Owning hi$ troubles drove him 
blood Do shed. 

On my mind's mirror sun'hkc sbeai he cast * Whose keen leflettion Ere in 
vitals bred 

Waters Life let Allah waste at will * Suffice my wa^ those Ups dewy nd; 


1 Af«b. tbr nudwib oT s tUtc-fnind iwd lor mimy purpom, ta- 

pedsUy the butmcdo. 
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An ttimi addreu roy law tbou'U find a cause * * For (^auit and teats at lutb cr 
lusdhed. 

In water pure his fiscal shall greet your eyne * When fitiU the bowl nor need 
ye drink wine.'” 

Then she quoted from the same ode:— 

*‘I firinW , but the drau^c of hi» glance, not wine: • And hi* swaying 

swayed to sleep these eyne: . 

Twas not grape-juice gript me but gfasp of Past * TVwas not bow! o erbowled 
me but gifts divine: 

His coding curMets my wul ennetced * And his cruel wul all my wits 
outwitted,'” 


After 3 pause she resumed;— 

*’|f we ‘plain of absence what diall we say? * Or if pain afflict us where wend 
our way? 

An I Lite a trij^hmari' co tell my tak * Tl^ lover's plaint is not tc^ fiat pay : 

If I put on patienoe. a lover's life “ After k»$ of bve will not Jasta day' 

Nau^t» Wt me now but legtet, repine * And tears Ooodii^ cheeb foe ever 
and aye: 

O thou who the babes of these eyes' hast fled * TTiou art homed m heart 
that shall never stray; 

Would heaven i wot hast thou kept Our pact * Long as stream shall fbw, to 
have firmest by? 

Or bast fbrgoCien the weeping slave * Whom grams afflict and whom griefs 
waylay? 

Ah. when severance ends and we side by side * C buch. I'll blanie diy rigours 
and chide tby pcider 

Now when the poi ires s beard her second ode she shrieked aloud 
and said, “By Allah! ‘tis right good!'*; and laying bands on her 
garm ents tore them, as she did the ^st time, and fell to the 
ground fainting. Thereupon the procuratrix rose and brought her 
a second i^nge of clothes after she had sprinkled water on her. 
She recovered and sat upright and said to her sister the cateress. 


t Aomdici^ to rjii r i[L, 229 *) thae. thi! iiumfidiaKlr foJbw'tng werH me fjw tn 
Ibn SoJtJ nl-lilibdl. Thcj mrv xn tlir &ul. Edit, not Edb, 

t tIk original b full d" And pJijrs on wos^ wbkb m- trot eoalif r^d^aed in 

EngLish. 

1 ATAb/TArjumiiii^ lAiiufr toot u ChuJda T*r|piih.(” a rraaiiAEion), ilm old ^Tmch- 
tnaai,'* aid xhwqh tlie I nL "'teriomaiM"' "Di^omanr lwj« m irre^ngo-. 

* Ut. the ^'pcnon of ihe "babe of iho o fiivcitintt poenpd oonc^t 

in li] much tiKd hy the Ellubctkuni, but mm rffl g jgctcfj a a lill^ Idml of 430 zi- 

coL See Night cax. 






The Porteb. and the Three Ladies of Baghdad, loi 


‘"Onwards* and help me in my duty* for there remains but this 
one scmg.*’ So the provisioneress again brought out the lute and 
began to sing these verses:— 

‘‘Hew long shall last, how long dits rigour ri^ c£ woe * May nor suffice thee 
all these tears thou seesc ^w? 

Our parting thus with purpose fell thou dost prolong * E»'t not enough iD ^<1 
the 1 m^ of envKns foe? 

Were but this lying world onoe true to bw-heart • He bad not watched the 
weary night lu tears of woe; 

pity me whom overwhelmed thy cruel wd] * My lord, toy bog. ‘tag tune 
some ruth to me thou show; 

To whom reveal my wrongs. O thou who tniudeRd me? * Sad, who of brdten 
troth the pangs ouist undergo! 

Increase wild love for thee and phtenry tiour by hour * And days of iBtih» 
minute by so long, so slow; 

O Moslems, claim vendetta^ br this slave of Love * Whoec sleep Love ever 
wastes, whose ratience Love lays low 

Doth taw of Love allow thee, O my wish! to lie * Lapt in another's arms and 
unto me ay “Go!'T 

Yet in thy presence, say. what joys sieill I enjoy * When be i love but woris 
my love to overthrow?'' 

When the portress heard the third song she cried aloud; and, 
laying hands on her garments* rent them down to the very skirt 
and lell to the ground fainting a third time, again showing the 
scars of the scoui^e. Then said the three K^andars, "Would 
Heaven we had never entered this house, but had rather ntghted 
on the mounds and heaps outside the cityl for verily our visit 
hath been troubled by sights which cut to the heart." The 
Caliph turned to them and asked, "Why so?" and they made 
answer, "Our minds are sore troubled by this matter/’ Quoth the 
Caliph, “Are ye not of the household?" and quoth they* "No; 
nor indeed did we ever set eyes on the place till within this 
hour." Hereat the Caliph marvelled and rejoined, "This man 
who sitceth by you, would he not know the secret of the matter?" 
and so ^ying he winked and made signs at the Porter. So they 
questioned the man but he replied, "By the Alhinight of Allah, 
in love all are alike!* I am the growth of ^ghdad, yet never in 
my born days did I darken these doors till tO'day and my coxd' 


* Arab. "“Sir'* fThir) che ti=vefigAwnght rreofftiEflfel by taw (tnd cueton? 

iii. 

' Thai ii “We all Emm in the jamc bo*i," 
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panying with them was a curious matter," “By Allah*” they rs' 
joined* "we cook thee for one of them and now we see thou art 
one like ourselves,” Then said the Cahph* "We be seven men, 
and they only three women without even a fourth to help them; 
so let us question, them of thdr case; and, if they answer us not, 
fain we will be answered by force.” All of them a^eed to this 
except Ja'afkr who said,* “This is not my recking; let them be; 
for we are their guests and, as ye know, they made a compact 
and condition with us which we accepted and promised to 
keep: wber^ore it is better that we h& silent concerning this 
matter; and, as but little of the night remaineth, let each and 
every of us gang hts own Then he winked at the Caliph 

and whispered to him, ‘“nicre is but one hour of darkness left 
and I bring them before thee to'cnorrow, when thou canst 
Grcely question them all concerning their story,” But the 
Caliph raised his head haughtily and cried out at him in wrrath, 
saying, “J have no patience left for my longing to hear of them; 
let the KaJandars question them fonhri^t.” Quoth Ja’afar, 
‘"This is not my rede.” Then words ran high and talk answered 
talk, and they disputed as to who should mst put the question, 
but at last all fixed upon the Poner. And as the jingle increased 
the house'OiisiTess could not but notice It and asked them, "O ye 
folk I on what matter are ye talking so loudlyr' Then the Porter 
stood up respectfully before her and said, “O my lady, this 
company earnestly desire that thou acquaint them with the 
story of the two bitches and what maketn thee punish them so 
cruelly; and then thou fallest to weeping over them and kissing 
them; and lastly they want to hear the tale of thy sister and why 
she hath been bastinado'd with palm-^sticks like a man. Hieae 
are the questions they charge me to put, and peace be with 
thee."* Thereupon quoth she who was the lady of the house to 
the guests, “Is this true that he saith on your part?” and all 
replied, "Ycsl” save Ja'afar who kept silence. When she heard 
these words she cried, “By Allah, ye have wronged us, O 
our guests, with grievous wT'onging; for when you came before us 


^ tm icn, cn widi iKe pm of a and tcnfliblt mm c^McpdW 
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we made compact and condition with you, that whoso shoidd 
speak of what conoemeth him not should hear what pleaseth him 
not. Suificeth ye not that we took you into our house and fed 
you with our best food? But the fault is not so much youra as 
hers who let you in.” Then she tucked up her sleeves from her 
wrists and struck the floor thrice uvith her hand crying, “Come ye 
quickly;” and lo! a closet door opened and out of it came seven 
Mgro slaves with drawn sweads in hand to whom she said, “Pih' 
ion me those praters' elbows and bind them each to Qch.” 
They did her bidding and asked her, “O veiled and virtuous! 
is it thy hi^ command that we strike off their heads?”; but she 
answered, “Leave them awhile that 1 question th^ of thefr 
condition, before their necks feel the sword.” ”By Allah, O my 
lady!” cried the Porter, “slay me not for other's sin; all these 
men offended and deserve the penalty of crime save myself. 
Now by Allah, our night had been charming had we escaped the 
muftiflcacion of those monocular Kalandars whose entrance into 
a populous city would convert it into a liowling wilderness,” 
Then he repeated these veraes:— 

‘■How fair is ruth the strong imn Jdpu ntrt smother! • And fiurest fair wheo 
Bho^ CO weakest brothsa:: 

Br Love’s own IwJy tie between lu twain, * Let one not suflir for the sin cf 
other.” 

When the Porter ended his verse the lady laughed-And Shah- 

mmd perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted 
say. 


ESbett it toa^ tijt (gtrtentt) iSigfit. 

said. It hath reached me, O auspicious Ring, that the lady, 
aftCT laughing at tin Porter despite her wraths came up to the 
part}' md spake thus, “Tell me who ye be, for ye have but an 
hour of life; and were ye nut men of rank and, perhaps, notables 
of your tribes, you had not been so froward and I had hastened 
your doom.” Tlien said the Caliph, "Woe to thee, O Ja'afar, tell 
^ who we are kst we be skin by mistake; and speak her fair be- 
f<^ some horror be^il us.” “'Tts pan of thy deserts," replied he; 
whereupon the Caliph cried out at him saying, ‘’Thmx is a time 
Iot witty words and there is a time for serious work.” Then the 
lady accosted the three KaJandars and askd “Are ye 
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brothers?”; when they answered, "No, by Allah, we be naught 
but Fakirs and foreigners.” Then quoth she to one among 
them, "Wast thou Ixim blind of one eye?'’; and quoth "No, 
by Allah, ’twas a marvellous matter and a wondrous miVhin oe 
which caused my eye to be tom out, and mine is a tale which, if 
it were written upon the eye^comers with needle-gravers, were a 
Warner to w'hoso would be wamed," ^ She questioned the second 
and third Kalandar; but all replied like the first, "By Allah, O 
our mistress, each one of us cometh from a different oiuntry, and 
we are ail three the sons of Kings, sovereign Princes ruling over 
suzerains and capital cities.” Thereupon she turned towar^ 
them and said, "Let each and every of you tell me his tale in 
due order and explain the cause of his coming to our place; and 
if his story please us let him stroke his bead" and wend his way.” 
TTic first to come forward was the HammiL the Porter, who said, 
**0 my lady, 1 am a man and a porter. This dame, the ^tcrasa, 
hired me to carry a load and took me first to the shop of a vintner, 
then to the booth of a butcher; thence to the stall of a truiterer; 
thence to a grocer who also sold dry fruits; thence to a con^ 
fectiooer and a perfumer'CUCQ'dniggist and from him to this 
place where there happened to me with you what happened. 
Such is my story and peace be on us all !* At this the lady 
laughed and said, "Rub thy head and wend thy waysi”; but he 
cried, “By Allah, I will not stump it till 1 hear the stories of my 
compamons." Then came forward one of the Monoculars and 
began to tell her 


The First KdluTidd/s Tdle, 

Know, O my lady, that the cause of my beard being sh<^ and 
my eye being out-tom was as follows. My father was a Ring and 
he had a brother who was a King over another city; and it came 
to pass that I and my cousin, the son of my paternal uncle, were 


I Thi» ^ M ftvBuritP thfl pbty iKtng upan "ibrat^ fa n^edk-sraverj and ^ Ibrar 

Ian a wnming). t r, m 

s Thif ia ht* bwi” sa ths peaunc jwiU ilia forelock- Line 2m 

mggats, aa an iftcrthou^hi, that it oifani f—'^RocffVEr thf aemess in alltukn to a 
lon'i ifnr^itig Ji'ij band tuiw hu bead afttr ikarp or a hC* \l ocain cUtwbm in 
KXQC of ihf 
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boch bom oq one and the same day. And years and days rcdled 
oo; and» as we grew up, I used to visit my uncle every now and 
then and to spend a certain number of months with 1 ^, Now 
my cousin and I were sworn friends; for be ever entreated me 
with exceeding kindness: be killed for me the fonest sheep and 
strained the best of his wines, and we enjoyed long conversing 
and carousing. One day when the wine had gotten the better S 
us, the son of my unde said to me, “O my cousin, 1 have a great 
service to ask of thee; and I desire that thou stay me not in w'hatso 
[ desire to dol” And 1 replied, “With joy and goodly will,” 
Then he made me swear the most binding oaths and left me; 
but after a little white he returned leading a lady veiled and 
richly apparelled with ornaments worth a J^ge sum of money. 
Presently he turned to me (the woman behig still behind him) 
and said, “Take this lady with thee and go befme me to such a 
burial groimd“ (describing it, so that 1 knew the place), “and 
enter with her into such asepulchre‘and there await my coming.” 
The oaths 1 swore to him made me keep silence and sufered me 
not tooppose him; so i led the woman to the cemetery and both 1 
and she took our srate in the sepulchre; and hardly had w^e sat 
down when in came ray uncle's srai, with a bowl of water, a 
bag of mortar and an adze somewhat like a hoe. He went straight 
to the tomb in the midst of the sepulchre and, breaking it open 
with the adze set the stones on one side; then he fell to digging 
into the earth of the comb till he fame upon a large iron ^te, 
the size of a wicket door; and on raising it there appeared below 
it a staircase \'aulted and winding. Then he turned to the lady 
and said to her, “Gome now and take thy final choice t” She at 
once went down by the staircase and disappeared; then auoth 
he to me, ‘‘^O son of my unde, by way of oomplecing thy Kind¬ 
ness, when I shall have descended into this place, restore the 
trapdoor to where it was. and heap hack the earth upon it as it 
lay before; and then of thy goodness mir this unslaked lime 
which is in the hag with this water which is in the bowl and, 
after building up the stones, plaster the outside so that none 
looking upon it shall say:—This is a new opening in an old 

* ThU wocild be a flcjsar^ie btuldi'ing our fimilr »mb und pFcbtibly domed^ m- 
ifznbbng ihiit nrcnEkrncd in "The King Qf tht BJock feUiuk/’ Eujfipcanv c»U 

it lirtlc or, ai ther wrlto "'Wdy;'' the cotitdiiai irw the iJvc 
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tomb. For a whole year have 1 worked at this place whereof 
none knoweth but AJlah^ and this is the need I have of thee; 
presently adding> “May .Allah never bereave thy friends of thee 
nor make them desolare by chine aljseoce, O son of my unde, 
O my dear coo 3 in!“ And he went down the staira and dis¬ 
appeared for ever. When he was lost to sight 1 replaced the iron 
pbte and did all his bidding till the tomb beiame as it was before; 
and 1 worked almost unconsdously for my bead was heated wnth 
wine, Returning to the palace of my unde, I was told diat he bad 
gonefortha-sportingand hunting ;so I slept that night wi thoutsee- 
ing him; and, when the morning dawned, I remembered the scenes 
of the past e^'ening and what happened between me and my 
cousin; I repented of having obeyM him when penitence was of 
no avail, I still thought, however, that it was a dream. So I fell 
to asking for the son of my unde; but there was none to answer 
me cmceming him; and 1 went out Co the grave-yard and the 
^pulchres, and sought for the tomb under which he was, but 
could noc find it; and 1 ceased not wandering about from sep 
ulchre to sepulchre, and comb ro comb, all without success, till 
night set in. So I returned to the dty. yet 1 could neither eat 
nor drink; my thoughts being engrossed with my cousin, for 
that I knew not what was become of him; and I grieved with ex¬ 
ceeding grief and passed another sorrowful night, watching until 
the morning. Then went i a second time to the cemetery, pon¬ 
dering over vdiat the son of mine uncle had done; and, sorely 
repenting my hearkening rei him , went round among all the 
tombs, OTt could not find the tomb I soi^ht. I mourned over 
the past, and remained in my mourning seven days, seeking the 
place and ever missing the path. Then my torture of scruples^ 
grew upon me till 1 well ni^ went mad, and 1 found no way to 
dispel my grief save travel and return to my lather. So I set out 
and journeyed homeward; but as 1 was entering my father’s 
capital a crowd of rioters sprang upon me and pinioned me.* 1 
wondered thmeat with all wonderment, seeing that I was the son 
of the Sultan, and these men were my father’s subjects and 
amongst them were some of my own slaves. A great fear fell 

^‘WUwM;"=iliaboiHcil pcmptiirion or pa^gErtian. The u 4 into 

with icntpte (scnrpaluA, * pcbUle m the ilie*), otie whe feim dut hij iblut™ were 
etc, 

a Ajelx, ** K — penidii~ma lyiiig the irmi bchmd ths bstkjiui dkaukkn (Eitfj, 

e diic VO frec^bat£i men. 
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upon me, and I said to my sou],' "'^Would heavim 1 knew what 
hath happened to my fiitherl" I questimed those chat behind me 
of the cause of thdr doing, but they returned me no ansiver. 
Hoover, after a while one cdf them said to me (and he had been, 
a b'red servant of our house), “Fortune hath been false to thy 
father; his troops betrayed him and the Waair who slew him now 
reimech in his stead and we lay in wait to seiae thee by the 
bidding of him.” I was weil'ni^ distmught and felt ready to 
feint on. heariiig of my fether'a (^th; when they carried me off 
and placed me in presence of the usurper. Now between me 
and him there was an olden grudge, the cause of which was this. 
1 was fond of shooting with the stone* * bow,* and it befel one day 
as I was standing on the terraoe'roof of the palace, that a bird 
lighted on the cop of the Waar's house when he happened to 
be thcTC, 1 shot at the bird and missed the mark; but I hit the 
Wadr’s eye and knocked it out as fete and fortune decreed. 
Even so saith the poet:— 

W« tread the padi where Fate hath ted • The path Pate writ we &b inuat 
tread: 

And man in one land dnorried to dk * Death no where shalt do hmt 
dead. 

And on like wise saith another:— 

Let Fortune ha we her wanton way * Take btart and all her words obey: 

Nor joy oar mourn at anything * For all things pass andnothingsatay. 

Now when I knocked out the Wayr’s eye he could not say a 
single word, for that my father was King of the dty; but he hated 
me everafter and dire was the grudge thus caus^ between us 
twain. ^ So when I was set before Him hand'bound and pinioned, 
he straightway gave orders for me to be beheaded. I asked, 
“For what crime vdit thou put me to death?"; whereupon he 
answered, “What crime is greater than this?" pcanting the while 

^ArBb. =«ki^ life, aa oppwil to "Rnicb" — 

*pittr vul Imaiii. In thest It h tfqmTdtHf to '1 tsid ti> inv*if." Amihsf ioFm 
of thfi toot |i -with idea of fo Nsfai" ( “raiSKi' 

c^bftDth] ii ■ nniw fjtmr liciia hj cxpiritkitir it miiicf f^llbir to tnmnenfi^ 
(FUgrlniH^ I., fi6). 

^Armb. "Kiu* tht of mnim Judin; with tm 

jc^cd by a bjl of clotb which Auppofu a b*3J of dry tUy tit iramt Ir i* cbleHy uaJ fat 
htrdiog. 
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to the place where his eye had been Quoth 1 , ‘Thia I did by 
accident not of malice prepense;* * ' and quoth he, thou didst 
it by accident, I will do the like by thee with inteation,*** 
Then cried he, ''Bring him forward" and they brought me up 
to him, when he thrust his finger into my left eye and gouged 
it out; whereupon I became onc-cyed as ye see me. Then 
he bade hind me hand and foot, and put me into a chest 
and said to the sworder, “Take of this fellow, and go off 

with him to the waste lands about the city; then draw thyscymitar 
and slay him, and leave him to feed the beasts and birds.'” So 
the headsman fared forth with me and when he was in the 
midst of the desert, he took me out of the chest (and I with both 
hands pinioned and both feet fettered) and was about to bandage 
my fibres before striking olF my head. But 1 wept with ezeeeding 
weeping until I made him weep with me and, looking at him j 
began to redte these couplets;— 

“I d«au»J you coat'o''iii^ that fhouJd withstand * The foenmn's shafts; and 
you proved foeman's brand; 

I boi^ your aiEUnce in tnuK evtxy cliance ' Though fail my left to aid my 
dexter hand: 

Aloof you stand and hear the railer's gibe * While nJn tbdr i di afr* on me the 
giber-band: 

But wi ye will not gunrd me from my foes * Snmd clear, snd luccnur neither 
these nor those!" 

And I also quoted;— 

“I deemed my brethren mail of ammifeet steel * And so they were—freci foo 
to fend my dart! 

I deemed tbeir arn^ surest of thdr aim; * And so they was—when aiming 
at my heart r 

When the headsman heard my lines (be had been sworder to my 
sire and he owed me a debt of gratitude) he cri^ "O my lord, 
what can I do, being but a sbve under orders?” presently adding. 


* Jn tha Fjhi blintting wi* t ratniBOn prsetiof, etpedaRy in the cose of jujikif prlrtco 
not fniuir^ as hein A liwp imnitMt nu4e dtwji c*(h ewMf cf ii« 

ejftt; and thr baUf nomiWKl \>Y futitni' cht o^tic nervt: Ami ihc imitcts, 

Thfl Uttr Calipht bliiuietl their Ticdmff by jwtifxi Wide eEosc to Ac cMt 

<ir A Ectdk cvci tbe ry^bkU. Al™t die Msie Time in Eumpe the opcraAiP wqs per¬ 
formed 'ftlih A hcand mcial bjfiiiMJie iFrcU-ftnown krifjwr {usdi bv ArkAte^i u bup- 
pchcd Fjc? deik Vipw (Petnu tk the ' injfiLtlteT cf niodcm 
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“Fiy for thy life and nevennore return to tins land, or they will 
slay thee and slay me with thee, even as the poet said:— 

TaJffi lijr Lie and fly whenos eviU threat; * Let the ruined house tefl its 
owner’s Eitef 

New bod foe the old thou shalt spyk and flod * But to find new life thou lousc 
not awidt. 

Strange that men should sit in the stead of shame, * When AIbh's wc^ld is so 
wide and gr^tl 

And trust not odaer, in mtters ^ve * Life itself must act for a life beset: 
Ne’er would prowl the lian wiui rri:itwd neck, * Did he ledoon on. aid <g: 
others rtdt." 

Hardly believing in my esca[^, I kissed his hand and thought the 
loss of my eye a hght matter in consideration of my escaping from 
being slam. I arrived at my uncle's capital : and, going in to him, 
told turn of what had befallen my fatfier and myself; whereat he 
wept with sore weeping and said, '''Verily thou addest grief to my 
gritf, and woe to my woe; for thy cousin hath been missing these 
many days; I wot not what hath happ^ed to him, and none can 
give me news of him .” And he wept till he tinted- I sorrowed 
and oondobd with him; and he would have applied certain medi' 
caments to my eye, but he saw chat it was n^ome as a walnut 
with the shell empty, Then said he, “O my son, better to lose 
eye and keep life!” After that I could no longer remain silent 
about my cousin, who was his only son and one dearly loved, so 
I told him all that had happened. He rejoiced with extreme 
joyanoe to hear news of his son and said, "Come now and show^ 
me the temb;’" but 1 replied, "By Allah, O my uncle, I knowr not 
its place, though I sought it carefully lull many times, yet could 
not find the site,” However, I and my unde went to the grave-- 
yard and looked right and left, till at last I recognised the tomb 
and we both rejoiced with exceeding joy. We entered the 
sepulchre and loosened the earth about the grave; then, up¬ 
raising the trap-door, descended some fifty steps till we came 
to the foot of the staircase vrhen lol we were stopped by a 
blinding smoke. Thereupon said my unde that saying whose 
saycr s^ll never con;e to shame, “There is no Majesty and there 
is no Might, save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great!" and we 
advanced till we suddenly came upon a saloon, whose fioor was 
strewed with Sour and grain and provisions and all manner necea- 
saries; and in the midst of it stow a canopy sheltering a couch. 
Thereupon my unde went up to the couch and inspecting it 
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lound his son and the lady who l^d gone down with him into 
the tomb, lying in each other's embrace; but the twain had be- 
come bb^ as chamed wood; it was as if they had been cast into 
a pit of fire. When my uncle saw this spectacle, he spat in his 
son's face and said, ‘'Thou hast thy deserts, O thou hog thia 
is thy jud^ent in the transitory world, and yet remaincth the 
judgment in the world toCDme,a durer anda more enduring." 

And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her 
permitti^ say. 


IQbtn it the iJight* 


She contmued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Kal^dar thus went on with his story before the buy and the 
Caliph and Ja'afar ;^My uncle struck his son with his slipper* * as 
he by there a bbek heap of coal. 1 marvelled at his hariwe&s of 
heart, and grieving for my cousin and the bdy, said, “By Allah, 
O my uncle, calm thy wrath: dost thou not see that all ray 
thoughts are occupied with this misfortune, and how sorrowful I 
am for what bath befallen thy son, and how horrible it is that 
naught of him remaincth but a bbek heap of cbarccal? And is not 
that enough, but thou must smite him wiii thy slipper?" An' 
swered he,“0 son of my brother, this youth from his boyhood was 
madly in love with his own sister;* and oftenand often 1 forbade 


{by F.tmipcani proTTOuncbJ "Hanrir'J, jirop, i wild^bDxrc liut 
popuJorly ii 90 d like our 

^ SttiIuiis w j i^idCp tJ tc urtidcii u Ijuti lTnw^ tecflujsc 

they m not made, Whe wliip* and fcumgcs^ for such purpwe. Hm die Ejtit vid the 
Weflt di^w iliamcrrtciliy. whidt hy itv^miniidTiti which ak b oneV 

hjindfl by ihATiix tfo not di^q^ m man/" CerviAOM iB. (J i.* chipt. 1:5}^ imJ hto 
cn m pfovK tbM If ft ZflpjEEto (cnbbkr) ci^diEl uinthtr mxh. hh form cr Im, ih* latier 
mjiii net himjcJf cudgtlicd. The revcw m die Ejje whm a bkj» of a 

tttek Cflsi MdJiBtmnKd d^Jt ^on hii life= Uhnta'J Fuk^ wa bcimed to dcftth by 

Mftlik Ninrr, chief of SFiendy rpliifrimiige, 1., 301), th- actuiJ wcfbuJ it Urn 

consk^rEEl m Mnriem liw than the lEr^inimetit irhicli cmn&ed It: stkki laurl Btorw* m 
i™iJ ^hikt iWdtil muI gtin and piiial dte fEdoqioin. See liwf, (t, J36} 

he t imtc open the weaponi widi whidi mukmi pdimL 

* w M wm iibofljiaabk rv^^here cacept aniq^t the QWtrwdcd poor of great 
imjJ civiikAi cide*. Yet «idi ttmEja* mmincn nnd hwhil and 

hiijbly tpcf?pkv, as the Eayptiuu (!«■ anJ Ctenj>, A^vrium anJ jutdcut 

Pe™w. PhyiifilqptilJy they ire mjmiw only «hci^ tite paredia biir CDtuiltuttctimJ 
defccti: tf both ire Atmnd^ the iasuc^ it adwqest the so^xllcd ^b«r aaim 4 b “ k liable 
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him from her, sayingtom y self ;— ^They are bu t Uttlc ones. However, 
when they grew up ain befel between them; iuid, ^dwugn 1 
cc^d hardly believe it, I confined him and chided mm and 
threatened him with the severest threats; and the eunuchs a^ 
servants said to him: — Beware of so foul a thing which bc^ 

fore thee ever did, and which none after th» will ever do; and 
have a care l^t be dishonoured and disgraced among the 
Kings of the day. even to the end of time. And 1 added pSucb 
a repmrt as this will be spread abroad by caravans, and taJee hera 
not to give them cause to talk or 1 will assuredly curse theeanddo 
thee to death. After that 1 lodged them apart and shut her up; but 
the accursed girl loved him with passionate love, fr^ Satan bad got 
the mastery of her as welt as of him and made their foul sm seem 
fair in their sight. Now when my son saw that I separated thes^ 
be secretly built this souterrain and furnished it and iransportca 
to it victuals, even as thou seest; and, when 1 had 6*^^ 
sporting, came here with his sister and hid from me* Ti^n His 
righteous judgment fell upon the twain and consumed cfaem 
with fire from Heaven; and verily the last judgment w^ deal 
r jipfn durer paina and more enduringP’ Then he wept and 1 
with him; and he looked at me and said, ‘Thou art my son m his 
stead." And I bethought me awhile of the world and of ite 
rh?n r^s how the Waor bad skin my father and h^ taken his 
place and had put out my eye; and how my cousin had ccane to 
ms death by the strangest dknee : and i wept again and my unde 
wept with me. Then we mounted the steps and let down the 
iron pkte and heaped up the earth over it; and, after restcrtiog 
the fnmh to its former condition, we returned to the paki^. 
But hardly had we sac down ere we heard tomtoi^g ofjhe 
kettle drum and tantara of trumpets and dash ot cym^; 
and the rattling of war^men’s lances; and the damoura or ^ 
sailants a"d the clanking of bits and the neighing of steeds; 
while the world was canopied with dense dust and sand^ouds 
raised by the horses' hoofs’ We were amased at sight and 
sound, knowing not what could be the matter; to we asked and 
were told us that the Wadr who usurped my father’s kingdom 
had marched his men; and that after levying his soldiery and 


• D««l]en in the NoPthera Temperane* tmn h#rdly rroagine wlwi « ^Mionn w m 
fttiHxireiwI tirpciil ImuU. In isudki. « lauUUy, 

irhile above the dim vu « atm tlui would «« 
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tsiking a host of wild Arabs* into service, he had come down upon 
U3 with armies like the sands of the aea; their number none could 
tell and against them none could prevail. They attacked the dty 
unawares; and the dtirenst being powerless to oppose them, sur* 
rendered the pbee: my unde was slain and 1 made for the su burbs 
saying to myself, ''If thou fall into this villain's hands he will 
assuTi^ly kill thee.’’ On tins wise all my troubles were renewed; 
and 1 pondered all that had bedded my father and my uncle and 
1 knew not what to do; for if the city people or my father’s troops 
had recognised me they would have done their bek to win favour 
by d^troying me; and I could think of no way to escape save hy 
shaving off my beard and my eyebrows. So 1 shore them off and, 
changing my fine clothes for a_ Kalandar's rags, 1 fared forth from 
my uncle's capital and made for this dty; hoping that peradven' 
ture some one would assist me to the presence of the Prince of 
the Faithful,* and the Cblipb who is the Vtceregient of AlUh upon 


'‘'I’rbati,'* rin* med ftf the irild peopit!, wfiom Jie Fraieh hw 

^i£ht lu ti> «1| btang a nute « dtset; anil Biifiwl tfem. 

filuf. Hniid'wi artij 1lir|wAin)j !i Eti2d of the HufOpfl'Ua ftxVo 

fcitfnt to inljnJJ the IfijypElaiti ' AiaW'i tlw illBWeiw ™ as enait h between an 
hnahthnuri and i Spjnunl Artibi |ifti|)er divide their ni» ktn auoceasi^r 

fammEa- The Afiiij xLAribfth, ar *i4initHyiy:J are the autochchotiiap pre- 

(iroto-Jinicjic qnil C3t(in£t tnbes; for * T™ tif rhe Adiin whi? bdng ac 

Mepcah c^i:3ipc^l tJic dstfiKtion their viclud nodcin^ but mingled witJi other ctiifGa. 

Tht -Armb (.Ajflhiicd Aralol arc rht (Irri Uvcfia rcprcwnocd by 

nobic icraiRi^ ti rJic KorEv^h iKnn^), 3onx xiJU Aunnvhie. Ths ' Arab 
Jliaiu'mliijFr (iwtitltMft, riaiLxn[«i nr inrtiitiud Arabia mtftt who claim m W Arak? 
irc Atahi hkt ihc S^Riuew, ihc EtfypdtJii End tlie koctrultiJ hv inters 

mamanfc wirh fttber I Fence rw "MwiirEbtHia ' atuj the ^^Marrabaii" of Rohclak 

(not, "M tvnni eoin^^ed of snil A«Ib'-), Sce^ however, 

the Miita viibah desecniantt ot K.ihtan (jmsihEy the Jottiw <sf CenBM t. e «bi* 
^ftvely B C. enJ the NJu*«‘«ib»h thnw dH«nd=J fmm 

A.^n the onstn of Arab eenealegy. Aud, Lutly, m ife “Arab ta^MLUta-ajimall ■* 
like the pre«ni {vopulntion of ?tfe«ati anj Al-Mcdinah Ekeidet 
th» thtir OR iMlier Vt^ ori^in t. rrtil nnfcno^: »eh ai the Maht^ rnbet 

o< Hazranuur, ihc Akhdim (—aemJej) of Omen (MaakaOt *rd (he "EhnJ * of 
lb« ltJ,*k ..ipten^ the latter t» be tltwerdcd ft™ the Fenian aaliihra 
oi AntHliirttzn who eapeltcj iLe Ahysniiian Invader fnotn Soathem Arabia. (PiLtrimant, 
iu-, 31, etc.) ■ ^ 

lATib. "ApoIt aJ-Muuminrft/* The tille wa. asnnrrwd by (he CiEiph Omar » obriace 

aEtcr * few isncTetiiiM woulj became imppa. 
«hfe. It fficana t.™r (^,ef« prince) of the Mutenlm; ' even who htJd » the (t™ 
.MntETTtl hAith, J.tc IfFlJn fthCfiTYp fufliiElllEIl(i[ itTtidlcs) n oppQxd m iFk "Din*** 

or ihE rrlitte. It ifflct bftaimc a WWUJ time wti^Tied by Sultifi 

Mdfkthtth (kiiiB kji^ HI lia S\t£m (Ridijrdxuft*x Vi^, 
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earth. Thus have 1 ocane hither that I ought tell him my tale 
and lay my case before him, 1 arrived here this very night, and 
was standing in douht whither I should go. when suddenly 1 saw 
this second Kalandar; so I salam'd to him saying:—'T am a 
stranger!” and he answered :—“1 too am a stranger!" And as we 
were con vising behold, up came our companion, this third 
Kalandar, and saluted us aa>'ing :—“I am a stranger!" And we 
answered:^—”We too be strangers!” Then we three walked on 
and together til! darkness overtook us and Destiny drave us to 
your house. Such, then, is the cause of the shaving of my beard 
and mustachios and eyebrows; and the manner of my losing my 
right eye. They marvelled much at this tale and the Caliph said 
to Ja'aiar, "By Allah, I have not seen nor have 1 heard the like of 
w'hat hath happened to this Kalandar!” Quoth the lady of the 
house, "Rub thy head and wend thy w^ys;' but he replied, "I 
will not go, till I hear the history of me two others." Thereupon 
the second Kalandar came forward; and, kissing the ground, bc' 
gan to tell 

The Sorond KcIdTidar's Tdle. 

Know, O my hidy, that I was not born one-eyed and mine is a 
strange story; an it were graven with needle'gxaver on the eye- 
comers, it were a w^arner to whoso would be warned. 1 am a 
King, son of a King, and wras brought up like a Prince. 1 learned 
in tonin g the Kcsrati according the seven schools/ and 1 rrad all 
manner boeJes, and held disputations on their contents with the 
doctors and men of science; moreover 1 studied star-lorc and the 
fair sayings of poets and 1 exercised myself in all branches of 
learning until I surpassed the people of my time; my skill incalhg' 
mphy acceded that of all the scribes; and my fame was bruited 
abroad over all climes and cities, and all tl^ kings learned to know 
my name. Amongst others the King of Hind heard of me and 
sent to my father to invite me to his court, with otferings and 
presents and rarities such as befit royalties. So my father htted 
out six ships for me and my people; and we put to sea and sailed 

Thli mux mcM '“fiLKordinp m liie «ven ctliflcwifi of the Kwan,^' tbc dd reruTiM 
iitd 40 forth Sect. in. and D'HerbeJor "Ajodrao/") The Kpuwft of thr 

tiemh the right proniindisitiwi twheran * m i ftt t jV c he wruiil, arc icfcn, Ham- 

Mh* Ibh Karir* Ti'akdb, Ibn Amir, Kisii, Aain and Hafii, the latter bein® the favourice 
with the Haaaht and tJic ^Eily oiic tww gcueralty timwa m Al-lilanu 
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for the space of a full month till we made the laocL Then we 
brought out the hDrses that were with us in the ships; and, after 
Imding the camels with our piresents for the Prince, we set forth 
inland. But we had inarched cnljr a little way, when behold, a 
dust^Joud upyflew, and grew until it walled' the horizon from 
view. After an hour or so the veil lifted and discovered beneath 
It fifty horsemen,tavening lions to the sight,in steel armour dight 
We observed them strai^tly and toJ they were cutters'off of Lhe 
hi^way, wild as wild Arabs. 'Mien they saw that we rvere only 
four and had with us but the ten cameb carrying the presents, 
they dashed down ujion us with lances at rest. We signed to 
them, with our fingers., as it were saying, ““We be messengers 
of the great King of Hind, so harm us not !*’' but they answered 
on like wise, “We are not m his dominions to obey nor are we 
subject to his sway.” Then they sec upon us and slew some 
of my slaves and put the lave to flight; and I also fled after I had 
gotten a wound, a grievous hurt, whilst the Ar^ were taken up 
with the money and the presents which were with us. 1 went 
forth unknowing whither 1 went, having become mean as I was 
mighty ; and 1 fared on until I came to the crest of a mountain 
W’herc I took shelter for the night in a cave. When day arose 
1 set out again, nor ceased after this ftshion till I arrived at a ^ 
dty md a welbfilled. Now it was the season when Winter was 
turning away wdch his rime and to gr^ the world with his 
flowers came Prime, and the young blooms were springing and 
the streams flowed ringing, and the birds were sweetly flin ging , as 
saith the jKiec concerning a certain dty when describing it;— 

A phce secure from every dwugbt of fear • Safety and peace for ever Ic^d ft 
here: 

Its beauties Bean W beautify its sona ‘ And a* iis Heaven its happy folk 
appear. 


• Arab. SaJd W- "irrad" or •'band" of Ar^Blo-Indk. Heim: 

iIk "Sodd" on lhe Nile, the banks of grant and ftMt-ng islands whld, 'Vtil" tlw KKam, 
nwie are few w|$hts more appalUott tkan a undiiurm in dae H f t rrt. rhe "Zwiha'ih"* 
9 the An** call it. Dcailt, « rilUn of tand. ^^erricaJ and indiited, a thMi- 

fiinj f«E kigh, nish Direr the plain Lukins dft Hwd «i ikeif ba* like a sea mrg'ng 
under a furlou* whirlwind; ibcarinir Ac K«*a dean tway frofti ike fo&u icarina up 
ETM*, which are whitlrel late leans jutd trida in air and >™ping away Ecna and 
tuwte* at if they were bit* of paper. At Imt the ccluflim join at the m. arwl fens, per 
bap* three thowiand fort above the earth, * Bigantic cfoud of Tdtow «nd wkjch obkianta 
not tmly the l^n but svai the mUUay nin. There wnd.spocti we the terror of 
rtarellEra. Iij Sind and the Punjab we have the i|Liit.8e<irin whkk for darkn% I kaTe 
auid, beaEi tke Itiadost Lemdsn fog. 
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I was glad of my anival for I was weaned with the way, and 
yellow of face for weakness and want; but my plight was pitiable 
and 1 knew not whither to betake me. So 1 accosted a Tailor 
sitting in his little shop and saluted him; he returned my salam, 
and l^de me kindly welcome and wished me well and entreated 
me gently and ask^ me of the cause of my strangerhood. I told 
him all my past liram &st to last; and he was concerned on my 
account and said^ '*0 youth, disclose not thy secret to any: the 
Kins of this dry is the greatest enemy thy father hath, and there 
is blood'wit^ b^ween them and thou h^t cause to fear for thy 
life." Then he set meat and dnnk before me; and I ate and diank 
and he with me; and we conversed freely till nigbt-fall, when 
he cleared me a pbce in a comer of his shop and brought me a car' 
pet and a coiverlet. 1 tamed with him three days; at the end 
of which time he said to me, “‘Knowest thou no calling whereby 
to win thy living, O my sonT^ '*‘1 am learned in the law."*' 1 
replied, “and a doctor of doctrine; an adept in art and science, 
a mathematician and a notable penman,” He rejoined, “Thy 
calling is of no account in our dty, where not a soul under' 
standeth science or even writing or aught saw money'maktng.” 
Then said I, “By Allah, I know nothing hut what 1 have men' 
tioned;*' and he answered, “Gird thy middle and take thee a 
hatchet and a cord, and go and hew wood in the wold for thy 
daily bread, till Allah send thee relief; and tell none who thou 
art lest they slay thee.” Then he bought me an axe and a rope 
and gave me in charge to certain wood'cutters; and with these 
guardians 1 went forth into the forest, where I cut fud'wood 
the whole of my day and came back in the evening bearing my 
bundle on my head. 1 sold it for half a dinar, with part of which 
1 bought provision and laid by the rest. In such work 1 spent a 
whole year and when this was ended I went out one day, as was 
my wont, into the wilderness; and, wandering away from my 
companions, 1 chanced on a thickly grown lowland^ in which 

* Arab, = tbe TCTuicItHf b^rfernr mcnTifHTcti, ilrctidcd; in Arabia ni In QarwsL 

^ Ar&bm UJujtiiiUy « pbu^c V bert imi£JltiDa if 4Um£illl±. ll Eippiiei 

lin boQk&) to tbe Dwa-V3ii^|iui] htcamc "it ibmiiuti wirh wart adiJ ftutt The 

Gbutott h of the Hw conllll' poratfi^^ the ufJim bein^ fUirah (Bd^orah)^ Shinn 
Hod SjimvriiAd. In pccDharity a rhe likecw» to a Kapwf; the Dewt which nAh up 
alutofft to [[9 doom bcins the k 4 and \t3 shjp» being ihc cniTKlak The ftirt Anb to whom 
we Owe rhu MdmltAblc term hr tbe "CampaiwKv o( b ''Twinfali" <a* o£ th* poru 
of the Sutpuukd he likcnv {v. v. X ^hc cAmcb which bore away hb befoved 
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there was an abundance of vjood. So I entered and I found ihe 
purled stump of a great tree and loosened the ground about it 
and shovelled away the earth. Presently my hatchet rang 
upon a copper ring; so ) cleared away the soil and behold, the 
ring was attached to a wooden trapdoor* This I raised and there 
appeared beneath it a staircase. 1 descended the steps to the 
bottom and came to a door, which ] opened and found myself tn a 
noble hall strong of structure and beautifully built, where was a 
damsel like a pearl of great price, whose favour banished from my 
heart all grief and cark and care; and whose soft speech healed 
the soul in despair and captivated the wise and ware. Her figure 
measured five teet in height; her breasts were firm and upright; 
her cheek a very garden of delight; her colour lively bright; her 
face gleamed like oawn through curly tresses which gloomed like 
night, and above the anows of her bosom glittered teeth of a 
pearly white.^ As the poet said of one like her:— 

Sltnii'Wsisced bvcling, fetty biir-»ii:icwttEd * A wind cf wtUow on i mndy 
mound; 

And as saith another::— 

Four things dut meer not, save they here uniir * To shed my hcait'blood and 
to npe my sprim: 

Bnihantest fbeeh^d; tmsscs jetty bright; * rosy red and stature 

beauty'dighc 

When I looked upon her I prostrated myself before Hitn who had 
created her, for the beauty and loveliness He had shaped in her, 
and she looked at me and said, “Art thou man or Jinm?" “I am 
a man," answ'ered I, and she, “Now who brought thee to thfa 
pbee where 1 have abided five-and^twenty years without even 
yet seeing man in it?" Quoth 1 (and inde^ I found her words 
wondeT'SW'ect, and my heart was melted to the core by them), 
“O my lady, my good fomine led me hither for the dispelling of 
my cark, and care." Then 1 related to her all my mi^p from first 
to bst, and my case appeared to her exceeding grievous; so she 
wept and said, “ 1 will tell thee my story in my turn. 1 am the 
daughter of the King Ifitamus, lord of the Islands of Abnus * 
who married me to my cousin, the son of my paternal uncle; 


• Tlie cMpa i fint of (be ’"Sij'i,'' cr ihjmei ittost, tliu nnd iMny faTnll.r - pu. 

^THe -'EIwt'' Ijiltntli^ Sm-tt'i of £liene»'* Lp 21?, 
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but on my wcddiog night an Ifrit named Jipis' bin Rajmus, 
first cousin titat mother's sister's son., of Iblis, the Foul 
Fiend, snatched me up and, fl>ing away with me like a bird, sec 
me dowTi in this place, whither he conveyed all I needed of 
fine stuffs, raiment and jewels and furniture, and meat and drink 
and other else. Once in every ten days he comes here and lies 
a single night with me, and then wends his 'vay, for he took me 
w'ithout the consent ck his family: and he hath agreed with me 
chat if e^i'cr 1 need him by night or by day, J have only to pass 
my hand over yonder two lines engraved upon the alcove, and 
he will appear to me before my fingers cease touching. Four 
days have now passed since he was here; and, as there remain 
six days before he come again, say me, wilt thou abide with me 
five days, and go hence the day before his coming?'’ 1 replied 
“Yes, and yes again! O rare, if all this be not a dream!'' Hereac 
she was glad and, springing to her feet, seiipd my hand and 
carried me through an arched doorway to a Hammam'bath, a 
fiiir hall and richly decorate, 1 doffed my clothes, and she 
doffed hers; then we bached and she washed me; and when this 
-was done wc kft the bath, and she seated me by her side u^n 
a high divan, and brought me sherbet scented with musk. When 
we felt cool after the bath, she set food before me and w^e ate 
and fell to talking; but presently she said to me, "Lay thee 
down and take thy rest, for surely thou must be weary.’' So I 
thanked her, my lady, and lay dowm and slept soundly, forgptting 
all tliat had happened to me. When 1 awoke I found her rubbing 
and shampooing my feet;^ so I ag^in thanked her and blessed her 
and we sat for av/hile talking, S,iid she, “By Alfcih, I was gad at 
heart, for that I have dwrelt done underground for these five-and- 
twenty years; and praise be to Allah, who hath salt me some one 
with whom I can converse!" Then she asked, "O youth, what 
sayest thou townne?" and I answered, “Do as thou wilt." Where' 
upon she went to a cupboard and took out a sealed flask of right 
old wine and set off the table with flowers and scented herbs 
and began to sing these lines:— 

’'H3d WE known cf thy coming wc fain had disprad * Tt? oores of out 
hearts or the hjUs of our eyes; 

Our cheeks as a carpet to greei th*: had thrown * And our tydidi had strown 
for thy feet ta betread.'' ___ 

1 in tire Btit, Edit, 
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Now when she finished her verse 1 thanked her, for indeed love of 
her had gotten hold of tay heart and my grief and a ngi i^h were 
gone. We sat at converse and carousal till nightfoU, and with her 
I spent the night—such night never spent I in all my life! On the 
morrow delight followed delight till midday, by which time I 
had drunken wine so freely tbat ] bad lost my wits, and stood up, 
staggering to the right and to the left, and said "Come, O my 
charmer, and I will carry thee up from this underground vault 
and deliver thee from the spell of thy Jinni/* She laughed and 
^plied ^“Content thee and hold thy peace; of every ten days one 
is for the Ifrit and the other nine arc thine.” Quoth 1 (and in 
good sooth drink had got the better of me), “This very instant 
will I break down the alcove whereon is graven the talisman and 
summon the Ifrit that I may slay him, for it is a practise of tnin e 
to slay Ifritsr* When she heard my words her colour waxed wan 
and she said, “By Allah, do not!” and she began repeating;— 

“Ttis is a thing wheriein dcEmictiDti lies * I rede thee shun it an thy wits be 

ka “ 

wise. 

And these also:— 

"O thou who ieeJfESt ^voance, dnw the rein * Of thy swift atecd nor iwr b- 
o'ermueb t' advance; 

Ah stay! for trachcry a the rule of life, * And sweets of meetmg end in 
Kvuance." 

I heard her verse but paid no heed to her words, nay, I raised 

my foot and administered to the alcove a mighty kick-^And 

S hahra z a d perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per¬ 
mitted say. 


IBIjot it toatf tt)t lEljirtfentti iJiflfit, 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspidtxis King, that the second 
Kalandar thus continued his tale to the lady:—^But when, O my 
mistress, I kicked that alcove with a mighty kick, behold, the air 
starkened and darkened and tbundeted and listened; the earth 
trembled and quaked and the world became invisible. At once 
the fumes of wine left my head; I cried to her, “lATiat is the 
matter?” Md she replied, "The Ifrit is upon usl did I not warn 
thee of this? By Alkh, thou bast brought ruin upon me; but fly 
for thy life and go up by the way thou earnest downf* So 1 fled up 
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che BtaircaEe; but, in the excess of my I for^got sandals and 
hatchet. And when I had mounted two steps I turned to look 
for them, and lo! I saw the earth cleave asunder, and there arose 
from it an Ifrit, a monster of hideousness, who said to the damsel 
“What troobic and pother be this wrherewith thou disturhest me? 
What mishap hath betided thee?" “No mishap hath befallen me" 
she answered, “save that my breast was fitraitened* and my heart 
heavy with sadness! so 1 dr^k a little wine to broaden it and to 
hearten myself; then 1 rose to obey a call of Nature, but the wine 
had gotten into my head and I fell against the alcove." ''Thau 
liest, jtlfg the whore thou art!" shrieked the Ifirit; and he looked 
around the hall right and left rill be caught sight of my axe and 
sandals and said to her, "What be these but the belongings of 
some mortal who hath been in thy society?" She answered, 
"I never set eyes upon them till this moment: they must have 
i>een brought by thee hither cleaving to thy ^rments." Quoth 
the Ifrit, "'ITiese wca'dsare absurd; thou harlot! them strumprt!" 
Then he stripped her stark naked and, stretching her upcm the 
floor, bound hands and feet to four stakes, like one crudfied;* 
and set about torturing and trying to make her confess. 1 could 
not bear to stand listening to her cries and groans; so I climbed 
the stair on the quake with fear; and when I reached the top I re* 
placed the trap-door and covexed it with earth. Then repented 
1 of what I had done with penitence exceeding: and thought of 
the lady and her beauty and loveliness, and the tortures she was 
suffering at the hands of the accursed Ifrit, after her quiet life 
of five-and'twenty years; and how all that had happened to her 
was for the cause of me. I bethought me of my fether and his 
kingly estate and how I had become a woodcutter; and how, 
aftermy time bad been awhile serene, the world had again waxed 
turbid and troubled to me. So I wept Utterly and repeated this 
couplet:^— 

What Ctnie Fa^ s tyranny shall tocBt oppress thee * Bttpendt ont day shall 
joy thific, one distress the?! 


^ The cotivewe fhjt brcMi being braadcucdt the dm7|vii^i gaif 

pHicd with ihf hiad lield hijH aHil the dw*t infiaml. 

t Thk pciultf U iMTtkiFwd in ihit Kfiraq (chzpE. v.J u fit for rhjQ^e who fishi 
AUbJi mud Jui Apcriik; \rut commcnEatciTt Are fioc nfFocd if thf ilninm m nnt to be put 
ta dEnb of to liirtjf flfl the tbry dx. Phiiraoh jqc.) chrucetM to crurifjr 

hb on pAlitb-TTces, buJ it id be rbc p^d£cr. 
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TlKai 1 wfaited till I reached the home of my friend, the Tailor, 
whom I found most aniioualy expecting me; indeed he was, as the 
saying goes, on cools of fire for my account. And when he 
saw me he said, “All night long my heart hath been heavy, 
fearing for thee from wild beasts or other mischances. Now 
praise be to Allah for thy safety!” I thanked him for his friendly 
soKcitudc and. retiring to my comer, sat pondering and musing 
on what had befallen me; and 1 blamed and chidad myself for 
my meddlesome folly and my frowardness in kicking the alcove, 
I was calling myself to account when behold, my friend, the 
Tailor, came to me and said, “O youth, in the shop there is an 
old man, a Persian^ who seeketh thee: he hath thy hatchet and 
thy sandals which he had taken to the v/oodcuttersd saying, 
"1 was goingout at what time the Mu'azzin began thecall to dawn- 
prayer, whm I chaimed upon these things and know not whose 
they axe; so direct me to their owner.' The woodcutters rcc' 
ognised thy hatchet and directed him to th^: he is sitting in 
my shop, so fare forth to him and thank htm and take thine axe 
and sandals.” When J heard these words 1 turned yellow with 
fear and felt Btunned as by a blow; and, before 1 could recover 
myself, lo! the floor of my private room dove asunder, and out of 
it rose the Persian who w^as the Ifrit. He had torrured the lady 
with exceeding tortures, natheless she would not confess to him 
aught; so he took the hatchet and sandals and said to her, “As 
surely as 1 am Jfrjis of the seed of Iblis, I will bring thee back 
the owner of this and these Then he went to the woodcutters 
with the pretence aforesaid and. being directed to me, after 
waiting a while in the shop till the fact was confirmed, be sud' 
denly snatched me up as a hawk snatcheth a mouse and flew high 
in air; but presently descended and plunged with me under the 
earth (1 being aswoon the tvhile), and lastly set me down in the 
subterranean palace wherein I had passed that blissful night. 
And there I saw the lady stripped to the skin, her limbs Ixaind to 
four stakes and blood welling from her sides. At the sight my 
eyes ran over v;ith tears; but the Ifrit covered her person and 

* ^h. esp. m the IrttEcr m The Niahti ia a 

riJIuln- I hesTf litmaHt tfi.if tJm DOlltCtMptltib; CCi6idJtf<m of PcTikiis in Al-HifJb 
[wiikh r nofttA irt 1^52, Pitgr^Ei^, ii| 2J7} hm dian^. They nx m IcmfWj 
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“O wanton, is noc this man thy lover?'' She looked upon me 
and replied, ''I wot him not nor have I ever seen him before this 
hiMr!" Quoth the Ifric, "Wiiiat! this torture and yet no ooo^ 
fcssiag;'* *and quoth she,“l never saw this man in myj^m days, 
and it is not lawful in Allah 's sight to tell lies cm him.” “If thou 
know him not,” said the Ifrit to her, “take this sword and 
strike off his head*”' She henc the sword in hand and came close 
up to me; and 1 signalled to her with my eyebrows, my tears the 
while flowing adown my cheeks. She understood me and made 
answer, also by signs, “How oouldest thou bring all evil 
upon me?” and 1 rejoined after the same fashion, “This is the 
time for mercy and forgiveness." And the mute tongue of my 
case* spake aloud saying;— 

Mine eyes weis ter niy tongue bcti<fd * And told full cltar the low 

I fain would hide: 

When last we met iind tears in tetrentfl railed * Foe tongue struck dumb my 
gLiRCBS testified: 

She signed with eyc'^ance while Iier hpa were mute • I signed with fingers 
and she kenned ch’ implied: 

Our eyebrows did all duty 'twnt us twain; * And we beingspeechkss Uwe 
spake bud and pliiin. 

Then, O my mistress, the bdy threw away the sword and said, 
“How' shall 1 strike the neck of one I wot not, and who hath done 
me no evil? R»ich deed were not lawful in my bw!” and she held 
her hand. Said the Ifnt, “ Tb ^evous to thee to slay thy lover; 
and, because he ^th lain with toee, thou endurest th^ torments 
and obstinately refusest to confess. After this it is clear to me 
that only like loveth and pitieth like.” Then he turned to me 
and asked me, “O man, haply thou also dost not know this 
woman;” whereto I answered, “And pray who may she be? 
assuredly I never saw her till this instant.” “Then take the 
sword," said he “and strike off her head and 1 will believe that 
thou wettest her not and will leave thee free to go, and will not 
deal hardly with ^ee.” 1 replied, “That will 1 do;” and, taking 
the sword went forward sharply and raised my hand to smite. 
But she signed to me with her eyebrows, "Have I failed thee in 
aught of love; and is it thus that thou requitest me?" I under- 
stK^ w-hat her looks implied and answered her with an eye- 


^ Li:, "“StfUtc hb neefe/" 

* A phnsc whstit will frequentlj^ recur; mcanins the fiLcojtii&n su^ettsccl *uch wvdi *• 
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glance, '*1 will sacrifice my soul for thee."’ And the tongue of 
die case wrote in our hearts these tines:— 

How many a Inva with bis cTvbiuwe speaicEth * To his betoved, as his pis' 
sion pleadetb: 

With flashing eyne his passion be impketfa * And well she seeth wfaat his 
pleading (uedetb. 

How sweet the lode whEfi each on other gaseth: * And with what swiftiKss 
and bow suie it speeded}! 

And tbis with eyebrows all his passion writeeb^ * And that with eyeballs all 
bis passjOD leadeth. 

Then my eyes filled with tears to overflowing and I cast the 
sword from my hand saying, ”0 mighty Ifrit and hero, if a 
woman btcirin g wits and f^th deem it unlawful to strike my 
head, how can it be lawful for me, a man, to smite Her neck 
whom I never saw in my whole life. 1 cannot do such misdeed 
though thru! cause me drink the cup of death and perdition,” 
Then said the Ifrit, ^Ye twain show the good understanding 
between you; but 1 will let you see how such doings end.” 
He took the sword, and struck off the lady's hands first, with 
four strokes, and then her feet; whilst I looked on and made 
sure of death and she farewelled me with her dying eyes. So the 
Ifrit cried at her, “Thou whorest and makest me a wittol with 
thine eyes;" and struck her so that her head went flying. Then 
he turned to me and said, “O mortal, we have it in our law that, 
when the wife committeth advowtry it is lawful for us to 
her. As for this damsel 1 snatched her away on her bridC' 
night when she was a girl of twelve and she knew no one but 
myself. 1 used to come to her once every ten days and lie with 
her the ti^t, under the semblance of a man, a Persian; and when 
1 was welf^ured that she had cuckolded me, i slew her. But as 
for thee I am not well satisfied that thou hast wron^d me in her; 
nevertheless I must not let thee go unharmed; so ask a boon of 
me and 1 will grant it." Then I rejoiced, O my lady, with ex¬ 
ceeding joy and said, “What boon shall I crave of thee?” He 
replied, ^‘Ask me this boon; into what shape I shall^ bewitch 
thee; wilt diou be a dog, or an ass or an ape?’^ I rejoined (and 
indeed 1 had hoped that mercy might be shown me), “^By Allah, 
spare me, that Allah spare chw for sparing a Moslem and a man 
who never wronged thee,” And I humbled myself before him 
vhth exceeding humility, and remained standing in his presence. 
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saying, “I am sore oppressed by draimitanoe." He rcpiiKl 
"Talk me no long it is in my power to alay thee; but I give 
thee instead thy choice." Quoth h “O thou Ifrit, it would &it 
thee to pardon me even as the Envied pardoned the Envier." 
Quoth he, “And how was that?" and 1 began to teli him 


TJte Tale of (Ftc Enricr arid the Envied, 

They lebte, O Ifrit, that in a certain dty were two men who 
dwelt in adjoining houses, having a common party-wall; and one 
of them envied the other and looted on him with an evil eye,^ and 
did his utmost endeavour to injure him; and, albeit at all times he 
was jealom of his neighbour, his malice at last grew on Kini till he 
could hardly eat or enjoy the sweet pleasures of sleep. But the 
Envied did nothing save prosper; and the more the other strove 
to injure hun, the more he got and gained and throve. At bst the 
malice of his neighbour ana the man's constant endeavour to work 
Him a harm came to his knowledge; so he said, “By Allah! God's 
earth is wide enough for its people;" and, leaving the neighbour¬ 
hood, he repaired to another dty w-here he bought himselfa piece 
of land in which was a dried up draw-well,* * old and in ruinous 
condition. Here he built him an oratory and, furnishing it with 
a few necessaries, took up his abode therein, and devoted himself 
to prayer and worshipping Allah Almighty; and Fakirs and holy 
mendicants flocked to him from all quarters; and his lame went 
abroad through the dty and that country side. F^esently the 
news reached bis envious neighbour, of what good fortune had 
befidten him and how the dty notables had become his disciples; 
so he travelled to the place and presented himself at the holy 
man's hermitage, and was met by the Envied with welcome and 
greeting and aU honour. Then quoth the Envier, “I have a word 
to say to thee; and this is the cause of my faring hither, and 1 
vdsh to give thee a piece of good news; so come with me to t hy 


* Tin: wirli ihe evil eye ti ca^!k4 wvd ibe pewn unittcn “Ma'in** at 
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celL" Thereupon the Envied arose and took the Envier by the 
hand, and they went in to the inmost part of the hermitage; but 
the Envier said, “Bid thy FaJdrs retire to their cells, for I not 
tell thee what I have to say, save in secret where none may hear 
us." Accordingly the Envied said to his Fakirs, "Retire to your 
private cells;" and, when all had done as he bade them, he set out 
with his visitor and walked a little way until the twain reached 
the ruinous old welL And as they stood upon the brink the 
Envier gave the Envied a push which tumbled him headlong into 
it, unseen of any; whereupon he fared forth, and went his ways, 
thinking to have had slain him. Now rhis well happened to be 
haunted by the Jann who, seeing the case, bore him up and let 
him down little by little, till he reached the bottom, when they 
seated him upon a large stone. TTien one of them asked hfs 
fellows, “Wot ye who be this man?" and they answered, * *"Nay." 
“This man," continued the speaker, “is the Envied bight who, 
flying from the Envier,came to dwell in our city,and here founded 
this holy house, and he hath edified us by Iris litanies' and hia 
lections of the Koran; but the Envier set out and journeyed til l he 
rejoined him, and cunningly contrived todeceive Mm andcast him 
into the well where we now are. But the fame of this good man 
hath this very night come to the Sultan of our city who designeth 
to visit him on tiie morrow on account of his daughter." “What 
aileth his daughter?" asked one, and another answered “She is 
possessed of a spirit; for Maymun, son of Damdam, is madly in 
love with her; but, if this pious man knetv the rem^y, her cure 
would be as easy as could be.“ Hereupon one of them inquired, 
“And whati3the-inedidne?"andhe replied, "The black tom<at 
which is with him in the omtory hath, on the end of his tail, a 
white spot, the size of a dirham; let him pluck seven white hairs 
from the spot, then let him fumigate her there with and the Marid 
will flee from her and not return; so she .shall be sane for res t 
of her life." All this took place, O Ifrit, within earshot of t he 


^ fit- mncmberjug^ menddninj;; ij. £. flic nxaio of AiLtlil, Kw reim to 
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be «ippQ*fcd thiit rhfiw EFc unc4iuc([E«i mens tbe better daM, hovew^^kfefifrritiurc pitvacf- 
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Envied who listened leadil/. When dawn broke and mom arose 
in sheen and shone, the Fakirs went to seek the Shaykh and tound 
him climbing up the wall of the well; whereby he was magnilied 
in their eyes.’ Then, knowing that naught save the black tom¬ 
cat could supply him with the remedy required, be plucked the 
seven tail-hahs from the white spot and laid them by him; and 
hardly had the sun risen ere the Sultan entered the hermitage, 
with the great lords of his estate^ bidding the test of his retinue 
Co lemain standing outside. The Envied gave him a hearty weh 
come, and seating him by his side asked him, “'Shall I tell th^ the 
cause of thy coming?" The King answered, “Yes,” He con-' 
tinued, "Thou hast come upon pretext of a visitation;* * but it is 
in thy heart to ^estbn me of thy daughter." Replied the King, 
" Tis even so, O thou holy Shaykh;” and the Bivied continue^ 
‘'Send and fetch her, and 1 trust to heal her forthright (an such 
it be the will of Allah!)” The King in great joy sent for his 
daughter, and they brought her pinioned and fettered. The 
Envied made her sit down behind a curtain and taking out die 
hairs fumigated her therewith; whereupon that which was in her 
head cried out and departed frean her. The girl was at once 
restored to her right mind and veiling her face, said, "What 
hath happened and who brought me hither?" The Sultan re- 
joiced with a joy that nothing could exceed, and kissed his 
daughter's eyes/ and the holy man's hand; then, turning to his 
CTcat lords, he asked, "How say ye! What fee deservetb Iw who 
hath made my daughter whole?” and all answered, "He deserveth 
her to wife;” and the King aaid, "Ye speak sooth!” So he 
married him to her and the ^vied thus became son-in-law to the 
King- And after a little the Waar died and the King said, 
"Whom can I make Minister in his stead?" "Thy son-in-law,” 
replied the courtiers. So the Envied became a Wazir; and after a 
while the Sultan also died and the Keges said, "Whom shall we 
make King?" and all cried, "The Wazir." So the Want was 
forthright made Sultan, and he became King regnant, a true ruler 
of men. One day as he had mounted his horse; and, in the emi- 


* Ai they ikiught he btJ been thert fof cr 

* at/' a vhk to * pbu* pmoo. or pIaa 

* Th^ U H pqtcTTLil m the Ejcz where they arc pArcicubr abour rhe pfiri kitted. 

A witfy and noi uniwidly iproa# book p nflcd t he bccoutc all quettkuu 

begirt wtik *'AV’‘ {the Af^b arnde} conriilfii one ".Al-Wpy'ib tl-huudaq?" (ifhni b«t de¬ 
term Inissing^) luul chc annwer El''(Lui+nAti-puhm," (a bobadlUfi with a ytnnss boih}^ 
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nence of his kmglihciod, was riding amidst his Emirs and Warirs 
and the Grandees of his realm his eye fell upcsn his old neighbour, 
the Envier, who stood afoot on his path; so he tumKi to one of his 
Ministers, and said, Bring hither that man and cause him no 
aifright," The Wazir brought him and the King said, “Give him 
a thousand miskils* * of gold from the treasury, and load him ten 
camels with goods for trade, and send him under escort to his own 
town.”'* Then he bade his enemy fetewell and sent him away and 
forbore to punish him for the many and great evils ^ had done, 
See, O the mercy of the Envied to the Envicr, who had 
hat^ him from the beginning and had borne him such bitter 
malice and never met him without causing him trouble; and had 
driven him from bouse and home, and then bad journey^ for the 
sole purpose of taking his life by throwing him into the well. 
Yet he did not reqmtc his injurious dealing, but forgave him and 
was bountiful to him.* Then I wept before Kim , O my lady, with 
sore weeping, never was there sorer, and 1 redted:— 

“Pardon my fault, for 'tis chs wise mauV wont * All faults to pardnn and 
revenw forgo: 

InsocdiairmauitrfauItainnicocBi&in * Then d<tpi pf gooduiaa tnerey-grace 

BO £bow; 

Whnsio implorieth pardon from on High * ^oold hold Kifi hand ftcim aionm 
here hcinw.'' 

Said the Urit, “Lengthen not thy words’ As to my slaying thee 
fear it and as to my pardoning thee hope it not; but from my 
bewitching thee there is no escafK." Then he tore me feom the 
ground which closed under my feet and flew with me into the 
firmament till 1 saw the earth as a large white cloud or a sauceri* 
in the midst of the waters. PresentlyhesetmcdowTionamoun' 
tain, and taking a little dust, over wMch he muttered some magi- 
cal words, sprinkled me therewith, saying, “Quit that shape and 
take thou the shape of an ape!" And on the instant I became an 
ape, a taildess baboon, the son of a century*. Now when he had 
left me and 1 saw myself in this ugly and hateful shape, I wept for 
myself, but resigned my soul to the tyranny of Time and Circum- 
stana;, well wceting that Fortune is fair and constant to no man. 


* A of 71-T2 Ut gald; Um tp the iIeiut. 

* ComiMJT the ijile of Tite Three Crom tit Gimmer Greth*], Etning a. 

^ The empmati h vppgoiKj the eanJi wn ktim abovo x^ppem holkiw 

Vrifh ■. rvkpj Hjs, 

* A jtxfw dd- 
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1 descended the mountain and found at the foot a desert plain, 
long and ^oad, over which I travelled for the space of a month 
fill my course brought me to the brink of the bMy sea,^ After 
standing there awbue, I was ware of a ship in the o^g which ran 
before a fair wind making for the shore. I hid myself behind a 
rock on the hear h and waited till the ship drew near, when 1 
leaped on board. I found her full of merchants and passengers 
and one of them cried, “O Chptain, this iU-omened brute will 
bring u* * ill-l uck -" and another said, “Turn this ill-omened beast 
out among us;" the Captain said, “Let ue kill it! another 
said, “Slay it with the sworda third, “Drown it;“and a fourth, 
“Shoot it with an arrow," But 1 sprang up and laid hold of the 
RaisV skirt, and shed tears which poured down my chops. The 
Captain took pity on me, and said, merchants? this ape hath 
appealed to me for protecrion and I will protect him; henceforth 
he is under my charge: so let none do hirn augh^ hurt or harm, 
otherwise there will be bad blood between us.*' Then he en¬ 
treated me kindly and whatsoever he said J understood and 
ministered to his every want and served him as a servant, albeit 
my tongue would not obey my wishes; so that he came to love 
me. Th^e vessel sailed on, the wind being fair, for the space of 
fifty days; at the end of which we cast anchor under the walb 
of a great city wherein was a world of people, especially learned 
men, none could tell their number save Allah. No sooner had 
we arrived than we were visited by certain Mameluke-offidals 
from the King of that dty; who, after boarding us. greeted the 
merchants and giving them joy of safe arrival said, "Our King 
welcometh you, and sendeth you this roll of paper, whereupon 
each and every of you must write a line. For y'e shall know 
that the King’s Minister, a calligrapher of renown, is dead, 
and the King nath sworn a solemn oath that he will make none 
Warir in his stead who cannot write as well ashecould." Hethen 
gave us scroll which measured ten cubits long by a breadth of 
one, and each of the merchants who knew how to write wrote a 
line thereon, even to the last of them; after which I stood up 
(still in the shape of an ape) and snatched the roll out of their 
ha nd s They feared lest I should tear it or throw it overboard: 


* ** Enkr" ia Arab. river, pleot of waficr; hcfitt the Mdjecfrvc h needed. 

* The C^prAtfl or Matficr of the (nor the oweer). In AUY'unan the warti Mima 

irtean» « ta vtrtac of tijc m beikd. 
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3a they tned to stay toe and scare tne, but 1 si^ed to them that f 
amid write, whereat all marvelled, sajnng, "W^never yet saw an 
ape write." And the Captain cried, him write; and if he 
scribble and scrabble we will kick him out and kill him; but if he 
wnte &ir and scholarly I will adopt him as my son; for surely I 
never yet saw a more intelligent and well-manneried monkey 
than he. Would Heaven my real son were his match in morals 
and manners,” I took the reed, and stretching out my paw, 
dipped it in ink and wrote, in the hand used for letters,^ these 
two couplets:— 

Time lath recordni ah? gave the great; * * But none rccortkd thine which 
be far hi^er; 

Alhh ne'er orphan nmn by kw of thee * Who be ol Goodoev mother, 
Bounty'* sire. 

And I wrote tn Rayhini or larger letters elegantly curved*;— 

Thou hast a reed* of mde toevery Jand, * Whose driving catiseth all the world 
to thrive; 

Nil IS the Nile of Misraitn by thy boona * Who makest miaery annile with hn- 
gers five. 

Then I wrote in the Suls* character:— 

There be no wnter who Death shiU fleet, * But what bis band hath writ 
men shall repeat: 

Write, therefore, naught what shall serve thee when * Thou see'c on 
JudgiuenC'Day an so thou see't! 

Then I wrote in the character Naskh*;— 


1 flctt hat “in thp cAtuMTs Riki% tire cirTT^pcuidenDc^Aimd.- 

^ A mtvtd thufarto' mppofcd tc he like the bo^icif fmhin}. Rtchurdson ckHi Lt 
‘ Rohisit;* 

^ T need hardl)f ny that ux m reed, a, Calnmtif (Knlnm iTpImj to the 

rood) Iw CHir qiiiila and vbeel penB. 

* Fueldui (pf bdfi* inKnibeiii m ihc KiswiJt (cover} of Mohdiximcd^ tomb; t bi^ 

and mdrr form^ himij ttilR ujcd for imd iar fnund inicrtpuotia. Only tevecty^ 

two v^trietiaof k m knowii I Pi%nni4f«, ii., &2J. 

* TTm: cnf>ying nnd rraji*critiniB hund which » dduar Arahi or Ajnmi. A disooTery 

hat been hudy muk whlrfi upsets nil our o5d bkas of Cufic^ etc. Mr. Loytnd of Baituc 
hat rotiiul, nmongfii the I^EuaeiIc InscriptioiM, one irt jiure Kukht, ditm^ A. 563> 
a fifty ywf tKfure the Hijrjih: Mnd \t k accepted in Authentic by my lemed frknd 
M. Ch. ClcrpmiTit-Gainjwaa ip. Pi], Fund; July 18B4J, In D'Hi?^?diai 

nod Sale i day th& Kwin mi MjpposeJ tu hnve been writ ten in rude cham-ten^ lUu rhese 
vubmrucnTly caJIctI "CnAc,*' Sn-vencnl ihonly before AfnhaEnmEd't htrth hy Mur^mir ibo 
Mitmiinkf Anlw tn Irik^ introdiKKl info .Meccah by Bnihar the Rindkn. And ordtetai 
hj Ibn hfuklAh fAl Wauirp oli. A. B- Wc rnuit now thunfiEie aIJ that- Sce 

Caxalog^K tif Odenui OOigraplu, hf ti. P. London, Whiwley^ 1381 
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WIkii to JOfc parting Fate our lD%fe cball dootn, * To dieiaiit life by Des-tiny 
decxwli 

We cause the mthom's tipi to 'plaiQ our paifti, * And longue Our uttenioce 
w}th the teildog reed 


And I wrote in the Tamar character^:— 

Kingdom with iwoc aidurti: if thou deny * This mith, whete be the Kin^ 

cS earlier earth? . , , , rm v 

Set trees of goodUness while rule enduriK, ‘ And when thou an fallen they 

^tl tefl thy worth. 

And I wrote in the character Muhakkak®:— 

When oped the inthom of thy wealth and fanoe * Take ink of gjsncroua heart 
And gracious bar^d; * a i ■ 1 r 

Write bravt and nflbl^deeskwkikwi * And wm thee prai&s Ipckh 

potnt of pen :ind brand. 

Then I gave the scroll to the officials and, after wc all had wntten 
our line, they carried it before the King, When he saw the pa|wr 
no writing pleased him save my writing; and he said to the 
assembled courtiers, "Go seek the writer of the^ lines and dr^ 
bim ift a splendid robe of honour; then mount him on a shc-tnule. 


1 Capiud and undal lcc«n; the tiwsd in which the Ki"ab*h h tnKriM (E^l- 

layi ^fr. Piync (1, 111)! I tfn™ wsrhing of It- Oihw 1*^ »«: 
the T*'.liV; Pr cbliqur, u«J for NtSS, -^4 

Mfl "the Wine inalofiy h> tlie Nwikhi as our liatie lim to th= Homsn, The 
Itk {iwt Niikli,Ta'*llk) ifiucE used m tmil*, it, w riw iwsmc tuggwti, 4 mwtwrt d( the 
Suldbi (tnritiTO flf tratitwftpfti) ifwl the TiiVlilt. Tlw Sbiastah i-hrok™ lienJ) 
vhen rroKsents ow mnnuHi lw«4 end becomci » hard raak m riw ^er. The Ktn^ 
b i^otlier ctmivr tharww. twJ«V ™^fiocd tg the and duWmeui flf 

Turkbi tnawBTT- The Di^ini, w Cuurr (of Jiuiioe) it the Affieial hand, hdJ awl iwnd, 
t bu^Etw chamticr, the liftee grtrn ritino irith a tweep or turn ipward* tha (fcft) «d, 
■nte Jill w pghthed has « Tniktr. the the S«Ui ifl maay book^ 

it adopted fiir ttlle* nf folitntes. ror*! dlplwna* and » fc«h; sns^cntis much 

the tame « capluls with ot, w thr Btwfiihed kttt« w 1 1mninated minusHipM 

(RJehudsoa). The ToghriU « that of the Tu^hia, the Pr^ncts cypher or 
iknatuw i(t ceremonial w^itins^ end wnuining some «ieh sentence »; Ut this te 
ecuied. There ere oihen V^Jeoti end Sirenb! ki^n enlj by oamtt ImaHy 
MashHW (Moomh) hetid in form inJ Jiacniical pgano tram t^ chwacten 

further east ■Imuat as much aa Germiin: runninff hand doa ^ f 

that Richsrdwn omit* the JaJi (intrirtte and pcmimhiledi ami the dnnsirm* of the Siduii, 

SuEh IT Sidiin , fbt Sului *l-KhiifUj . 

^ AtpI*. *"BaaKfcaii"; the male tHdglJ} i* “ everjwti^ the 

reic: nothing 1. more um=a«esreWe thsat . «.ti^ ‘■Mechn"; ^ he kno^ that he 
can al^^eyiBPifwir hi. hack when so minded. From'‘BeshJah « dmwd the fteiM of 
ihe naiivc craft AckglD-Imlici * "Buggakm.** 
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let 3 band of mude precede htm and bring him to the 
prescjicc," At these words they smiled and the Kin g was wroth 
with them and cried, “O accurst! I give you an oider and yon 
laugh at mer* “O King," replied they, “if we bugh 'cis not at 
thee and not without a cause." “And what is it?" asked he; and 
they answered, "O King, thou orderest us to bring to thy pres- 
ence the man who wrote these tines: now the truth b that he 
who wrote them is not of the sons of Adam,* but an ape, a tail' 
less baboon, belonging to the shipoptain." Quoth he, "Is this 
true ^t you eay?" Quoth the>', "Yea! by the rights of thy 
munihcence!" The King marvelled at thdr words and shook 
with mirth and said, “I am minded to buy this ape of the Cap- 
tain." Then he sent messengers to the ship with the mule, the 
dress, the guard and the state-drums, saying, "Not the less do 
you clothe him in the robe of honour and mount him on the mule 
and let him be surrounded by the guards and preceded by the 
band music." They came to the ship and took me from ^e 
Captain and robed me in the robe of honour and, mounting me 
on the sbc'TOule, carried me in statC'proccssion through the 
fitrects; whilst the people were amazed and am used And folk 
said to one another, “Halloo! is our Sultan about to make an are 
his Minister?"; and came all agog crowrding to gaze at me, and the 
town was astir and turned topsy-turvy on my account. When 
they brought me up to the K^g and set me in his presence, I 
kissed the ground before him three times, and once before the 
High Chamberlain and great officers, and he bade me be seared, 
and I sat respcctiiilly on shins and knees ’ and all who were 
pt^nt marvelled at my fine manners, and the King most of all. 
ThCTeupon he ordered the lieges to retire; and, when none re- 
mained save the Kings majesty, the Eunuch on duty and a little 
white slave, he bade them set before me the table of food, con' 
taming all manner of birds, whatever boppeth and flieth and 
treadeth in nest, such as quail and sand-grouse. Tlin he sign^ 
me to eat with him; so I rose and kissed ground before him, then 
sat me down and ate with him. And w'hen the cable was re- 


> in Bsb. u any man ojjp. to ^Bcni <^bn Ir. 3^ —Jf/ti twr 

f Thia pmmrt w icm bly frylni^ to EirnopcAin fegs; and few whltt men (unks) btouj^hr 
^ TO it) can ^uai lar anf nmff on tiuii beda. The mith crowd Jot, 

u htld m he froe eml 
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moved I washed my hands in seven waters and took the reed- 
case and reed; and wrote instead of speaking these coyplcts:^—^ 

Wiil for the little poitridgo m pomngnr and plate; * * Cry for the min of the 
fricft and stews well marinate: 

Keen as I kmi for |ov^ b^t dau^ten of the Katii^ousep^ * And ooaebrte 
rcMind the fair tnbfownhl fowls a^lcanefaHiSr 
O fire in heart of me for fish, those deiwe podlwns I * Bediied on new cnade 
scones^ and cakes in piles to kniate. 

For tbee, O vecmicdh'l aches my very mwf 1 hold * Withoui thee every 
taste and py an: ckan annihilate. 

Those have rolled their ^’ellow eyes in torturing pains of Eie * Ere serv^J 
wim hash and fritters boti tiiat delicawat am, 

PraiEed be Allah fw His baked and rnast and ah! how good * This piiLse, these 
pot’-herbs steeped in oil with eyeill combinate! 

When hunger sated was, 1 dberw-prapt fdl tack upem * Mae^pudding* 
whiireiin gleamed the bangles that my wits amate. 

Then woke J afe^ping appetite to eat as though in sport * Sweets fnm bro¬ 
caded trays and kideshaws mosE elaborate- 
Be patienCp soul of me? Time is a haughty* jealous wight* * Tc^day be seems 
dark-lowering and ro'mormw fair m ’ 

Then I rose and seated myself at a respectful distance while the 
King read what I had written* and marvelled, exclaiming* ""O the 
miiade, that an ape should be gifted with this graoeiul style and 
this power of penmanship! By Allah, "da a wonder of wonders !*' 


^ Ksdi'' — Piorociet AtcharjL, the ircEUIciiown sajcii^^fouK or tire dca^l. It 

It very poor wIiIk Scih. 

1 Anh "tChubr" whkh 1 i!d n&f irindafc "taike” m u that wKmk\ 

tht idIfB OUT loiTh The uf life m thr Emit It ei rhid riat dutk of dough, biiluvl m 
the cmcD or on the griddhr* uid tm ig s|AU idifNg wiih ih£ Sootidk the S^tniah 

‘'tortilla"" ifid the AuBtralLm 

* Arih. "Harfsali/" « fairthiHie Jith of whetf for Hoe) boiled end redyced to ■ pane 

with shredded Tpioei And cnndimmhu The is ■ preity giii c»tin|[ with 

liim. 

* Thw* Uii£t aie rtpeated with i difftiencc in Night They aifcct Ritaj «irfj 

out of tly? isay, heAvy ifiyAw; e, x- liere Satklrf] {plui. of SAfcr^, pkiteri, pornn^jen); 
Tiiyihy (plur« ofTsyhfij, the frrulier CAcreltvi-pan^ige); Tebdiiy (iVtua Tabahj^^ mn 
otnelei of a jtvw of ineAt, eniooi^ eata* etc.) i**in ATeppeti p'lha** hke ibe pyriiiihiAs 

which LAOt il. 49S^ rrnJEm "or the ruin")t MHkarlj fpJur. of MaktAj, M iTn,iII pot); 
Datmilli} (plur. of diunl^jp a hrttccEeT^ a h^ngJe); nayibt} {brocaditt} and Tlffti} (openlngB^ 
eniormenti). In Nl^hr rrt^ ^. we Slid jtJ» Sikildi iplur. of Sikbij, nudinAted tticiE ehe- 
wh^Fc crpiAirLod)! Feriifl (phif. of s chicken, Tuig- farlch^ and DAkilcfj Cpiur. of 

dak^jeh, » ttnAll Jnr). In the hrvt linf we hive also (dhHfgh not ■ rhytne) GhArdmk 
Gf. a crane, p tew nf e d in Ronuic. The weepiiq^ and walfLOg 4Je cuueii by the 

ttincmbrAncc iHae afi the*c dchcicKA have beeq demolished like n Budsw] cemp. 



Alp Lavlah wa Laylah. 


153 

Presently they set before the King choice wines in Sagans of glass 
and he drank; then he passed on the cup to me; and I kissed the 
ground and drank and wrote on it;—- 

With fii£ (hey boilM me Co loose tuy Cotigoe,* * * And pwi inij patience gave 
fbr fellowship r 

Hence oomci it hiitids of men upbear me high * And huney'dew finxn lips oF 
aoaid I sip! 

And these also:— 

Mora saith to Night, ''withdraw and let me abine;" * So drain we draughts 
dut dull ill pain and pine:* 

1 doubt, so fine the gliias, the wine so clui, * If 'tts the wine in g^us or gla» 
in wine. 

The King read my verse and said with a sigh, “Were these gifts* 
in a man, he would eioel all the folk of his time and age!" 'Tlien 
he called for the chess-board, and said, *'Say, wilt thou play with 
me?"; and 1 signed with my head, “Yes." Then I came forw'ard 
and orderKl the pieces and pbyed with him two games, both of 
which I won. He was speechless with surprise: so 1 took the 
pen-case and, drawing forth a reed, wrote on the board these tw'o 
couplets:— 

Two hosts fiire fighting thro' the liveliaig day * Nor is their battling ever 
Snish^d, 

Until, wben darkness gudetb them atxmr, * Tbe twain fp skepfaig in a 
single bed.* 

The King read these lines with wonder and delight and said to his 
Eunuch,^ "O Mukbil, go to thy mistress, Sitt a{'HusTi,*and say 
her, ‘Come, speak the King who bicideth thee hither to take 


I Thk h th^ vmum tl» bmied ninej *nU a r^rairiTe m Sdmtbctrt 

Grt&oe. 

*Fjiwm tofKfi ikijghr h <binkSn9 at Amwui opon rbb wbjtct I ihall havn mm to 
«af m other Nighn. 

1 Arah- a msj to traoilutofi^ mffanEng between gtxad education and 

good fn mnd. Turk, "iuiibfyyia” (Atlabirat) IkIIci btttEt vd "Eddir 

of littiraticiiT. 

^ *Thc AUMaiuFmOi who wa* ■ had ptaTin’i ojod to » 7 | **l have the idminiatra- 

xitHt of [he wof]ij Eitd am ef|iial tio whereAfi J JiA str^tcapj in cvdcrip^ of A 
of cfTO tpAru bx two ^pa.ELi-'** The "bcajd" wa$ [heti aquAn; 6dd of welS^uMPil 
iMiher.^* 

*Tbc ftabbn {ifitr sis. 13) count thnee kifida of Eunuchfi^ (I) Sefia nhAin- 

inBli = Br the l*m, i-f. natmid^ {^) Scrij prr ^mtnri; BAii (S) 

Sm Qii[mTnjiyim=tii God ■liAtxlaef>i Stri* f»utnted| of Abd (ileve) 

ia ihe Hchnew mtme. 

* Tlie ”Ladx of Beaut 
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thy «obce in cueing this right wondrous ape!'" So the Eunuch 
went out and presently returned wjch the lady who. when she 
saw me vdkd her face and said, my father! hast thou lost all 
sense of honour? How comerh ft thou art pleased to send for me 
and show me to strange men?" "O Sitt ju-Husn," said he, "no 
man t$ here save this little foot'pageand the Eunuch who rear^l 
thee and I, thy father. From whom, then, dost thou veil thy 
face?” She answered, 'This whom ihoo deemest an ape is a 
young man, a clever and polite, a wise and learned and the son of 
a King; but he is ensorcelled and the Ifhc Jirjaris, who is of the 
seed of Iblis, cast a spell upon him, after putting to death his own 
wife the daughter of King Ifitamus lord of the Islands of Abnxis." 
The King marvelled at his daughter's words and, turning to me, 
said, "Is this true that she saith of thee?"; and I signed by a nod 
of my head the answer, "Yea, verily;” and wept sore. TTien he 
asited his daughter, "Whence knewest thou that he is ensoT' 
celled?"; and she answered, "O my dear papa, there was with me 
in my childhood an old W'oman, a wily one and a wise and a witch 
to boot, and she taught me the theory of magic and its practice; 
and I took notes in writing and therein waxed perfect, and have 
committed to memory an hundred and seventy chapters of egrty 
mantic formulas, by the least of which I could transport the 
stones of thy city behind the Mountain Kaf and the Circum- 
ambient Mam,‘ or mate its si te an abyss of the sea and its people 
fishes swimming in the midst of it." "O my daughter," said her 
father, "I conjure thee, by my life, disenchant this young man, 
that I may make him my Warir and many thee to him, for indeed 
he is an ingenious youth and a deeply learned." "With joy and 
goodly gree," she replied and, bending in band an iron knife 
whereon 'X'as inscribed the name of Allah in Hebrew cbaiacters, 

she described a wide circle-And Sl^hrazad perceived the 

dawn of day and ceased saying her pcnnittcd say. 


Klljcn if toaS tfie iFourttrnlft 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Kabndar 
continued his tale thus:—O my lady, the King's daughter bent in 
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hand a knife wbffneon were tnscribccl Hebrew charactero and 
desisibed a wide dreJe in the emdst of the palace'hall, and therein 
wrroce in Cufic letters mysterious namea and talismans; and she 
uttered words and muttered channs, some of which we under' 
stoed and others we understood not. Presently the world waxed 
dark before our sight dll we thought tha t the sky was falling upon 
our heads, and lo! the Ifrit presented himself in his own sha^ and 
aspect. His hands were like many-pronffid pitch'forks, nis l^s 
like the masts of great ahips, and his eyes like cressets of eleammg 
fire. We were in terrible fear of him but the King’s daughter 
cxi^ at him, “No welcome to thee and no peeting, O dog!” 
whereupon he changed to the form of a lion and said, “O traitress, 
how is it thou hast broken the oath we sware that neither should 
contraire other!" “O accursed one," answered she, “how could 
there be a compact between me and the like of thee?" Then said 
he, ‘"Take urhat thou has brought on thyself;" and the lion opened 
his jaws and rushed upon her; but she was too quick for him; and, 
plucking a hair from her beach waved it in the air muttering over 
it the u^le; and the hair straightway became a trenchant sword' 
blade, wherewith she smote the lion and cut him in twain. Then 
the two halves Qew away in air and the head changed to a scor¬ 
pion and the Princess became a huge serpent and set upon the 
accursed scorpion, and the two fought, coiling and uncoiling, a 
stiff fight lor an hour at least- Then the ecorpion changed to a 
vulture and the serpent became an eagle which set upon the 
vulture, and hunted him for an hour's time, till he became a black 
tom-cat, which miauled and grinned and spat. Thercupcm the 
eagle changed into a piebald W’olf and these two battled in the 
palace for a long time, when the cat, seeing himself overcome, 
changed into a worm and crept into a huge red pomegranate,* 
wliich by beside the jetting fountain in the midst of the pabce 
hall. Whereupon the pomegranate swelled to the size of a water- 
melon in air; and, falling upon the marble pavement of the palace, 
broke to pieces, and all the grains fell out and were scattered 
about till they covered the whole floor. Then the wolf shook 
himself and bej^me a snow-white cock, which fell to picking up 
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the grains purposing not to leave one; but by doom of destiny 
one seed rolled to the fountain-edge and there lay hid. The cock 
fell to crowing and clapping his wings 3Jid signing to us with his 
beak as if to ask, ‘^Are any grains left?" But we understood not 
w^hat he meant, and he cn^ to us with so loud a cry that we 
thought the palace would fall upon us. Then he ran over all 
the floor till he saw the grain which had rolled to the fountain 
edge, and rushed eagerly to pick it up W’hen behold, it sprang 
into the midst of the water and became a fish and dived to the 
bottom of the basin. Thereupon the cock changjed to a big fish, 
and plunged in after the oth^, and the two disappeared for a 
w’hile and lo! we heard loud shrieks and cries of pain which made 
us tremble. After this the Ifrit rose out of the water, and he was 
as a burning flame; casting fire and smoke from his mouth and 
eyes and nostrils. And irnmediately the Princess likewise capie- 
forth from the basin and she was one live coal of flaming lowe; 
and these two, she and he, battled for the space of an hour, until 
their fires entirely compassed them about and their thick smoke 
filled the palace. As for us we panted for breath, being well- 
nigh suffocated, and we longed to plunge into the water fearing 
lest w'e be Emmt up and utterly efestroyed; and the tGng saio, 
“There is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah the 
Glorious, the Great! Verily we are Allah’s and unto Him are we 
returning 1 Would Heaven 1 had not urgied my daughter to at¬ 
tempt the disenchantment of this ape-fellow, whereby 1 have 
imposed upon her the terrible task ot fighting yon accursed ifrit 
against whom all the Iffics in the world could not prevail. jAnd 
would Heaven we had never seen this ape, Allah never assain 
ncMT bless the day of his coming! We thought to do a good deed 
by him before the face of Allah,* and to rel^se him from enchant¬ 
ment, and now we have brought this trouble and travail upon 
our heart." But 1, O my bdy, was tongue-tied and powerless 
to say a word to hrm. Suddenly, ere we were ware of aught, the 
Ifrit yeUed out from under the flames and, coming up to us as we 
stood on the eatrade, blew fire in our faces. The damsel overtook 
him and breathed blasts of fire at his face and the sparks from her 
and from him rained down upon us, and her sparks did us no 
harm, but one of his sparks alighted upcm my eye and destroyed 
it making me a monocular ape; and another fell on the King's face 
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searching the lower half , burning off his beard and mustachios 
and causing his under teeth to fiiU out; while a third alighted on 
the Castiato's breast, killing him on the spot. So we d^paired 
of life and made sure of death when loJ a voice repeated the say^' 
ing, “ Allah is most Highest! Allah is most Highest! Aidance 
and victory to all who the Truth believe; and disappoincment 
and disgrace to all who the religion of Mohammed, the Moon of 
Faith, unbeliewe." The speaker was the Princess who had 
burnt the Ifrit, and he was become a heap of ashes. Then she 
came up to us and said, ‘“Reach me a cup of water." They 
brought it to her and she spoke over it words we understood 
not, and sprinkling me with it cried, “By virtue of the Truth, 
and by the Mosr Great name of Allah, 1 charge thee return to 
thy former shape." And behold, i shook, and became a man 
as before, save that 1 had utterly lost an eye, Tlien she cried out, 
“The fire t The fire! O my dear papa an arrow from the accursed 
hath wounded me to the death, for I am not used to fight with 
the Jann; had he been a man I had sbin him in the beginning, 
I had no trouble till the time when the pomegranate burst and 
the g rains scattered, but I overlooked the seed wherein was the 
very life of the Jinni, Had i picked it up he had died on the 
spot, but as Fate and Fortune decreed, 1 saw it not; so he came 
upon me all unawares and there befel between him and me a 
sore struggle under the earth and high in air and in the water; 
and, as ofren as 1 opened on him a gate,* he opened on me another 
gate and a stronger, till at last he opened on me the gate of fire, 
and few? axe saved upon w-hom the door of fire openeth. But 
Destiny willed that my cunning prevail over his cunning; and 
I burned him to death after I vainly exhorted him to embrace 
the religion of Al'Islam. As for me I am a dead woman; Allah 
supply my pkee to you!" Then called upon Heaven for help 
and ceased not to implore relief from the fire; when b! a black 
spark shot up from her robed feet to her thighs; then it 0ew to 
her bosom and thence to her face. When it reached her face she 
wept arid said, “1 testify tliat there is no god but tfie God and 
that Maboimmed is the Apostle of God*" And we looked at 
her and saw naught but a heap of ashes by the side of the heap 
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that had been the Ifrit. We mourned for her and 1 wished I had 
been in her pbee, ao had 1 not s^n her lovely face who bad 
worked me such weal become ashes; but there ts no gainsaying 
the will of Allah. When the King saw his daughter's terrible 
death, he plucked out what was left of bis beard and beat his face 
and rent his laiment: and I did as he did and we both wept over 
her. Then came in the Chamberlains and Grandees and were 
aiita::ied to hnd two heaps of ashes and the Sultan in a fainctng 
fit; so they stood round hm till he revived and told them what 
had befallen his daughter from the Ifrit; whereat their grief was 
right grievous and the women and the slave-girls shrieked and 
fc^eo,' and they continued their lamentations for the space of 
seven days. Moreover the King bade build over his daughter's 
ashes a vast vaulted tomb, and bum therein wax tapers and 
sepulchral lamps: but as for the Ifrit s ashes they scattered 
on the winds. sp«;ding them to the curse of Allah. Then the 
Sultan fdl sick of a sickness that well nigh brought him to his 
death for a month's space; and, when health returned to biui and 
his beard grew again and he had been converted by the mercy of 
Allah CO Al'Islam, he sent for me and said, “O youth. Fate had 
decreed for us the happiest of lives, safe from all the chanrejt and 
changes of Time, till thou earnest to us, when troubles fell upon 
us. Would to Heaven we had never seen thee and the foul face 
of thee! For we took pity on thee and thereby we have lost our 
all I have on thy account first lost my daughter who to me was 
well worth an hundred men, secondly 1 have suffered that which 
befel me by reason of the fire and the loss of my teeth, and my 
Eunuch also was slain. I blame thee not, for it was out ^ thy 
power to prevent this: the doom of Allah was on thee as well as 
on us and thanks be to the Almighty for that my daughter de- 
livered thee, albeit thereby she lost her own life! Go forth now, 
O my son, from this my dty . and suffice thee what hath befallen 
us through thee, even although ’twas decreed for us. Go forth 
in peace; and if I ever see tSee again I will surely slay thee." 
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And he cried out at lae. So 1 went forth from his presence, O 
my lady, weeping bitterly and hardly believing in my escape 
and knowing not whither I should wend. And I recalled all 
that had b^en me, my meeting the tailor, my love for the 
damsel in the palace beneath the earth, and my narrow escape 
from the itrit, even after he bad determined to do me die; and 
how 1 had entered the dty as an ape and was now leaving it a 
man ortcc more. Then 1 gave tha^ to Allah and said. “My 
eye and not my life!" and Dcfore leaving the pbee I entered the 
bath and shaved my poll and beard and mustachios and eye- 
brows; and cast ash^ on my head and donned the coarse black 
woollen robe a Ralandar. Then I fired forth, O my lady, 
and every day I pondered all the calamities which had betided me, 
and I wept and repeated these couplets:— 

”I am dijtrauBht. yet vcrjly His ruth abides with me, * Tbo’ round me 
either hosts of Hb, whence come t esrtnoE see- 
Patient Til be tiU fttience self with me tmpattent wm; * Phdent for ever dll 
the Lord fulfil my destiny: 

Pioent m bide wn'thout complaint, a wrtin^d and ^'anquisht nan; * ftdent 
as sunpaicht wi^t that spans the dcKrt'a sandy eear 
Hicienc ril be tiU Al^V self unwitdiigly allow * Tm patimt under bitterer 
things than bitterest aloe: 

No bitterer things than aksa Qf than padenae ftx mankmd; * Yet bhiercr 
tKin the twain to me were Patience' treachery; 

My 90% and scamied and seared brow would dragoman my wte * If soul could 
search my ^irite and there unsecret tecrecy: 

Were bilk lo bcu: the load I bear they'd crumble iMath the weight: “ Twould 
sdll the roaring wind, 'twould quench the flaroe'tcffigue e da^ancy, 

And wboso sith the world is sweet oert^s a day bell see * With more than 
aloes* bjccernesa and alcjes* pungency,** 

Then I journeyed through many regions and saw many a city 
intending for Baghdad, tbit I might seek audience, in the House 


iTLtsc )in« wt haft^lr (TMsIiitHUc- Ar^b. ''Sattf" in»nt "paticiu!®" well w 

**ftlfle**” iterebj ItmiaJiig ir;iclf to a hcjt of pMm utJ double; cnncmirei matt or less sil*. 

Tbfi sloe, jKiDErrrlinfi w Burckhinlt, ii pLntod in pirTCfHTdt a \tsam of p&tknc£: U 
m tike the dnsd aotalilr, ewer Ww-doofi to ptevent evU iptrii# entcriinr: 

"'dati* hiiciE wSthait e*rth anJ wicer" tsyi Lw (M chjpt iri.). ‘ it will Uyis f« 
levenil yotr* uadi ctxh bla™rTi. He^ct tE U ciilti vhkh aEgaiio pnknec.” 
But Sihf Well u Stbr {m rootj mam I hnlfi eke praoi^e to he 

jtFw of (it mnaj Inner A&^sn supcnntHsnL Tlae Gallia m the pTOwnf def plant 
fttoes on gfuveH ml EipjBK that when the 3|^ti the deocueii ha been iiijiiktEil 
to the gjirikas ot the Cmcofa iii. 250^,} 




Tub Therd Kalajjdars Talb, 


tJ9 

of Peace,’ with the Comtiiaiider of the Faithful and tell him all 
that bad befallen me. I arrived here this very night and found 
my brother in Allah* this first Kalandax, standmg about aa one 
perplexed; &o 1 saluted him with “Peace be upon thee," and en' 
terra into discourse with him. Presently up came our brother, 
this third Kalandar* and said to us, “Peace be with you I X am a 
stianger;" whereto we replied, “And we too be strangers, who 
have come hither this blessed night." So we all three walked on 
together, none of us knowing the other’'s history, till Destiny 
drave us to this door and we came in to you. Such then is my 
story and my reason for shaving ray beard and mustaebios, and 
this is what caused the loss of my eye. Said the bouse^mistress, 
“Thy tale is indeed a rare; so rub thy bead and wend thy ways;” 
hut he replied, “I will not budge till I hear my oounpaniona' 
stories.” Then came forward the third Kalandar, and said, “O 
illustrious lady? my history is net like that of these my comrades, 
but more wondrous and f^ more marvellous. In thdr case Fate 
and Fortune came down on them unawares; but I drew down 
destiny upon my own head and brought sorrow on mine own 
soul, and shaved my own beard and lost my own eye, hfear then 

The Third Kaldtidar's Tdle. 

Know, O my lady, that 1 also am a King and the son of a King 
and my name is Ajlb son of IChasih, When my died I 

succeeded him; and I ruled and did justice and dmlt fairly by all 
my lieges. I delighted in sea trips, for my capital stood on the 
shore, before which the ocean stretched far and wide; and near- 
h^d were many great islands with sconoes and garrisons in the 
midst of the main. My fleet numbered fifty merchancmjen, and as 
many yachts for pleasance, and an hundred and fifty sail ready 
fitt^ for holy war with the Unbelievers. It fortuned that I had 
a mind to enjoy myself on the islands aforesaid, so I took ship with 
my people in ten keel; and, carrying with me a month's victual, 
1 set out on a twfmty days' voyage. But one night a head wind 
struck us, and the sea rose against us with huge waves; the 
hilJows sorely buffetted us and a dense darkness settled round us. 
We gave ourselves up for lost and I said, “V^oso endangereth his 
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days, e’en an be ‘scape descrvech no praise." Then we prayed 
lo Allah and besought Him; but the storm'blasts ceased not to 
blow against us nor the surges to strike us till morning broke, 
when the gale fell, the seas sank to mirrory stillness and the sun 
shone upon us kindly clear. Presently we made an island where 
we landed and cooked somewhat of food, and ate heartily and 
took our rest for a couple of days. Then we set out again 
and sailed other twenty days, the seas broadening and the land 
shrinking. Presently the current ran counter to us, and we 
found ourselves in strange waters, where the Captain hod lost 
his reckoning, and was vi^lly bewildered in this sea; so said we 
to the lookout man,' "'Get thee to the mast^bead and keep thine 
eyes open." He swarmed up the mast and looked out and cried 
aloud, "O Rais, f espy to starboard something dark, very like a 
hsh boating on the face of the sea, and to Inboard there is a 
loom in the midst of the main, now black and now bright," When, 
the Captain heard the look'out's words he dashed his turband on 
the de^ and plucked out hia beard and beat his face saying, 
■“Good news indeed! we be ah dead men; not one of us can be 
saved,” And he fell to w*eeping and all of us wept for his weep' 
ingand also for our IivE5;ana I said, *'0 Captain, tell us what it is 
the look'OuC saw.” “O my Prince," answered he, "'know that 
we lost our course on the night of the storm, which was followed 
on the morrow by a twodays' calm during which we m^ de no 
way; and we have gone astray eleven days teefconing fimsn that 
night, with ne’er a wind to bring us back to our true course. 
To'inorraw by the end of the day we shall come to a mo untain of 
black stone, hight the Magnet Mountain;' for thither the cur^ 
rents cany us willymlly. As soon as we are under its lea, the 
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ship's sides will opco and every nail in plank will By out and 
cleave fast to the mountain; for that Almighty Allah hath gif^ 
the loadstone with a mysterious virtue and a love for inan» by 
reason whsr^f all which is iron cravelfeth towards it; and m 
this mountain is much iron, how much none knoweth save the 
Most High, from the many vessels which have been lost there 
since the days of yore. The bright spot upon its summit is a 
dome of yellow laton from And^usia, vaulted upon ten ooh 
limns: and on its crown is a horseman who rideth a horse of bra^ 
and holdeth m hand a lance of laton; and there hangeth on his 
a tablet of lead graven with names and talismans.” And 
he presently added, "And, O King, none destro^th folk save Je 
rider on t^t steed, nor will the egromancy be dispelled till he fall 
from his horse.”^ Then, O my lady, the Captain wept with 
ceeding weeping and ws all tnade sure of d^th-dootn and each 
and every one of us farewcUed bis friend and charged him with 
his last will and testament in case he might be saved. We slept 
not that night and in the morning we found ourselves much 
nearer the Loadstone Mountain, whither the waters drave us 
with a violent send. When the ships were close under its lea 
they opened and the nails flew out and all the iron in them sought 
the Magnet Mountain and dove to it like a network; so that 
by the md of the day we isvere all struggling in the waves round 
about the mountain. Some of us were saved, but more were 
drowned and even those who had escaped knew not one another, 
so stupefied were they by the beating of the billows and the 
raving of the winds. As far me, O my lady, Allah (be His name 
exalted!) preserved my life chat I might suffer whatso He willed 
to me of hardship, misfortune and calamity; for I scrambletl 
upon a plank from one of the ships, and the wind and waters 
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threw it at the feet of the Mountain. There I found a practicable 
path leading by steps carven out of the rock to the summit, and 

I called on the name of Allah Almighty"’-^And Shahra?ytd 

perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 

SSben it tljt ififteentlji 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
third Kalandar said to the lady (the rest of the party sitting 
fast bound and the slac'cs standing with swords drawn over their 
heads}:—^And after calling on the name of Almi^ty Allah and 
passionately beseeching Him, I breasted the ascent, clinging to 
the steps and notches hewn in the stone, and motni ted little by 
little. And the Lord stilled the wind and aided me in the ascent, 
so that I succeed^ in reaching the summit. There 1 found no 
resting'place sa ve the dome, which 1 entered, joying with exceed' 
tng joy at my escape; and made the Wutu-ablution* * and prayed 
a twO'bow prayer,* a thanksgiving to Gfod for my preservation. 
Then I fell asleep under the dome, and beard in tny dream a mys* 
terious Voice* sapng, "O son of Kharib! when thou wakest 
from thy sleep dig under thy feet and thou shalt find a bow 
of brass and three leaden arrows, inscribed with talisn ian<T and 
characts. Take the bow and shoot the arrows at the horseman 
on the dome'top and free mankind from this sore calamity- When 
thou hast shot him he shall fall into the sea, and the horse will 
also drop at thy feet; then bury it in the place of the bow. This 
done, the main will swell and rise till it is level with themoiintain' 
head, and there will appear on it a sidff carr3nng a man of btnn 
(other than he thou sh^t have shot) holding in his hand a pair of 
paddles. He will come to thee and do thou onhark with him 
but beware of saying Bistnillah or of otherwise naming Allah 
Almighty. He will row thee for a space of ten days, till he bring 
thee to certain Islands called the islands of Safety, and thence 
thou shalt easily reach a port and find those who will convey thee 


^ fr/. ] odiiiisEd '^BiAoiSlLihS" 
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to thy native land; and all thia shall be hilhlled b> thae so tho>u 
call not on the name olf Allah/' Then I started up fnan my 
sleep in joy and gbdness and, hasteninp to do the bidding of the 
mysterious Voice, found the bow and arrows and shot at the 
horseman and tumbled Him into the main, whilst the horse 
dropped at my feet; so I took it and buried it. Presently the sea. 
surged up and rose till it reached the top of the mountain; nor had 
I long to wait ere I saw a sidf in the coming towards me. 
I gave thanks to Allah; and, when the skiff came up to me, I saw 
therein a man of brass with a tablet of lead on hie breast in^- 
scribed with talismans and characts; and 1 embarked without 
uttering a word. The boatman rowed on with me through the 
first day and the second and the third, in all ten vehde days, till 1 
cau^t sight of the Islands of Safety; whereat I joyed widi ex¬ 
ceeding joy and for stress of gladness exclaimed, “Allah! Allah! 
In the name of Allah I There is no god but the God and Allah is 
Almighty."* Thereupon the skilf iorthwith upset and cast me 
upon the sea; then it righted and sank deep into the depths. 
Now I am a fair swimmer, so 1 swam the whole day till nightfall, 
when my forearms and shoulders were numbed with fatigue and 
I felt like to die; so I testified to my faith, expecting naught but 
death. The sea was still surging under the violence of the winds, 
and presently there came a billow like a hillock; and, bearing me 
up high in air, threw me with a long cast on dry Land, that Hia will 
might be fulfilled. I aaw'Ied up the beach and doffing my raiment 
wrung it out to dry and spread it in the sunshine: ^en 1 lay me 
down and slept the whole night. As soon as it was day, I donned 
my dothes and rose to look whither I should walk. EYesently I 
came to a thicket of low trees; and, making a cast round it, found 
that the spot whereon 1 stood was an islet, a mere holm, girt on 
all sides by the octan; whereupon I said to myself, “whatso 
freeth me from one great calamity casteth me into a greater!" 
But while I wras p<mdering my case and longing for death behold, 
I saxv afar off a ship making for the island; so t clomb a tree and 
hid myself among the bronzes. Presently the ship anchored and 
landed ten slaves, blackamoors, bearing iron hoes and baskets, who 
walked on til! they reached the midi& of the island. Here they 
dug deep into the ground, until they uncovered a plate of metal 
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which they lifted, thereby operung a trapdoor. After this they 
returned to the ship and thence brought bread and flour, honey 
and ftuits, clarified butter,^ leath^ bottles craitainmg liquors and 
many household stuffs; al^ furniture, tablt'service and mirrors; 
rugs, carpets and in fact all needed to furrush a dwelling; and 
they kept going to and fro, and descending by the trapdoor, ^ 
they had transported into the dwelling au that was in the ship. 
After this the slaves aga in went on board and brought ^ck wdtfa 
rh fm garments as rich as may be, and in the midst of them came 
an o1<C old man, of whom very little was left, for Time had dealt 
hardly and harshly with him, and all that remained of him was 
a bone wrapped in a rag of blue stuff through which the winds 
whistled west and east. As saith the poet of him:— 

Time gint nw irenible Ah, how sore the baulfd * While Tnue id pnde of 
strength doth ever- stalk; 

Time was I walked nor evar felt 1 tired, * Now aai I tireil aJbe I never 
walk! 

And the Shaykh held by the hand a youth cast in beauty's 
mould, all elegance and perf^ grace; so fair that his comeliness 
deserved to be proverbial; for he was as a gre™ bough or the 
tender young of the roe, ravishing every heart udth his loveliness 
and subduing every soul with his coquetry and amorous ways,® 
It was of h im the poet spake when be said 

Bewty they biou^ with him to mafej; compare; * But Beauty hung her head 
tn aiMTcarc- 

Quoth they, "O Beauty, thDU seen his like?" * And Besuty cried, "Hiu 
like? not wiywhcrc!” 


They stinted not their going, O my lady, till all went down by the 
trap-door and did not reappear for an hour, or rather more; at the 
end of which time the slaves and the old man came up without 


1 Arab. ■'Sunn,'" tFETS, TtauglKHi" fCnd. "Ghi'T the "ntigk mwc" of ^ (tnai; 
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the youth and, replacing the iron plate and cardiilly closing the 
door-slab as it ms befcie, they returned to the ship and made sail 
and were lost to my sight. When they turned away to depart, I 
came down from the tree and, going to the place 1 had seen them 
fill up, scraped off and removed the earth; and in patients 
posses^ my soul till I had cleared the whole of it away. Then 
appeared the trap^ioor which was of wood, in shape and she li^ 
a millstone; and when 1 lifted it up it disclosed a winding stair* 
case of stone. At this I marvelled and, descending the steps till 
1 reached the last, found a fair hall, spread with various kinds of 
carpets and silk stuffs, wherein was a youth sitting upon a raised 
and leaning back on a round cushion with a fan in his hand 
and nosegays and posies of sweet scented herbs and 0owers beiore 
hiin;‘ but he was alone and not a soul near turn in the great 
vault. When he saw me he turned pale; but 1 saluted him cour¬ 
teously and said, “Set thy mind at ease and calm thy fears; no 
harm sha ll come near thee; 1 am a man like thyself and the son of 
a King to boot; whom the decrees ot‘ Destiny have sent to bear 
thee company and cheer thee in thy loneliness. But now tell me, 
what is thy story and what causeth thee to dwell thus in solitude 
undCT the ground?” WTicii he was assured that J was of his kind 
and no Jinni, he rejoiced and his fine colour returned; and, making 
me draw near to him he said, ”0 my brother, my stCfry is a strange 
story and 'tis this. My father is a merchantdeweller possessed 
of gr^eat wealth, who hath white and black slaves travelling and 
trading on his account in ships and on camels, and trafficking 
with ihe most distant cities; but he was not blessed with a child, 
not even one. Now on a certain night he dreamed a dream that 
he should be favoured with a son, who would be short lived; bo 


i Tht BuK Eilk, (i. 43) rcmjs fJcWerwiK:—1 fcuml a awl a nacmui ind a third 
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the morning dawriEtJ on my father bdngtng him woe and weejp^ 
ing. On the following night my mother conceived and my faths 
noted down the date of her becoming pregnant,^ Her time being 
fulfilled $he bare me; whereat my father rejoiiisd and made ban- 
<^uets and called together the neighbors and fed the Fakirs and 
the poor^ for that he had been blessed with issue near the end of 
his days. Then he assembled the astrologers and astranomers 
who Imew the places of the planets, and tne wizards and wise 
ones of the time, and men learned in horoscopes and nativities;* 
and they drew out my birth scheme and said to my father, “Thy 
son shall live to fifteen years, but in his fifteenth fch^ is a sinister 
aspect; an he safely tide it over he shall attain a great age. And 
the cause that threateneth him with death is this. In toe Sea of 
Peril standeth the hdouncain Magnet hight: on whose summit is a 
horseman of yellow kton seated on a horse of brass and 
bearing on his breast a cablet of lead. Fif^ days aft^ this rider 
shall fall from his steed thy son will die and his slayer will be he 
who shoots down the horseman, a Prince named A jib son of King 
Kharib." My father grie^'ed with exceeding grief to hear these 
words; but reared me in tenderest fashion ana located me excel¬ 
lently well until my fifteenth year told. Ten days ago news 
came to him that the horseman bad feUen into the sea and he who 
shot him down was named Ajib son of King Kiarib. My &ther 
thereupon wept bitter tears at the need ciTparting with me and 
became like one possessed of a Jinni. However, being in mortal 
fe^ for me, he built me this phee under the earth; and, stocking it 
with all rei^iuired for the few days stil] remaining, he brought me 
hither in a ship and left me here. Ten are already past and, when 
the forty shall have gone by without danger to me, he will come 
and take me away; for he hath done all thk only in fear of Prince 
Ajib. Such, then, is my story and the cause of my loneUness." 


1 AimU dutc prestiancy fnom the itoppinr of the mcnacj, which fhc furfus k 
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When I heaid fus history I marvelled and said in my mind, **I am 
the Prince A)ib who hath done all thisj but as Allah is with me I 
will surely not sby him V' So said i to him, "O my lord, iar from 
be tKis hurt and har m and then, please Allah, thou shalt not 
suffer cark nor care nor aught disquietude, for 1 will tarry with 
thee and serve thee as a servant, and then wend my ways; and 
after having borne thee cesnpany during the forty days, 1 will go 
vrith thee to thy home where thou shalt give me an escort of smne 
thy Mamelukes with whom I may joumey ha^ to my own 
city; and the Almighty shall requite thee for me.” He was glad 
to hear these words, when I rose and lighted a large wax<andle 
and trimmed the lamps and the three lanterns; and I set on meat 
and drink and sweetmeats. We ate and drank and sat talking 
over various matters till the greater part of the ni^t was gone; 
when he lay down to rest and 1 covered him up and went to sleep 
myself. NeJct morning 1 arose and wanned a little water, then 
lifted bif» gently so as to awake him and brought him Ae wann 
water wherewith he washed his face* * and said to me, “Heaven 
requite thee for me with every blessing, O youth! By Alhh, if I 
get quit of this danger and am saved from him whose name is 
Ajib bin Kh^b, I w3l make my father lewaid thee and send thee 
home healthy and wealthy; and, if 1 die, then my blessing be upon 
thee," 1 answered, “May the day never dawn on which evil 
shall betide thee; and may Allah make my last day before thy bst 
day 1“ Then T set before him somewhat of food and we ate; and I 
got ready perfumes for fumigating the hall, wherewith he was 
pleased. Ivloteover 1 made him a Mankalah-doth;* and 've 
played and ate sweetmeats and we played again and took our 
}leasurc till nightfall, when I rose and lighted the lamps, and set 
before him somewhat to eat, and sat tellinB him stories till the 
lours of darkness were far spent. Then he lay down to rest and 
I covered him up and rested also. And thus 1 continued to do, 
O my lady, for days and nights and affection for him cook root 
in my heart and my sorrow was eased, and 1 said to myself. The 
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astrologera li«l‘ when they predicted that he should be slain by 
Ajib bin Khazib: by Allah, 1 will not slay him.” I cea^d not 
toinistering to him and conversing and carousing with him and 
telling liim all manner tales for thiity-nine days. On the fortieth 
night* * the youth rejoiced and said, *^0 my brother, Alhamdo' 
lillahl—praise be to Allah—-who hath preserved me from death 
and this is by thy blessing and the blessing of thy coming to me; 
and I pray God that He restore thee to thy native land. But 
now, O my brother, I would thou warm me some water for the 
Ghusl-abludon and do ihou kindly bathe me and change my 
clothes," I replied, *^\Vith love and gladness;" and I heated 
water in plenty and carrying it in to him washed his body all over, 
the washing of health,* with meal of lupins^ and rubbed him well 
and changiS bis clothes and spread him a high bed whereon he 
lay down to rest, being drowsy after bathing. Then said he, "O 
my brother, cut me up a water-melon, and sweeten it wdtha little 
sugar randy." ^ So 1 went to the store-room and bringing out a 
fine water-melon I found there, set it on a platter and laid it before 
him saying, “O my master hast thou not a knife?" “Here it 
is," answered he, "over my head upon the high shelf" So 1 got 
up in haste and taking the knife drew it from its sheath; but my 
foot slipped in stepping down and I fdl heavily upon the youth 
holding in my hand the knife which hastened to ruifit what had 
been written on the Day that decided the destinies of man, and 
buried itself, as if planted, in the youth's heart. He died on the 
instant. When 1 saw chat he w'as slain and knew that I had slain 
him , maugre myself, 1 cried out with an exceeding loud and 
bitter cry and bat my face and rent my raiment and said, “Verily 
we ht Allah's and imto Him we be returning, O Moslems! O folk 
fain of Allah! there remained for this youth but one day of the 
forty dangerous days which the astrologers and the learned had 
foretold for him; and the predestined death of this beautiful one 
was to be at my hand. Would Heaven 1 Iwd not tried to cut th e 
water-melon. What dire misfortune ta this I must bear lief or 
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loath? What a disaster! What an affliction! O Allah mine, I 
implore thy pardon and declare to The; my innocence of his 

death. But what God w-illcth let that come to pass."*-And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her per* 
mitted say. 


{{Ihcn it tUfi^ tf)t ^ixteentfi 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, chat A|ib thus 
conrinu^ his tale to the lady:—UOien 1 was certified that J had 
slain h im . I arose and ascending the stairs replaced the trapdoor 
and covered it with earth as before. Then I looked out seawards 
and saw' the ship cleaving the waters and making for the island, 
wherefore 1 was afeard and said, ‘The moment they come and 
the youth done to death, they will know 'twas I who slew htm 
and will slay me without respite.'’ So I climbed tin into a high 
tree and concealed myself among its leaves; and hardly had 1 done 
so when the ship anchored and the slaves landed with the ancient 
man, the youth’s father, and made direct for the place and when 
they removed the earth they were surprised to see it soft * Then 
they raised the trap-door and went down and found the youth 
lying at full length, clothed in fair new garments, with a face 
beaming after the batli, and the knife deep in his heart. At the 
sight they shrieked and wept and beat their faces, loudly cursing 
the murderer; w'hilst a swoon came over the Shaykh bo that the 
slaves deemed him dead, unable to survive his son. At last they 
VTTapped the slain youth in his clothes and carried him up and 
laid him on the ground covering him with a shroud of silk. 
Whilst they were making for the ship the old man revived; and, 
gazing on his son who was stretched out, fell on the ^ound and 
strewed dust over his bead and smote his face and plucked out his 
beard; and his weeping redoubled as be thought of his murdered 
son and he swooned away once mOTe. After awhile a slave went 
and fetched a strip of silk ^'hereupon they lay the old man and 
sat down at his Iwad, All this took place and I was on the tree 
above them watching everything that came to pass; and my heart 
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became hoary before my head waxed grey, for the hard lot which 
was mine^ and for the distress and anguish 1 had undergone, and I 
fell to reciting:— 

^How mwy 2 joy by w£tl fled * With cscipixig si^C of 

wisest head! 

How many a sadnus shall begfn tbe dayi * Yet grow right gkdsome m the 
day is sped! 

Hgfw mny a weal mp3 on die heels cf ilL * Causing the mourner's heart 
With joyr to thriilV*^ 

But the old man, O my lady, ceased not from his swoon tilt near 
sunset, when he came to hiWlf and, looking upon bis dead son, 
be recalled what had happened, and how what he had dreaded 
had come to pass; and he l^t h^ lace and bead and redted these 
couplets::— 

'^Racked ifi dw heart by pirtcng ho* my fnends * And two rilb ever ho' my 
tyclick fbw: 

With them* went forth my hopes* nAh, weH^way! * What shift Temaineth loe 
to Bay cir do? 

Wcnildl l^dD£verli»!tBduf»a th^ • What shift, sub, whm pa^t^ 

eV Btraiccr ejow? 

What charm shall calm my png? when thia wi^c bum * Loogizigs of kjvt 
which in my vjub glow? 

Would I had trod with ihcm the road of Death! * Ne*isr had bdel us twain 
this purtmg'blow; 

Aflah; I pta^ the RulihJ ibow me ruth * And mil our lives nor part them 
eVeimoe! 

How bkst were we as ^neath oae roof we dwelt * Conjoined m joys nor 
recking aught of woe\ 

Till Fortune m with tbe Bevemnoe shaft; * Ah who shalJ pktknt bsir 
such parting throe? 

And dart m Death struck down amid the tube * Tbe peaxl that Mom 
uw brighrcsi show; 

[ oried the while his case took ipKh and aid:— * Would my son. 

Death mote his dooiiL foreslow! 

Whijch be thfC readiest raid wi' the* to meet * My Semi for whom 1 would my 
soul bestow? 

If BUJi 1 call him ml the sin doth set: * If miaan t call him, wime die mooni: 
Ah nol 


^ Mr. PaVuc fL 121} crmiM these Itrtei whkh uppev out of plM^; but tlliJ fliocie of 
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O sad tniighance o' thee, O doofii of days* * * Thy place none ocher bve shall 
ever know: 

Thy sire distracted sees thee, but (iopaia * By vit or wisdam Fate t» ova' 
throw: 

evd eye dm day hath cast its sjpetl * And foul bdal him as it foui 
befeir 

Then he sobbed a single sob and his soul fled his flesh. The 
slaves shrieked aloud, “Alas, our lord!" and showered dust on 
their heads and redoubted tb^ weeping and wailing. Presently 
they carried their dead master to the ship side by side with his 
d ^^ id son and, having transported all the stuff ftt^ the dwelling 
to the vessel, set sail and disappeared from mine eyes. I de^ 
scended from the tree and, raising the trapdoor, went down into 
the underground dwelling where everything reminded me of the 
youth: and 1 looked upon the poor remains of him and began 
repeating these verses,— 

“Their tracks 1 see, anJ pinewith pain and pang * And on deseitcd hearths 
1 weep and fcim- , 

And Him I pt^y wlio dnanstd them depart * Some <hy vofuchsaic the booci of 
safe return/'^ 

Then, O my lady, I went up again by the trap'door.and every day 
I used to wander round about the island and every nJ^t i re' 
turned to the underground hall. Thus 1 lived for a nKwith, till at 
hst, IfinHng at the western side of the island, I observed that 
every day the tibc ebbed, leaving shallow water for which the 
flow did not compensate: and by the end of the month the sea 
showed dry land in that direction. At this 1 rejoiced making 
certain of my safety: so I arose and fording what little was left 
of the water got me to the main land, w’h^e I fell in with great 
heaps of loose sand in which even a camel’s hoof would sink up 
to toe knee.* However 1 emboldened my soul and wading 
through toe sand behold, a fire shone from afar burning with a 
light.* So I made for it hoping haply to find succour, and 
brake out into these verses:— 


> iW maftli Ilf it* tribe » * litu ftmtruin of Amb ten* «. t- ihe pact LibW:*! noble 
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“Belike iny Fortunft may her bridle tiim * And Time brin^ weal although he's 
jealous hight: 

Forward my topes, and furdicr all my needs, * And pass^ ills with present 
weals requite." 

And when 1 drew near the fire aforesaid lot it was a palace with 
gates of copper bunushed red which, when the rising sun shone 
therecFn, gleamed and glistened irom afar showing what had 
seemed to me a fire. 1 rejoiced in the sight, and sat down over 
against the gate, but I was hardly settled m my seat before there 
met cue ten young men clothed in sumptuous gear and all were 
blind of the left eye which appeared as plucked out. They were 
accempanied by a Shaykh, an old, old man, and much I marvelled 
at t h eir appearance, and their all being blind nf the same eye. 

they saw me, they saluted me with the Salam and asked 
me of my case and my history; whereupon 1 related to them all 
what had befallen me, and what full measure of misfortune was 
mine. Marvelling at my tale they took tne to the mansion, \vhere 
I sawf ranged round the hall ten couches each with its blue 
bedding and coverlet of blue stuff’ and amiddlemost stood a 
smaller couch furnished like them with blue and nothing else. As 
we entered each of the youths took his seat on his own couch and 
the old man seated himself upon the stnalier one in the middle 
saying to me, "O youth, ait thee down on the Soot and ask not of 
our nor of the loss of our eyes/ ’ Presently he rose up and set 
before e^ young man some meat in a charger and drink in a 
large maaer, treatmg me in like manner; and after that they sat 
quesrioning me concerning my adventures and what had betided 
me: and 1 kept telling them my tale till the night was far spent. 
Then said the young men, *‘‘0 our Shaykh, wilt not thou set be^ 
fore us our ordinary? The time is come." He replied, “With love 
and gladness,” and rose and entering a closet disappeared, but 
presently returned bearing on his head ten trays each covered 
with a strip of blue stuf. He set a tray before each youth and. 
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lighting ten w'ax candles, suick one upon each tray, and drew 
off the covers and Jo! under them was naught but ashes and pow¬ 
dered cIktcxhI and kettle soot. Then all the young men tucked 
up their sleeves to the elbows and fell a-weeping and wailing 
and they blackened their faces and smeared thdr clodies and 
buSettcd their brows and beat thdr breasts, continually ex¬ 
claiming, "We were sitting at our ease but our frowardness 
brought us unease!" TTiey ceased not to do this till dawn dp™' 
nigh, when the old man rose and heated water for them; and they 
washed their faces, and donned other and clean clothes. Now 
when 1 saw this, O my lady,forvery wonderment my sen^ left me 
and my wits went wild and heart and head were full of thoueht, 
till I forgot what bad betidedme and I could not keep silence feeling 
I fein must speak out and question them of these strangenesses: so I 
said to them, “How come ye to do this after we have been so 
open-hearted and ftolidbome? Thanks be to Allah ye be all 
sound and sane, yet actions such as these befit none but mad men 
or those possessed of an evil spirit. I conjure you by all that is 
dearest to you, why stint ye to tell me your history, and the 
cause of your losing your eyes and your blackening your 
wdth ashes and soot?" Hereupon they turned to me and said, 
*‘0 young man, hearken not to thy youthtide s suggestions and 
question us no questions/’ Then they slept and 1 with them and 
when ^ey awoke the old man brou^t us somewhat of food; 
and, after we had eaten and the plates and goblets had been re¬ 
moved. they sat conversing til! night-fall when the old man rase 
and lit the wax candles and lamps and set meat and dnnk bdore 
us. Aft^ w'e had eaten and drunken we sat conversing and 
carousing in companionage till the noon of night, when they 
said to the old man, ‘'Bring us our ordinary, for the hour of 
sleep is at handf' So he rose and brought them the trays of 
soot and ashes; and they did as they had done on the pr ecedin g 
night, nor moroi nor less. I abode with them after this fashimi 
for the space of a month during which time they used to blacky 
their faces with ashes every night, and to wash and change their 
raiment when the mom was young: and I but marvelled the mote 
and my scruples and curiosity increased to such a point that 1 
had to forego even food and drink. Ac last, 1 lost command of 
myself, for my heart was aflame with fire unquenchable and bwe 
unconceatable and i said, "O young men, will yc not relieve my 
trouble and acquaint me with the reason of thus blackening 
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your faces and the meaning of your worda^—We were sitting 
at our case but our frowardness brou^t us unease?” Quoth 
they '’■'Tw'etie better to keep these thin^ secret.” Still I was 
Ijewildered by their doings to the point ofatMtaining from eating 
and drinking and, at Use wholly losing patience, quoth 1 to them, 
“Th^e is no help for it: ye must acquaint me with what is the 
reason of these doings,” They replied, ”We kept our secret 
only for thy good: to gotify thee will bring down evil upon thee 
and thou wilt become a monocular even as we are." I repeated, 
"There is no help for it and, if ye will not, let me leave you and 
return to mine own people and be at rest from seeing these 
things, for the proverb saith:— 

Better ye 'bide and 1 cake my Isire: * * For what ey? not heart shall never 

gneve." 

Thereupon they said to me. "RemEmbcr, O youth, that should ill 
befal thee we will not again harbour the* nor suffer thee to abide 
amongst us;” and bringing a ram they slaughtered it and skinned 
it. L^tly they ga^ve me a knife saying. 'Take this skin and 
stretch thyself upon it and we will sew it around thee; presently 
there shall come to th^ a certain bird, bight Rukh,* that will 
catch thee up in his pounces and tower hign in air and then set 
thee down on a mountain. When thou feelest he is no longer 
fiying, rip open the pelt with this blade and come out cf it; the 
bird will be scared and will fly away and leave thee free. After 
this h;re for half a day, and the march will place thee at a palace 
wondrous fair to behold, K)wering ^gh in air and builo^ of 
Khalanj,* lign-alocs and sandal-wo^ pbted with red gold, and 
smdded with all manner emeralds and costly gems fit for seal- 
rings. Enter it and thou shale win to thy wish for we have all 
entered that palace; and such is the cause of our losing our eyes 
and of our blackening our faces. Were we now to teil thee our 
stories it would take too long a time; for each and every of us 
lost his left eye by an adventure of his own. ” 1 repioed at their 
words and they did with mg as they said; and the bird Rukh bore 
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me off and set me down on the mountain. Then I came otJt of the 
skin and walked on till I reached the palace. The door stood 
open as I entered and found myself in a sfadous and goodly haJ!, 
wide exceedingly^ even as a horse'course; and around it were an 
hundred chambCTS with doors of sandal and aloes woods plated 
with red gold and furnished whth silver rings by wayof kno^rs.^ 
At the head or upper end* * of the hall I saw forty damsels, aump' 
tuously dressed and ornamented and one and all bright as moons; 
none could ever tire of gazing upon them and all so lovely that 
the moat ascetic devote on seeing them would become their 
slave and obey their will. When diey saw me the whole bevy 
e ame up to me and said ^^Wclcoroe and well come and good 
cheer* to thee; O our lord! This whole month have we been ex- 
pecting thee. Praised be Allah who hath sent us one w'ho is 
wortby of us, even as we are worth y of him!’ ’ Then they made me 
sit down upon a high divan and said to me, ‘‘TTiis day thou art 
our lord and master, and we are thy servants and thy hand' 
maids, so order us as thou w^ilt.'* And I marvelled at their case. 
Presently one of them arose and set meat before me and I ate and 
they ate with coe; whilst others warmed water and w*ashed my 
hands and feet and changed my clothes and others made ready 
sherbets and mve us to drink; and all gathered around me being 
full of joy and gladness at my coming. Then they sat down and 
conversed with me till nightfell, when five of them arose and bid 
the trays and spread them with flowers and fraermt herbs and 
fruits, fresh and dried, and confections in profusion. At last 
they brought out a fine w'ine'service with rich old w'ine; and we 
sat down to drink and sang songs and others played the 
lute and psaltery and recorders and other infitruments, and the 
bowl went menily round. Hereupon such gladness possessed 
me that 1 forgot the sorrows of the world one and all and said, 
**This is indeed life; O sad that 'tis fleeting 1" I enjoyed their com' 
pany till the time rame for rest; and our heads were all worm with 
wine, when they said, "O our lord, choose from amongst us her 
who shall be thy bed'fellow this night and not lie with the e 
again till forty days be past,’’ So I ^ose a girl fair of face a nd 
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perfect in shape, with eyes Kohl-edg^ by nature’s hand;’ hair 
tong and jet bbck with sli^rly parted teetb^ and joining brows: 
*twas as if she were some limber eraoehil bmnchlec or the slender 
stalk of sweet basil to ama:;e and to bewilder man’s fancy; even 
as the poet said of such an one:— 

To even her with ^eenybou^ were vuQ * Foot he who finds her beauties in 
the roe; 

When hath the toe those livdy bvdy limiH * Or Eiooey dews thosA lipt alone 
bestow? 

Those cyce, soul'plecane eyoe, which shy with love, * Whidi bind the vk- 
thn by iheu' shafts uid bw? 

My beuT to second childhood they beginbd * hfo wonder; lovesick "'an 

jfi child! 

And I repeated to her the maker's words who said:— 

"None other duims but ttnne shall greet mine eyes, * Noc otber image can 
my h^irt surpritei 

Thy bve, my Udy, captives all my thoughrs * And on that knne I'll die and 
rU arise." 

So I lay with her that night; none fairer I ever knew; and, when 
it was moming, the damsels carried me to the Hammam'bath and 
bathed me and robed me in fairest apparel. Then they served up 
food, and we ate and drank and the went round till nightfall 
when 1 chose from among them one to of form and face, soft- 
sided and a model of grace, such an one as the poet described 
when he said:— 


On her hiir bosom caslcecs twiiia I ^canoed, • SesIsJ fest with muak-acaii 
bven to withstand ■ 

With arrowy glances stinc! on guard her eyes, * Whose shafts would shoot 
who dares put fbrtfa a hand. 

With her I spent a most goodly night; and, to he brief, O my 
mistress, I remained with them in m solace and delight of life, 
eating and drinking, conversing and carousing and every night 
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lying with one or other of them. But at the head of the new year 
dtty came to me in tears and bade me farewell, weeping and 
crying out and clinging about mie; whereat Iwoni^red and said, 
“■\Vbat may be the matter? verily you break my heart!” They eX' 
claimed, ”Wodd Heaven we had never known thee; for, though 
we have companied with many, yet never saw we a pleasanter 
i-Kan thou or a more courteous.” And they wept again. “But tell 
me more dearly,” asked 1, “what causelit this weeping which 
maketh my gall-bladder' like to burst;” and they answered, 
“O our lord and master, it is severance which maketh us weep;and 
thou, and thou only, art the cause of our tears. If thou hearken 
to us wc need never be parted and if thou hearken not w-e part 
for evo"; but our hearts tell us that thou wilt not listen to our 
words and this is the cause of our tears and cries." “Tell me how 
the case standeth?” "Know, O our lord, that we are the daughters 
of Kings who have met here and have lived together for years; 
and once in every year we are ^force absent for forty days; and 
afterwards wc return and abide here for the rest of the twelve¬ 
month eating and drinking and taking our pleasure and enjoying 
delights; we are about to depart; according to our custom; and we 
fear lest after we be gone thou contraire our charM and disobey 
our injunctions. Here now we ojimait to thee me keys ot the 
place whii^ containeth forty chambers and thou mayest open 
of these thirty and nine, but beware (and wc conjure thee by 
Allah and by the lives of us!) lest thou open the fortieth door, 
for therein is that w-hich shall separate us for ever.'’* * Quoth 1, 
"Assuredly 1 will not open it, if it contain the cause of severance 
from you.” Then one among them came up to me and falling on 
my neck wept ^nd recited these verses:^— 

"“If Tmut itnifp la .i/tM ahseni-wtule, * Tbc world harsh fiwning on our be 
sh^ll souk; 

And if thv sembbnea .liom tmi^ cyss^* * HI fEXdon Tim* pafit wraip 

and by'gDTK guile.” 
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And I recited the following:— 

“When d«n? ihe near » bid adkii wuh heart unHtntng, * While care and 
longing on that her boeon wrung; 

Wet pearU she wept and like red otnetiiiiu rolled * And, ^doed In «d 
Twiin, arouna her neck dwy hung,'' 

When I saw her weeping 1 said, "'Ey Allah I will never open that 
fortieth door, never and no wise!” and 1 bade her Newell. 
Thereupon all departed dying away like birds; signalling with 
their hands farew^ as they n'ent and leaving me alone in the 
palace. When evening drew near 1 opmed the door of the first 
chamber and entering it found myself in a place Uke one of the 
pkasaunces of Piiradise. It was a garden with trees of freshest 
green and ripe fruits of yellow sheen; and its birds were singing 
clear and ke^ and rills ran wimpling through the fair Krrene, 
The sight and sounds brought solace to my sprite; and I walked 
among the trees, and I smelt the breath of the Bowers on the 
breeze; and heard the birdies sing thdr melodies hymning 
the One, the Almighty in sweetest litanies; and 1 looked upon 
the apple whose hue is parcel red and parcel yelbw; as said the 
poet:— 

Apple wiviK hue oombtnea in union mellow * My fair's red check, her hapless 
lover’s yellow. 

Then 1 looked upon the quince, and inhaled its fragrance which 
putted to shame musk and ambergris, even as the poet hath 
said: — 


Quince every caste coajmns; in her are found * Gifts whidt frr queen of 
ftuits the Quince have crowned; 

Her tasu is wine, l«r scent the waft of musk; * Pure gold her hue. her shape 
the Moon's fair round. 

Then 1 looked upon the pear whose taste surpaaseth sherbet and 
sugar; and the apricot' whose beauty striketh theeye with adraica- 
don. as if she were a polished ruby. Then I went out of tbe place 
and locked the door as it was before. When it was the morrow I 
opened tiw second door; and entering found myself in a spacious 
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plain set with tall date-palms and watered by a miming stream 
whose banks were shrubbed with bushes of rose and jasmine. 

I while privet and eglantine, oxe-eye, violet and lily, narcissus, 
origane and the winter giliiJlower carpeted the borders; and the 
breath of the breeae swept over these sweet-smelling ^owths 
diSusing their delicious i^ours nght and left, perfuo^g the 
world and hlling my soul with delight. After tabng my pleasure 
there awhile 1 went from it and, having closed the door as it was 
before, opened the third door wherein I saw a high open hall 
porKtted with parh-coloured marbles and pietra dura of price 
and other precious stones, and hung with cages of sandal-wrood 
and eagle-wood; full of birds wbich made sweet music, such as 
the Thousand'voiced,^ and the cushat, the merle, the turtie- 
dove and the Nubian ring-dove. My heart was hlled with pleas¬ 
ure thereby; my grief was dispelled and I slept m that aviary till 
^wn. Then J unlocked the door of the fourthcham berand therein 
found a gcand saloon with forty smaller chambers giving upon it. 
Ail their doors stood open; so 1 entered and found them lull of 
pearb and jacinths and beryb and emeralds and corab and car¬ 
buncles, and all manner precious gems and jewels, such as tongue 
of man may not describe. My thought was stunned at the 
sight and 1 said to myself, “These be things methmks united 
which could not be found save in the treasuries of a King of 
Kings, nor could the monarchs of the world have collected the 
like of these!"' And my heart dilated and my sorrows ceased, 
“For," quoth I. “now verily am I the monarch of the age, since 
by Allah's grace tbb enormous wealth is mine; and 1 have forty 
damsels under my band nor is there any to claim them save 
myself." Then I gave not over opening nbee after place until 
nine and thirty days were passed and in that rime I had entered 
every chamber except that one whose door the f*rincesses had 
charged me not to open. But my thoughts, O my mistress, ever 
ran on that forbidden fortieth^ and Satan urged me to open it for 
my own undoing; nor had 1 patience to forbear, all^t there 
wanted of the trysting time but a single day. So I stood before 
the chamber aforesaid and. alter a moment’s hesitation, opened 
the door which was plated with red gold, and entered. 1 was 
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met by a perfume whose like 1 had never before amelt; and so 
sharp and subtle was the odour that it made my senses drunken 
as with strong wine, and i fell to the ground in a fainting fit 
which bsted a full hour. When 1 came to myself 1 strengthened 
my heart and, entering, found myself in a chamber whose 3oor 
was bespread with safnon and bl^ng with light from branched 
candelabra of gold and lamps fed with costly oils, which diffused 
the scent of musk and ambergris. 1 saw there also two great 
censers each big as a maseT'bowI,* * flaming with lign'aloes, nadd- 
perfume,* ambergris and honied scents; and the place was full 
of their fragrance. Presently, O my lady, I eapied a noble steed, 
black aa the murks of night when murkiest, standing, ready 
saddled and bridled (and saddle was of red gold) before two 
mangers, one of clear crystal wherdn was husked sesame, and 
the other also of crystal containing water of the rose scented with 
musk. When 1 saw chis.l marvelled and said tomysdf, “IDoubt" 
less in this animal must be seme wondrous mystery;'’ and Satan 
ccKScned me, so J led him without the palace and mounted him, but 
be would not stir from his place, So 1 hammered his sides with 
my heels, but he moved not, and then 1 took the rein-whip,* and 
struck him withal. When he felt the blow, he neighed a neigh 
with a sound like deafening thunder and, opening a pair of 
wings* flew up with me in the firmament of heaven far beyond 
the eyesight of man . After a full hour of flight he descended and 
alighted on a terrace roof and shaking me off his back lashed me 
on the face with his tail and gouged out my left eye causing it 
roll along my check. Then he flew away. I went down from 
the terrace and found myself again amongst the ten one-eyed 
youths sitting upon their ten couches with blue covers; and they 
cried out when they saw tne, “No welcome to thee, nor aught 
of good (Acer! We ail lived of lives the happiest and we ate and 
drank of the best; upon brocades and cloths of gold we cook 
rest and w’e slept with our heads on beauty's breast, but we could 
not await one day to gain the delights of a year!” Quoth I, 
“Behold 1 have become one like unto you and now 1 would have 
you bring me a tray full of bbekness, wherewith to blacken my 

^ Arnb. itcncE our wktdh il iruan Mehlaiii, 

4 

5 A wnpcMjnii mur of wuhcranifc mink ifuf atoc* 

^ The rniUi^f rhs brii!lewng±jui fomitiip the whip. 

* Tht fl j-ine hnrac la Fcgatui wKSdi h m Greek traraty □! in Egjpdiu] mytli dcrriojied 
m TaciU. 




The Third Kalandar's Tale. i6i 

face, and receive me into your society." "No. by AJbh," qaocb 
they, "thou shalt not sojourn with ua and now get thee hence!" 
So they drove me away. Finding them reject me thus t foresaw 
that matters would go hard with me, and I remembered the many 
miseries which t>e5tiny had written upon my forehead; and 1 
fiued forth from among them heavy-hearted and tearful'cyed, 
repeating to myself these words, "I was sitting at mine ease but 
my frowardiiess brought me to unease," Then I shaved beard 
and mustachios and eye-brows, renouncing the world, and wan¬ 
dered in Kalandar-^b about Allah's earm; and the Almighty 
decreed safety for me ttJl I arrived at Baghdad, which was cm 
the evening of this very night. Here I met these two other Kal- 
andars standing bewildered: so J saluted them saving, "1 am a 
stranger!" and they answered, "And we likewise be strangers!" 
By the freak of Fortune wc w'cre like to like, three Kalandars and 
three monoculars all blind of the left eye. Such, O my bdy. is the 
cause of the shearing of my beard and the manniT of my losing an 
eye. Said the lady to him, "Rub thy head and wend thy ways;" 
but be answered, "By Allah, 1 will not go until I hear the stories 
of these others." Then the lady, turning towards the Caliph 
and Ja'afar and Masrur, said to thtrm, “Do ye also give an ac¬ 
count of yourselves, you men!" Whereupon Ja'afar stood forth 
and told her what he had cold the portress as they were entering 
the house: and when she heard his story of their being merchants 
and Mosul-men who had outrun the watch, she said, "I grant 
you your lives each for each sake, and now away with you all," 
So they all went out and when they were in the street, quoth 
the Chliph to the Kakndars, "O company, whither go ye now, 
seeing that the morning liath not yet dawned?" Cjioth they, 
"By Allah, O our lord, we know not where to go." "Come and 
pass the rest of the night with os,” said the Caliph and, turning 
to ja'afar, "Take them home with thee and to-morrow bring 
them to my presence that wc may chronicle their adventures," 
Ja'afar did as the Caliph bade him and the Commander of the 
Faithful returned to his palace: but sleep gave no sign of visiting 
him that night and he lay awake pondering the mishaps of the 
three Kalandar-princes and impatient to know the history of the 
ladies and the tw'o black bitches. No sooner had morning 
dawned than he went forth and sal ^upon the throne of his 
sovereignty; and, turning to Ja'afar, after all his Grandees and 
Officers of state were gathered together, he said, "Bring me the 
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three ladie$ and the two bitchy and the three Kalandars/* So 
Ja'af^ fared forth and brought them all before him (and the 
ladies were veiledj; then the I^nister turned to them and said in 
the Caliph's name, "We pardon you your malcreatmimt of us and 
your want of courtesy, in consideration of the Lindness which 
forew^eat it, and for that ye knew iis not; now however 1 would 
have you to know that ye stand in presence of the fifth* of the 
sons of Abbas, Harun d'Rashid, brother of Caliph Musa al- 
H4di, son of Al-Mansur; son of Mohammed the brother of Al' 
Saffah bin Mohammed who was first of the royal house. Speak 
ye therefore befone him therruth and rhewhole truth!” When the 
hdies heard Ja'afor's words touching the Gonunander of the 
Faithful, the eldest came forw'ard and said, "O Ptince of True 
Believers, my story is one which, were it graven with 
gravers upon the eye-comers were a wamer for whoso would be 
warned and an exam ple for wrhoso can cake profit from example,” 

-^And Shahiamd perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say 

her permitted say. 

SQficn it tu3S t|)E ^cbrntemth 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that she stood 
forth b^ore the Commander of the Faithful and began to tell 

The Eldest LdtJj’s Talc, 

Verilv a strange talc is mine and 'tis this:“Yon two black 
bitches are my eldest sisters by one mother and father; and these 
two others, she who beareth upon her the signs of stripes and the 
third our procuratrix are my sisters by another mother. When my 
^ther died, each took her share of the heritage and, after a while 
my mother also deceased, leaving me and my sisters-german 
tJbree thousand dinars; so each daughter received her portion 
of a thousand dinars and \ the same, albe the youngest. In due 
course of time my sisters married with the usual festivities and 
lived with their husbands, who bought merchandise with their 
wives' monies and see out on their travels together. Thus they 
threw me oJF. My brothers-in-Iaw were absent with their wives 
five years, during which period they spent all the money they 
had and, becoming bankrupt, deserted my sisters in foreign parts 
amid stranger folk. After five years my eldest sister returned to 
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me in be^ar's widi her clothes tn rags and tatters' and a 
dirty old mantim;* and truly she was in the foulest and sorriest 
plight. At first si^t I did not know my awn sister; but presently 
I recpgnl^ her and said “What state is this?" “O our sister," 
she replied, “Words cannot undo the done: and the reed of 
Destiny hath run through what Allah decreed," Then I sent 
her to the bath and dres^ her in a suit of mine own« and boiled 
for her a bouillon and brought her some good wine and said 
to her, “O my sister, thou an the eldest, wi» still standest to us 
in the stead of lather and mother; and, as for the inheritance 
which came to me as to you twain, Allah hath blessed it and pros- 
it to me with increase; and my circumstanites arc easy, for I 
^ve made much money by spinning and cleaning silk; and f and 
you will share my wealth alike." 1 entreated her with all kindle 
ness and she ab<^c with me a whole >'ear, during which our 
thoi^hcs and fancies were al ways full of our other sister. Shortly 
after she too ramg home in yet fouler and sorrier plight than 
that of my eldest sister; and I dealt by her still more honorably 
than I had done by the first, and each of them bad a share of my 
substance. After a time they said to me, “O our sister, we desire 
to many again, for indeed we have not patience to drag on our 
days without huahmds and to lead the lives' of widows be' 
witched;" and I replied, "O eyes of me!* ye have hitherto seen 
scanty weal in wedlock, for now-a'days good men and true are 
bec^e rarities and curiosities; nor do 1 deem your projects ad* 
visabte, as yc iiave already made trial of matrimraiy and have 
&ilcd." But they would not accept my advice and married 
without my consent: nevertheless I gave them outfit and dowries 
out cf my money; and they fared forth with thdr mates. In a 
mighty little rime their husbands played them false and, taking 
whatever they coold lay hands upon, levanted and left them in 
the lurch. Thereupon they came to me ashamed and m abject 
and made their excuses to me, saying, “Pardon our fault and 
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be not wratb with iia;^ for although thou art younger in ycare yet 
art thou older in wit; henceforth we will never make mention of 
inamage; $o take m back as thy hand'imidens that we may eat 
our mouthful.'* Quoth I, "Welcome to you, O my sisters, there 
is naught dearer to me than you." And I took them in and re- 
doublftl my kindness to them. We ceased not to live after this 
loving ftishion for a full year, when 1 reived to sell my waxes 
abroad and hrst to ht me a conveyance for Bassocah; so 1 equipped 
a large ship, and loaded her with merchandise and valuable goods 
for tmiSc, and with provaunt and all nealful for a voyage., and 
said to my sisters, "Will ye abide at home whilst 1 travel, or 
would ye prefer to accompany me on the voyage?" "We will 
travel with thee," answered they, “for we cannot bear to be 
parted from thee." So 1 divided my monies into two parts, one to 
accompany me and the other to be left in charge of a trusty per¬ 
son, for, as I said to myself, “Haply some accident may happen 
to the ship and yet we remain alive; in winch case we shall 
find on our return what may stand ua in good stead." 1 took my 
two sisters and we went a-voyaging some days and nights; but 
the master was careless enough to miss his course, and the ship 
went astray with us and entered a sea other than the sea we 
sought. For a time we knew naught of this; and the wind blew 
fair for us ten days, after which die look-out man went aloft to 
see about him and cried, "Good news!" Then he came down re¬ 
joicing and said, "1 have seen w-hat seemeth to be a city as 'twere 
a pigeon." Hereat we rg'oioed and, ere an hour of the day had 
passed, the buildings showed plain in the offing and we asked 
the Captain, "What is the name of yonder dty?" and he answered 
“By Al lah I woe not, for I never saw it before and never sailed 
these seas in my life: but, since our troubles have ended in safety, 
remains for you only to land there rvith your merchandise and, if 
you find selling prtmtable, sell and malce your market of what is 
there; and if not, we will rest here two days and provision air- 
selves and lare away," So we entered the port and the Captain 
went up town and was absent awhile, after which he returned to 
us and said, “Arise: gp up into the dty and marvel at the works 
of Allah with His creatures and pray to be preserved from His 
righteous wrath!" So we landed and going up into the city, saw 
at the ^te men bending staves in hand; but when w’e drew near 
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then), beholiL they had been tTanslated* by the anger of Allah 
and had become stones. Then we entered the city and found all 
who therein waned into black stones enstoned; not an inhabited 
house appeared to the espier, nor was there a blower of fire.* We 
were awe struck at the sight and thrraded the oiarket streets 
where we found the goods and gold and silver left lying in their 
places: and we were and said^ '“Doubtless there is some 
mystery in all this.” Then wc dispersed about the thorough' 
hires and each busied himself with collecting the wealth and 
money and rich stuffs, taking scanty heed of triend or comrade. 
As for myself 1 went up to the castle which was strongly forti' 
tied: and, entering the King's palace by its gate of red gold, 
found all the vaiselle of gold and silver, and the King himself 
seated in the midst of his Chamberlains and Nabobs and Emirs 
and Wazirs; all dad in raiment which confounded man's art. I 
drew nearer and saw him sitting on a throne incrusted and in' 
laid svich pearls and gems; and his robes were of g^old'doch 
adorned with jewels of every kind, each one flashing Ime a star* 
Around him stood tifry Mamelukes, white sla^'es, dothed in 
silks of divers sorts holding their drawn swords in their bands; 
but when I drew near to them In! all were black stones. My 
understanding was confounded at the sight, but T walked on and 
entered the great hall of the Harim,® whose walls I found hung 
wdth tapestries of gold-striped silk and spread with silken carpets 
embroidered with golden flowers. Here I saw the Queen lying 
at full length arrayed in robes purSeci with fresh young* pearls; 
on her head was a diadem set with many sorts of gems each tit 
for a ring^ and around her neck himg collars and necklaces. All 
her raiment and her ornaments were in natural state but she had 
been turned into a black stone by Allah's wrath. Presently I 
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espied an open door for which ] made stniight and found leading 
to it a Qight of seven steps. So I walked up and came upon a 
place pargetted with marble and spread and hung with gold- 
worked carpets and tap^try^ amiddlemost of which stem a 
throne of juniper-wood inlaid with pearls and preaous stones 
and set with bosses of emeralds. In the further wall was an 
alcove wrhose curtains, hestrung with pearls, were let down 
and 1 saw a light issuing thcreirom; so I drew near and per¬ 
ceived (hat the light came from a precious stone as big as an 
ostrich-egg, set at the upper end of the alcove upon a little 
chryselcDharitirie couch ot ivory and gold; and this jewel, 
blazing tke the sun, cast its mys wide and side. The couch 
also was spread with all manner of silken stu£i amazing the 
gazer with their richness and beauty. I marvelled much at all 
rais, especially when seeing in that place candles ready lighted; 
and I said in my mind, "''Needs must some one have lighted these 
candles.” Then I went forth and came to the kitchen and thence 
to the buttery and the King's treasure-chambers; and continued 
to explore the palace and to pace from place to place; 1 forgot my^ 
self in my awe and marvel at these matters and 1 was drowned in 
thought till the night came on. Then 1 would have gone forth, 
but blowing not the fflte I lost my way, so I returned to the 
alcove whither the lighted candles directed me and sat down 
upon the couch; and wrapping myself in a coverlet, after I had 
repeated somewhat from the Koran, 1 would have slept bur 
could not, for restlessness possessed me. When night was at its 
noon J heard a voioe chanting the Kman in sweetest accents; 
but the tone thereof was weak; so I rose, glad to hear the silence 
broken, and followed the sound until 1 reached a closet whose 
door stood ajar. Then peeping through a chink I considered 
the place and lo! it was an oratory wherein was a prayer-nicbe* 
with two wax candles burning and lamps hanging from the 
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ceiling. In it too ms spni^ a praxet-carpet whereupon sai a 
youth fair to see: and before him on its stand^ was a copy of the 
Koran, from which he was reading. 1 marvelled to see him atone 
alive amongst the people of the city and entermg saluted him; 
wheieuprm he rais^ tus eyes and returned my salam. Quoth I, 
“Now by the Truth of what thou leadest in Allah’s Holy Book, 
I conjure thee to answer my Question." He looked upon me 
with a smile and said, “O handmaid cf Allah, first tell me the 
cause of thy coming hither, and 1 m turn will tell what hath 
bef^len both me and the people of this city, and what was the 
reason of my escaping their doom. ' So I told him my story 
whereat he wondered; and T questioned him of the people of the 
dty, when he replied, “Have patience with me for a whil^ O 
my sister!” and, reverently closing the Holy Bodr, he laid it up 
in a satin bag. Then he seated me by his side; and 1 looked at him 
and behold, he was as the moon at its jfull, fair of face and rare 
of form, soft-sided and slight, of well-proportioned height, and 
cheek smoothly bright and disusing light; in brief a svreet, a 
sugar-sdek,* * even as saith the poet of the like of him in these 
couplets:— 

That night di* astrologer a sdienie of planets drew, * And b! a gtacdiil diape 
<3f yirnh appear^ tn view; 

Satuin had stained his lodes with Samnunest jet. * And spots of nut'brown 
RiLiEk oi rD&y side-f^ blew.'* 

Mara tinctured dther check with tinct of mortul red; * Sogitial shots irom 
eyclida Sagittarius threw; 

Dowered hiT i Mercury with bri^it mercurial wit; * Bore off this Bear* what all 
man's evil glances wcw: 

Amared stood Asciophti tn si^t the macvel'birth * When buted bw the 
Moon at full to ouBS the Barth. 

And of a truth Allah the Most High had robed him in the raiment 
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of perfect grace and liad purfled and fringed it with a cheek all 
beauty and loveliness, even as the p<^t saith of such an one: 

By im eyelida ahedding perfuine and his fine tfim waist I swear. * * By the 
shaodng of bis barbed with srircery passing rare; 

Bj- softness of hia tides,' and glances' ImKring light; “ And hrow aS 
dazding day-tidc lay and m^t within his hour; 

By his eyebrows whicb deny tso woo lock upcm them re5tr * How bidding now 
focbidding, evef deiling 'py and care, 

By rose dtit his efa^^k, and the myrtle of its moss? * By jadnthi 
bedded m his lipa and pearl his scaile lays bare; 

By bis gtaccful bending neck and tbe curving of his * Whose polished 

suifacue bcafcth those gramdos lovely pair^ 

By his heavy hips chat qiii\'er ai he passeth in bis pride; ^ Or be nestetb with 
that waist which is bcytitid compare; 

By the satin of hts stifv by that fine unsullied sprite; * By the beauty that an^ 
caineth all things bright and ckbonnaiT; 

By chat ever’open h^d; by the camJouf of his tongue: * By noble bbod and 
high d^ce wbereof he'fi hope and heir; 

Musk jtoti >iim bonowi mufikiiiess ahe foveth to dhalt * And all th£ airi of 
amber^E throng him perturoe the lot ; 

The sun, methinke, the broad bright ivm, before my Itm would pale * And sans 
bi$ splendour would appear a paring of hi» naiL* 

I gbneed at him with one gbnee of eyes which caused me a 
thousand sighs; and my heart was at once taken captive-wise; so 
1 asked him, *^0 my lord and my bve, tell me that wher«>f 1 
questioned thee;'* and he answered. ''Hearing is obeying! Know, 
O Ivinfliiiaifl of Allah, that this dty was the capital of my father 
who is the King thou sawest on the throne transfigured by 
Allah's wrath to a black stone, and the Queen thou foundest in 
the alcove is my mother. They and all the people of the city 
were Magians who fire adored in lieu of the Omnipotent Lord* 
and were wont to swear by lowe and beat and shade and light, 
a nd the spheres revolving day and night. My father had ne'er 
a son till he was blest with me near the last of his days; and he 
reared me till I ^ew up and prosperity anticipated me in all 
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things. Now it so fortuned that there was with iis an oM w'oman 
well stricken in years, a Mtsskmah who, inwardly believing in 
Allah and His Apostle, conformed outwardly widi the religion 
of my people; and my iarher placed thorough confidence in her 
for that be knew* * her to be trustw’orthy and virtuous; and he 
treated her with euerdnereasing kindness believing her to be of 
his own belief. So when [ was well^igh grown up my father 
committed me to her charge saying:—T^e him and educate him 
and teach him the rules of our faith; let him have the best in^ 
structions and cease not thy fostering care of him. So she took 
me and taught me the tenets of Al'tslam with the divine ordi-* 
nances' of the Wuiu-ablution and the five daily prayers and she 
made me learn the Koran by rote, often repea ting^-^rve none 
save Allah Almighty ! Wien I had mastered this much of 
knowledge she said to me:—O my son, keep this matter con* 
cealed from thy sire and reveal naught to h-fm lest he slay thee. 
So f hid it from him and 1 abode on this wise for a term of days 
when the old woman died, and the people of the dty redoubted 
in their impiety' and arrogance and tne error of their w»ays- One 
day, white they were as wont, behold, they heard a loud and 
terrible sound and a crier crying out with a voioc like rearing 
thunder so every ear could hear, far and near, “O folk of this 
dty, leave ye your fiiE'worshipping and adore AUah the All' 
compassionate Kingl” At this, fear and terror fell upon the 
dti^ns and they crowded to my father (he being King of the 
dty) and asked him, ‘‘'What is this awesome voice we have heard, 
for it hath confounded us with the excess of its terror?” and he 
answered, “Let not a voice fright you nor shake your steadfast 
sprite nor turn you back from the faith which is right.” Their 
hearts inclined to his words and they ceased not to worship the 
fire and they persisted in rebellion for a full year from the time 


^Arab. live onkr* cipresalt- givin in dw wideb due mdisr will re- 

mnnlKT^ It Un«4tc mid ErcniBL In Inda. "Fun'* h ipplic^l to injuncttgins thrice 
irpcetcd^ uid to rwke trTCT. Hbcwhm wi-ntv di^fbcnc^ » tn-Lje 

between thcTH- 

*Anib. — rejectiniff tKt Tnec HeJigicm, mdl reicctiufi being 

K" trbellion aj^atrUl the Lwiil- The “tcrrihle It THkffri from Uh! 

legCHij of the propbec SiJiJi imuJ tfie proto-haeorit £nbc of Haibni^d wliich for urtpdet^ 
#£:riick dead hy mi c^tthqunke and i rvilm hcevcc. Hic latter, acconding ti> 
•omc thr vtii« of the Archan^ Gabrkl crying nil of you'- 

{Kctfan, chapt». vii., ttc.}. \Vc ihiM hem more of ii in tW'Gry of mMiy-cdujiiiied 
Inifti.** Actonlliis CD ttmoy Sahhp i myitcHutia Badawi ■propliEt^ w Wied is the Wady 
jd-Shnykii of tbc feualkd SItiiuik rcnifi^iihi. 



170 


Alp Layla h wa Laylaii* 


they heard the first voice; and on the anniversary came a secoaid 
cry^ and a third at the head of the third year, each year once. 
Still they persiGted in their malpractises till one day at break of 
dawn, judgment and the wiach of Heaven descended upon them 
with all suddenness, and by the visitation of Allah all were 
metamorphoeed into black stones,' they and their beasts and 
their cattle; and none was saved save myself who at the time 
was engaged in my devotions. From that day to ttus [ am in 
the case thou seest, constant in ^yer and fasting and reading 
and redting the Koran; but I am indeed grown weary by reason 
of my loneliness, having none to bear me company." Then 
said I to him (for in very sooth he had won my he^ and was the 
lord of my life and soul), “O youth, wilt thou fare with me to 
Baghdad dty and visit the Olema and men kerned in the law and 
doctors of divinity and get thee increase of wisdom and under' 
standing and theology? And know that she who standeth in thy 
presence will be thy handmaid, albeit she be head of her family 
and mistress over men and eunuchs and servants and sbves. 
Indeed my life was no life before it fell in with thy youth. 1 have 
here a ship laden with merchandise: and in very truth Destiny 
drove me to city that 1 might come to the knowledge of these 
matters, for it was fated that we should meet." And 1 ceased not 
CO persuade him and speak him fair and use every art till he coO' 

sentecL-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

CO say her permitted say, 

ifflhen it tnafi lije eiubteentf] iJinfit, 

She CQntinued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
lady ceased not perauadine with soft speech the youth to depart 
with her till he oonsenteuarLd said *'Yes." She slept that night 
lying at his feet and hardly knowing where she was for excess of 
joy. As soon as rhe next morning dawned (she pursued, address¬ 
ing the Caliph), 1 arose and we entered the treasuries and took 
thence whatever was light in weight and great m worth; then we 
went down side by side from the castle to the city, where we 
were met by the Captain and my sisters and slaves who had been 

' Vic: thty kepi ebe wmblanic of m^n, ihmring thtt rHt wIm af»e (nm bDjkic 
in Hiiiruiwc ryW ^tjaiiiMsuetl m hit varwu* iiiirciiEs m S>iia sn^t 
Kftve seat fcimunca of <5rcck iTui Roman titnlcfflcniss met a* hn* iwadced 
kfl hi* mikrk fkciT VltcCiK. fl*il^mJ^ tit. S 37 ,^ 
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seeking for me. Whenthey saw me chey rejcJoed and asked wbac 
had 3 tayedine,and I told themaU lhad seen and related to them the 
stcny of the young Prince and the transformation wherewith the 
dtitens had been justly visited. Hereat all marvelled, but when 
my two sisters (these two bitches, O Cjonuoander of the Faith' 
full) saw me by the side of my young lover they jaJoused me on his 
account and were wroth and plotted mischief against me. We 
awaited a fair wind and went on board rejoicing and ready to il y 
for joy by reason of the goods we had gotten, but my own greatest 
joyance was in the youth-, and we waited awhile till tl^ wind 
blewfair for us and then weset sail and fared forth. Nowas wesat 
talking, my sisters asked me, “And what wilt thou do with this 
handst^e yoi.tng man?"; and I answered, "I purcose to make him 
my husband!" Then I turned to him and saio, "O my lord, I 
have that to propose to thee wherein thou must not cross me; 
and this it is that, when we reach Baghdad, my native dty, 1 
offer thee my life as thy handmaiden in holy matrimony, and thou 
shalt be to me baron and I will be femme to thee.” He answered, 
“1 b^r and I obey!; thou art my lady and my miscress and 
wlmtso thou docst 1 will not gainsay.” Then 1 turned to my 
sisters and said, “This is my gain; I content me with this youth 
and those who have gotten aught of my property let them keep 
it as their gain with my good will.” “Thou sayest and doest 
weU,"answ£ied thctw3in,but theyima^ned mischidagainst me. 
We ceased not spooning before a tair wind till we had exchanged 
the sea of peril for the seas of safety and, in a few days, we 
BassOTah-eity, whose butldinga loomed clear before us as evening 
fell. But after we had retired to rest and were sound als^, 
my two sisters arose and took me up, bed and all, and threw me 
into the sea: they did the same with the young Prince who, as 
he could not swim, sank and was drowned ana Allah enrolled 
him in the noble army of MartyrsJ As for me would Heaven 1 
had been drowned vdth him, but Allah deemed that I should be 

I “SbyiiaiU**! mpfSCKil Molcrn* Jia by Qthc± rtf[^onls&; abhouah 

tlidr prtucipd jf nat only mtnt jccm* o n rufc t© hive been ift^jcnse Qb^diiiiey mnd «kvo- 
tidn tQ one Licfl fat wbkh they miiy Ic tiiiriEti: erEn The 

If cactnaive those kl]]cii by falliiig walk; vktiini tfi die ^umy uid 

pftgTomcy; tnvtilcti ilrowned er oEhcrwwe l^it wlien yniirnt>Tnf HrmatEy, iCtd chate 
tuTeri mUa die uf “b«7ken iwiim" /.#, impaired d'ljEEJQOtt. Thesf *(ml* are it oact 
ilovrcd m t ffcc crop^ d prema Unh where they ivmAtti till fteiumcwn Dijr* 
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of the saved; so when I awoke and found myself in the sea and 
saw the making off* * like a flash of lightning. He threw in my 
way a piece of timber which 1 bestrided, and the waves tossed 
me to and 6:0 dll they cast me upon an isLind coast, a high land 
and an uninhabited. 1 landed and walked about the isbnd the 
rest of the night and, when morning dawmed, 1 saw a rough track 
barely iit for child of Adam to tread, leading to what proved 
a shallow' ford connecting island and mainland As soon as the 
sun had risen 1 spread my garments to dry in its rays; and ate 
of the fruits of the island and drank of its waters; then 1 set out 
along the foot'track and ceased not walking till 1 reached the 
mainland. Noiw when there remained between me and the dty 
but a two hours' journey behold, a great serpent, the bigness of a 
date-palm, came Seeing towards me in all haste, gliding along 
now to the right then to the left till she was dose upon me, 
whibt her tongue lolled ground-wards a span long and swept 
the dust as she went. She wras pursued by a Dragon^ who was 
not longer chan two lances, and of slender build about the bulk 
of a spear ^d, although her terror lent her speed, and she kept 
wri^ling from side to side, he overtook her and seked her by 
the tail, whereat her teats streamed down and her tongue was 
thrust out in her agony, 1 tod: pity on her and, pidring up a 
stone and calling upon iMIah for aid, threw it at tiie Dragpn’s 
bead w’ith such farez that he died then and there; and the serpent 
opening a pair of wings flew into the lift and disappeared from 
baote my eyes. I sat down marvelling over that adventure, but 
1 was weary and, drowsiness overcoming me, I slept where 1 
was for a while. When 1 awoke I found a jeP-biack damsel 
sitting at my feet shampooing them; and by her side stood two 
black bitches (my sisters, O Commandef of the Faithffrll), 1 
was ashamed before her* and, sitting up. asked her, “O my 
sister, who and what art thou?"; and me answered, *‘How soon 
hast thou forgotten me! I am she for whom thou wroughtest a 
good deed and sowedest the seed of gratitude and sleweat her 
ioc; fat I am the serpent whom by Allah's aidance thou didst 


^ Arih. ‘‘Su 'ub&ni" the iJdddwiii ihc nninc to 4 yflxictv q/ setjiNKiii hfil/d Uj 
be vcnnji^oiu: bui m tele* the word^ hhc 'Tinuln/' ntpre&^ec gar ^'dragon” or "oodt- 

*lrice/* 

3^ Biliimcd Eo Kx ihc lady doiisff itmb dutr by nibbin« her feet. Thk 

whkh B. de h Brticquilnr dwrihei m Hil u and pirvdhin^^" has 

fllrtady b«r« noticed^ Hic FfcncJi term b ppptjTntly drriird /rmm Ar&b^ "Mii-b." 
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ju£t now cfetiver from the Dragon. I am a Jinciyah and he was a 
Jinn who hated me, and none saved my life from him save thou. 
As soon as thou fre^cst me from him 1 0 ew oti the wind to the 
ship whence thy sisters threw thee, and temoved all that was 
therein to thy house. Then 1 ordered my attendant Marids to 
sink the ship and 1 transformed thy two sisters into these black 
bitches; for 1 know all that hath passed between them and thee; 
but as for the youth, of a truth he is drowned," So saying, she 
flew up with me and the bitches, and presently set us down on 
the terrace-roof of my house, w^heiein I found ready etored the 
whole of what property was in my ship, nor was aught of it 
missing. “Now (continuEid the serpent that was), 1 swear by all 
engraven on the seal'ting of Solomon^ (with whom be peace!) 
unl^ thou deal to each of these bitches three hundred stripes 
every day I wall come and imprison thee forever under the earth." 
I answ'ered, "Hearkening and obedience!"; and away she flew. 
But before going she again charged me saying, "1 again swear by 
Him who made the two seas flow’ (and this be my second oath) if 
thou gainsay me 1 will come anH transform thee like thy sisters." 
Since then I have never failed, O Commander of the Faithful, to 
beat them with that number of blows till their blood flows with 
my tears, I pitying them the while, and well they wot that their 
b^g scourged is no fault of mine and they accept my excuses. 
And this is my tale and my history 1 The Caliph marvelled at 
her adventures and then signed to Ja'afar who said to the second 
lady, the Portress, “And thou, how earnest thou hy the welts and 
wheals upon thy body?" So she began the 


Talc of the Portress. 

Kkow, O Comma fider of the Faithful, that I had a father who, 
after fulfllling his time, deceased and left me great store of wealth. 
1 remained single for a short time and presently married one of 
the richest of 1 ^ day. I abode with him a year when he also died, 
and my share O'f his property amounted to eighty thousand dinars 


^ AUuiilng w iJie Mewt High Xamc^ th£ hundjtJiJth cfome of Godp dsc J'leb. SjiEan kam- 

phomsK, unicflWl;! JilVti fo ^ favmired wbu bjf lulng \l SJcl fui m all miiliiff fif miradcs,. 
^ i-r r. the M'&ii iteiTuujiis anil thd 
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in gold acoordijne to the holy law of inliericance.^ Thus I became 
passing rich ana my rmutation spread far and wide, for J had 
made me ten changes of raiment, each worth a thousand dinais. 
One day as I was sitting at home, behold, there came in to me an 
old woman* * with lantern jaws and che^ sucked in, and eyes 
rucked up, and eyebrows scant and scald, and head bare and bald; 
and teeth broken by time and mauled, and back bending and neck- 
nape nodding, and face blotched, and rheum running, and batr 
like a snake black'and-white'speckled, in cnmpleKion a very 
fright, even as aaith the poet of uie like of her: — 

Ul'cniened bagi enshnvcn be her sioi * Nor fnaicy visit her cm dying bed; 
Tnousand hend-strcngesC he-jnules would her guilea, * DespiEC their bolting, 
had with spider thread. 

And as saith another:— ■ 

A hag to whom th’ unlawful bwfiilkst * And witchcraft wtsdom in her 
Bight are grown: 

A mischiefmalciiLg brat, a doncsn'iiiaid, * A wbonah woman and a pimping 
crone.* 

When the old woman entered she salamed co me and kissing the 
ground before me, said, '"1 have at home an orphan daughter and 
this night are her wedding and her displaying.* We be poor 
folks and strangers in this city knowing none inhabitant ana we 
are hroken'heaited. So do thou earn for thyself a CEcompense and 
a reward in Heaven by being present at her displaying and, when 
the ladies of this city shall hear that thou art to make act of 
presence, they also will present themselves; so shalt thou comfort 
her affliction, for she is sore bruised in spirit and she hath none to 


1 I. f. Sctd «4 bjr tJk Kwin. 

1 'Vht iJw ddl iruinnn ihc bcftcr pncum* nbc a tui^ixiKd to make, Sm fhc 
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look CO saw Allah the Most High.” Then she wept and kissed 
my feet nedting these couplets:— 

“Thy presence bringeth tu a gpot * We own hdbre thy winsaoc face; 

And wert thou absent neV an die * Could atand in stead or tai* tby place.” 

So pity gat hold on me and compassion and 1 said* “Hearing is 
coiteenting and, please Allah, I will do somewhat more for her; 
nor shall she be shown to her bridegtoom save in my raiment 
and ornaments and jewelry.” At this the old wom^ nqoiced and 
bowed her head to my feet and kissed them, saying, “Allah re- 
quite thee weak and comfort thy heart even as thou hast com' 
forted mine! But. O my lady, do not trouble thyself to do me 
this service at this hour; be thou ready by supper-time,’ when I 
wdll come and fetch thee." So saying she kissed my band and 
went her ways. I set about stringing my pearls and donning my 
brocades and making my toilette, little reddng what Fortune 
had in womb for me, when suddenly the old woman stood before 
me, aimpering and smiling till she showed every tooth stimp, 
and quoth she, ”0 my mistress, the city madams have arrived 
and when I appri^ them that thou promisedst to be present, 
they were glad and they are now awaiting thee and looking 
eagerly for thy coming and for the honour of meeting thee.' 
So ] threw on my mantilla and, making the old crone walk before 
me and my handmaidens behind me, I tared till we came toa street 
well watered and swept neat, where the winnowfing breeze 
blew cool and sweet. Here wc were stopped by a gate ar^ed 
over with a dome of marble stone firmly seated on soudest 
foundation, and leading to a Palace whose walls from earth rose 
tall and proud, and whose pinnacle was crowned by the clouds,* 
and over the doorway were wnt these couplets: 

I am da -wme vthae Mirth shall eiftr smik; ’ The home of Joyance through 


my Uitiag whik; 

And 'mid my court a fountain fBts and Hows, 

that faunt defile: , ., j , 

The marge with royal Nu'umm ^ hloaoi is di^t. 
Bower and Chamcroile. 


* Nor teara nnr tmiblea shall 


Mynk, Nancissius' 
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Arrived at the gate, before which hung a black curtain, the old 
wooian knocked and it was opened to us; when we entered and 

with carpets and hung around with 



candles in candebbia adorned with 


pendants of precious gems and noble ores. We passed on through 
this passage till we entered a saloon, whose like for gpLndeur and 
beauty is not to be found in this world. It was hung and car¬ 
peted with silken stuffs, and was illuminated with branches, 
sconces and tapers ranged in double row, an avenue abutting on 
the upper or noble end of the saloon, where stood a cou£ of 
jumper^wood encrusted with pearls and gjcms and surmounted 
by a baldaquin with mosquitO'Curtains of satin looped up with 
margarites. And hardly had we taken note of this when there 
can^ forth from the baldaquin a young kdy and 1 looked, O 
Commander of the Faithful, upon a face and form more perfect 
than the moon when fullest, with a favour brighter than the 
dawn gleaming with safiton-hued light, even as the poet sa ng 
when he said:— 

Thflu pacest the 4 * A bride for a. Kisrz's or Kalsar'e 

HJ^tl 

WsntDns tbe rase on thjr tDs&tE cheek. * O eWk u the bltxid of the dmgon’ 
bri^tf 

Slka-wnietcd, hnguorous, sleepy'Cycd, * With china* which promise all birc- 
ilieht; 

And tbe tire which atrires thy tiars’d brow * Is a night of woe on a tnon'e 
glad light. 

The fair young girl came down from the estcade and js a i d to me, 
“Welcome and well come and good cheer to my sister, the dearly- 
beloved, the illustrious, and a thousand greettngsf Then ^ 
recited these couplets;— 

**An but the house could Icnow who crxiteth ’twould cejbicp. * And Viat the 
vay dmt wiarrietin thy foot was placed; 

And with the ton^ of circupaBtance the walls would say. * '‘Welcome and 
hail tP one with generoua gifts cngracedf*' 

Then sat she down and said to me, “O my sister, I have a brother 
who hath had sight of thee at sundry wedding-feasts and festive 
seasons; be is a youth handsomer than I, and be hath fallen 


^ Armb. "AadAin^—bese thf yupq c^tlbcj lilood; in fnher plitees tbe dyt- 

wewd knovrn n brdxir. 
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desperately in love with thee, for that Ixwnteous £>estiny hath 
g^ened in thee all beauty and perfection; and he hath given 
^ver to this old woman that she might visit thee; and she hath 
contrived on this wise to fore^ther us twain. He hath heard 
that thou art one of the nobles of thy tribe nor is he aught less in 
his; and. beine desirous to ally his lot with thy lot, he hath 
practised this device to bring me in company with thee; for he is 
to marry thee after the ordinance of Allah and his Apostle; 
and in what is lawful and right there is no shame." 1 

heard these words and saw myself fairly entrapped in the house. 
I said, "Hearing is consenting/' She was delighted at this and 
dapped her hands;^ whereupon a dcx^r opened and out of it cam e 
a young man blooming in the prime of life, exquisitely dressed, a 
model of beauty and foveliness and symmetry and p^cct grace, 
with gentle winning manners and eyebrows like a bended bow 
and shaft on cord, and eyes which bewitched all hearts with 
sorcery lawful in the sight of the Lord; even as salth some rhymer 
describing the like of him;— 

Hb hce 9s the of the young moon shioes * * And Fortune stamps him with 

pearls for 

And Allah favour him who said:— 

Bleat be hia beauty: blest the Lord t dfoee * Who cast and shaped a thing w 
bri^ nf bice: 

All gifts of bdUty he oonjoins in one; * Lost m hi» love is all humanity: 

For Beauty’s self inscribed on his hnjw * *'t tssanfy tbete be no Good but be!*’* 

When 1 looked at him my heart inclined to him and I loved him; 
and he sat by my side and talked with me a while, when the 
young lady a^in dapped her hands and behold, a aide'door 
opened and out of it came the Kari with his fom assessors as wit' 
nesses; and they saluted us and, sitting down, drew up and 
wrote out the marriage-contract between me and the youth and 
retired. Then he turned to me and said, “'Be our night blessed," 
presently adding, “O my lady, 1 have* condition toTay on thee." 


* 1 need htrdl^ uj ih^t In the F^uti ht^ am tmuBCid* the handv inm* 

nmiLi die Jn lodU men. cry (iCioE nuaj- in BrarLl wbi^k 

After the f-Mhian Spain uid I^Trcugxj4 
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Quoth i, “O my lord, what ts that?” Whereupon he arose and 
fetching a copy of the Holy Docdc presented it to me saying, 
"Swear hereon thou wilt never look at any ocher than myacu nor 
incline thy body or thy heart to him.'* I swore readily enou^ 
to this and he joyed with exceeding joy and embraced me round 
the neck while love for him poss^sed my whole heart. Then 
they set the table* before us and we ate and drank till we wece 
5atis6ed; but 1 was dying for the coming of the night. And 
when night did oome he led me to the bridc<hamter and slept 
with me on the bed and continued to kiss and embrace me 
the morning—such a night 1 had never seen in my dreams. I 
lived with him a life of roppiness and delight for a full month, 
at the end of which 1 ask^ his leave* to go on foot to the hcu^if 
and huy me certain especial stufia and he gave me permission. 
So 1 donned my mantilla and, taking with me the old woman and 
a alave-girl,* I went to the khan of the eilk-mercers, vvh^ I 
seated myself in the ehop'frant of a young merchant whom the 
old woman recommend^, saying to me, “This youth's father 
died when he was a boy and left him great store of wealth: be 
hath by him a mighty fine* stock of gooi^ and thou wilt find 
w’hat thou seekest with him , for none in the bamr hath better 
stuffs than he." Then she said to hifn., "Show rh i$ lady the 
most costly studs thou hast by thee;” and he replied, "Hearken^ 
ing andj5l«diencc!" Then she whispered me, "Say a civil word 
to himl”^ but I replied, **I am pledged to addr^ no man save my 
lord.” And as she began to sound his praise I said sharply to 
her, "'We want nought of thy sweet speeches; our wish is to 
buy of him whatsoever we need, and return home.” So he 


^ {prrop. *3u:En^t }s the diFfiicr-table,oX 3^ tthjp^ 
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brought me all 1 sought and J offered him his money, bur he 
refused to take it saying, '‘Let it be a gift offered to my guest this 
day r’' Then quoth 1 to the old woaaan, “If he will not take the 
money, fflvc hiin back his stuff,” “By Allah,” cried he, “not a 
thing wdl i take from cheer 1 sell it not for gold or for silver, 
but T give it all as a gift for a single kiss; a kiss more precious to 
me than everything the shop cmtaLineth- “ Asked the old woman, 
“What will the ki^ profit tW?"; and, ruming to me, whispered, 
“O my daughter, thou hearest what this young fellow saith? 
What harm will it do thee if he get a kiss from thee and thou 
gettest what thofU seckest at that price?” Replied L, “1 take ref' 
uge with Allah from such action! Knowest thou not that I am 
bound by an oath?”^ But she answered, “Now whist 1 just let 
him kiss thee and neither speak to him nor lean over him, so shalt 
thou keep thine oath and thy silver, and no harm whatever shall 
bdal thee," And she ceased not to persuade me and importune 
me and make light of the matter tdl evi^ entered into my mind and 
I put my head in the poke® and, declaring 1 would ne’er iXJnsent, 
consent^. So I veiled my eyes and held up the edge of my 
mantilla between me and the people passing and he put his 
mouth to my cheek under the veil. But while bssing me he bit 
me so hard a bite that it tore the Eesh from my cheek,^ and blood 
flowed fast and faintness came over me. The old woman oiught 
me in her amts and, wh^ I came to myself, 1 found the shop shut 
up and her sorrowing over me and saying, “Thank Allah for 
averting what might tove been worse?" Then she said to me, 
“Come, take heart and let us go home before the matter become 
public and thou be dishonoured. And when thou art safe inside 
the Itouse feign sickness and lie down and cover thyself up; and 
1 will bring thee powders and plasters to cure this bite withal, 
and thy wound will be healed at the latest in three days." So 
after a while I arose and I was in extreme distress and terror came 
full upon me; but I went on little bv little till I reached the house 
when 1 pleaded illness and by me down. When it was night my 
husbana came in to me and said, “What hath befallen thee, O my 


^ TliH it 1 very diirif McaScmi mui tetupuJutu itHtb o(tra miJbe 

e^cH^cci oTold t* *idng an on-lh. 
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beku. 



Aif Latlau wa La^iah. 


t8o 


darling, in diis excursion of thine?”; and I replied, **I am not 
wdl; my head achetdi tmdly.” Then he Iigh(^ a candle and 
drew near me and leaked hard at me and aSKed, '*What is that 
wound ! on thy cheek and in the tenderest part too?” And I 
answered,'''When I went out totlay with thy leave to buy stuffs, 
a came! laden with firewood jostled me and one of the pieces tore 
toy veil and wounded my cheek as thou seest; for indeed the ways 
of this dty are strait.’'^ ^To^orrow',” cried he, “I will go cctU' 
plain to the Governor, so shall he gibbet every fuel-seller in 
mghdad." “Allah upon thee,” said I, “burden not thy soul with 
such sin against any man. The fact is I was riding on an ass and 
it stumbled, throwing me to the ground; and my check h^ted 
upon a stick or a bit of glass and got this wound” “Then,' said 
he. “tomorrow I will go up to Ja'aiar the Barmaki and tell 
tiim the story, so shall 'kill every donkey-boy in Baghdad.” 
“Wouldst thou destroy all these men because of my wound," 
said 1, “when this which befel me was by decree of Allah and 
His destiny?" But he answered, "There is no help ^ it;” and, 
springing to his feet, plied me with words and pressed me till 1 
was perplexed and frightened; and i stuttered and stammered 
and my speech waxed thick and 1 said, "This is a mere accident 
by decree of Allah.” Then, O Commander of the Faithf^ he 
guessed my case and sard, “Thou hast been false to thine oath” 
He at once cried out with a loud cry, whereupon a door opened 
and in came seven black slaves whom he commanded to drag me 
from my bed and thrcfw me down in the middle of the room. 
Furthermore, he ordered one of them to pinion my elbows and 
squat upon my head; and a second to sit upon my knees and 
secure my feet; and drawing his sword he gave it to a third and 
said, "Strike her, O Sa'ad, and cut her in twain and let each one 
take half and cast it into the Tigris* that the fish may eat her; 
for such is the retribution due to those who violate their vows 
and arc unfaithful to their love,” And be redoubled in wrath 
and redted these couplets:— 

“An there be one who shares with toe her Itsve, * F’d a trangla Uwe tho' life 
by Love were shin; 

Saying O Soul, Eibith wiic the nobier choice, * For ill is Love when shared 
twwt partiien. twain,'' 

Then he repeated to the slave, "Smite her, O Sa'ad!” And when 
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the slave who vjvae sitting upon me made sure of the command he 
hent down to me and said^ "O my mistress, repeat tlie profession 
of Faith and bethink thee if there be any thing thou wouldst have 
done; for verily this is the last hour of thy life." "O good slave,” 
said !, "wait but a little while and get off my head that I may 
charge thee vihth my last injunctions." Then I raised my head 
and saw the state I was in, how I had fallen from high degree into 
lowest disgrace; and into death after life (and such life!) and how 
I had brought my punishment on myself by my own sin; w^herc' 
upon the tears streamed from mine eyes and I wept with exceed' 
ing weeping. But he looked on me with eyes of wrath, and began 
repeating:— 

"Tetl her who tumeth ftoin our love ta wort it injury eore. * * And tsketfa her 
3 fine new love the old Jove tossing oVr 
We cry cnou^ o’ tis« cie thou enough c£ us sbidt cryl * What past between 
us suffice and haply something more."' 

When 1 heard this, O Commander of the Faithful, 1 wept and 
lookKl at him and began repeating these couplets:— 

"To scvnance ynu doom my Imie and ill unmoved remain: ^ My tear-awe 
lids you sleepless maice and sleep while J complain; 

You make finnfrkodfihjp reign Ixtween mine eyes and jneorony; * Yet can my 
heart forget you not, not tears can I restrain: 

You made me swear with many an emth my troth to bold foe aye; * But when 
you reigned my basom’s lord you wrought me traitor-baiM': 

I loved you like a silly child who wots not what ia Love: * Then spare tbs 
learner, let her not be by the master slain! 

By AUah s name I pray you write, when I am dead ai^ ^pat. * TJpoti my 
tomb. This died of Love whose sensei Love had ta'eni 
Then haply one shall pss that way who fire cf Love hath [dt, * And tread¬ 
ing on a lover's hfiart with ruth and woe shall melt." 

When 1 ended my verses tears came a^n; but the poetry and the 
weeping oiily added fory to his fury, and he recited;— 

" Twas not satttty hade me leave the dearling of my sou!. * But that fthe 
sinned a morcil sin which dipt me in it* clip: 

She Bou^t to let another share the bve between us twain, * But my True 
Faith of Unity refuseth partncTBiiip."* 


i Su(Ji An ncceuilvit rwhl be conn-my » Motlem Uw: buf people would Iwk leniently 
upen the pcccsdiU* flf hciiEBilifta m sitklM* s faithlo* trifc. Mmeover ihe youth 
of the blood Toyni sftd jf eirr f^tire* ni wni said by n boy of viecrayaf fainLy 

in Egypt lo hi* tutor who reproathed him foe iinncc«Mrtly diootingdown s jmnt (dd nran. 

* /inb. **Shifk," pafttterthip, nfsntitij Of ssaocisTing gwJj with Gotl; polythrifoit 

eipeeiAlly It-vcElcd nt tbc Hindu tiindtwn, Guctirr ilualitm add Gimitun Trinirarianum 





Alp La)xah wa Laylah. 


i8i 

When he ceased redtinc 1 wept again and prayed bis fwdon and 
humbled myself before nim and spoke him softly^ saying to my^ 
self, will work on him with words: so haply he will refrain 
from slaying me, even though he take all 1 nave.*' So I com¬ 
plained CM my suferings and began to tepeat these couplets:—- 

hy thy life and vmr thou just my Ii& thou hidst not t^'en, * But who 
cui bfetk the aevEral^£l^!aw whuth parteth lovert twain! 

Thou kadest Joe with heavy wd^t of longing love, when I • Can hardly 
bear my chemisette for weakness and for pain: 
t marvel not to see my life and soul in nun Um; * 1 marvel much to set my 
fnme sudi severaace-piiings sustain." 

When I ended my verse I wept again; and be took^ at me and 
reviled me in abusive language,' repeating these couplets;— 

"Thou wast all tdcen up with love of other man, not nus; * 'Twu thine to 
show me severanceTace, 'twas only mine to see: 
rtl leave thee foe that first thou wast of me to take thy leave * And patienc 
beat that luning blow thou barest m patiently: 

E'en as thou sou^test other love, so cither love TU seek, * And n»ke the 
grime of murderiag bve thine own atrocity'' 

When he had ended his verses he again cried out to the slave, 
"Cut her in half and free us from h^, for we have no pro6t of 
her." So the sbve drew near me, O Commanda* of the Faithful, 
and 1 ceased bandying verses and made sure of death and, despair' 
ing of life, committed my ad^s to Almighty Allah, when behold, 
the old woman rushed in and threw herself at my husband's feet 
and kissed them and wept and said, "O my son, by the rights of 
my fostemgc and by my long service to thee, 1 conjure thee 
pardon this young lady, for indeed she hath done nothing deserv' 
ing such doom. Thou arc a very young man and I fear lest her 
death be laid at thy door; for it is said;—^Wfaoso slayeth shall 
be slain. As for this wanton (since thou deemest her such) drive 
her out from thy doors, from thy love and from thy heart," And 
she ceased not to weep and importune him tQl he relented and 
said, *T pardon her, but needs must 1 set on her my mark which 
shall show upon her all my life," Then he bade t^ slaves ditag 
me along the ground and lay me out at full length, after stripping 
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me of all my dtstbes;' and when the slaves had so sac upon me 
that I could not move, he fetched in a rod of quince-tree and 
came down widi it upon my body, and continued beating me 
on the back and sides till I lost consciousness from excess of pain, 
and I despaired of life. Then he comnsanded the slaves to take 
me away as soon as it was dark, together with the old woman to 
show them the way and throw me upon the floor of the bouK 
wherein I dwelt before my marria^. They did their lord s 
bidding and cast me down in my old home and went their ways. 
1 did not revive irom my swoon till dawn apjpeared, when 1 
applied myself to the dressing of my woun^ with ointments and 
other medicaments; and I meoicined myself, but my sid^ and ribs 
still showed signs of the rcxl as thou hast seen. I lay in weakly 
and confined to my bed for four months befcffc I was able to 
rise and health returned to me. At the end of that rime 1 went to 
the house where all this had happened and found it a ruin; the 
street had been pulled down endlong and rubbish-heaps rose 
where the building erst was; nor could J learn how this bad 
come about. Then I betook myself to this my sister on my 
father's side and found her with these two black bitches. 1 sa- 
luted her and told her what had bedded me and the whole of my 
story and she said, “O my sister, who is safe from the despite of 
Time and secure? Thanks be to Allah who has brought thee off 
safely;" and she began to say;— 

"Sudj ia tbe World, so bar a pitieiit heart * Wlitn riches leave thee and 
whm 

Then she told me her own story, and what had happened to her 
with her two sisters and how matters had ended; so we abode 
together and the subject of marriage was never on O'Ur tongues for 
all these years. After a while we were joined by our other sister, 
the procuratrix, who goeth out every morning and boycth all we 
require for the day and night; and we continued in such condi' 
tion till this last night. In the morning our sister went out, as 
usual, to make her market and then bael us what befel from 
bringing the Porter into the house and admitting these three 
Kalandar-tnen. We entreated them kindly and honourably and 
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a quarter of the night had not passed ere three grave and rc' 
speciabk merchants from. MosuJ joined u$ and told as their 
adventures. We sat talking with them Ijut on one condition 
which they violated, whereupon we treated them as sorted with 
their Isrcsjch of promise, and made them repeat the account they 
had given of themselves. Tliey did our bidding and we forgave 
their offenre; so they departed from us and this morning we 
were unexpectedly summoned to thy presence. And such is 
our story! The Caliph wondered at her w'ords and bade the 
tale be recorded ajid chronicled and laid up in his muniment' 

chambers.-And Shahraad perceived the dawn of day and 

c eased saying her permitted say. 


lihttt it tsas the .^inetecntfl 

She continued. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the 
Caliph commanded this story and those of the sister and the 
Kalandars to be recorded in the archives and be set in the roy^ 
munim^t'dumbers. Then he asked the eldest lady, the mis' 
tress of the house, "Knowest thou the whereabouts of the Ifritah 
spelled thy sisters?”; and she answered, “O Conunander of 
the Faithful, she gave me a ringlet of her hair saying;—Whenas 
thou wouldesc see me, hum a couple of these hairs and I will be 
with thee forthrioht, even though I were beyond Caucasus' 
mountain.” Quom the Caliph, “Bring me hither the haif.” So 
she faroc^t it and he threw the whole lock upon the fire. As 
soon as the odour of the burning hair dispread itself, the palace 
shook and trembled, and all present heard a rumbling and rolling 
of thunder and a noise as of wings and lo! the Jinniyah who had 
been a serpent stood in the Caliph’s presence. Now st^ was a 
Mos l emah , so she saluted him and said, “Peace he with thee O 
Vicar* of Allah;" whereto he replied, “And with thee also be 
peace and the mercy of Allah and His blessing." Then she cori' 
tinned, “Know* that this damsel sowed for me the seed of kind' 
ness, wherefor I cannot enough requite her, in that she deliver^ 
me from death and destroyed mine enemy. Now 1 had seen how 
her sisters dealt with her and felt myself bound to avenge her 
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on them. At tot I was minded to slay them, but I feaced it 
would be grievous to beTt so I transformed them bo bitches ^ 
but if thou desire their rcleasei O Commander of the FaithfuL I 
will release them to pleasure thee and her far 1 am of the Mgs' 
lems.’* Quoth the Caliph, “Release them and after we will look 
into the aflair of the beaten lady and consider her case carefuUyj 
and if the truth of her story be evidenced 1 will exact retaliation' 
frran him who wroneed her,” Said the Ifritah, “O Commander 
of the Faithful, I wdl forthwith release them and will discover 
to thee the man who did tliat deed by this lady and wronged her 
and cook her property, and be is the nearest of all men to thee!" 
So saying she took a cup of water and muttered a spell over it 
and uttered words there was no understanding; then she 
sprinkled some of the water over the faces of the two bitches, 
saying, “Return Co your former human shape!" whereupon they 
were restored to their natural forms and fell to praising their 
Creator. Then said the Ifritah, "O Commander of the Faithful, 
of a truth he who scourged this lady xvith is thy son Al'Amin 

brother of Al'Maamun;* for he had heard of her beauty and love^ 
tiness and he played a lover’s stratagem with her and married her 
according to the law and committ^ the crime (such as it is) of 
scourging her. Yet indeed he is not to be blamed for beating her, 
for he bid a condition on her and swore her by a solemn oatn not 
to do a (srtain thing; however, she was false to her vow and he 
was minded to put her to death, but he feared Almighty Allah 
and contented himself with scourging her, as thou hast seen, and 
with sending her back to her ow*n pbce. Such is the story of the 
second bdy and the Lord know^eth all.” When the Caliph heard 
these words of the Ifritah, and knew who had beaten the damsel, 
he marvelled with mighty marvel and said, “Praise be to Allah, 
the Most Hiah, the Almighty, w'ho hath shown his exceeding 
mercy towards me, enabling me to deliver these two damsels 
fre^ sorcery and torture, and vouchsafing to let me know the 
secret of this lady’s history ! And now by Allah, we will do a 
deed which shall be recorded of us after we are no more," Then 
he summoned his son Al'Amin and questioned him of the story 
of the second bdy, the portress; and he told it in the face of truth; 
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whereupon the Caliph bade caU into presence the Kazis and their 
witnesses and the three Kalandars and the first lady with her 
aistets^erman who had been ensorcelled; and he married the 
three to the three Kakndars W'hom he knew to be princes and 
sons of Kings and he appointed them chamberlains about his 
person, assigning to them stipends and allowances and aU that 
they reouiied, and lodging them in his palace at Baghdad. He 
retumea the beaten bdy to his son, Aj'Amin, renewing the 
marriage'conttact between them and gave her great wealth and 
bade rebuild the house fairer than it was before. As for himself 
be took CO wife the procuratrix and lay with her that night: 
and nert day he set apart for her an apartment in his Serraglio, 
with handnuidens for her service and a fiaed daily allowance. 
And the people marvelled at thdr Caliph's generosity and 
natural beneficence and princely widsom; ncEr did he for^t to 
send ail these histories to be recorded in his annals, when 
Shahrazad ceased speaking Dunyazad exclaimed, "O my own 
sister, by Allah in very sooth this is a right pleasant tale and a 
delectable; never was heard the like of it, but pnthee cell roe now 
another story to w^hile away what yet remaineth of the waking 
hours of this our night/' She replied, “With love and gladness n 
the King give me leave;*' and be sai^ “Tell thy tale and tell it 
<iuickly.'' So she began, in these words. 


THE TALE OF THE THREE APPLES. 

They relate, O King of the age and lead of the time and of these 
days, that the CaKph Harun al-Rashid summoned his Wadr 
Ja'afar one night and said to him, '*1 desire to go down into the 
dty and question the oammon folk ooniceming the conduct of 
those charged with its governance; and those ofwhom they com' 
plain we will depose from office and those whom they commend 
we will promote." Quoth Ja'afar, “Hearkening and obedience 1" 
So the Caliph went down with Ja’afor and Eunuch Masrur bo the 
town and walked about the streets and markets and, as they were 
threading a narrow alley, they came upon a vexy old man with a 
fishingmet and crate to carry email on his head, and in his 
hand a staff; and, as he walked at a leisurely pace, he repeated 
these lines; — 
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"'They m me:—Thou ^ ligbc to iiiaduml ’ With thy lore as the ni^t 

wfaidi the Moon doth uptightl 

I answer, '"A tnjuc to your jests and ytHir gibes; * Without luidc what U leatn-' 
mg?—a pocjr-dEvil wt|pt! 

If they tJee me ttj pawn with my tore in tny poudi, * With my voluiaes to read 
and my mksi^ase to write. 

For ooe day"$ provision ihey never could pledge me; * A* hlcely on E>oofTi»day 
to draw bill at sight;'" 

Hiiw poarly* indeed, doth It fure wT th? pocff* * With hb, piuper criitmse and 
beggarly pli^t; 

fn suGamer he fiJeth prerviaina to find; " In winter the fire-potV hii only 
iklight: 

The sEreevdoeft with bito and with bark to him nse, * And each kwl rcceivM 
hfm with bark and with bite: 

If he Eft lip his vmoe and complain cf bii wmfiga ' None pities or heed* him, 
howevet he*s right ^ 

And when sorrows iitd evil* Lke these he must brave • His hippies home^ 
stead down in the ^ave. 

When tKe Caliph heard his> verses he said to Ja'afc, this 
poor man and note his verses, for surely they point to his neces' 
si ties/’ Then he accosted hho and asked, “O Shaykh, what be 
thine occupation?" and the poor man answered, “O my lord; 1 
am a fisherman with a lamily to keep and 1 have been out between 
mid-day and this ciroe.and not a thing hath Allah made my portion 
wherewithal to feed my family. I cannot even pawn myself to 
buy them a supper and S hate and disgust my hie and I hanker 
after death." Quoth the C^pb, ‘^'Siy me, wilt thou return with 
us to Tigris' hank and caat thy net on my luck, and whatsoever 
tumeth up I will buy of thee for an hundred gold pieces?" The 
man rejoiced when he heard these words and said,"On my head 
be it! I will go back with you;" and, returning with them river' 
wards, made a cast and waited a w^hiie: then he nauled in the rope 
and dragged the net ashore and there appeared in it a chest pad' 
locked and heavy. The Caliph e ra min ed it and lifted it finding ir 
weighty; so he gave the fishennan two hundred dinars and sent 
him about his business; whilst Masrur, aided by tlw Caliph, 
carried the chest to the palace and set it down and lighted tlw 
candles. Ja'afar and Masmr then broke it open and found therein 
a basket of palm'Ieaves corded with red worsted. This they cut 
open and saw within it a piece of carpiC which they lifted out, 
and under it was a woman's mantilla tblded in four, which they 
pulled out; and at the bottom of the chest they came upon a 
young lady, fair as a silver ingot, slain and cut into nineteen 
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pieces. When the Caliph looked upon her be ched, “Alas 1" and 
tears ran down his checks and turning to Ja'ai^ he said, “O 
dog of Wazics/ shall folk be murdered in our reign and be cast 
into the river to be a burden and a responsibility for us on the 
Day of Doom? By Allah, we must avenge this woman on her 
murderer and be shall be made die the worst of deaths?" And 
presently he added, “Now, as surely as we are descended from 
the Sons of Abbas,* * if thou brinff us not him who slew her, that 
we do her justice on him, I wfll hang thee at the gjite of my 
palace, thee and forty of thy kith and fcui by thy side.' And the 
Caliph was wroth with exceeding rage. C^oth Ja'afar, “Grant 
me three days’ delay;” and quotn the Caliph. '*We grant thee 
this.” So ja'afar went out from before him and returned to his 
own house, full of sorrow and saying to himself, “How shall I 
End him who murdered th tfi damsel, that 1 may bring him before 
the CaEph? If I bring other than the murderer, it will be laid 
to my charge by the L^d: in very sooth i wot not what to do,” 
He kept his house three days and on the fourth day the Caliph 
sent one of the Chamberlains for him and, as he came into die 
presence, asked him, “Where is the murderer of the damsel?” to 
which answered Ja'afar, “O Commander of the Faithful, am I 
inspector of murdered folk that 1 should ken who killed her?” 
The Caliph was furious at his answer and bade hang him before 
the palacc'gate and commanded that a crier cry through the 
streets of Bagdad, “Whoso would see the hanging of Ja'afar, 
tlK Barmaki, Warir of the Caliph, with forty of the Barmecides,* 
his cousins and Idnsmen, before the palace'gate, let Kim come and 
let him took!” The people flocked out from all the quarters of 
the dty to witness the execution of Ja'af^ and his kinsmen, not 
knowing the cause, Tb^ they set up the g^lows and made 
Ja'afar and the others stand underneath in readiness for execu'* 
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don, but whilst eviery eye was looking for the Caltpb s signal, 
and the crowd wept foe Ja'alar and hia cousins of the Bonse^ 
ddes. In and behold! a young man iinr of face and neat of dress 
and of favour like the moon raining light, with eyes black and 
bright, and brow flower-white, and chwks red as rose and young 
down where the beard grows, and a mole like a grain of amb^gris, 
pushed his way through the people till he stood unmediately 
Defore the Wadr and said to him, '"Safety to thee front this strait, 
O Prince of the Emirs and Asylum of the poor! I am the man 
who slew the woman ye found in the chest, so hang me for her 
and do her justice on me!'^' When Ja'afar heard the youth's 
confession he rejoiced at his own deliverance, but grieved and 
sorrowed for the fair youth; and w'hiUt they were yet talking 
behold, another man well stricken in years pressed forwards 
through the people and thrust his way amid the populace till he 
came to Ja'af^ and the youth, whom he saluc^ saying. “Ho 
thou the Wazir and Prince sans-peer! believe not the words of 
this youth. Of a surety none murdered the damsel but 1; take 
her wreak on me rhfs moment; for, an thou do not thus, I will 
require it of thee before Almighty Adah." Then quoth the 
young man, "O Wazir, this is an old man in his dotage who 
wotteth not whatso he saith ever, and I am he who murdered her, 
so do thou avenge her on mef' Quoth the old man, “O my son, 
thou art young and desircst the joys of the world and I am old 
and weary and surfeited with the world: I will oRer my life as a 
ransom for thee and for the Warir and his cousins. No one mur*' 
dered the damsel but I, so Allah upon thee, make haste to hang 
me, for no life is left in me now that hers is gone.” The Wazir 
marvelled much at all this strangeness and, taking the young man 
and the old man, carried them before the Caliph, where, after 
kissing the ground seven rimes between his hands, he said, “O 
Comi^der of the Faithful, I bring thee the murderer of the 
damsel I” "Where is he?", asked the Caliph and Ja'afar answered, 
"This young man saith, I am the murderer, and this old man 
giving him the lie saith, I am the murderer, and behold, here arc 
the twain standing before thee.” The Caliph looked at the old 
man and dm young man and asked, “Whi^ of you killed the 
girl?" The young man replied, "No one slew her save I;*' and 
the old man answered, "Indeed none killed her but myself," 
Then said the Oliph to Ja’alhr, “Take the twain and hang them 
both;” but Ja'afar rejoin^, "Since one of them was the murderer, 
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to hang the other were mere injustice."* * ''By Him who raised 
the firmament and dispread the earth llice a carpet," cried the 
youth, ‘■‘I am he who slew the damsel;” and he went on to 
describe the manner of her murder and the basket, the mantilla 
and the bit of carpet, in lact all that the Caliph had found upon 
her. So the Caliph was certified that the young man was the 
murderer; whereat he wondered and asked him, "What was the 
cause of thy wrongfully doing this damsel to die and what made 
thee confess the murder without the bastinado, and what 
brought thee here to yield up thy life, and what made thee say 
Do her wreak: upon me?” The youth answered, “Know, O 
Commander of the Faithful, that this woman was my wife and the 
mother of my children; also my first cousin and the daughter of 
my paterml unde, this old man who is my father's own Brother. 
When 1 married her she was a maid* and Allah blessed me with 
three male children by her; she bved me and served me and I 
saw no evil in her, for I also loved her with fondest love. Now 
on the first day of this month she fell ill with grievous sickness 
and 1 fetched in physicians to her; but recovery came to her 
little by little ancC when I wished her to go to the Hammaxti' 
bath, she said, “There is a something I long w before I go to the 
bath and 1 long for it with an exceeding bnging,” “To hear is 
to comply,’*' said I, “And what is it?" C^otb she, “I have a 
queasy craving for an apple, to smell it and bite a bit of it.” 1 
replied, “Hadst thou a thousand longinga 1 would try to satisfy 
them!" So I went on the instant into the dty and sought for 
apples but could find none; yet, had they cost a gpld piece ^ch, 
would 1 have bought them. 1 was vexed at this and went home 
and said, “O dauehter of my uncle, by Allah [ can find none!" 
She was distressed, being yet very we^y, and her weakness in' 
(Teased gteatly on her t^t night and I felt anxious and alarmed 
on her account. As soon as morning dawned I went out again 
and made the round of the giardens, one by one, but found no 
apples anywhere. At last there met me an old gardener, of who m 
I asked about them and be answered, ”0 my son, this fruit is a 

* Arak the tfccdliEiv of im)nArch''i nni. One of ihe Ktyitiga of Mahimintfi, 

tiuoE^ Kinufioji! endurc'sh with Kuk Qt inSdeUtr (i. f. viliioiit Aficrptins 
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rarity with us and is not nour to be found save in the garden of 
the Cominanider of the Faithful at Bassorah, where the gardener 
keepeth it for the Caliph's eating/' I returned to my house 
troubled by my dl'success; and my love for my wife and ray 
adection moved me to undertake the journey. So I gat me ready 
and sec out and travelled fifteen days and nights, going and 
ctxning, and brought her three apples which I bought from the 
gardener for three dinars. But when I went in to my wife and 
set them befeme hetp she took no pleasure in them and let them 
lie by her side; for her weakness and fever had increased on her 
and her malady lasted without abating ten days, after which 
time she began to recover health. So I left my house and be¬ 
taking me to my shop sat there buying and selling; and about 
midday behold, a great ugly black slave, long as a Unce and 
broad as a bench, passed by my shop holding in hand one of the 
three apples wherewith he was pbying. Quoth 1, my good 
slave, tell me whence thou tookest that apple, that 1 may get the 
like of it?” He laughed and answered, "I got it from my tnis' 
tress, for I had been absent and on my return I found her lying ill 
with three apples by her side, and she said to me, ‘My homed 
wittol of a husband made a journey for them to Bassorah and 
bought them for three dinars/ So! ate and drank with her and 
took, t hi s one from her/’^ When I heard such words from the 
slave, O CJommander of the Faithful, the world grew black before 
my tice, and 1 arose and locked up my shop and went homfij 
b^de myself for excess of rage, I looked for the apples and 
finding oniy two of the three asked my wife, "O my cousin, 
where is the third apple?"; and raising her head languidly she 
answered, "I wot not, O son of my uncle, where 'tia gone!" 
This convinced me that the slave had spoken the truth, so 1 took 
a knife and coming behind her upon her breast without a 
word said and cut her throat. Then I hewed olf her head and 
her limbs in pieces and, wrapping her in her mantilla and a rag of 
carpet, hurriedly sewed op the whole which I set in a chest and 


Ut It mppmed that tJuvea omnot help cdUpts thw futsl Ym- iwy-bookt 
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locking ic tight, loaded it on my be^mule and thiew it into the 
Tigris with my own hands. So Allah upon thee, O Com- 
mander of the Faithful, make hasDe to hang me, as I lest she 
appeal for vengeance on Resurrection I>ay. For, when I had 
t^own her into the river and none knew aught of it, as 1 went 
hack home 1 found tny eldest son crying and yet he Icne w naught 
of what I had done with his mother. 1 ask^ him, “What hath 
made thee weep, my boyT' and he answered, **1 took one of the 
three apples w hirh were by my mammy and went down into 
the lane to play wiA my brethren when behold, a big long black 
slave snatched it from my hand and said, "Whence hadst thou 
this?" Quoth h "My fother travelled iar for it, and brought it 
from Bassorah for my mother who was ill and two other apples 
for which he paid three ducats.' He took no heed of my words 
and 1 asked for the apple a second and a third time, but he cuffed 
me and kicked me and went off with it. I was afraid lest my 
mother should swinpe me on account of the apple, so for fear of 
her I went with my orothcr outside the dty ana stayed there till 
evening dosed in upon us; and indeed I am in foar of her; and 
now by Allah, O my father, say nothing to her of this or it may 
add to her ailmend” When 1 heard what my chilfl said I knew 
that the slave was be who had foully slandered my wifo, 
daughter of my uncle, and w^as certified that I had slain her wrong' 
fuUy. So 1 wept widi ejtoeeding weeping and presently this dd 
man, my paternal unde and her father, came in; and I told him 
what had happened and he sat down by my side and wept and we 
ceased not weeping till midnight. We have kept up mourning for 
her these last 6 ve ^ys and we lamented her in the deepest sorrow 
for that she was unjustly done to die. This came from the 
gratuitous lying of the slave, the blackamoor, and this was the 
manner of my killing her; so 1 conjure thee, by the honour of 
thine ancestors, make haste to kill me and do her justice upon me, 
as there is no living for me after her !'* The Caliph marvelled at 
his words and said, “By Allah, the young man is excusable: 1 will 
hang none but the accursed sbve and I ^1 do a deed which shall 
oomfort the ilt^at'Case and suffering, and which shall please the 

All'glorious King.’"-And Shalirazad perceived the dawn of 

day and ceased saying her permitted say. 
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CBIltn It t^e 1&srntietf| 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Citiph 
swore be would hang none but the slave, for the youth was es' 
cusable. Then he turned to /a’afar and said to hini “Bring before 
roe this accursed slave who was the sole cause of this calamity; 
and, if thou bring him not beftae me within three days, thou 
shalt be^ slain in his stead." So Ja'afar fared forth weeping and 
saying, "Two deaths have already beset me, nor shall the crock 
come off safe fram e very shock/ In this roatter craft and cunning 
are of no avail; but He who preserved my life the first time can 
preserve it a second time. By Allah, I will not leave my house 
during the three days of life which remain to me and let the 
Truth (whose perfection be praised!) do e'en as He will.” So he 
kept his house three days, and on the fourth day he summoned the 
K^s and legal witnesses and made his last will and testament, 
and took leave of his children weeping. Presently in rame a 
messen^r from the Caliph and said to him, "'The Commander 
of the Faithful is in the most violent rage that can be, and he 
sendeth to seek thee and he sweareth that the day shall oerrainly 
not pass without thy being hanged unless the slave be forth- 
coming." When Ja'a&r heard this he wept, and his children 
and slaves and all who were in the house wept with him. After 
he had hidden adieu to everybody except his youngest daughter, 
he proceeded to farewell her; for he loved this wnee one, who was 
a b^utiful child, more than all his other children; and he pressed 
her to his Ineast and kissed her and wept bitterly at parting 
from her; when he felt something round inside the bosom of her 
dress and asked her. ”0 my little maid, what is in thy bosom 
pocket?"; “O my ^ther," ^ replied, "it is an apple with the 
name of our Lord the Caliph written upon it. Rayh^ our stave 
brought it to roe four days ago and would not let me have it till 1 
gave him tw'o dinars for it.” Ulien Ja'afor heard speak of the 
slave and the apple, he was glad and put his hand into his child's 
pocket* * and drew out the apple and knew it and rejmoed saying, 
"O ready DispcUer of trouble!"* Then he bade them bring the 


* Thi: Mmh equii-Aient iKccher and inJl. 

* i-f. Where tht Jrcifl bwdy the biiit. 

* He hiuJ tniiC^ in Allah and Jiii tnur wu juidfied 
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slave and said to him, “Fie upon thee, Eayhan! whence haddest 
thou this apple?” “By Allah, O my master/* he replied, “though 
a lie may get a man once olF, yet may truth get him off, and well 
off, again and again, 1 did not steal this apple from palace 
nor from the gardens of the Commander of the Faithful. The 
fact is that five days ago, as I was walking along one of the 
alleys of this city, I saw some little ones at play and this apple in 
hand of one of them. So 1 snatched it from him and beat him 
and he cried and said, *0 youth this apple is my mother's and 
she is ill. She told my fath^ how she longed for an apple, so he 
travelled to Bassorah and bought her thr^ apples for three gold 
pieces, and 1 took one of them to play withal.'' He wept again, 
but 1 paid no heed to what he said and carried it off and brought 
it here, and my little lady bought it of me fee two dinars of gold. 
And this is the whole story.'* When Ja’aiar heard his words he 
marvelled that the murder ^ the damsel and all this misery should 
have been caused by hi$ dave; he grieved for the relation of the 
slave to himself, while rejoicing over bis own deliverance, and he 
repeated these lines:— 

‘‘[f ilt betide ebee through thy * Kiake huq fathngbt thy sacrifice: 

A liun^ thoti ihiiTt tcid, * hfe cam^ otio? ana twice.” 

Then be took the sbve's hand and, leading h i m to the Caliph, 
related the story from 6rst to last and the Caliph marvelled with 
extreme astonishment, and laughed rill he fell on his back and 
ordered that the story he recorded and be made public amongst 
the people. But Ja'a^ said, “Marvel not, O Commander of uie 
Faithful, at this adventure, for it b not more wondrous than the 
History of the Wazir Nur al'DIn AJi of Egypt and his brother 
Shams al^Din Mohammed.” Quoth the Caliph, “Out with it; 
but what can be stranger than this story?” And Ja'afar an¬ 
swered, “O Commander of the Faithful, I will not tell it thee, 
save on condition that thou pardon my slave;” and the Cab'ph 
rejoined, “If it be indeed more wondrous than that of the three 
apples, 1 grant thee his blood, and if not I will surely slay thy 
slave.” ^ Ja'af^ began in th^ words the 



Tale of Nur al'Djn Au and his Son, 


m 


TALE OF NUR AI^DIN ALI AND HIS SON, 

Know, O CV i mfoan der of the Faithful, tha.c in of yoi^ 
Jand of Egypt was rukd by a Sultan endowed with justice and 
geoerostty, one who loved the pious poor and coanpanted with the 
OlcEua and learned men; and ne had a Wazir, a wise and an ex.' 
perienced, well versed in a&irs and in the art of government. 
This Minister, who was a very old man , had two sons, as they 
were two moons; never man saw the like of them /ot beauty and 
grace, the elder called Shams al'Din Mohammed and the younger 
Nut al'Dm Ali; but the younger ex<xl]ed the elder in sKpmlinf^At; 
ai^ ple asin g semblance, so that folk heard his fame in far couq' 
tries and mm Socked to Egypt for the purpose of seeing him in 
course cf time their father, the Waar, died and was deeply re^ 
grett^ and mourned by the Sultan, who sent his two eons 
and, investing them wi^ dresses of honour,' said to th ^, “Let 
not your hearts be troubled, for ye shall stand in your lather's 
stead and be joint Ministers of ^ypt.“ At this ^ey rejoiced 
and kissed the gtr^d before him and peifonned the ceremonial 
mourning for their father during a full month; after wMch 
they entered upon the Waziracc, and the power passed into their 
bands as it had been in the hands of their father, ea rh doing duty 
for a wedc at a time. They lived under the aamg roof and their 
word was one; and whenever the Sultan desired to travel they 
it by turns to be in attendance on him. It fortuned one 
night that the Sultan purposed setting out oo a journey nest 
morning, and the elder, whose turn it was to accompany him ^ 
was sitting conversing with his brother and said to him , “O 
my brother, it is my wish that we both many, 1 and thou, two 
sisters; and go in to our wi^-cs on one and tlse same ni^t." 
“Do, O my brother, as thou desirest," the younger replied, ''for 
right is thy reddng and surely 1 will comply with dice in whatso 
thou sayest.” So they agt^d upon tl^ and quoth Shamg al^ 
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Din, ‘‘If AUah decree that we loany two dam^eb and gp in to 
them on the same night, and they shall conceive on their bride' 
nights and brar chiltEen to us on the same day, and by Allah's 
will thy wife bear thee a son and my wife be^ me a daughter, 
let ua wed them either to other, for they will be cousina." 
Quoth Nur abDin, “O my brother. Shams al-EHn, what dower‘ 
wilt thou require from my son for thy daughter?" Quoth Shams 
al'Din, "1 wdl take three thousand dinars and three pleasure 
dens and three fanns; and it would not be ^emly that the youth 

contract for less than thia." When Nur al-Din heard such 
demand he saii "What manner of dower is thia chou wouldest 
impftfg upon my son? Wottest thou not that we are brothers and 
both by Allah’s grace Wazirs and equal in ofitce? It behoveth 
thee to offer thy daughter to my son without marriage settle' 
ment; or, if one need 1^ it should represent a mere comiml ^-aiue 
by way of show to the world: for thou knowest that the mas' 
riilm e is worthier chan the feminine, and my son is a male and our 
memory will be preserved by him, not by thy daughter." '‘‘Bur 
what," said Shams al-E^m, "is she to have?"; and Nur al'Din 
continued, 'Through her w’e shall not be remembered among the 
Emirs of the earth; but J see thou wouldest do with me according 
to the saying;—An thou wouldst bluff off a buyer, ask him j^S 
price and higher- or as did a man who, they say, went to a fnend 
and asked something of him being in necessity and was an- 
swered, 'Bismilbh,* * in the name of Allah, I wdll all what thou 
requirest but come to-morrow!' Whereupon the other replied 
in this verse:— 

he who » aileil a favour aith "Tt«narrow,'' * The wise man wot* 'ti* 
viin to beg or borrow.’” 

Queth Shams al-Din. "BastaF i see thee fail in respect to me by 
makmg thy son of more account than my daughter; and 'tis plain 
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that thine underatanding is of the meanest and that thou tackest 
manners. Thou remindest me of thy partnership in the Waaiiate» 
when I admitted thee to share with me only in pity for thee, and 
not wishing to mortify thee; and that thou mightest help me as a 
manner of assistant. But since thou talkest on this wise, by 
Allah, 1 wilt never marry my daughter to thy son; no, not for her 
weight in gold?" When Nur al'Din heard his toother's words he 
waxed wroth and said, '* *And 1 too, I ixfill never, never marry my 
son to thy daughter; no, not to keep from my lips the cup of 
death.” Shams al'[>m replied, *‘‘1 would not accept him as a hus' 
band for her, and he is not worth a paring of her nail. Were 1 
not about to travel I would make an example of thee; however 
when I return thou shale see, and I will a^w thee, how 1 can 
assert my dimity and vindicate my honour. But Allah doeth 
whatso He willeth."^ When Nur sJ-Din heard tbia speech from 
his brother, he was filled vprith tory and lost hrs wits for rage; 
but he hid what he felt and held his peace; and each of me 
brothers passed the night in a place far apart, wild with wrath 
against the other. As soon as morning dawned the Sultan fared 
forth in state and crossed over from Cairo* to Ji^ah* and made 
for the Pyramids, accompanied by the Warir Shams ahDin, whose 
turn of duty it was, whilst his brother Nur aJ-Diti, who passed 
the night in sore tage, rose with the hght and piuycd the dawn* 
prayer. Then he &tciok himself to ms treasury and, taking a 
small of saddle'bags, filled them with gold; and he called to 
mind his brother's threats and‘ the contempt wherewith he had 
treated him, and he repeated these couplets:— 

“Trawl! ansi thou $halr find iifW frifind^ for old Ofkts left bdiij^; * Toil! for 
the 5w?set3 of huuniin tde by tdl ami inail m 
The Btay-at-hom* no honour wii\s ntr aught attnuif but want; * Scj kaw 
thy plduiT of birth* and wander aU the world around! 
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wrilten with chiznctEjii^th: Ardb hLnfidiir; and It h irue tn ndture. In E^^nd wc hitr 
Jicird of a iiieii wlt£j Aepanied kam b’s wj-h; tx^stiiie he wiihe^i to dine »e iiix ittd ahe 
preferred hfl]f-pAtE ik. 

* Arab. Tbe whkh cofm of # very indent bouie, vm 

apyltcd to dkc $ui«eiaE Capital ^Inur iTie time of iti cHru^LtcEt by the ChmanJi Turki A,ll. 

* The Arili. =dcirt, ewtffiij the irrttkm TllStife i* the ittr of Jn tneraat l^grptian 

dtf, M the "Cblzah irwcripcKin” pwoi iBrngsehi HiiltBT of Egypt, Th 415}^ 

Mrstb. Dtcrally rpc^i^i^ ”b^nb-pbiic" but iImi uaed fur native 

cftjjitTy”: tliua ai-Wntanf'— jMtriMBni. The Turkd pronoum it ”Vai4n|‘^ 

wJiicik the Ft^Eii have cuniod into Va-t'en! 



Alp Laylah wa Laylah. 


ig 8 


I'w son. and Very oft J've Msenn bow stoQibog water stinb. * * And only fiowinf? 

fWMteia it and trotting tnafcea it s^d: 
AndwettbejnoonfcreveifijnancliKtftowaiorwaiiE. Manwoolddot 
strain his watchful eyes to see its gladj^ round: , „ 

Except the lion leave hia bir he ne w would fcJi his gunc; Except the arrow 

Irave the bow ne shad a reached its bou^ .* j 

Gokhdust is dust the while it lifcs untravelled m the nuot. And aicpcs'wooa 

incre fuel is upon its native gioi^: _^ ^ 

And gold shill win hn highest worth when fiom his gpal unfii»l d. And aloes 
tP foreign parts gnswoostliiT chan gpli^’ 


When he ended his verse he bade one of his pagra saddle him his 
Nubian mare-muk with her padded sells. Now ^hc was 
ercy,^ w-^th ears like need-pens and legs like columns and a back 
high and strong as a dome builded on pillars; her saddle was of 
gdd'cloth and her stirrups of Indian steel, and her housmg of 
Ispahan velvet; she had trappings which would serve the Ch^ 
nST^d she was like a bride adorned far her wedding night. 
Moreover he bade lay on her back a piece of silk for a seat, and a 
prayer-carpet under which were his saddle-bags, when this wm 
done he said to his pages and sbves “I pu^ going^ forth 
a-pleasiiring outside the city on the road to^lyu^wwn,-and I 
shall lie three nights abroad; so let none ^ ym toUow me, to 
there is somitthing straitenetb toy breast. Then he moont^ 
the mule in haste; and, taking with him some pro vaunt to the 
way set out froin Cairo and faced the open and unculU’^tc 
country lying around it.* About noontide he entered Biibaya- 
dty,* where he dismounted and stayed awhile to rest hij^tf 
and his mule and ate some of be victual. He bought at Bdteys 
all he wanted for himself and tora^ for his mule and then tared 
on the way of the waste. Towards night-fell he entered a towir 
called Sa’adiyah* where he alighted and tc»k out somewhat of 
his viaticum and ate; then he spread his strip ol silk on the sand 
and set the saddle-bags under his head and slept in the open air; 


I Ar*h, "Xanairirih" = the eokw trf » m iwflinif ( 7 «imit). 
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for he ^vaJ^ still over come with anger. When morning dawned 
he mounted and rode onward rill he reached the Holy City.’ 
jenisalem, and thence he made Aleppo, where he diamoiinit^ 
at one of the caravanserais and abode three days to rest himself 
and the mule and to smell the air.* Then, being determined to 
travel afar and Allah having written sofet>' in his fate, he set out 
again, wending without wotting whither he was going; and, 
having follen in with certain couriers, he stinted not travelling 
till he bad reached Bassorah-dty albeit he knew not what the 
place was. It was dark night when he alighted at the Khan, so 
ne spread out Elis prayer'carpet and took down the saddle-ba^ 
from the back of me mule and gave her with her furniture in 
charge of the doGT'keeper that he might walk her about. The 
man took her and did as he was bid. Now it ao happened that 
the Warir of Baasorah, a man shot in years, was sitting at the 
latrice-window of his palace opposite the Khan and he saw the 
porter walking the mule up and down. He was struck by her 
trappings of price and thought her a nice beast fit for the riding 
of 9 /arirs or even of royal ties; and the more he looked the more 
was he perplexed till at last he said to one of his pages, '‘"Bring 
hither yon door-keeper.” The page went and returned to the 
Warir with the porter who kissed the ground between his hands, 
and the Minister asked him, “Who is the owner of yonder mule 
and what manner of man is he?”: and he answered, "O my lord, 
the owner of this mule is a comely young man of pleasant man¬ 
ners, withal grave and dignified, and doubtless one of the sons of 
the merchants,” Vy^en toe Warir heard the door-keeper's words 


^ Anil. "*AUKudj’" = hciJlEiCK. There w few citiEB prfaith its oiir tiay have leu duni 
ia tMi ritk than JcnLuLcm; arnit CUTUiat to aaj-j dit “Hnlf Lattd'^' ihnWi Qinitiin.! 

utd Mfisbini mU. in thw wmi form. The onlif (if it c*ii be oJfcJ oDf> which 

produm mm in Syiia if the Drya*. ''Hcihficn4fnclef Juden" ire proverbifL and nothing 
con be tnjtuttr ihui che Chfinlunt while iht MoaleiTM anc fomed Utr tmchf r?' 

^ Arab. il-Kawl/* In vojgnr bo the au** U to t*Vc ■ waJlc, 

wpectdllj' our of wwn. There ii ■ pCCaEiar Egyptian fcxti-ral calkij '^Shamn] 

(smelling tlie Zephyr) which begmi Ettitcr-6ianday (O.S.S, thia Cjamfyrttiilmg with 
the Persian Kau-roi* Vernal cqulicHt anJ introducing fhc 6fiy daw of ‘'Khattmiaiin'^ 
Of (hot docft windjh On awakEnlng, the people Jirdl nr^i baihc iheir lemplei 

with viiKgJET fn which an (Hiioa ku been idukjcd dnJ bivak thcit fast with a "ftiikh” cr 
drift! =mullEC From Lake Mcnaalah: the bee Hekckiyan Bey had the 6fh4kettdi 

cuuzieed in one pubik g^en atrid found 70,000. The rot of the day a apem eut of deur^ 
^Gypuyifig^" and famFliet grei«lv enjoy ihcmidKB on ihme Docaikmv. For ■ longer 
dcf^ptUin ace Ji paper hy my eaceUarn frieAal Voarab Artiit Patha, iti riie Bulletin de 
ITiutitui 2n4 wrks. No. 4^. Cfim^ J have outked ibt Mirfsi f»mb- 

w^ccrl ackt aibcr windf in the Land of MidUn, 23. 
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he arose forthright; and, momiting his horse, rode to the Khan^ 
and went in to Nur ahDin who, seeing the Ministef making 
towards hi in . rose to his feet and advanced to meet him and 
sainted him. The Wasir welcomed him to Bassotah and dis- 
mounting, embraced htm and made him sit down by his aide and 
said, “O my son, whence comest thou and what dost thou seek?" 
“O my lord,” Nur al-Din replied, ‘"'I have come from Cairo-aty 
of which my father was whilome Wasir; but he hath been re¬ 
moved to the grace of Allah" and he informed him of all that 
had befallen him from beginning to end, adding, “1 am resolved 
never to return home before 1 have seen all the dties and coun' 
tries of the world.’' When the Wadr heard this, he said to him, 
“O my son, hearken not to the voice of passion lest it cast thee 
into the pit; for indeed many regions be waste places and I fear 
for thee the turns of Time." Then he let load the saddle-bags 
and the silk and prayer<arpet3 on the mule and carried Nur al- 
Din to his own house, where he lodged him in a pleasant place 
and entreated him honourably and made much of him, for he 
inclined to love btm with esceeding love. After a while he 
said to him, “O my son, here am I left a man in years and 
have no male children, but Allah hath blessed me with a daughter 
who evencth thee in beauty; and I have rejected all her many 
suitors, men of rank and substance. But affection for thee hath 
entered into my heart; say me, then, wilt them be to her a hus¬ 
band? If thou accept this, I will go up with thee to the Sultan 
of Da^rah^ and will tell him that thou art my nephew, the son 
of my brother, and bring thee to be appointed Warir in my 
place that I may keep the bouse for, by Allah, O my son, I am 


So k che djiyi "Matmiulte Egri’t ^ of mnk wodd not crow the 

vtTtcc on foot. 

^ Ar^H The city nw iev decay md nat to flomi'ili ii&ajci til] the idvcnt of ihc 

Euplimtc* VsiIIev R.R,, ii a niodeni fJacc, funcdtil in A.R 15^ hj the Caliph Ommir upon 
like Aylahi i f«tkr of the Tiifrnt l-kre, KcorJiflg to Al-Hariri^ [he “whjilrt Jiul the 
liwili piKir asdr a* the tiile the riirtr, 

iti Atiram ihown pmU{t7p ch^'seg ami flerwir^ 


In Ita far. famed marktf.piAee, AirMarb*ii| ppetni uaed to be and dke-cty 

fkmDui for iti moiqun nnd Saint^hriac^^ fair iipomcn Ritd echooi cf Gtiimmar which 
rivalled th^t of Kufah. Sut nlrtady kn AK-fliuin't day (tiat. A,E1. 446^^ AM-, liWOj 
iiad Llra*n tJF rnMtb o^ iii pcpulatkm- 
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stricken in years and aweary.” When Nur al'-Dm heard the 
Wazir’s words, he bowed his head in modesty and said, ‘"To hear 
is to obey T’ At this the Waiir rejotoed and bade his servants 
piepare a and decorate the great assembly-hall, wherein they 
were wont to celebrate the marriages of Emirs and Granddes. 
Then he assembted his friends and ue notables of the rer^ and 
the merchants of Bassorah and when all stood before him he said 
to them, ”1 had a brother who was Wa^ir in the land of Eg>'pt, 
and Allah Almighty blessed him with two sons, W'hilst to me, as 
well ye wot. He hath given a daughter. My brother charged me 
to many my daughter to one of his sons, tvhereto 1 assented; and, 
when my daughter was of age to marry, he sent me one of his 
sons, the young man now present, to whom I purpose marrying 
her, drawing up the contract and celebrating the night of tmveih 
ing with due ceremony: for he is nearer and dearer to me than a 
stranger and, after the wadding, if he please he shall abide with 
me, or if he desire to travel I will forward him and his wife to 
his father’s home." Hereat one and all replied, ^'Right is thy 
recking;" and they looked at the bridegrotmi and were pleased 
with him. So the W3;dr sent for the Kad and legal witnesses and 
they wrote out the marriage-contract, after which the slaves per¬ 
fumed the guests with incense,^ and served them with sherbet of 
sugar and sprinkled rose-water on them and all went their ways. 
Then the warir bade his servants take Nur al-Din to the Haan- 
mam-baths and sent him a suit of the best of his owm espedal 
raiment, and napkins and to weky and bowls and perfume-bumers 
and all else that was required. After the bath, when he came 
out and donned the dress, he was even as the full moon on the 
fourteenth night; and he mounted his mule and stayed not till 
he reached the Waair's pala^. There be dismounted and went in 
to the Minister and kissed bis hands, and the Wazir bade htm 

welcome.-And Shahtarad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted say. 


^ Tlws n trill iwed. A liitte tneenw or permmtti wood « bumi 

upon Jilt open «n.ux (!MibklLiira}i> dT mAFthtixwiTt or and pnasdl roitruK c-sdi gueic 
fiqldin^ it far a few momETtB Hivicr liu betfd!. In ihfi ScHTwl"i f/rc Firry liomc 

of 'mcciAX^ hrtth leMs fuimamti; the wlwk pefiffli a/to- oitemI inicrcfitiEsc. Ijw (Modr 

chape, vfin uivti an £EluitTdrioi:t of riic MiblUiarah- 
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lUEiett it tails tijt tEtoriUa-nm iltstyt. 

She said. It hath reached O auspicious King, that tlw Wasir 
stood up to him and wefcoming him said, '* Arise and go in to thy 
wife this night, and on the meuTow 1 will carry dice to the Sultan, 
and pray Allah bless thee with all manner of weal," So Nur 
al'Din left him and went in to his wife the Wazir's daughter. 
T^us far coctceming him, but as regards his elder brother, Shams 
al-Din, be was absent with the Sultan a long time and when he 
returned fram his journey he found not bis brotheri and he ^ed 
of his servants and slaves who answered, "On the day of thy 
diepiarture with the Sultan, thy brother mounted his mule fully 
caparisoned as for state procession saying, ‘1 am going towards 
Kaiyub-town and 1 shall ne absent one day or at most two days; 
for my breast is straitened, and let none of you follow me.’ Then 
he fared forth and from that time to this we have heard no tidings 
of bun .” Shams ahDin was greatly troubled at the sudden dis- 
appearance of his brother antfgrieved with exceeding grief at the 
loss and said to hitaself, "This is only because 1 chided and up' 
bcaided him the night before my depart^ with the Sultan; 
haply his feelings were hurt and he fared forth a'travelling; but 
I must send after him." Then he went in to the Sultan and ac- 
ouainted him with what had happened and wrote letters and 
cispatches, which be sent by tunning footmen to his deputies in 
every province. But during the twenty days of his brother's 
absence Nur al'Din had travelled far and had reached Bassorah; 
so after diligent search the messengers failed to come at any 
news of Him and re turned. Thereupon Shams al<'Dm despaired of 
^ding his brother and said, "Indeed 1 went beyond all bounds in 
what I said to him with reference to the marriage of our children. 
V^ould that I tad not done so! This alt cometh of my bek of 
wit and want of caution,” Soon after this be sought in marriage 
the daughter of a Cairene merchant,* and drew up the marriage 
contract and went in to her. And it so chanced that, on the very 

IThc mdcf of THtf Nights w]\\ rcrtiaik that tlw mmliani k ofisn a 
cmiMinlnt md initiitig the highm dlu-mEKirwa. Evrn iht i ra« 

fpf wldkri, iiastamcfi MTrd cti A icik wn "'tJOf ta ht Titu^ 

pefAted."^ In Boctacdo (*■ IS) they m netti c dnilcali ncmini- fCri^Md k» peril ipi the 
ody country which Jin* made her fcKrtimo by uwle, ind much tlikit iride, like b 
lU™ which hatSr Lircrp^ird itnd Brkttilj inJ whkb ytt dkdAuif or a&cti w dudmln the 
trader. Bui the unwcAthy TSTcjudtcc u diKappwiug with the lut gcncratkifitniid fn™ who 
wocH hntt h*If itinrcd ah namtea ™1 cmigM, bttmKift and are now 

ortlir too w* twootne irKfchtntx 
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same night when Shams al-Din went in to his wi^ Nur al'Din 
also went in to his wife the daughter of the Wazir of Bassorah; 
this being in accordance with the will of Almighty Allah, that He 
might the decrees of I>estiny to His creatures, Funher' 
more, it was as the two brothers had said; for their two wives be¬ 
came pregnant by them on the same night and both were hrrmght 
to bed on the same day; the wife of Shams al-Din, Warn of 
Egypt, of a daughter, never in Cairo was seen a faircf; and the 
wife of Nut al-Din of a son, none more beautiful was ever seen in 
his time, as one of the poets said concerning the like of him:—■ 


That jetty hair, that gfouy brow. 

My deodcT'wm^ftd youth, <d 
Can dntmss rotcKi enstion thronr. 
Or nuke it bright^ ehine. 

The dusky mok due f^tly ahow& 

U his dwsk, ahl blame it not: 



The ml 


mlin flower never blows 
Uncarkened by its spoc.* 


And as another also said,— 

K» scent was muak and his cbedc was rose; * Eiis oaetb aie pearls and his 
lips drop wine; 

His form is a brand and his hips a bill; * His hair is oighc and his £ice nunn- 
shine. 

They named the boy Badr al-Din Hasan and his grandfather, the 
Warir of Bassorah, rejoiced in him and, on the seventh day after 
bis birth, made entertainments and spread banquets which would 
be6t the birth of Kings* sons and heirs. Then he took Nur al-Dtn 
and went up with him to the Sultan, and his son-in-law, when he 
came before the presence of the King, kissed the ground between 
his hands and rented these verses, for he was ready of speech, 
firm of sprite ana good in heart as he was goodly in form:— 

“The world's best joys long be tby lot, my Icid* * And lut while darkness snd 
the diwn o’miap: 

O thou who makest, when we greet thy * Tbe world Co dan;% and Tone 
his palms to ckp.*^ 

1 Tluae licics in tlw Cdff. Md Bui EiUu. base sliwdy iwired fNight vii.) but itich 
UFclEmnen in (hancDerisik dcspirc the prarv«rb, “In KpsHewn is iw fm'uion," 1 qttote 
T«mn* (p. 60) by way vniety. A» rqjftrdt ibe vncmnmr Hviv caJJed « tultp) being 
nsmed “Sluklk'' = ■ would conjcctiuc th»r it dccivei irons the Bower often 

Bmnuig long line* of ted Hfec snipe* of blond in t he lijulseitpe, Ttstellet* in Syiio olwiy* 
observe thi*i 

) Scieb Ml erblres in e toyslty (Easreen) even in tbe pieieut day, would be a passport 
lo iiituie fivuuf^ 
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Then the Sultan rose up to honour them and, thanking Nur ah 
Din for his fee coropUraent, asked the Wasir, “Who may be this 
young man?'*; and the Minister answered, *’This is my bro* 
ther's son," and related his tale from first to last. Quoth the 
Sultan, *'And how comes he to be thy nephew and we have 
never heard speak of him?" Quoth the Minister, “O our lord 
the Sultan, I l^d a brother v;ho was Waeir in the land of Egypt 
and he died, leaving two sons, whereof the elder hath taken his 
father’s place and the younger, w'hom thou seest, came to me. 
1 had swom 1 would not marry my daughter to any but to him; 
so when be came I married him to her.^ Now he is young and 
] am old; my hearing is dulled and my judgment is easily 
fooled; wherefore I would solicit our Icffd the Sultan* to set 
him in my stead, for he is my brother’s son and my daughter's 
husband; and he is fit for the Watimte, being a man of good 
counsel and ready contrivance." The Sultan looked at Nur ah 
Din and liked him, so he stahlishcd him in office as the Wazir 
had requested and formally appointed him, presenting him 
with a splendid dress of honour and a she^mule from bis pri<‘ 
vate stud; and assigning to him solde, stipends and supplies. 
Nur ai'Din kissed the Sultan’s hand and went home, he and bis 
fetherdn-law, joying with exceeding joy and saying, ’’All this 
foUowcth on the heels of the boy Haian's birthr* Next day he 
presented himself before the King and, kissing the ground, began 
repeating:— 

“Grew thy weaJ ind thy welfare day by dajri * And thy luck prevail o'er the 

CTivier*s spites; 

And fiff'er <3cii^ diy days lo hi wh.it£ as day» * And thy foeittmV day to he 

bbdb as night T" 

The Sultan bade him be seated on the Wazir's seat, so he sat 
down and applied himself to the business of his office and went 

I Tn EjigUmi the nw mairici hjilI ifcuuu] h mnrrlcdj eJhht u rd iuch duriiittuit 
in ArfibiiE- 

^ ''Sailin’" (jfuJ Its cftmtptiftn cfyirkolcfgkalljf mejtc* Intil* nctnricKu, fukf^ 

mJing owr. In Aribii \th m not uncommon proper nnmo: and at n title Jr ii mkra hf a 
lig*t of petty kingbuiu The A Cj isph* AE-W4iit who bu hetn notJeed) rormnllK 

ctuted iImc Sultiuif u* dicEe rc^rita, Ai-Ti'i A- l\. 3£3=¥74>^ innaEird 

the famoua SAhuktigin whh riic offia:: enti^ w Alciajidtr-SiSiontfiir wpw C LO 
wncii fer him two fla^ one of *11™^ ifto* the fashifsk of tiobki, «k 1 the orhtr of gtsld* u 
ViQectk]r^«us.naTtc- SabijktiEgin"^a aon^ fhc fimoua ^TihmfLil of the in 

A H. wui the ffrSt to- nJopr "Plaitin'* u an uHjcpcndEnt titfe »mo TWO huo- 

ifred Bfcer the d£«th il-Riikid. In oIlI writers mt hA-m theSQldjinof Ej^ype^ 

the Swdiin of Fcrdi, and the Sowden of tinbyjoEi; ihm modiRcariooi of ore word. 
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into the cases of the lieges and their suits, as is the wont cf 
Ministers; while the Sultan watched him and wondered at his 
wit and good sense, judgment and insight, Wherefor he loved 
him and him into intimacy* When the Divan was diS' 
missed Nur aUDin returned to his house and related what had 
passed to his ^tber^in'-kw who rejoiced* And thenceforward 
Nur al'^Din ceased not so to administer the Wadrate that tte 
Sultan would not be patted from him night or day; and in' 
creased his stipends and supplies till his means were ample and 
he became the owner of ships that made trading voyages at his 
cammandi as welt as of Mamelukes and blackamoor slaves; and 
he laid out many estates and set up Persian wheels and planted 
gardens* When his son Hasan was four years of age, the old 
Waiir diaseased, and he made for his lathcr'iH'law a sumptuous 
Itineral ceremony ere he was Lud in the dust. Then he occupied 
himself with the education of this son and, when the boy waxed 
strong and came to the age of seven, he brought him a Faldh. 
a doctor of law and religion, to teach him in his own house and 
charged him to give him a good education and instruct him in 
politeness and good manners* So the tutor made the boy read 
and retain all varieties of useful knowledge, after he had spent 
some yrars in learning the Koran by heart;* and he ceased not 
to grow in beauty and stature and symmetry, even as saith 
the poet:— 

In lu» face-«ky shines the fullest moon; * In his cheeks* anemone glows the 
sun: 

Be so conquered Beaut>' due be heth won * *^l durms of humanity one 
one. 

The professor brought him up in his lather's palace teaching him 
reading* writing and cyphering, theology and belles letties. His 
grandfather the old Wazir had bequeathed to him the whole of 
his property when he was but four years of Now during all 
the dme of his earliest youth he had never Idt the house, till on a 
certain day his lather, the Wazir Nur abDin, clad him in his best 
clothes and, mounting him on a she'mule of the hnest, went up 

' i, t. lie w»» s '‘Hftfir," one who cowmiti (o jnemory the whote of ite Korea, tt ie 

a tcriciQT tAilc and be Ipc^n CKrlf < 1 It^mr by rfie bat (frr thirtirdi 

ptirt^ ami found tlut i|uStfe Thti i* the vu]^^r ii^e nf j"3 cwhflicBlly 43lil 

tt mcaru the tbInJ order of Tniiittiaiiiua loral hcitig nme) who know bj 
heifl 300/1^} tra^iiiiorrt of rhe PWiphcl with iheir aacriptionf. A curnut ‘^ipiricuaibt'^ 
!«»k ^lEi LtadfUjifcTl^ PrinDC of Pcrala^’' pCOl'ine hy the vert title that tbc Spiritl are 
equ^l] y igiEiDnEit qf Ar4b[c And Pcniui. 
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W!tb hfm to the Sultan. The King gsted at Badr al-Din Hasan 
and marvelled at his comeliness and loved bm As for the 
ciCy''folkt when he l^rst passed before them with his father, they 
marvelled at his exceeding beauty and sac down on the road ex" 
pecting his return, that ttKy mij^t look their fill on his beauty 
and loveliness and symmetry and perfect grace;, even as the 
poet said in these verses:— 

As tb? watebed the ttirs, the eembttnee cleat 
Of i fair youth on 'i scrall he siw appear. 

Tbwe jetty locks Caoopua o’et him thicw. 

And tin;'ed his temple curUa musky hue; 

Miirs dyed his ruddy cheek; and from h» eyes 
The Archet'Star his glittering arrow flies; 

His wit horn Hermes came; andSdia's care, 

(The half-seen sev that dimly haunts the B^} 

Kept of all evil eyes that threaten and ensnare, 

The sage stood maad to see such famines meet, 

And Lum Icised the «rth beneath his feet,* 

And they blessed him aloud as he passed and called upon Ah 
mighty Allah to bless bim * The Sultan entreated the lad with 
especial lavour and said to his father, Waair, thou must 
needs bring him daily to my presence;” whereupon he replied,^ 
*’1 hear and 1 obey-" Then the Wazir returned home witn his 
son and ceased not to cany him to court till he reached the 
age of twenty. At that time the Minister sickened and, sending 
for BaJr al-Din Hasim, said to him, "'Know, O my son, that the 
worid of the Present is but a house of mortality, while that of 
the Future is a house of eternity. I wnsh, before I die, to be¬ 
queath thee certain charges and do thou take heed of what 1 say 
and incline thy heart to my words," Then be pve him last 
instruenons as to the propercst way of dealing with his neigh¬ 
bours and the due management of his affairs; after which he 
called to mind his brother and his home and his native land and 
wept over his separation from chose he had first loved. Then 
he wiped away his tears and, turning to his son, said to him^ 
■■■Before I ptoo^d, O my son, to my b&t charges and injunettons, 
know that I have a brother, and thou hast an uncle. Shams 

1 agMln ihe Cmm EJIt. npiesitii cha iix iwpkti Ia Nighi viriL \ 

like them from Tcfmnf 163). 

^Thtt luiive Mlm'mihm oC tn ciihtr oirr tkq£i^ 

S'oi# It ia irwMFff coAfiacd to baiutV^ nit lilitt n cadipvntiDniiltf cabled 

the u If there muiil be nnnpamon the besulf qiuii mnd the 

htLiutv of wDEtmn^ the Ape I la BrlvLiffle wh h the VVam tie MedtcL 
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al'Din hight, the Wazir of C^iro, with whom i parted, leaving 
him agUQSt hia wilj. Now take thee a sheet of paper and write 
upcm it whatso I »y to thee." Badr al'Din took a feir leaf and 
set about doing his father a bidding and he wrote thereon a full 
account of wfct had happened to his sire first and last; the 
dates of his arrival at Bassorah and of his foregathering with the 
Warir; of his mama^ of his goin^ in to the hdinistcr^g daughter 
and of the birth of his son; brief, nis life of forty years from the 
day of his dispute with his brother, adding the words, "And this 
is written at my dictation and may Almighty Allah be with him 
ivhen I am gone!" Then he folded the paper and scaled it and 
^d, “O Hi^an, O my son, keep this paper with all care; for it 
will enable thee to stablish thine origin and rank and lineage and, 
if anj'tbing contrary befai thee, set out for Cairo and ask for thine 
unde and show him this paper and say to him that 1 died a 
stranwr far mine own people and full of yearning to see him 
and them." So Badr al'Din Hasan took the document and folded 
it; and, wrapping it up in a piece of waxed doth, sewed it like a 
talisman ^tween the inner and outer doth of his skull-cap and 
wound his light turband* round it. And he fell to weeping over 
his fethcr and at partmg with him, and hs but a boy. Then Nur 
al'Din lapsed into a swoon, the forerunner of death; but presently 
recovering himself he said, “O Hasan, O my son, I will now 
bequeath to thee five last behests. The First Behest is. Be over* 
inrimate with none, nor frequent any, nor be familiar ivich any; so 
shah thou be safe from his mischief;’ for security iieth in seclusion 
of thought and 3 certain retirement from the sodety of thy 
fellows; and I have heard it said by a poet:— 

In this w«ld there u none thou mayst count upon ^ To befriend thy m 
the nidc of need: 

So live ffif thyself nursing hope of notie * Such onunKi I give xim : enow, take 
hcedl 

The Second Behest is, O my son: Deal harshly with none lest 
tortune with thee deal hardly; for the fortune of this world is 
one day with thee and another day against thee and all warldly 
goods arc but a loan to be repaid. And 1 have heard a poet say;— 

Take thou^c nor haste to win the thing them wtU; * Have ruth on nnn for 
ruth thou iiLiy^jic require: 

No hand ts there but AUjIi s Jvind u higberi * No tynuit but rue 
tyrajtt*3 ire! 


t I\tx uritir), ;t lijfvi lUfbltKl ^encrnllr of nmfilin. 

Thit h B ntu cf Enticm frnrldJr "iwiofli. Qiiitc tfueJ Vey uTiadThiye la 
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The T«aD Behest is, Leam to be silent in society and let thine 
own faults distract thine attention ffois the faults of other men: 
for it is said;—In silence dwelleth safety, and thereon I have 
heard the lines that tell us;— 

Reserve's a jewel. Siknoe safety isi * * WheoM tiou speakese many a word 
withhold; 

Pot an of Siknoe thou repent thee once, * Of spesach thou shalt repeat tinves 
manifold. 

The Fouhth Behst, O my son, is Beware of wine-bibbing, for 
wine is the head of ^ ffowardneas and a fine solvent of human 
wits, So shvm, and I say, shun mixing strong liquor; for I 
have heard a poet say*;— 

From wine* 1 cum and who&o wintcup^ swdl; * Becoming one of those who 
deem it ill: 

Wicke driveth man to miss salvatton'wiy,* * And opes the gateway wide 
m eins that kill 

The Fifth Behest, O my son, is Keep thy wealth and it will 
keep thee; guard day money and it will guard thee; and waste 
not thy suUtance lest haply thou come to want and must fare 
a'begging from the meanest of mankind Save thy dirhams and 
deem them the sovercignest salve for the wounds of the world. 
And here again 1 have heard that one of the poets said:— 

When fails my wealth no friend will deign befriend; • When wealth abounds 
all friends their frieniship teoder; 

How many friends lent aid my weaJch to spend; * But friends to lack of wealth 
no friendship rentier." 


dive teloitir thf sitrfiuc gr give's seiiueinnubvei, but aueh tetiRtacr Is Hkc mjwiu^t gf which 
Johiuun uidj ’’Wiihaai ii th«« ii ne pleasure in lire." 

- * The llne» nt aririiwteJ tp tlw famou* Al-Mutanahbi “ the claimsflt to “PtojiIwct,'* 
gf whom 1 itivr given 4 fE4 dctalU in jiijr FtIgrimDgc lii. W, £2, tie led the life gf 
4 rnie pger, fgmcwhei Chauvijiijne vlrhal; anil, rather thini run nwitfi vjie killed id 
A.MSS4=96i. 

*Armb. ■'S'aWt'’—wine ef raielni crf dates^ rctmenred lujunr; (ram 1 root ro 
"press Cut'' id Syrtac^ libe the wcid *Taltnnc” ^ar Tilmk, ihr Kstshf al-Olu^mh^ 
a piLipU, ttuJjenL DatCwwLnie (ksm the tfVule, noi iJw or Juice of the 

«cm^ our “todd/') is calkd Fuikh. Hence rlie Mafljiil aLFtiikit at AJ^MeimiLh 
where rJae or Auidtifli™ of rhat city were iimni cup iit hamJ when thejf ticaitl 

of Um reiTlstdon lorbidJing inchriAnt^ ami imireil the liquor upon the ground (PiU 
griroiEse iL 313). 

*^Hudji^'=dtreCtittn fto the ttglu salrition, a won! ocxurrii^ In the 

Opening Chjpwr ui efte Kotmn. Hence m « Kiilr whu tIk S^iliiiEiFeiltitatinn 

many Munlemt repif *"AJ]jiiuyjhdJk*^ = Adah dcrcct fhec! £^-f- maki: fhee a Moalam)^ 
bitcs<l of Allah yiualfimiik ^ AUah lead thee to Bairatba. ll h rhe root wopJ of the 
MjiuJi and Mohdi, 
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On this wise Nur al'Din ceased not to counsel his son Badr ai-Dio 
Hasan till his hour came and, sighing one sobbing sigh, bis life 
went forth. Then the voice of mourning and keening rose high in 
his bouse and <he Sultan and all the grandees grieved for him and 
buried him; but his son ceased not lamenting his loss for two 
months, during which he never mounted horse, nor attended the 
EHvan nor presented himself before the Sultan. At last the 
King, being wroth with him, stablished in bis stead one of his 
Cbamberla^ and made him Wazir, giving orders to sdae and set 
seab on all Nur al-Din's houses and goocE and dtanains. So the 
new Wazir went forth with a mighty posse of Chamberlains and 
people of the Divan, and watchmen and a host of idJera to do this 
and to setae Badr al'Din Hasan and carry him before the King, 
who would deal with him as he deemed fit. Now there was 
among the crowd of followers a hlameluke of the deceased 
Watir who, when he heard this order, urged his horse and rode 
at full speed to the house of Badr al-Din Hasan; for lie could not 
endure to see the min of his old master’s son. He found him 
sitting at the rate with head hung down and sorrowing, as was 
his wont, for the loss of his father; so he dismounted and kissing 
his hand said to him , “O my lord and son of my lord, haste ere 
ruin come and lay waste!” When Hasan heard this he trembled 
and asked, “'What may be the matter?”; and the man answered, 
‘■'The Sultan is angered with thee and hath issued a warrant 
against thee, and evil cometh hard upon my track; so Qee with 
thy life!” At these words Hasan's heart fiamaJ with the fire 
of bale, and his rose-red cheek turned pale, and be said to the 
Mameluke, “O my brother, is there time for me to go in and 
get me some worldly gear which may stand me in stead during 
my strangerhood?" But the slave replied, *‘0 my lord, up at 
once and save thyself and leave this house, while it is yet time.” 
And he quoted these lines:— 

"tlscafw with thy !ifc, if oppn»aicn tli«, * And let (Ik: laause oJ] of us 
builder’s fate! 

Counciy for country tbou'lt find, if thou seek it; * Life for life never, early or 
late. 

It i> strange men thenjIJ dwell in tlw hc^ of ibjectianH * Vhen the plain of 
God s earth is w wide and so great!”' 

At these words of the Mameluke, Badr al-Din covered his head 


• Thwe linct hive already oecumd inITic Firrt iCaJandaT** Story CNighi li). I titwec 

by wsif of diingpi Mod with pcnnkwii Mr Payne't vErakm {L 931, 
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with the sldrt of his garment and went forth on foot tiiS he stood 
outside of the dty, woeie he heard folk saymg, ''The Sulran hath 
sent his new Wadr to the house of the old Waizir>!iow no more, to 
seal his property and seise hie son Badr al-Din Hasan and take 
him before the presence, that he may put him to death and all 
cried, “‘Alas for his beauty and his loveUnessr* * When he heard 
this he fled forth at hazard, knowing not whither he was going, 
and gave not over hurrying onwards till Destiny drove him to his 
father's tomb. So he enters the cemetery and, threading his way 
through the graves, at bst he reachwl the sepulchre where he sat 
down and let fall from bis headriie skirt of his long robe^ which 
was made of brocade with a goid'embroidered hem whereon were 
worked these couplets:— 

O thou whoii* foretuead, like the nidiinc EaiSt, * Tclk of the stars of Heaven 
nOi! boufiteous dews: 

Enduft thioe hmcMr to the biest eby^ * And Time thy gr^rwth of glory 
ne’er refiist! 

While be was sitting by his father’s tomb behold, there came to 
him a Jew as he were a Shroff,* a moneychanger, with a pair of 
saddie-bogs containing much gold, who accosted him and kissed 
his hand, saying. ‘"Wither bound, O my lord: 'tis late in the day 
and thou art dad but lightly and i read signs of trouble in thy 
face?” ”1 was sleeping within this very hour,” answered Hasan, 
’’when my father appeared to me and chid me for not having 
\'isit£d his tomb; so I awoke trembling and came hither forthright 
lest the day should go by without my visiting him, which would 
ha\^ been grievous to me." ”0 my lord,’’rejoined thejew,* “thy 
father had many tnerchantmeni at sea and, as some of them are 
now due, it is my wish to buy of thee the cargo of the first ship 
that cometb into port with this thousand dinars of gold." “I 
ctmsent," quoth Hasan, whereupon the Jew took out a bag full 
of gold and counted out a thousand sequins which he gave to 


■ Arab. a |Dnig-ikci.-%d mbt wotn bj^ iht Inirocd HUmi M, tLi diijw. L). 

* Arabi- ^trir (ttilgr SaTrafiJ^ wheacc tJhc An([io-Tndivi ^'Stiraff/* ■ fijoilijy ojiTup^ 
ticni^ 

* Ank Ti^bich W ha ttaihe ttmn " Iflf^i3'^ = Chfcldi^n of liratl. So in 

dirHPtnriuji IiTacllbe whtn In favour ^ij (wib nn AifjcC'Civc or a pariici|ilc} 

wbcB ii nf iiLtn, 
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Hasan, the son of the Wazir, saying, '""Write me a letter of safe 
and seal it.'* So Hasan took a pen and paper and wrote these 
words in dupli<^te, '"'"The writer, Hasan Badr al-Dm^ son of Waiar 
Nar al-Din, hath sold to Isaac die Jew all the cargo of the liraC of 
his father's sb'ps which oometh into port, for a thousand dinars, 
and he hath received the price in advance.'' And after he had 
taken one copy the Jew mit it into his pouch and went away; but 
Hasan fell a'weeping as he thought of the dignity and prosperity 
which had erst been his and he began rearing — 

"'This house, my lady, since you left is now a htatiE im mete * For me, nor 
neighbours, ymj left, prove kind aitd raghboufly: 

The friend, ttfhilfire i toot to b^tt, ahst po more tome * Is friaid; and even 
Lum*9 self disphyeth luarcy: 

You left and by your gphig left the world a a wold, " And lies a gloomy 
murk tipoo the face of hiU and Eei: 

O may the raven Hrd whose cry our hapless^ p^rtm* croaked * Find ffee'er a 
nesty home and eke shed all his ptumery E 
At length my ptknce hib me: and thts absence wastes my flesh; * How many 
'd veil by severance rent our eyes ate doomed 
Ah! shall J evtx sighc i^iln our rair past ni^ts of * Ar.d shall a single 
houise beoane a home fee me anoc more?' 

Then he wept with exceeding; weeping and night came upon him; 
so he leant his head a^inst his father's grave and sleep overcame 
him: Glory to Him whosleepeth not! He ceased not slumbering 
till the moon rose, when his head slipped from o^ the tomb and be 
lay on his hack, with limbs outstretched, his face shining bright 
in the moonlight. Now the cemetery was haunted day and night 
by Jinns who were of the True Believers, and presently came out 
a Jinniyah who, seeing Hasan asleep, marvelled at his beauty and 
lovcKness and cried, “Glory to God! this youth can be none other 
than one of the Wuldan of Paradise. Then she flew firmamOTt' 
wards to drcle it, as was her custom, and m^t an Ifrit on the wing 


* AJaft e^ailcd (be bc^utiraE ymitki oppaEntcij tcj mtc rike True Belk’Vrn 

in PafiuiiK. The ICunn Ivh ? ^'Vourki;^ which flixn in tJirir 

bloom fnr ^ nhiiuj ?ibdo.r mutt¥d ih»n, wiih gdirkis Anil bedlKi^ jaJ i cup 

of flawirtg wine,'" ecc. Muhnnuncd wji» in Ariib {noc 3 Pertiiin^ m bom pedcriAt') and bt 
WHi leo frrfld of wnrfitft td 1* dtar^ wtrh We hrtirtj even Trivirotn Rhindy <vol. ru, 
cKiipr. 7; **Vc^ qijorh j diir-h The gemJeman ha^ E»en ccrnniit ti n y '"j knew rhitt ihc 
iwB tMcoi Jire in?mpAdbkfH Bue xhi% wd oihcr pu^n in cEwf K-anui Ivuve giTcn (he 
CKcviJkfv ik \m PaJEw a hint fful; rfic Kfc <if hoifi, like %hmt of wJat^ twit lltrliiildRi, will be 
pcimitccil to Z^ArEidEiic. 
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who saluted her and she said to him* '“'Whence oomest thou?*’ 
“From Cairo," be replied, “Wilt thou come with me and look 
upon the beauty of a youth who sleepeth in yonder burial place?'' 
she asked, and he answered, “I wuL" So they flew till they 
lighted at the tomb and she showed him the youth and said^ 
*'Now diddest thou ever in chy bom days sec aught like this?" 
The Ifrit looked upon him and exclaimed, "Praise & to Him chat 
hath no equal! But, O my sister, shall I tell thee what I have 
this day?" Asked she, “What is that?" and he answered, 
"1 have seen the counterpart of this youth, in the land of Egypt. 
She is the dau^ter of the Wazir Shams al'Din and she is a mode! 
of beauty and loveliness, of fairest favour and foemous form, and 
dight with symmetry and perfect grace. When ahe had reached 
the agie of nineteend the Sultan of Egypt heard of her and, send' 
ing for the Wasir her father, said to hiin, 'Hear me, O Warn; it 
hath reached mine ear that thou hast a daughter and J wish to 
detoand her of thee in marriage.' The Wasir replied, 'O our 
lord the Sultan, det^ accept my excuses and take compassion 
on my sorrows, for thou knowest that my brother, who was part¬ 
ner with me in the Waarate, disappeared from amongst us many 
years ago and sve wot not where he is. Now the cause of his 
dqparture was that one night, as we were sitting together and 
miking of wives and children to come, we had words on the mat¬ 
ter and he went off in high dudgeon. But I swore that I would 
marry my daughter to none save to the son of my brother on the 
day her mother gave her birth, which was nigh upon nineteen 
years ago. 1 have lately heard that my brother died at Bas- 
sotah, where he had married the daughter of the Watir and that 
she hare him a son; and I will not marry my daughter but to him 
in honour of my brother’s memory. I recorded the date of my 
marriage and the conception of ray wife and the birth of my 
daughter; and from her horoscope 1 find that her name is conjoined 


* hf iIk bft \m the cif ui o\d[oh old nii:Eii in F-^ypt. E mudr diitibf tmbtrEjr 

there earlier than an Hfigl^nd wfitfc OiiT jcruidinathm Jnatrwd it fburmn. But 
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(triiatitm ami tittnzy whcflp nxoirdang every giH ii 3 "^pfleaihTc 
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to keep her ux hcmie lur hst ovn ceumruri; Bnil nn "did maid^ in the huuic^ cvpeciiiii^f at 
itflat^ plump old mAid, b oontiElcTcd rwe "respectable:" Tils Btvdeiic rtr^n u kncwii hy 
being biH wf perh^p^ thb U uurreerr 
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with that of her cousin;* and there are damsels in foison for our 
lord the Sultan.' The King^ hearing his Minister's answer and 
refusah waxed wroth with exceeding wrath and cried, 'When 
the like of me asketh a girl in marriagie of the like of thee, be 
conferreth an honour, and thou rejectest me and put test me oS 
with cold- excuses! Now, by the life of my head I will marry her 
to the meanest of my men in spite of the nose of thee!** There 
was in the palace a horse^gtoom which was a Gobbo with a 
bunch to his breast and a hunch to his back; and the Sultan sent 
for him and married him to the daughter of the Wa^ir, lief or 
loath, and hath ordered a pompous marriage procession for him 
and chat he go in to his bride this very night. 1 have now mst 
flown hither from Cairo, tvhere I left the Hunchback at the door 
of the Idainmam^bath amidst the Sultan's white slaves w'ho were 
waving lighted flambeaux about hrm. As for the Minister's 
daughter ahe sitteth among her nurses and tirewomen, weeping 
and wailing; for they have forbidden her father to come near her. 
Never have 1 seen, O my sister, more hideous being than this 
Hunchback* whilst the young lady is the likest of all folk to this 

young man, albeit even fairer than he."--And Shahrazad per- 

ceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her permitted say. 

{Zihttt i( h>ad die Cinentp'^ea>nta iliQfjt. 

She said, It hath reached me, O aufipicious King, that when the 
Jinni narrated to the jinmyah how the King had caused the 
wedding contract to be drawn up between the hunchbacked 
groom and the lovely young lady who was heart-broken for 
sorrow; and how she was the fairest of created thin gs and even 
more beautiful than this youth, the Jinniyah cried at him 
“Thou liest! this youth is handsomer than any one of his day,” 

* This (irft^^ist^HrEn 4jf iicidny Hy tiw mui koib of tnj in ia 

mn inrriciicc anil cxocnffivc Thijsc woqkl study it arc rtrcfrtd ta chipt. itr. 

%hs rtr the ,Yf liic MutiuimtiUi Indsai ck.j by ja^jr 

SJuirmiT and hy G- A. 3 lcjd:Ioc% M. D. flJ'Madraj,'^ Tlib nwcikiit work fet 

appeared in tl33 fAUen anr! Oj,, Londo?!?^ ihu^^ ie tbrnreii the way lu t^rtc'i '"Modcffi 

11813-15}, luiiiie mta ustfcrtunale jj “JCuiEalbiaih'^ firhicb fhymfal to 
oiiil ami kept ihe book back rliJ 4 sccuitJ cditkin fipipeaiitd m 11^ 
j, ^ti^nlATK3;cn)r 
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The Ifrit gave her the lie ag^. adding. "By Allah, O my stater, 
the damse] I speak of is fairer than this; yet none but he de^ 
serveth her, for they resembie each other litc brother and sister 
or at least cousins. And, well-away! how sb: is wasted upon 
that Hunchback 1” Then said she, "O my brother, let us gjet 
under him and lift him up and carry him to Cairo, that we may 
compare him with the damsel of whom thou apeakesc and 
so determine whether of the twain is the fairer." “'To hear is 
to obey!”' replied he, "thou speakest to the point; nor is there a 
lighter recking than this of thine, and I myself will carry him." 
5o he raised, mm from the ground and flew with him tike a bird 
soaring in upper air, the Ifritah keeping close by his side at eauaj 
speed, till he alighted with him in the dty of Cairo and set Wi 
down on a stone bench and woke him up. Hie roused himself 
and 6nding that he was no lon^ at his fathers tomb in Bas' 
sorah'city ne looked right and left and saw that he was in a 
strange place; and he would have cried out; but the Ifrit gave 
him a cuff which persuaded him to keep silence. Then he 
brought him rich raiment and clothed him therein and, giving 
him a lighted flambeau, said, "Know that I have brought thee 
hither, meaning to do thee a good turn for the love of Allah: 
so take this torch and mingle with the people at the Hammam' 
door and walk on with them without stopping till thou reach 
the house of the wedding-festival; then go Doldly forward and 
enter the great saloon; and fear none, but take thy stand at the 
light band of the Hunchback bridegroom; and, as often as any 
oTthe nurses and tirewomen and ainging'girb come up to thee,' 
put thy hand into thy pocket which thou wilt hnd hlled with 
gold. Take it out and throw to them and spare not; for as often 
as thou thrustest fingers in pouch thou shalt find it full of coin. 

* Tha ii t!h= cusinm With such gcncryp *fhpp w!icn fiicjf vx ■ likcljr mqn ire 
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Give brg^sse by handsful and fear nothing, bttt set thy trust 
upon Him who created thee, for this is not by ^ine own strei^h 
but by that of Allah Almighty, that His decrees may take d&t 
upon his creatures.'’ When Badr al'Din Hasan heard these words 
from the Ifrit he said to himself, "Would Heaven I knew what all 
thift means and what is the cause of such kindness 1” However, be 
mingled with the people and, lighting his flambeau, moved on 
with the bridal procession till he came to the bath where he 
found the Hunchback already on horseback. Then he pushed bis 
way in among the crowd, a veritable beauty of a man in the 
finest apparel, wearing tarbush' and turband and a long'sleeved 
robe purfled with gold; and, as often as the ainging'women 
stopped for the people to give them largesse, he thrust his hand 
into his pocket and, finding it full of gold, took out a handful 
^ftd threw it an the tambourine^ till he had filled it with gold 
for the music-girls and the tirewomen. The singers 
were amased by his be 



beauty and loveliness 


ceased not to do thus till he reached the mansion of the Wadr 
(who was his uncle), where the Chamberlains drove back the 
people and forbade them to go forward; but the sin^ng'girls 
and the tirewomen said, "By Allah we will not enter unless 
this young man enter with us, for he hath given us length o’ 
life with his largesse and we will not display the bride unless 
he be present.” Therewith they carried him into the bridal 
hall and made him sit down defy-ing the evil glances of the 
hunchbacked bridegroom. The wives of tlie Emirs and Wazirs 
and Chamberlains and Courtiers all stood in double line, each 
holding a massy cier^ ready lighted; all wore thin facc'veils 
and the two rows right and Idt extended from the bride’s 
throne^ to the head of die ball adjoining the chamber whence she 
was to come forth. When the ladies saw Badr al-Din Hasan and 
n nttfl his beauty and loveliness and his foce that shone like the 
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new moon, their hearts inclined to him and the singing'girla said 
to all that were present, “Know that this beauty crossed our 
hands with naught but red gold; so be not chary to do him 
womanly service and comply with all he says, no matter what he 
ask.”* * So all the women crowded round bksan with their 
torches and gased on his loveliness and enWed him his beauty; 
and one and all would gladly have Iain on his bosom an hour or 
rather a year. Their hearts were so troubled chat they let fid I 
their veils from before their ^ces and said, '"Happy she who 
belongcth to this youth or to whom he belongeth!”; and they 
called down curses on the crooked groom and on him who 
was the cause of his matria^ to the girhbeauty; and as often 
as they blessed Badr al Din Hasan they damned the Hunch- 
back, saying, “'Verily this youth and none else deserveth our 
Bride; ah, well^way for such a lovely one with this hideous 
Quasimodo; Allah*s curse light on his head and on the Sultan 
who commanded the marriage!" Then the singing-girb beat 
their tabrets and lulliloo'd with joy, announcing the appearing 
of the bride; and the 'ft^arir's daughter came in surrounded by 
her tirewomen who had made her goodly to look upon; for they 
had perfumed her and incensed her and adorned her hair; 
and they had robed her in raiment and ornaments befitting 
the mighty Chosroes Kings. The most notable part of her 
dress was a loose robe worn over her other garments: it was 
diapered in red gold with figures of wild l^ts, and birds 
whose eyes and beaks were of gems, and daws of red rubies 
and gr^ beryl; and her neck was graced with a neckl^ of 
Yamani work, worth thousands of gold pieces, whose betels 
were great round jewels of sorts, the like of which was never 
owned by Kaysar or by Tobha King.* And the bride was as the 
full moon whdi at fullest on fourteenth night; and as she paced 

^ Tliia b t solnnn **iiha^j** *ijdi iibenJc Idn^ permiittal at atiU fotiTt 

qCCaSHWfL 

5 live pn-Ifbmlti: tlfniaty af ALVanwn hi Afatib a n^lwi fonuctiTr faiiMKi fot 
ajid Wtiry- HcriM the mcnFEon of Tamifli mxK Tli* tarmn* ft™ 
tht 70 cany of vmca 7Q ttc mjuJe in Chins nnd Inrig Itack the pow- 

lukiiit fhc tcLilof tke thirii i^w: the*: Arab^ which h^ve pqz^Jed » 

miJiy cdlectm. 'Ott Totitwi, or i^-cir the oEJ J hmyzintt Kirvjg^ ji 4}roaitlc 

aansc Pharaoh, Kisrt {X^tyinK Ncjiah Khakmji nr Khjiit (l it tary)* ttc, 

*ha daimctJ to have cacicndeii fheir ctmqiitics to Sitniiiixwiei orsil nvailc war on Chlna- 
Any hlfitiiry ci/ Arabiu tas Crkhonn 1.^ chape \vJ m*Y ht CQTbftilled for ihtif n^mci and 
anfLik. 1 have been tnhl by Arab* thdt ^wTuilba' U :ltiEI md in rhe old Himyar- 

ihe^jreAE ot f he Chief. 
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into the hall she was lihe one of the Houris of Heaven—praise 
be to Hun who created her in such splendour of beauty! The 
ladies encompassed her as the white contains the black of the 
eye, they clustering like stars whilst she shone amongst them 
like the moon when it eats up the clouds. Now 8a(& al'Din 
Hasan of Bassorah was sitting in iuU gaze of the folk, when the 
bride came forward with her graoeful swaying and sw immin g 
gait, and her hunchbacked bridegrooni sto^ up to meet* * and 
receive her: she, however, turned away from the wight and 
walked ibrward till she stood before her cousin Hasan, the son 
of her uncle. \^ereat the people laughed. But when the 
wedding-guests saw her thus attracted towards Badr al-Din 
they macm a mighty clamour and the singtng'woinen shouted 
their loudest; whereupon he put hia hand into his pocket and, 
pulling out a handful of gold, cast it into their tambourines and 
the girls rejoiced and said, “Could we win our wish this bride 
were thine!” At this he smiled and the folk came round him, 
flambeaui in hand like the eyeball round the pu^ while the 
Gobbo bridegroom was left sitting alone much like a tail-less 
baboon; for every time they lighteda candle for him it went out 
willy-nilly, so he was left in c&rkness and silence and looking at 
naught l^t himself." When Badr al-Din Hasan saw the bride- 
groom sitting lonesome in the dark, and all the weddins-guests 
with their Bambeaux and wajc candles crowding about Mnself, 
he was bewildered and marvelled much; but when he looked at 
his cousin, the daughter of his uncle, he rejoiced md felt an 
inward delight: he longed to ^eet her and ^ied intently on 
hCT face which was radiant with hght and brilliancy. Then the 
tirewomen took off her veil and displayed her in the first bndal 
dress which was of scarlet satin; and Hasan had a view of her 
which dazzled his sight and dazed his wits, as she moved to and 
fro, swaying with graceful gait;* and she turned the heads of all 
the guests, women as well as men, for she was even as saith the 
surpassing poet:— 

A B«ii on wauJ in kndl of sand ^ shirwed, * Chd in her cramoisy-tiued 

chetniKtte; , . . . l 

Of her lips hfloey-dew she me drink, * And onth her rosy cbeefca 

quenchl: fire she set.___ 

* Uanc Jind Piiync (as well h the R™. tjiit-) beih r«uleT (he woiU “» kus hw," but 
this woyjj be d-Eim tontrtjjr xn ^tciidjcm uASgc- 

^ a. f- be ruQ €f rigs which he flHiceifcd, 

flu Hhkdia {ai th£ Katim oam(fait with aA ctqihsnt'i folL 




Ajj Layiah wa Latlah. 


lift 

Then they changed that dress and displayed her in a robe erf 
acure; and she reappeared like the full moon when it riseth over 
the horitont with her coal'blacfe hair and cheeks ddicately fair; 
and teeth shown in sweet s milin g and breasts firm rising and 
crowning sides of the softest and waist of the roundest. And 
in this second suit she was as a certain master of high conodts 
saith of the like of her:— 

Sbe cune Jtppaxcllcd in. zn vest^ * Ulcr3iainn£, m skks uc dedet ind 
di^ti 

1 view d tb" uap^ld^d which ahow^d my eyes * A mooci i/Siinmier an 
21 Winte-^nightH 

Then they chan«d that suit for another and, veiling her face in 
the luxuriance or her hair, loosed her lovelocks, so <wrk, so long 
that their darkness and length outvied the darkest tii^ts, and she 
shot through all hearts with the magical shaft of her eye-babes. 
They displayed her in the third dress and she was as said of her 
the sayeri—■ 

Veiling her cheeks with hair a-morn she omet, * And I her mischkfs with 
the cloud cfnnpate; 

Saying, "Thou veilest ntom with nightT* **Ah no!" * Qooth she. ”i shroud 
full moon with darkling oirt" 

Then they displayed her in the fourth bridal dress and she came 
forward shining like the rising sun and swaying to and fro with 
lovcsome grace and supple ease like a gazelle-Jawn. And ahe 
clave all n^rts with the arrows of her eyelashes, even as saith 
one who described a charmer like her:— 

The sun cf beauty she to sight appean * And, lovdy'coy, she moks all bvt- 
linesa; 

And when he fioajx her favour and her smile * A'njom. the Sun t/ day in 
clouds miifit dress. 

Then she came forth in the fifth dress, a very light of loveliness 
like a wand of waving willow or a g^iaelte of the thirsty wold. 
Those locb which stung like sc^ions along her cheeks were 
bent, and her neck was bowed in blandishn^t, and her hips 
quivered as she went. As saith one of the poets describing her 
in verse:— 

Shft coma like fuUat tnooo on happy ni^t; * Taper of waist, with ihapc 
of nugk tnighc: 

She bath an eye whose gtanotn qudl m^nkind^ • And Ruby m her 
reikctii kid light: 
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Envcib her hip» the bbckmen of her hau: * * cf curb thae bite wth 

vipef'bite! 

tier sices ait siULen-sdit, urhile the heart * Mere rod behind that surCice 
lurki from sight: 

From the fringed curtains cf her eyne she shoots * Shafts which at farthest 
range mtiiark all ghc: ^ 

When trocKl her neck i3t I throw my mm * Her hreasta repel me with 
xhdi hardened be^t. 

Ah^ bow her beauty alt excels! ah how * That ibape ^nscends the gracrTul 
waving bough! 

Then they adorned her with the sirth toilette, a dresa which wm 
green. And now she shamed in her slender straightness the nut- 
brown spear; her radiant face dimmed the brightest beams of hall 
moon and she outdid the bending branches in gentle movement 
and flc3dle grace- Her loveliness exalted the b^uties of earth's 
four quarters and she broke men s hearts by the ^igniheance of her 
sembLanoe; for she was even as aaith one of the poets in these 
lines:— 

A damsel 'tw^ja the cirer*s arc bad decked with enajes and afcightr* * And robed 
m rays as tbcaigh die sud ftesn her hii bonwed Light: 
emst befoce us wondrous dad in chejniaera of grtai^ * As mUid by its 
Leafy screen pcscegranite hides from sight: 

And when he siia “How cahesc thou the cnanner of thy dr™? ' * She answeced 
kis in ple^isant way with dbuhk isaming digbc: 

"We call mis garment ct^te-coaif; and rightly h it hiehc^ * For coany a heart 
vti this we brolr and ctaiqiiervd many a sprite T 

Then they displayed her in the seventh dresa, coloured between 
safllower* and safiron, even as one of the poets saith:— 

In vest of safirim pale and safilower red * Mnsk'd, sandard^ ambergris' d, sh^ 
came to front: 

“Rise r cried her youths forth and show thyself T* * ”Sjtr said her bips^ 
''we cannnt bear the mintf 

And when 1 craved a bout, her Beauty said * dof^ and said her pretty 
shame^ ''Don't* don'er" 


T Aruh. awcifii m t™ibl«cftw aa''^A<lib.'^ Pnmiril>\ rrpdt^icdiiCtaflfi, 

mischier^ thin a beiutifd sir! {or !»>')► IsxrJy s oarmhi ■phrodjiiac 
frinn mlikUM-Hcnrm (Ptlgrims^ ill). 

^ lit. bu -* iht ''eah-blsdikri'^ In ihi* and in the lUinioet I dsn aot be bsJiiLy 

litcml. 

* Arab. the teeds ^Ctrchsmtift fmctBfiLn =Sa3fl(5iWtr {^FertkiJr Flwi,e£c. It.)- 

The mds in crsahfl=d fot oil end the flowers* wjildi inirit bt gsihened by tst^to or the 
ool4xn wlB fiii, uv cxEceuiiyely used ior ijting Ih S^thera Aiabie mad Hufera Mrkm- 
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Thus they displayed the bride in all her seven toilettes before 
Hasan al-Basri, wholly neglecting the Gobbo who sat moping 
alone; and, when she opened her eyes* * she said, "O Allah make 
this man my goodman and deliver me from the evil of this hunch- 
backed gtoom." As soon as they bad tmde an end of this part of 
the ceremony they dismissed the wedding guests who went 
forth, women, children and aH,and none remained save bbsan and 
the Hunchback, ’whikt the tirewomen led the bride into an inner 
room to change her garb and gear and get her ready for the bride¬ 
groom. '^ereupon Quasimodo came up to Badr al-Din Hasan 
and said, O my lord, thou hast cheered us this night with thy 
good company and overwhelmed m with thy kindness and 
courtesy: but now why not get thee up and go?" "Bismillafa:" 

answered, "In Allah's name so be it!"; and rising, he went 
forth by the door, where the Ifht met him and said, '"Stay in thy 
stead, O Badr il-Din, and when the Hunchback goes out to the 
closet of ease go in without losing time and seat thyself in the 
alcove; and ivhen the bride comes say to her,' Tis 1 am thy hus¬ 
band, for the King devised this trick only fearing for thee the 
evil eye, and he whom thou sawesc is but a Syce, a ^oom, one of 
our stablemen.’ Then walk boldly up to her and unveil her face; 
fc^ jealousy hath taken us of this matter," While Ha^ was 
still talking with the Ifrit behold, the groom iiired forth from the 
hall and entering the closet of ease sat down on the stool. Hardly 
had he done tt^ when the Ifrit came out of the tank,* wherein 
the water was, in semblance of a mouse and squeaked out''‘Zeek *" 
Quoth the Hunchback, What ails thee?"; and the mouse grew 
and grew cilJ it becimea coal-bbck cat and caterwauled ‘"Meeaol 
Meeao!"* Then it grew stiH more and more till it became a dog 
and barked out *‘Ovdi! Owhl” When the bridegroom saw this 
be was frightened and exclaimed "Out with thee, O unlucky 


1 On Hich Wfulam .Mita Mockttr h« arij inoki U if ibout »I'abjt 

* After either evacuatson the McAkm \i bqund to or unii the hentTver 

iar iWd ipHr thjw pehbScf, DT or d&At cf «rth. the nllnaiMi in 

the Koran fdmpr. ^jutn whp We u% he puftJicd." When ihe l^het wuj ouei^ 
tMoffky die nicn of Kuba, where he foimJcd a moujuc (Pilurirntt^ li., 315)^ he A»lud 
nhm aUiyt ihsir legal aBIwtbnsc&pcdaiiy after meuiirion^ and the?- told hcnl that ihrr 
owed three atMa before w«liirig. Moiienif ind Kieduf iwhn prefer wAtJcr iniwi wick 
earth) Mhhvr the tmtkan arid ii4ihca!tUv cue of paper tbturicq; and the people of 

India cat[ h.urepi* 4 tt by w.iy nf ^'Ki{^iia£-kbinah"^porcr 

ckeen. Wwt old Anglchlndianj;^ bowcirer, leant Ip tuc wate?. 

« Of "Mill'’ ii the e^nme nnne of tlie at m the the hKtftgtyiihi, 
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one!"’ But the dog grew and swelled till it became an asa^olt 
that brayed and snorted in his face "Hank I Hauk!"’ Whereupon 
the Hunchback quaked and criecL, “Come to my aid, O people of 
the house!” But behold, the ass^olt grew and became big as a 
buSalo and walled the way before him and spake wnth the voice 
of the sons of Adam, saymg, "Woe to thee, O thou Bunch-back, 
thou stinkard, O thou hhniest of grooms!” Hearing this the 
groom was seised with a colic and he sat down on the jakes in 
his clothes with teeth chattering and knocking together. Quoth 
the Ifrit, “"Is the world so strait to thee thou findest none to 
marry save my bdy-Iove?” But as he was silent the Ifrit con-' 
tinued, "Answer me or 1 will do thee dwell in the dust!” “By 
Allah," relied the Gobbo, ‘■'"O King of the Buffaloes, this is no 
fault of mine, for they forced me to wed her; and verily 1 wot not 
that she had a lov'er amongst the buffaloes; but now 1 repent, first 
before Allah and then before thee.” Said the Ifrit to him^ 'T 
sw'ear to thee that if thou iare forth from this place, or thou 
utter a tvord before sunrise, 1 assuredly will wring thy neck. 
When the sun rises wend thy went and never more return to 
this house.” So saying, the IJrit took up the Gobbo bridegroom 
and set him head downwards and feet upwards in the slit of the 
privy,* and said to him, “1 will leave thee here but I shall be on 
the look'out for thee till sunrise; and, if thou stir before then, I 
will seize thee by the feet and dash out thy brains against the 
wall; so look out for thy life!” Thus far conoeming the Hunch- 
back, but as regan^ fedr aJ-EJin Hasan of BassonSi he left the 
Gobbo and the Ifrit jangling and wrangling and, going into the 
house, sat him down in the very middle of the alcove; and behold. 
In came the bride attended by an old woman who stood at the 
door and said, “O Father of Uprightness,* arise and take what 


^ Armb^. *^Yq ddfircs^sed te nn itwii 

* oi we thoukl The K.diT. mike* due tni try N^uhl"* 

ind the ns-^U "KbnuE Mnnur t kive tbw onomaicpodca n* thef ire in Aruhk: 
rJiey m wiDU3, ^}KWlnB the Unity in satiety d" heinnK indrtlculaitt Tht ktrtS 

which is catbd^'Whip poctf TCir'in the U. S. ra Icng^ir ce the Bra^iliunt u *'J □ani coTta 
ijqhn mt wixidJ; vn fid thei' hear the msxftc. 

i II ij uBuallf a ilab df rnntblc **tt£L 1 Lotig ilit itk Fjctuni aiuI ji Kmrvd Jiok behind!. The 
«x:c rp»ki df a Kiu-si btif thu It mw unknown m liazive hooKt which oat 

likpted Eumpean Fuhbtu. 

^ THit aeiin tt ch\tH at hhe nJiLnesM* ihe Hunchl»ck. The &ul. Eilit. ha^ *'0 Ahu 
BhlMb*' (Father of the ihootin^-star^evii fipinth the Bm3. EJit. "O hhi of ji hwpl 
Q sdd ui a Something r* (dAftbp a vulgaHam). 
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God giveth dwe." Then the old woman went away and the 
bride, Sitt al-Htuia or the Lady of Beauty hight, entjered the irmer 
part of the alcove braken-hsarted and saying in herself, “By 
Allali f will never yield my person to him; no, not even were 
he to take my life!" But as she came to the further end she saw 
Badr al'Din Hasan and she said, “Dearlingf art thou still sitting 
here? By Allah I was wishing that thou wert my bridegroom 
or, at least, that chou and the hunchbacked horse-groom were 
partners in me," He replied, “O beautiiii] lady, how should the 
Syce have access to thee, and bow should he share in thee with 
me?" "Then, ■’’quoth she, “who is my husband, thou or he?" “Sitt 
ahHusn,” rejoins Hasan, "we have not done this for mete ftm,‘ 
but only as a device to ward oW the evil eye from thee; for when 
the tirewomen and singers and wedding guests saw thy beauty 
b^g displayed to me, they feared fascination and thy father 
hired the horse-groom for ten dinars and a porringer of meat to 
take the evil eye off us; and now he hath received bis hire and 
gone his gait." When the Lady of Beauty heard these wor^ 
^ amiled and rejoiced and laughed a pleasant lau^. TTien she 
whispered him, "By the Lard thou hast Quenched a fire which 
tortured me and now, by Allah, O my little dark-haired darling, 
take me to thee and press me to thy bosom!" Then she began 
singing:— 

“By AlliK, ^et thy foot upon Biy soul •, * Since long, tong years for this alow 
T long: 

And whisper tale of low in ear of [ne; * To me ‘ris sweeter Ehin tlse sweetest 
isong! 

Noodufr youth upon my htirt shall he: ■ So do it often, dear, and do it lortg.” 

Then she stripped off her ou ter and she threw open her chemise 

from the neck downwards and showed her parts genital and all 
the rondure of her hips. When Badr al-Din saw the glorious 
sight his desires were roused, and he arose and doffed his clothes, 
and wrapping up in bis hag-trousera* the puise of gold widch 


t Ai ihe r«ii«r will Mr, Arqib icte*! of "ftiii" aaij prardoU j«l« ate erf the IjirfRtr, 
IHiitimg tlw Kihcntian I4 uiier ruui, and orntperitit fitrtiutnbly vitl) thwe reniinkd in 
Don 

3 Antb. '^Sariwil'* ■ comfpTion of tbc Ptn. “Shsirw^": popyUfly CsILkI 
btnM.vcr, mar ilIki ryicin dofhit^ ill geticTBl afiLl csprciiill}^ msKMoHiLnc. I mifnbte 
arui '"porricoa rhe latctf tting tKc dsviclfti tklrc ofoaf 

In tIw Raw* 'rrhtn F*Hhi4M* mtn, bo have a iirfmbcmiicc 

to lie coiicenkil* {xttkiiAlm Bratl arnmni vritu? TKiultrs. The fcTliiniftt aftltk h WiSif 
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h^d taken from the Jew and which contained the ttirwiitand 
dinars, he bid it under the edge of the bedding. Then be took 
oflus turband and set it upon die settle^ atop ofliis other clothes, 
remaining in his skuli'cap and fine shirt of blue siik bced with 
;old. '\hTiereupon the Lady of Beauty drew him to her and 
. 1 C did [ikewtse. Then he took her to his embrace and set her 
CM round his waist and point-^blaiiked that cannon- placed where 
it oattereth down the bulwark of maidenhead and byeth it waste. 
And he found her a pearl unpierced and unthridden and a filly 
by all men save him s e lf umiddi^: and heabated her virginity and 
had joyance of her youth in his virility and presently he with- 
drew sword from sheath; and then returneef to fray right 
eath; and when the battle and the aiegie had finished, some fifteen 
assaults he had furnished and she conceived by him that very 
night. Then he bid his hand under her head and she did the 
same and they embraced and fell asleep in each other's arms, as a 
certain poet said of such lovers in these couplets;— 

Visit thy Bpum what envy loldi ‘ No envioua churJ shall aimk on bwe 
eiu^'d, 

MexcifiiJ Allah nude no fiurer ti^t * Than coupled krverB single couch doth 
boltl; 

Breast pressing breast and robed in joys thdr own, * With pillowed romamu 
cast ID finest mould; 

And when hort speaks (a heart with longue of bvei * Folk who would part 
them hammer steel ice^ld: 

If a hit fiwtid* thou End who cleave# to thee, ' Live for that friend, that 
foeod in heart enfold. 

O ye w’ho biimie foe love us lower kind • Say. can ye ininistH' to dteeas^d 
mind? 

This much concerning Badr at-Din Hasan and Siti al-Husn his 


hu^jgy hui jKinctimci^ w in Inci^ A qua^itmd pAti «f k b iht inkk, 

Ui\c or v 4 f 3 cn m mw* Hkh of |icaf| jmd predata 

4nd $q tiw trmibcr^mftg'' iM ^uIvj-Eent lo ih& Icoieft ctuiduct. LTpan chr fubjert 

tkf ^'urwii^' Iti ntiAiiti the nifkhii trail ijcniKjt Dr. 

faDfinilre lirn Nodii? Jc» din ke a iT»st vuiunbik work. 

* The turban tnic n^pctt ii noi trpan ihe gmin4 hM. cHapt, l>. 

* Artb. Uiertrifif tht liate oc the modmaiotbn of the ifdt In Lebid 

[plue. of ModfO mean* WAcrr-courKi or k*ti. 

^ In Ar*K the u i nnd HiLIh h ihe Acuc « cuphemam 

for bver. Tbi* m ill occiar tjitouifluiui Tht N ivii U, So die Ar^dH utr i pht*je ci7tTi;sfsndtn[^ 
the Side ^tXd. L e, h b fun. 
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coustn; but as r^ardd the Ifnt, aa soon a* * he saw the twain asleep^ 
he said to the Ifritah, “Arise; slip thee under the youth and let 
US cany him back to his place ere dawn overtake las; for the (iy 
is nearhand.“ ThereupcHi she came forward and, getting under 
him as he lay asleep, coot him up clad only in his dne blue shirt, 
leaving the rest of his gannents; and oased not flying (and the 
Ifrit vying with her in fli^t) till the dawn advised them that it 
had oome upon them mid^way, and the Muesdn began his call 
from the Mmaict, “Haste ye to salvation! Haste ye to salvation 
Then Allah suffered his angelic host to shoot down the Ifrit 
with a shooting star,* so he was consumed, but the Ifritah escaped 
and she descended with Badr al-DIn at the place where the Ifrit 
was burnt, and did not carry him back to fla^rah, lest he 

come to harm. Now by the order of Him who pr^Iestineth all 
things, they alighted at C^mascus of Syria, and the Ifritah set 
down her burden at one of the dty-gates and flew away. When 
day arose and the doors were opened, the folk who came forth 
saw a handsome youth, with no other raiment but his blue shirt 
of goId-embroidered silk and skull'Cap." lying upon the ground 
drowned in sleep after the hard labour of tl^ night which had not 
suffered him to take his rest. So the folk looking at him said, “O 
her luck with whom this one spent the night! but would he had 
waited to don his garments-’' Quoth another, “A sorry lot are 
the sons of great families! Haply he but now came forth of the 
tavern on some occasion of his oT.vn and his wine flew to his head, * 
whereby he hath missed the pbee he was making for and strayed 
till he czme to the gate of tns dty; and finding it shut lay him 
down and w'ent to by^by!” As the people were bandytnv guesses 
about hra suddenly the morning broere blew upon al-Din 
and raising his shirt to his midtfie showed a stomach and navel 
with something below it,® and legs and thighs clear as ctysta! 


* the cft cdJ 

* Amk '"‘SfiUiib/* ihcic mereuff being the flying xhafia sKot uc evil tptntm whe 

too T\m Th£ iJea amie Awn the Jiiu^Tirers of ind Norember me- 

rrht Fuviiici iinJ TiuiniJijt) wbkh lupyr^t ± batik i^ing hi ufiper air, ChAilcm 
dom akis kw ili HjperiljrMsui CDnocrJlftlg ibein mid Odkd [hooc iif the "ficTf 

LmwttncE,'^ fntivii hoa on Au|nur IQ, 

* Anb. An.k-chin; the ciJotK wCFfn unJer the Fex. Ii a, I Juve 

ahl, Km oUdetc ond iht red vocJkn imcotly niHde m Hurci?e> k irpcn ewer tbe hair; 
tin jjfldtflft practice 

* OfreJi lie cieci pfeoJd air afrer a heatcil mmi. 

* I, r, lie irai Jwt a Eiiniisilk ai the poupk guiaied. 
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and smooth as cream. Cried the people. "By Allah he is a pretty 
tcUow!"^ and at the cry Badr al-Ehn awoke and fovind himself 
lying at a city<^te with a crowd ^thered around him. At this 
he greatly marvelled and asked. ''Where am 1, O good folk^ and 
what causeth you thus to gather round me, and what have I had 
to do with you?”; and they answered, “We found thee lying 
here asleep during the call to dawn-prayer and this is all we 
know of the mattett but where diddest thou lie last night?"'^ 
"By Allah, O good people,” replied he, "1 by last ni^t in 
Cairo." Said someboay, "Thou hast surely be^ eating Hash- 
ishi"® and another, "He is a fool;" and a third, "He is a citrou' 
ille;" and a fourth asked him, "Art thou cut of thy mind? thou 
sleepcst in Cairo and thou wakest in the mommg at the ®te of 
Damascus^ity!"® Cried he, “By Allah, my good people one 
and all, 1 He not to you; indeed I by yestemi^t in the bnd of 
Eg^’pt and yestemoon I was at Bassorah." Quoth one, “Well! 
wellS"; and quoth another, "Hoi ho!”; and a third, "&! sol"; 
and a fourth cried, "This youth is mad, is possessed of the Jinni P* * 
So they cbpped hands at him and said to one another, “Alas, 
the pity of it for his youth; by Albh a madman 1 and madness is 
no respecter of persons.” Then said they to him, "Collect thy 
wits and return to thy reason! How couldest thou be in Bassorah 
yesterday and in Cairo yesternight and withal awake in Damascus 
this morning?'’ But he persisted, "indeed I was a bridegroom in 
Cairo last night." “&like tbou hast been dreaming,'' rejoined 
they, "and sawest all this in thy sleep." So Hasan took thought 
for a while and said to ^em, "By Allah, this is no dream; nor 
vision'like doth it seem! I certainiy was in Cairo where they 
displayed the bride before me, in presence of a third person, the 
Hunchback groom who was sitting hard by. By Allah, O my 
brother, this be no dream, and if it were a dream, where is the 
bag of gold 1 bore with me and where are my turband and my 
robe, and my trousers?" Then he rose and entered the dty, 
threading its highways and by'ways and bazar-streets; and the 
people pressed upon him and jeered at him, crying out "hdad ' 
man! madman!” rill he, beside himself with rage, took refuge in 

I In ATJib. "thii for the rmon btfort ghxn- 
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a ax>k"a shop. Now thai Cook had been a tnfle too clever, that 
is, a ro^ and thief; but Allah had made Eiim repent and turn 
from evil vsmys and op^ a codt'shop; and all the people of 
Etemascus stood in fear of his boldness and his mischier. So when 
the crowd saw the youth enter his shop, they dispersed being 
afraid of him, and went their ways. The Cook looked at E^dr 
al'Din and, noting his beauty and loveliness, fell in love with him 
forthright and said, “Whence comest thou, O youth? Tell meat 
once thy tale, for thou arc become dearer to me than my soul/' 
So Hasan recounted to him all that had befallen him from 
beginning to end (but in repetition there is no fruition) and the 
said, “O my lord Badr al^Din, doubtless thou knowest that 
this case is wondraus and this story tnarveUous; therefore, O my 
son, bide what hath bedded thee, till Allah dispel what ills be 
thine; and tarry with me here the meanwhile, for 1 have no child 
and I will adopt thee/' Badr ahDin replied, *'Be it as thou wilt, 
O my uncle 1" Whereupon the Cook went to the baiar and 
bought him a bne suit of clothes and made him don it; then fared 
with him to the Kad, and formally declared that he was his son. 
So Badr aJ'Din Hasan became known in Damascus^ty as the 
Cook's son and be sat with him in the shop to take the silver, 
and on this wise he sojoumf^l there for a time. Thus far con* 
ceming him; but as tegards his cousin, the Lady of Beauty, when 
morning dawned she awoke and missed Badr al'Din Ha-4n from 
her side; but she thought that he had gone to the privy and she 
sat expecting him for an hour or so; when behold, entered her 
father Shams al-Din Mohammed, Wazir of Egypt. Now he was 
disconsolate by reason of what had befallen him through the 
Sultan, who had entiearixi him harshly and had inarch hm 
daughter by force to the lowest of his menials and he too a lump 
of a CToom bunch'backed withal, and he said to himself, *T will 
slay diis daughter of mine if of her own f^e will she have yielded 
her person to this accursed carle.” So he came to the door of the 
bride’s private chamber and said, "Hot Sitt al'Husn." She 
answered him, “Here am II here am 1!‘ O my lord,” and came 


^ Arab. ihc 07 tcclintoll^ cmUed “Talbi^h"* anfi y*d by rki^ 
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out unsteady of gait after the pains and pleasures of the nig^t; 
and she kissed his hand, her showing redoubled brightness 
and b^uty for having lain in the anns of ^t gazelle, her cousin. 
When her fktber, the Waiir, saw her in such case, he asked her, 
“O thm accurst, art thou rejoicing because of this horsc' 
groom?”, and Sitt ahHusn smilra sweetly and answered, “By 
Allah, don’t ridicule me; cnou^ of what passed yesterday when 
folk laughed at me, and evened me with that groom-fellow who is 
not wo^y to bring my husband's shoes or slippers; nay who is 
not worth the paring of my husband’s nails! By the Lord, never 
in my life have 1 nighted a mght so sweet as yesternight!, so don’t 
mock by reminding me of the Gobbo.” When her parent beard 
h® wcffds he was hlied with fory, and his eyes glared and stared, 
BO that little of them showed save the whites and he cried, “Fie 
upon thee! What words are these? 'Twas the hunchbacked 
horae-groom w-ho passed the night with thee!" “Allah upon 
thee,” replied the Lady of Beauty, “do nor worry me about the 
Goblx>, Allah tiamn his fatherand leave jesting with me; for this 
groom was only hired for ten dinars and a porringer of meat and 
he took his wagp and went his way. As for me I entered the 
bridal'chamber, where 1 found my true bridegroom sitting, after 
the singer'women had displayed me to him; the same who had 
crossed their hands with red gold, till ev^ pauper that was 
present waaed wealthy; and I passed the night on the breast of 
my bonny man, a most lively darling, with his black eyes and 
joined eyebrows.* *" When her parent heard these words the 
ught before his became night, and he cried out at her saying, 
“O thou whore 1 What is this thou tellest me? Where be thy 
wits?” "O my father," she rejoined, “thou breakest my heart; 
enough for thee tha.t thou hast been so hard upon me! Indeed 
my husband who took my virginity is but just now gone to the 
draught'house and I feel that t have conceived by hinL'’* The 
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Waitr rose in much marvel and entered the privy where he found 
the hunchbacked horse'OToom with his head in the hole and his 
heels in the air. At this sight he was confounded and said, 
“'This is none other than he, the rascal Hunchback!" So he 
called to him, "Ho, Hunchback!" The Gobbo grunted out, 
‘■’Td.ghuml TogMwir* * thinking it was the Jfrit spoke to him; so 
the Wazir shouted at him and said. “Speak out, or Til strike oif 
thy pate with this sword." Then quoth the Hunchback, "By 
Allan, O Shaykh of the Ifrits, ever since thou settest me in this 
place, I have not lifted my head; so Allah upon thee, cake pity 
and entreat me kindly!" When the Wazir heard this he asked, 
^'What is this thou sayest? I’m the bride’s father and no Ifrit." 
"Enou^ for thee that thou hast well nigh done me die," an- 
swerea Quasimodo; “now go thy ways before he come upon thee 
who hath served me thus. Could ye not marry me to any save 
the lady-love of bu£iloes and the beloved of Ifinits? Allah curse 
her and curse him who married me to her and was the cause of 

this my case."-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day, 

and ceased to say her permitted say. 


Slhtn t( tong tfje H^toenfy'lEfirh iiighh 

She said. It bath reached me, O auspicious King, that the hunch¬ 
backed groom spake to the bride's father saying, “Allah curse him 
who was the cause of this my case!” Then said the Warir to 
him, “Up and out of this place I” “Am I mad," cried the groom, 
"that I should go with thee without leave of the Ifrit whose last 
words to me w^ere:—When the sun rises, arise and go thy gait." 
So hath the sun risen or no?; for I dare not budge from this place 
till then." Asked the Wazir, “Who brought thee hither?"; and 
he answered “I came here yesternight for a call of nature and to 
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do what HOIK cati do for me, w'hen lo! a mouse came out of the 
water, and squeaked at me and swelled and waxed gross till it was 
big as a bufelo, and spoke to me words chat entered my cars. 
Then he left me here and went away, Allah curse the bride and 
him who married me to her !” The Warir walked up to him and 
lifted his head out of the cc^fxiol hole; and he fared, forth rxin' 
ning for dear life and hardly crediting chat the sun had risen; and 
repaired to the Sultan to whom he told all that had befallen him 
with the Ifrit. But the Waiir returned to the bride’s private 
chamber, sore troubled in spirit about her, and said to her, ”0 my 
^ughter, explain this strange matter to me I" Quoth she, ‘■' Tb 
simply tbift, The bridc^oom to whom they di^Liyed me ye 3 ter> 
eve Jay with me all night, and took my virginity and 1 am with 
rhild by him. He is toy husband and if thou believe me not, there 
are his turband, twbstcd as it was, lying on the settle and his 
dagger anti bis trousers beneath the bra with a something, I wot 
not what, wrapped up in them." When her father heard this he 
entered the private cWmber and found the turhand 'which had 
b^ left there by Badr al Din Hasan, his brother's son, and he 
took it in hand and turned it over, saying, "'This is the turband 
worn by Warirs, save that it is of Mosul stuff."^ So he opened it 
and, finding what seemed to be an amulet sewn up in the Fet, he 
unsewed the lining and took it out; then he lifted up the trousers 
wherein was the purse of the thousand gold pieces and, opening 
that also, found in it a written paper. Tliis he read and it was 
the salc'receipt of the Jew in the name of Badr ai'Din Hasan, son 
of Nur ai'Din Ali, the Egyptian; and the thousand dinars were 
also titer?. Nosooner had Shams ai'Din read this than becried out 
with a loud cry and fell to the ground fainting; and as soon as he 
revived and understood the gist of the matter he marvelled and 
said, ‘■‘’There is no god, but the God, whose j'\ll'tnight is over alt 
things I Kiiowest mou, O my daughter, who it was that became 
the husband of thy virginity?" **No," answered she, and he said 
"Verily he is the son of my brother, thy cousin, and this thousand 
dinars is thy dovtfry. Praise be to Allah! and would 1 wot how 
thi!^ matter came about P’ Then opened he the amulet which was 
sewn up and found therein a paper in the handwnting of ius 
deceased brother, Nur ai'Din the Egyptian, father of Badr ai'Din 
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Hasan; aftd, wivcn he saw the hand-writing, he kissed it aga^ and 
again; and he wept and wailed over his drad brother and impro¬ 
vised these lines:— 

w thfiT races oikI with pam 1 ” And on tbcir whilocce honea [ 

weep 

Aitd Kim I who deaJt th» prcing^bfow * Some be dd^ vouduofe z 
safe return,”* 

When he ceased versifying, he read the scroll and found in it 
recorded the dates of bis brother's marriage with the daughter of 
the Wacir of Bassorah, and of his going in to her. and her concept 
don, and the birth of Badr al-Din Hasan and all his brother's his^ 
tory and doings up to his dying day. So he marvelled much and 
shook with joy and, comparing the dates with his own marriage 
and going in unto his wife and the birth of his daughter, Sict al- 
Husn, be found that they perfectly agreed. So he took the docu¬ 
ment and, repairing with it to the ^Itan, acquainted him with 
what had passed, from first to kst; whereat the King marvelled 
and commanded the case to be at once recorded.* The Wazir 
abode that day eipecting to sec his brother's son bur he cime 
not; and he waited a second day, a third day and so on to the 
seventh day, without any tidings of him. So he said, "By Allah, 
I will do a deed such as none hath ever done before me and he 
took reed-pen and ink and drew a sheet of paf^ the plan of 

the whole house, showing whercaTOUts was the private chamber 
with the curtain in such a place and the furniture in such another 
and so on with all that was in the room, Then he folded up the 
sketch and, causing all the furniture to be collected, he took Badr 
al'Din's ^nnents and the turhand and Fea and robe and purse, 
and carried the whole to his house and locked them up, against 
the coming of his nephew, Badr al-Dm iiisan, the son of hS tost 
brother, with an iron padlock on which he set his seal. As for 
the Waar s dau^ter. w'hen her tale of months was fulfilled, she 
bare a son like the full moon, the image of his fathfa" m beauty and 
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loveliness and fair proportions and perfect grace. They cut bis 
navel-string^ and Kohl'd his eyelids to strengthen his eyes, and 
gave him over to the nurses and nursery governesses,* * naming 
him Ajib, the Wonderful His day was as a month and his month 
was as a year;*andt when seven years had passed over him, hi'a 
grandfather sent him to school, enjoining the master to teach him 
Konm-reading, and to educate him well He remained at the 
school four years, til] he began to bully his schoolfellows and 
abuse them and hash them and thrash them and say, "Who 
among you is like me? 1 am the son of the Watir of Egypt!" At 
last the boys came in a body to complain to the Moni tor* of what 
hard usage they were wont to have from Ajib, and he said to 
them, "I will tell you somewhat you may do to him so that he 
shall leave off coming to the school, and it is this. When he 
enters to-morrow, sit ye down about him and say some one of you 
to some other, "By Allah none shall play with us at this game es" 
cept he tell us the names of his m^^mma and his papa: for he who 
knows not the names of his mother and his father is a bastard, a 
son of adultery,* and be shall not play with us.'" When mom- 
ing dawned the boys came to school, Ajib being one of them, and 
all flocked round him saying, ''We will play a game wherein none 
shall join save he can tell the name of ms mamma and his papa." 
And they all cried, "By AIkh, good!" Then quoth one of them, 
"My name is Majid and my mammy's name is Alawiyah and my 
daddy's Iz:; al Din." Another spoke in like guise and yet a third, 
till Ajfb's turn came, and he said, "My name is Ajib, and my 
mother's is Sitt al-Husn, and my father's Shams al-Din, the Wazir 
of Cairo." "By Allah," cried they, "the Warir is not thy true 
father." Ajib answered, "The Wanr is my fether in very deed." 
Then the boys all laughed and cbpped their bands at him, saying 
"He does not know who is his papa: get out from among us, for 
none shall pky with us except he know his father’s name." 
Thereupon they dispersed from around him and laughed him to 
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£com; so his breast was straitened and he well nigb choked with 
tears and hurt feelings. Then said the Monitor to him, “We 
know that the Wa2ir is thy grandfather, the father of thy mother, 
Sitt ai'Husn, and not thy father. As for thy father, neither dost 
^oru know him nor yet do we; for the Sultan married thy mother 
to the hunchbacked horsc'groom; but the Jinni came and slept 
with her and thou hast no known father. Leave, then, com' 
paring thyself too advantageously with the little ones of the 
school, till thou know that thou bast a lawful father; for until 
thm thou wilt pass for a child of adultery amongst them, Seest 
thou not that even a huckster's son knoweth his own sire? Thy 
grandfather is the Wadr of Egypt; but as for thy father we wot 
him not and we say indeed that thou hast none. So return to thy 
sound senses r‘ When Ajib heard these insultine words from the 
Monitor and the school Mys and understood the reproach they 
put upon him, be went out at once and ran to his mother, Sitt ai' 
Husn, to complain; but he was crying so bitterly that his tears 
prevented his speech fora while. When she heard his sobs and 
saw his tears her heart burned as though with fire for him, and she 
said, “O my son, why dost thou weep? Allah keep the tears from 
thine eyes! Tell me what hath beaded thee?” So he cold her all 
that he heard from the boys and from the Monitor and ended with 
asking, '*.'\nd who, O my mother, is ray father?" She answered, 
“Thy feiicr is the Wazir of Egypt;" but he said, “Do not lie to 
me. The Wazir is thy father, not minel who then is my father? 
Except thou tell me the very truth ! will kill myself with this 
hanger.'** When his mother heard him speak of his father she 
wept, remembering her cousin and her bridal night with him and 
all that occurred there and then, and she repeated these couplets; — 

"Love in my heart they lit and went tbtif ways, ’ And all i love to furthest 
hiuh withdraw; 

And when they left me sufferance aljo left, “ And when we parted Patience 
bade adieu: 

They fled and flying with my joys they ffel, * In cnnaiatKry my apirit fiew : 

They m^de my cydida fluw wjeh severance tears * And co ihc parting-pang 
these drops ore due? 
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And when I long to see TeunuM<lay, * * My groans probnguig soie fat futh 
1 euei 

Then in tny heart of hearts cheir shapes t trace, * And love and longing care 
and cark renew: 

O ye, whose names ding round me like a doak, * Whose bve yet do«r thin a 
shirt i drew, 

Qeloved onesl bow tong this hard despite? * How long this sevEranjo; and 
this ooy shy Bight?" 

Then ste wailed and shrieked aloud and her son did the like; and 
behold, in came the Wazir whose heart burnt within him at the 
sight of their lamentations, and he said/‘What makes you weep?^’' 
So the Lady of Beauty acquainted him with what had happened 
between her son and the school boys; and he also wept, calling 
to mind his brother and what bad past between them and what 
had betided his daughter and how he had failed to fand out what 
mystery there was in the matter. Then he rose at once and, 
repairing to the audience'hall, went straight to the King and told 
his tale and craved his permission^ to travel eastward to the dty 
of Bassorah and ask after his brother's son. Furthermore he be- 
sought the Sultan to write for him letters patent, authorising him 
to seise upon Badr al-Din.his nephew and son'in-law*Wfheresccver 
he might find him. And he wept before the King, who had pity on 
him and wrote royal auti^rapns to his deputies in all clim es? and 
countries and dries; whereat the Wadr rejoiced and prayed for 
blessings on him. Then, taking leave of bis ^veceign, he returned 
to his house, where he equipped himself and his daughter and his 
adopted child Ajib, with all things meet for a long nwch; and set 
out and travetleo the first day and the second and the third and so 
forth till he arrived at Damascus'dty. He found it a feir place 
abounding in trees and streams, even as the poet said of it:— 

WbffM I dieted and dayed in town, * Time sware such another 

he neer should view: 

And cireiess we dept under wmg of * Till dappled Morn her 

tmiks remw: 

And dew-drnps cm branch in then: hung, ^ Like pearU lo be dropt 

when the Zephyr blew: 

And the was ihc page where birds read and note* * And the clouds set 
paints ta whar wrote. 
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The Wazir scamped an the open ipate called Al'Hasa;' and, 
after pitching Cents, said to his servants, bait here for two 
days!” So they went into the dcy upon their several occasions, 
this to sell and that to buy; to go to the Hammam and 
that to visit the CathedmI'inosque of the Banu Umayyah, the 
Omtoiades, w’hose like is not in tms world,* * AJib also went, with 
his attendant eunuch, for solace and diversie^ to the city and the 
servant followed with a quarter-staiP of almcaid'wood so heavy 
that if he struck a camel therewith the b^t would never rise 
ag^,^ When the people of Damascus saw Ajib's beauty and 
broliancy and perfect grace and symmetry (for he was a marvel 
of comeliness and winning loveliness, softer than the cool breeze 
of the North, sweeter than limpid waters to man in drowth, and 
pleasanter than the health for which sick man sueth), a mighty 
many followed him, whilst others ran on teforc, and sac down on 
the road until be should come up, that they might gaze on h im 
till, as O^tiny bad decreed, the Eunuch stopped opposite the 
shop of Ajib's &ther, Badr al'Din Hasan Now his beard had 
grown long and thick and his wits had ripened dudng the twelve 
years whidi had passed over him, and the Cook and ex-rogue 
having died, the so-caUed Hasan of Bassocah had succeeded to ms 
goods and shop, for that he had been formally adopted l^ore the 
Kaxi and witnesses. When his son and the Eunuch stepped be¬ 
fore him be gazed on Ajib and, seeing bow very beaudAif ^ was, 
his heart fluttered and throbbed, and blood ^ew to blood and 
natural affection spake out and bis bowels yearned over him. 
He had just diesseo a conserve of pomegpnate-grains with sugat, 
and Heaven-implanted love wrought within him; so he called to 
his son Ajib and said, "'O my lord, O thou who hast gotten the 
mastery of my heart and my very vitals and to whom my bowels 
yeam; siy me, wilt thoti enter my house and sobce my soul by 
eating of my meat?” Then his eyes streamed with rears which 
he could not stay, for he bethought him of what he had been and 
what he had become. When Ajib heard Ids fathers words 
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heart also yeamed himwards and he looked at the Eunuch and 
said CO him, "Of a truth, O my good guard, my heart yearns to 
this cook; he is as one that hath a son far away from him ; so let us 
enter and gladden his heart by tasting of his hospitality. Pet' 
chance for our so doing Allah may reunite me with my father/’ 
When the Eunuch heard these words he ciied, *" A ^e thing this, 
by Allah! Shall the sons of W^azirs be seen eeting in a common 
c^'shop? Indeed 1 keep off the folk from thee with this quarter' 
staff lest they even look upon thee; and I dare not suffer thee to 
enter this shop at all/' When Hasan of Bassorah heard his speech 
he marvelled and turned to the Eunuch with the tears pouring 
down his cheeks; and AJib said, "Verily my heart loves him!" 
But he answered. “Leave this ^Ik, thou shalt not go in," There' 
upon the father turned to the Eunuch and said, "O worthy sir, 
why wilt thou not gladden my soul by entering my shop? O thou 
who art like a chestnut, dark without but white of heart within t 
O thou of the like of w^hom a certain poet said • • • " Xhe 
Eunuch burst out a'laughing and asked—"'Said what? Speak out 
by Allah and be quick about it." So Hasan the BaMorite began 
reciting these couplets:— 

*'[f not nusrer of sunnerB <ar aughi (hu di$cnet * In :he bowebold of Kings 
no trust could he take: 

And then for the Hiftml What Eunuch* u he * Whom an^U would serve 
for hia semce sikc." 

The Eunuch marvelled and was pleased at these words, so he cook 
Ajib by the hand and went into the cook's shop: whereupon 
Hasan the Basscritc ladled into a saucer some conserve of 
pomegianate'grains wonderfully good, dressed with almonds and 
sugar, saying, "You have honoured me with your company: eat 
then and health and happiness to youl" Thereupon Ajib said to 
his father, "Sit thee down and eat with us; so perchance Allah 
may unite us with him we long for." Quoth Hasan, “O my son. 
hast thou then been afflicted in thy tender years with parting from 
those thou lovest?" Quoth Ajib, "Even so, O nuncle mine; my 
heart bums for the loss of a beloved one who is none other than 
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my father; and indeed 1 come forth, I and my grandfather/ to 
circle and search the world for him* Oh, the pity of it. and how 
1 long to meet him !" Then he wept with exceeding weeping, and 
his father also wept seeing him weep and for his own bereave^ 
ment, which recalled to him his long separation from dear friends 
and from his mother; and the Eunuch was moved to pity for 
him. Then they ate together till they were satisfied; and Ajib 
and the slave rose and left the shop. Hereat Hasan the Bassorite 
frit as thou^ hU soul had d^art^ his body and had gone with 
them; for he could not lose sight of the boy during the twinkling 
of an eye, albeit he knew not that Ajib was his son. So he locked 
up his shop and hastened after them; and he walked so fast chat 
he came up with them before they had gone out of the western 
gate. The Eunuch turned and asked mm. “What ails thcef'; 
and Badr al-Din answeredt “When ye went from me, m<seemed 
my soul had gone with you; and, as I had business without the 
dty'gate, I purposed to bear you company till my matter was 
ordered and so return.” The Eunuch was angered and said to 
Ajib, “This is just what 1 feared! we ate that unlucky mouthful 
(which we are txjund to respect), and here is the fellow following 
us from place to for the vul^ axe ever the vulgar." Ajib, 
turning and seeing the Cook just behind him, was wroth and his 
free reddened with rage and he said to the servant, “Let him 
wralk the highly of the Moslems; but, when we turn off it to 
our tents, and find that he still follows us, we will send him about 
his business with a flea in his ear.'* Then he bowed his head and 
walked on, the Eunuch walking behind him. But Hasan of Bas^ 
sorah follow^ them to the plain Al-Hasa; and, as they drew near 
to the tents, they turned round and saw him dose on their heeb; 
90 Ajib was very anpy, fearing that the Eunuch might tell his 
grandfather what liadiippened. His indignation was the hotter 
for apprehension lest any say that after he had entered a cook-diop 
the cook had followed him. So he turned and looked at Hasan 
of Bassorah and found his eyes fixed on his own, for the father 
had become a body without a soul; and it seemed to Ajib that 
his eye was a treadierous eye or that he was scanc lewd fellow. 
So his rage redoubled and, stooping doiwn, he took up a stone 
weighing half a pound and threw it at bis father. It struck him 
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on the forehead, cutting it open from eye'brow to cye-brow and 
causing the blood to atream down; and Hasan tell to the ground 
in a swoon whibt Ajib and the Eunuch made for the tents. When 
the father came to himself he wiped away the blood and tore off a 
strip from bis turband and bound up his head, blaming himself 
while, and saying, “ 1 wronged the lad by shutting up my shop 
and following, so that he thought I was some evibminded fellow." 
Then he returned to his pboe where he busi^ himself writh the 
sale of his sweetmeats; and be yearned after his mother at 
Bassorah, and wept over her and broke out repeating:— 

“Unjust it were to hid the World' be just * * And blame her not . She neV 
was made for justice: 

Take what she gives thee, leave all gnef i«ide. * For now to fair and then to foul 
her lust la." 

So Hasan of Bassorah set himself steadily to sell his sweetmeats; 
but the Waiir* bis uncle, halted in Damascus three days and then 
inarched upon Emesa, and passing through that town he made 
enquiry there and at every place where he rested. Thence he 
fared on by way of Hamah and Aleppo and thence through Diyar 
Ralrr and Mlridin and Mosul, still enquiring, till he arrived at 
Bassor^'cicy. Here, as soon as he had secured a lodging, he pre- 
sented himself before the Sultan, w’ho entreated him tvith fcgh 
honour and the respect due to his rank, and asked the cause of his 
coming. The Wazir acquainted him with his history and told 
him that the Minister Nur abDin was his brother; w’hereupon 
the Sultan exclaimed, “Allah have mercy upon him [" and added, 
“My good Sahib?; he w’as my Watir for fifteen years and I loved 
him exceedingly. Then he died leaving a son who abode only a 
single month after his father's death; since iwhich time he has 
disappeared and we could j^in no tidings of him. But his 
mother, who is the daughter of my former Minister, is still 
among us." When the Warir Shams al*Din heard that his neph¬ 
ew’s mother was alive and well, he rejoiced and said, "O King 
I much desire to meet her." The King on the uismnt gave him 


* tn Arnbk the IVorrtd b feminiitie- 

* Ar>b. *‘S4li«b’— lit- a comFiuiiMi r)k • friewJ eipeeiHlty' aiFp‘>^ ™ jhe Ct^- 
pinHuiB of Mohitntfticd- Henct the Suintu clih* fur ihctti i he hanouf ol * frieisdihiF 
with the .SpMtIei iwif th(c Sliihi npljr ihiii the Arub iiys "Sehabi'Uiu'l-htmSt 

Am Mb h» Sahib or In the raw it if a WjzirtaJ titfe, In niodm India it 

ia=Sendtman. "Sjihlb lost'' ftlw iuhlti weMf iheif white wiqueTOrt, »hii, 

by Uw by, mpatiy fHiepromMuce the word ''Sab.'' 




Alp Lavlah wa LAvtAii. 


:^ 5 S 

leave to visit her; so he befcoolc htmsdf to the mansion of his 
brother, Nur ai'Din, and cast socrowfhJ glances on aJi things in 
and around it and kissed the threshold. Then he bethought him 
of his brother, Nur aJ'Din Ali, and how be had died in a strange 
land from kith and tdn and friends; and he wept and repeated 
these lines;— 

“I wanthr 'mid these walh, my Liyla^s walk, • And Idsatn^ this and wall 

[ toam: 

Tis not tbf walls or roof my bemt eo lories, “ But ttrae who in tfaifi home had 
mode thcir baroe/' 

Then he passed tbrou^ the gptc into a courtyard and found a 
vaulted doorw'a.y builc^d of l^dest syenite* inlaid with sundry 
kinds of multi'coloured marble. Into this he walked and wan- 
dered about the house and. throv.’ing many a glancp: around, saw 
the name of his brother, Nur al'Din, written in gold wash upon 
the walb. So he went up to the inscription and kissed it and 
wept and thought of how he had been separated from his 
brother and had now lost him tor ever, and he recit&l these 
couplets.— 

*'[ ask of you from every riauig aiuti, • And eke I «k when ilubeth leven- 
light: 

Restl^ I mjr nights m passitHi-paui. * Y« ne'er I ‘plain me of my pain' 
fill pl^t; 

My Tovef if longer hut this parting throe * Ijttle by little shall it waste my 
sprite. 

An them wouldat bless these ejmc with tight of thee • Ooc day on earth. 1 
crave none other sight- 

Tliink not ajmtbcf could posa^ my mind • Nor length nor bradth for other 
love I find. 

Then he walked on rill he came to the apartment of his brother's 
widow, the mother of Badr aJ'Din Hasan, the E^tian. Now 
from the time of her son's disappearance she had never ceased 
weeping and wailing through the light hours and the dark; and. 
when the years grew bn^me with her, she built for him a tcrab 
of marble in the midst of the saloon and there used to weep for Him 
day and night, never sloping save thereby. When the Warir 
drew neiir her apartment, he heard her voice and stood behind the 
door while she addressed the sepulchre in verse and said:— 
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by Albbl Seputchtc. aie all bis beaub«s gone? * Hath change the 
pewer to blight bis channs, that Beauty's pon^? 

Thou att not earth, O Sepylchnl i»c art thssu sky to me; * How comes it. 
>K»n in thee 1 see Cdnpint the branch and moon^" 

While she was bemoaning herself after this lashfont behold, the 
Wazir went in to her and saluted her and informed her that he was 
her husband’s brother; and, telling her all that had passed be^ 
tween them, laid open before her 3ie whole story, how her son 
Piadr j^Din Hasan bad spent a whole night with his daughter full 
ten years ago but had di^ppeared in the morning. And he ended 
with saying, “My daughter conceived by thy son and banc a 
malp child who is now with me, and he is thy son and thy son’s 
son by my daughter." When she heard the ridings that her boy, 
Badr al'Din, was sdJl alive and saw her brotherdn-bw, she rose 
up to him and threw herself at his feet and kissed them, rearing 
these lines:— 

*'AUali be ©sod to him that gives glad tidbgs of thy step*: • In very sooth for 
bettzr news mine ears would never sue; 

Were be content with wotEi'Oul robe, upon bis back I'd thrtjw * A heart to 
piaas rent and torn wben beard the word Adku," 

Then the Warir sent for Afib and his grandmother stood up and 
fell on his neck and wept; Mt Shams ai-Din said to her, "This is 
no time for wiping; this is the time to get thee ready for tiaveh 
ling with us to the land of Egypt; haply iAUah will re^te me ^d 
th A witii thy son and my nephew.” Replied ehe, "Hearkening 
and obedience;” and, rising at once, collected her bagage and 
treasures and her jewels, and eqmpped herself and her ^vc-girk 
for the march, wklst the Wadr went to take his leave of the 
Sultan of Bassotah. who sent by him presents and rarities for the 
Soldan of Egypt. Then he set out at once upon his homeward 
inarch and journeyed rill he came to Damascuscity where he 
alighted in the usual place and pitched tents, and said to 
his suite, "We will halt a se’nnight here to buy presents and 
rare things for the Soldan." Now Ajih bethought him of 
the past so he said to the Eunuch, “O L^, I want a liulc 
diversion; come, let us go down to the great barar of Oamas^ 
CUB,' and see what hato becenne of the cook whose sweet' 
meats wc ate and whose head we broke, for indeed he was 
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kind to us and we entreated him scurvily." The Eunuch an- 
swcred, "Hearing is obeying !*’ So they went forth from the tents; 
and the tte of blood drew Ajib toward his father, and forthwith 
they passed through the rate way, Bab al'Faradis’ bight, and 
entered the dty and ceased not walking through the streets till 
they reached the cookshop, where they found Hasan of Bassorah 
standing at the door. It was near the time of mid^ftemoon 
prayer^ and it so fortuned that he had just dressed a ccmfecrion 
of pomegranate-grains. When the twain drew near to him and 
Ajib saw him, his heart yearned towards him, and noticing the 
scar of the blow, which time had darkened on his brow, he ^id 
to him, "Peace be on thee, O man!;* know that my heart is 
with thee. But when Badr al-Din looked upon his son his vitals 
yearned and his heart fluttered, and he hung his head earthwards 
and sou^t to make his ton^e gi\'e utterance to his words, but he 
could notv Then he raised bis head humbly and suppliant'wise 
towards his boy and repeated these couplets — 

"I longed for my betoved hut when [ «w hts face. * Abashed I hfi d m/ m f ig -r; 
and atood with downca^ eye; 

And htiiig my head in d™d and would have hid mv lourc. " But do whatu I 
would yjdsh it would not lie; 

Vdiimca of plaints I bad prepared, raprmch and blamfi, * But when we met. 
no singk word rememfaraed L" 

And then said he ro them. Heal my broken h^rt and eat of my 
sweetmeats; for, by Allah, I cannot look at thee but my heart 
flutters. Indeed I should not have followed thee the other day 
but that I was beside myself " “By Allah," answered Ajib/’thou 
dost indeed love us! We ate in tby house a mouthful when we 
^re hep before and thou madest us repent of it, for that thou 
foUowedst us and wouldst have disgraced us; so now we will not 
aught with thee save on condition that thou make oath not to 
go out after us nor dog us. Otherwise we will not visit thee again 
during our present for we shnU halt a we^k berc, whilst aiy 
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grand^tber buys certain presents for the King,^’ Quoth Hasan of 
Bassorah, “I promise you this.” So Ajib and the y><imich entered 
the shop^ and his iather set before them a saucer'fhll of conserve 
of pomcgranate-CTains. Said Ajib, “Sit thes down and eat with 
us, so h^ly shall Allah dispd our sorrows,” ^san the Bassorite 
was joyi^ and sat down and ate with them; but his eyes kept 
gating fixedly on Ajib's face, for his vary heart and vttiJs clove to 
Eim; and at last the boy said to him. ”Ehd i not cell thee thou art 
a most Doyous dotard?; so do stint thy staring in my facef* * But 
when Ha^ of Bassorah heard bis son's words he repeated these 
lines;— 


''Them bast some arc the hearts of meti m Cbse-veikid, fm^tuihlen 

mystery dark and deep; 

O thou whose beaubfs sh^e the lustrous moon, • Wherewith the fttflrnn 
Mom fears rivdship* 

Thy beauty is a shrm: shall ne’er detiay: * Whose sights shall grow wittl ihey 
all outstrip;’ 

Must I be thust'bumt by chat EdcD-bnow * And tfe of pine to taste thiiT 
Kausar*'lipT’* 

Hasan kept putting morsels into Aub's mouth at one time and at 
another time did the same by the nunuch and they ate til) they 
were sadsfied and could no more. Then all rose up and the cook 
poured water on their hands;* and, loosing a silken waist'shawl, 
dried them and sprinkled them with rosC'Water from a casting' 
bottle he had by him. Then be went out and presently returned 
with a gugglet of sherbet flavoured with rose-water, scented with 
musk and cooled with snow; and he set this before them saying. 
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""Cc^plete your kindness co meT' So Ajib tcok the gugglet and 
drank and passed it to the Eunuch; and It went nound till their 
stomachs were ful] and they were surfeited with a meal 
chan their wont. Then they went away and made haste in walk' 
ing till they reached the tents, and Ajib went in to his grand- 
mother, who kissed him and, thinking of her son, Bidr al-Din 
Hasan, groaned aloud and wept and recited these lines?— 

'*! anil had hoped to thee and enjoy thy sight. " For in Chine absence life 

had last ita kindLy hghti 

I swear my vitab wot nme other tove but tiime * By Al bhe who can read the 

aeoetd of die ^pricef' 

Then she asked Ajib, "■O my son! w*here hast thou been?’*; and 
he answered, “in Damascus-dty;** Whereupon she rose and set 
befote him a bit of scone and a saucer of conserve of pomraranate- 
grains (which was too little sweetened), and said to the 
Eunuch, ■‘Sit down with thy masteri” ^d the servant to him- 
self. ‘"By Allah, we have no mind to eat: I cannot bear the smell 
of bread;’* but he sac down and so did Ajib, though his stomach 
was full of what he had eaten already and drunken. Nevertheless 
he took a bit of the bread and dipp^ it in the pomegranate-con' 
serve and made shift to eat it, but he found it too little sweatened, 
fm" he was cloyed and surfeited, so he said, ‘“Faugh; what be this 
wjld'beast' stuffT* “O my son," cried his grandmother, “dost 
thou 6nd fault whtb my cookery? I cooked this mysdf and none 
can cook it as nicely as I can save thy father, Badr su'Eiin Hasan/' 
“By Allah, O my bdy/* Ajib answered, "this dish is nasty stuff; 
for we saw but now in the dty of Bassorah a cook who so dresseth 
pomcgranatc'grains that the very smell openeth a way to the 
heart and the taste would make a full man long to eat; and, as for 
this mess compared with his, “tis not worth either muiffj or little." 
When his grandmother heard his words she waxed wroth with 
exceeding wrath and locked at the servant——And Shahiarad 
perceived the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted say. 
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CS^en it Uiod tlje ^tDPutP'foiirt^ 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious Kme. that when AJib's 
grandmother heard hb words, she waxed wroth and lodied at the 
servant and said, "'Woe to diee! dost thou spoil my son,* * and 
dost t^e him into common cookshops?’* The Eunuch was 
frightened and denied, saying, *‘'We did not go into the shop; wc 
only passed by it.** ‘"By cried Ajib, “but we did go in 

and we ate tiU i t came out of our nostrils, and the dish was better 
than thy d bh ^** Then his grandmother rose and went and told 
ha* brother'in'law, who was incensed against the Eunuch, and 
sending for him asked him, "'Why didst thou take my son into a 
cookshop?”; and the Eunudi bemg frightened answer^, '"We did 
not go iiL*' But Ajib said, “'We aid go inside and ate conserve cf 
pomegranate'grains till we were full; and the cook gave us to 
drink of ic^ and sugared sherbet.” At this the Wazir's indigna' 
tion redoubled and he questioned the C^trato but, as he still 
deni^ the Wazir said to him, "If thou apeak sooth, sit down 
and eat before us.” So he came fory^d and tried to eat, but 
could not and threw away the mouthful crying *‘0 my lord! 1 am 
aurfdtJ^ since yesterday.” By this the Warir was certified that 
he had eaten at the cook's and bade the slaves throw him* which 
they did. Then they came down on him with a rilybasting 
which burned him td] he cried for mercy and help from Allah, 
saying, ”0 my master, beat me no more and I will tdl thee the 
truth;” whereupon the Warir stopped the bastinado and said, 
“Now speak thou sooth," Quoth the Eimudi, “Know then that 
we did enter the shop of a cook while he was dressing conserve of 
pomegranate'gniins and he set some of it before us: by Allah! 
I never ate in my life its like, nor tasted aught nastier than this 
stuff which is now before us."* Badr al-Din Hasan's mother was 
angry at this and said, "Needs must thou go back to the cook 
and bring me a saucer of conserved pomegranate-grains from that 
which is in bis shop and show it to thy master, that he may say 
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which be the better and the nicer, miric or his.” Said the uii' 
fiexed “I will.” So on the instant she gave him a sauc^ and a 
halt dinar and he returned to the shop and said to the ccx>k, *'0 
Shaykh of all Cooks,’ we liave laia a wager concerning thy 
cookery in my lord’s house, for they have conserve of pome- 
granate-j^ins there also; so give me this half'dinar's worth and 
^k to it; for 1 have eaten a full meal of stick on account of thy 
cookery, and so do not let me eat aught more thereof." Hasan of 
Bassor^ laughed and answered, “By Allah, none can dress this 
dish as it should be dressed save myself and my mother, and she 
ar this time is in a far country.” Then he ladled out a saucer'full; 
and, fini shing it off with musk and rose'water, put it in a cloth 
which be sealed- and gave it to the Eunuch, who hastened back 
with it. No sooner had Badr ahDIn Hasan’s mother tasted it 
and perceived its fine flavour and the excellence of the cookery, 
than she knew who had dressed it, and she screamed and fell 
down fainting. The Wazir, sorely startled, sprinkled rosc'water 
upon her and after a time she recovered and said, “If my son 
be yet of this world, none dressed this conserve of pomegranate^ 
grains but he; and this Cook is my very son Badr al-Din Hasan; 
there is no doubt of it nor can there be any mistake, for only 1 and 
he knew' how to prepare it and J taught lum." When the Waidr 
heard her words he joyed with exce^ing joy and said, ”Oh the 
longing of me for a sight of my brother’s son! I wonder if the 
days will ever unite us with Hm! Yet it is to Almighty Allah 
alone that we look for bringine about this meeting." Then he 
rose without stay or delay and, going to his suite to them, 
“Be aff,soime fifty of you with sticks and staves to the Cook's shop 
and demolish it; then pinion his arms behind him with his own 
turband, saying, “It was thou madcst that foul mess of pome' 
granate'^ainsr and drag him here perforce but without doing him 
a harm.” And they replied, “It is well." Then the Wadr rode 
off without losing on instant to the Palace and, foregathering with 
the Viceroy of Damascus, showed him the Sultan’s orders. After 
careful perusal he kissed the letter, and placing it upon his head 
said to his visitor, “Who is this offender of tblne?” Quoth the 
Waiir, “A man which is a cook.” So the Viceroy at once sent 
Ills apparitors to the shop; which they found demolished and 
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everything in it broken to pieces; for whilst the Waair was 
to the palace his men had done his bidding. Then they awaited 
Ins return iVom the audience, and Hasan of Bassooh who w^ 
their prisoner kept saying, “J wonder what they have found in 
the ooneerve of pomegranate-grains to bring things to this passr'^ 
UTien the Wazir letumed to them, after lUs visit to the Viceroy 
who hafl given him fonnal permissiem to take up his debtor and 
depart with him, <m entering the tents he called for the Cook. 
They brought him forward pinioned with his turband; and, when 
Badr al'Din Hasan his uncle, he wept with exceeding weeping 

and said, “O my lord, wrhat is my offence against thee?'" " Arx 
thou the man who dressed that conserve of pomegranate'grains?”; 
asked the Wazir, and he answered “Yesl didst thou hnd m it 
aught to call for the cutting off of my head?” Quoth the Watir, 
'TT^t were the least of thy deserts!" Quoth the cook, “O my 
lord, wilt thou not tell me my crime and what aiieih the con- 
serve of pomegranate-grains?” “Presently," replied the Warir 
and called aloud to his men, saying * * ‘Bring hither the camels." So 
they struck the tents and by the Warir’s orders the servants took 
Badr al-Din Hasan, and set him in a chest which they padlocked 
and put on a camel. Then they departed and stinted not journey- 
ing till nightfall, when they halted and ate some victual, and cook 
Badr al-Din Hasan out of his chest and gave him a meal and 
locked him up agmn. They set out once more and travelled till 
they reached Kimrah, where they took him out of the box and 
brought him before the \^*^aiir w-ho a^ked him, thou he 

who dressed that conserve of pomegranate-grairks?" He an¬ 
swered "Yes, Omy lord!"; and the Wazir said "Fetter him T’ So 
they fettered him and returned him to the chest and fared on 
again till they reached Cairo and lighted at the quarter called AI- 
Fay d aniyah* Then the Watir gave order to take Badr al-Din 
Hasan out of the chest and sent tor a carpenter and said to him, 
"Make me a cross of wood* for this fellow!" Cried Badr al- 
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Din Haian ''And what wilt thou do with it?”: and the Wa^ir 
replied, ”1 mean to crucify thee thereon, and nail thee thereto 
and parade thee all about the dt>^'’ "And why wilt thou use me 
after this feshion?” “Because of thy villanous cookery of con- 
served pomegranate grains; how durst thou dress it and sell it 
lacking pepper?" “.'\nd for that it beked pepper wilt thou do 
all this to me? Is it not enough that thou hast broken my shop 
and smashed my gear and boxed me up in 3 chest and fed me 
^y once a day?" “Too little pepper! too little pepper! this 
is a crime which can be expbtcd only upon the cross!" Then 
Badr al'Din Hasan marvelled and fell a'mouming for his hfe; 
whereupon the Wazir asked him, "Of what thinkest thou?"; and 
he answered him, “Of maggot>' heads tike thine;^ for an thoj had 
one ounce of sense thou hadst not treated me thus." Quoth the 

punish thee lest thou do the like 
again. Quoth Badr ahDin Hasan, **Of a truth my offence were 
owCT^piioished by the least of what thou hast already done to me; 
and Allah damn all conserve ol pomegranate'grains and curse the 
hour whm 1 cooked it and would I had died ere this!" But the 
Waiir rejoined. There is no help for it: I must crucify a man 
who sells conserve of pomegranate-grains lacking pepper." Ai\ 
^ t^e the carpenter was shaping the wood and Badr al-Din 
looked on; and thus they did till night, when his uncle took Him 
and clapped him into the chest, ^yine. "The thine shall be done 
to-morrow! Then he waited till he knew Badr al-Din Hasan to 
be asleep, when he mounted; and, taking the chest up before him, 
entered the city and node on to his own house, where he alighted 
Md said to his daughter, Sitt aJ-Husn, “Praised be Albh who 
hath rcumted thee with thy husband, the soeei of thine uncle! Up 
now, and order the house as it ms on thy bridal night." So the 
flints arose and lit the candles; and the Warir took out bis 
L j ^ nuptial chamber, and directed t bem what to do till 
they had set everything in its stead, so that whoever saw it 
would .have no doubt but it was the very night of the mar- 
mge. Then he bade them put down Badr al-Din Hhsanb tor- 
band on the settle, as he had deposited it with his ciwn hand, and 
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in like manner his bag-crausers and the purse which were under 
the mattress: and told his daughter to undress her^ and go to 
in the private chamber as on her wedding-night, adding, 
"When the son of thine uncle comes in to thee, say to him^— 
Thou hast loitered while going to the privy; and call him to lie 
by thy side and ke^ him in converse tflJ daybreak, when we will 
explain the whole matter to him.” Then he bade take Badr al- 
Din Hasan out of the chest, after loosing the fet^a from his feet 
and stripping off all that was on him save the fine shirt of blue 
silk in which he had slept on his wedding'night; so that he was 
well'nigh naked and trouserless. All this was done whilst be 
was sleeping on utterly unoonsdous. Then, by doom of Destiny, 
fiadr al'Din Hasan turned over and awoke; and, Ending himself 
in a lighted vestibule, said to himself, "'Surdy 1 am in the maaes 
of some dream.” So be rose and went on a little to an inner doot 
and looked in and iol he was in the very chamber wherein the 
bride had been displayed to him: and diCTe he saw the bridal 
alcove and the settle and his turband and all his clothes. When 
he sawr this he was confounded and kept advancing with one 
foot, and rctirine with the other, saying, ” Am I sleeping or 
wabng?” And He began nibbing his forehead and saying (for 
indeed he was thoraugWy astoundiSl),“By Allah, verily this is the 
chamber of the bride who was displayed b^ore me! Where 
am I then? 1 was surely but now in a box!” Whilst he was 
talking with himself, Sict aJ'Husn suddenly lifted the omner of 
the chaiijber<urtain and said, "O my lord, wilt thou not come 
in? Indeed thou hast loitered lon^ in the water'closet.” When 
he heard her words and saw her fecc he burst out laughing^d 
said, “"Of a truth this is a very nightmare among dreams!” Then 
he went in sighing, and pondered what bad come to pass with 
him and was perpkxed about his case, and his affair became yet 
more obscure to him when he saw his turband and bag'trouscrs 
and when, feeling the pocket, he found the purse containing the 
thousand gold pieces. So he stood still and muttered, “Allah is 
all knowing! Assuredly 1 am dreaming a wild waking dream 1” 
Then said the Lady of Beauty to him, “What aib thee to look 
puzzled and perplexed?”; adding, *'^Thou wast a very different 
man durin g the first of the night!" He laughed and asked her, 
"How long have 1 been away from thee?”; and she answered him. 
"Allah preserve thee and His Holy Name be about thee! Thou 
didst but go out an hour ago for an occasion and return. Are thy 



34S 


Alp Laylah wa Layiah. 


wits dean ^e?” When Badr al-Din Hasan heaid this, he 
laughed,’ and said, "Thou Imt spoken truth; but, when I went 
out from thee, I forgot mysdf awhile in the draught-house and 
dreamed that I was a cook at Damascus and ab^e there ten 
years; and there came to me a boy who was of the sons of the 
great, and with him an Eunueb." Here he passed ids hand over his 
forehead and, feeling the scar, cried, "By Allah, O my hJy, it must 
have been true, for he struck my forehead with a stone and cut 
it open from eye-brow to eye-brow; and here is the mark: so it 
must have been on wake." Then he added, “But perhaps I 
^mt it when we fell asleep, 1 and rhou, in each other's arms, 
for meseems it as thou^ 1 travelled to Damascus without 
tarbush and trousers and set up as a cook there." Then he was 
p^icjted and considered for awhile, and said, "By Allah, 1 also 
landed that I dressed a conserve of poraegranate-grains and put 
too little pepper in it. By Allah, 1 must have slept in the nmnero- 
cent and have seen the whole of this in a dream; but how long 
was that dream!" "Allah upon thee," said Sitt ahHusn, "and 
w'hat more saw^est thou?" So he related all to her; and presently 
said, “By Allah had 1 not woke up they would have nailed me 
toa cross of woodP "Wherefore?" asked she; and he answered, 
putlog too little pepper in the conserve of pomegranate- 
grams, and meseemed they demolished my sh^ and dashed to 
pieces iny ™tfi and pans, destroyed all my stun and put me in a 
box; they then sent for the carpenter to fashion a cross for me 
a^d would have crucified me thereon- Now AlhamdolilUhl 
tbanlcs be to Allah, for that ail this happened to me in sleep^ and 
on Sitt al-Husn laughed and clasped him to her 

^m Md he her to his; then he thought again and said, “By 
AJiah, It could not be save while I was awake: truly I know not 
what to think of it." Then he by him down and all the night he 
was bewildered al^t his rase, now saying. "1 was dreai^g!" 

then saying, I was awake! *, till morning, when his uncle 
Shams al-Din, the VVaidr, came to him and saluted him When 
Badr d'Din Hasan saw him he said, "By Allah, art thou not he 
who bade bind my bands behind me and smash my shop and nail 
me to a cross on a matter of conserved pomegranate-grains be- 
cause the dish lacked a sufficiency of pep perr’ Whereupon the 
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VJasSi said to him, "Know, O my son, that truth hath shown it 
soothfast and the concealed hath been revealed!^ Thou art 
the son of my brother, and 1 did all this with thee to certify 
myself that thou wast indeed he who w-ent in unto my daughter 
that night, i could not be sure of this, till I saw that thou 
knewest the chamber and thy turband and thy trousers and thy 
gold and the papers in thy wiring and in that of thy father, my 
brother; for 1 had never seen thee afore that and knev? thee not; 
and as to thy mother 1 have prevailed upon her to come with me 
from Bassor^." So saying, he threw' himself on his nephew's 
breast and wept for joy: and Badr al-Din Hasan, hearing th^ 
words from his uncle, marvelled with exc^ding marvel and fell 
on his neck and also shed tears for excess ceT delight. Then said 
the Watir tn him, "O my son, the sole cause of all this is what 
passed between me and thy sire;" and he told him the manner 
of his father wa 5 ffaring to Bassorah and all that had occurred to 
part them. Listly the Warir sent for Ajib; and when his father 
saw him he cried, “And this is he who struck me with the 
stonef' Quoth the Waair “This is thy son?" .And Badr al-Din 
Hasan threw' himself upon his boy and began repeating:— 

“Long lave J wept oV severance* ban and banc, * Long foan mine eyelids 
tear-rilh ml and rain: 

And vowed 1 if Time re-uniem bring * My tongue frem name of “Severance 
I'll restrain: ^ 

Joy hath o'^a'cewne toe to this setess tfuil 1 * Fnam joy s levuUicfft to aJiea teant 
am fain: 

Ye are jo trained to teats, O eyne of inel * You weep with pleaBurt as you 
weep with pain."’ 

When he had ended his verse his mother came in and threw her' 
self upon him and began reciting:— 

“When wc met we ccmplsined, • Our hcartt were sore wrung: 

But pbmt 13 not pleasant * Fro* mEssenger'i tongue," 

Then she wept and related to him what had befallen her since his 
departure, and he told her what he had suffered, and they thanked 
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Alkh Almighty for thdr reunion. Two days after his arrival the 
Wasir Shams al-Din went in to the Sultan and, kissing the ground 
between his hands, greeted him with the greeting to tCtngs. 
The Sult^ revoked at hk return and his face brightened ai^, 
placing him by his aide,* asked him to relate alT 1^ had seen 
in his way^ring and whatso had bccided turn in his going and 
coming. So the Wadr told him all that had passed from fet to 
last and the Sultan said, '‘‘Thanks be to Allah to thy victory^ and 
the winning of thy wish and thy safe return to thy children and 
thy people! And now I needs must sec the son of thy brother, 
Hasan of Bassorah, so bring him to the audience-hail to-morrow." 
Shams al-Din replied, “'Thy slave shall stand in thy presence to- 
morrow, Inshalbh, if it be God s will." Then be saluted him and, 
returning to his own house, informed his nephew of the Sultan's 
desire to see him, whereto replied Hasan, whilome the Bassorite, 
“The slave is obedient to the oi^ of his lord/* And the result 
was that next day heai^ompanied his uncle. Shams al-Din, to the 
Divan; and, after saluting the Sultan and doing him reverence in 
most ceremmiious obeisance and with most courtly obseoiiious- 
ness, he began improvising these verses!— 

"Tlie firat in rank to lufia the ground ihalJ deign * Before you, and alJ ends 
and ainki atcam: 

You are t^our'e foiint; and all that hope of you, * S hall min more honour 
than Hflpe hoped to 


The Sultan smiled and signed to him to sit down. So he took a 
scat do^ to his uncle. Shams al-Din, and the King asked him his 
Quoth 6^dr eI^Diu Htisan, ^''Thc of thy la 

^own 35 Hasan the Ba&sontc^ who is instant in prayer for thes 
day^d night." The Sultan wss pleased at his words and, being 
learning and prove his good breedings askra 
thou remember any verses in praise of the mole on the 
cheek? He answered, "I do," and began redtmgi— 

”When 1 think of my bvc and our partmg iraart, * My graans forth and 
my tears up^tirt: 

He i a mole that mninds nw in ooJotir md charmt * O" the black o' the cm 
and the grain* of the heart." 
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The King admired and praised the two couplets and said to him. 
“Quote something else; Allah bless thy sire and may thy tongue 
never tire!'” So he began:— 

"That cheek molt*? ?poc they wilh a * Of musk, nor did they beie 

the siuule stnin: 

Nay, marvel at the Bux eomprisiag all * Beauty, nor falling short by single 
fitain." 

The King shook with pleasure^ and said to him, "Say more: Allah 
bless thy days!" So he began:— 

"O you whose mole on cheek entbnajed recalli + A doc of tmisk upon a stone 
of ruby, 

Grant me your favounsf Be not stone at heard • Core of my heart wheae only 
sutienance you bef“ 

Quoth the King, “Fair comparison, O Hasan? thou hast spokjcn 
escellently well and hast proved thyself accomplished in every 
accomplishment! Now explain to rae bow many meanings be 

ar the word fCfuit or mole," He 
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tradition say fifty.'” Said the Sultan, “Thou sayest sooth,”’ pnes' 
ently adding, "'Hafit thou knowledge as to the points of excel' 
lenoe in beauty?" “Yes," answered Badr ahDin Hasan, “Beauty 
oonsisteth in brightness cf face, clearness of complerion, shapeli- 
ness of nose, genrieness of eyes, sweetness of mouth, devemess of 
speech, sknd^ess of shape and seemliness of all attributes, But 
the acme of beauty in in hair and, indeed, ahShihab the Hijaii 
hath brou^t together all these items in his doggrel verse of the 
metre Raj'as^ and it is this: 
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Say ehou to ddn “Be soft.” co “Be fair,** * And g^ , nor cfaall they blame 
howsa thou starei 

Fine ixve m Beauty'^ liit i> high esteemed; * Nor kssati eye full, bright and 
debonnair: 

Eke did they well to laud the lovely Iij» * CWhich e’en the sieep rf me 
will never s[sie); 

A winning tongue, a s&turc oil and atrai^t;' * A seemly u ni on of gifts onst 
ore; 

But Beauty e aeme tn the hair one views it; * So hear my strain and with 
same few exotae it!*' 

The Sultan vTas captivated by his converse and, regarding him as 
a friend, ashed, “What meaning is there in the saw ‘Shuiayh is 
foxier thm the fox’ ? ” And he answered, “Know, O King (whom 
Almighty Allah k^p!) that the legist Shurayh’ was wemt, during 
the (£ys of the plague, to make a visitation to Al'Najaf; ana, 
whenever he sto^ up to pray, there came a fox which would 
plant himself facing him and w^liich, by tnimiclring his movements, 
distracted him from his devotions. Now w’ben this her-ame long^ 
some to him, one day he doQ^ his shirt and set it upon a cane 
and shcx>k out the sleeves; then placing his turbond on the top 
and girding its middle with a shawl, he stuck it up in the place 
where he used to pray. Presently up trotted the fox accord^g 
to his custom ana stood over against the figure, whereupon 
Shurayh came behind him , and tock him. Hence the saver sai*h, 
'Shurayh foxier than the fox/ “ When the Sul tan beard Badr al' 
Din Hasan's explanation he said to his unde. Shams ai^Din, 
"Truly this the son of thy brother is pierfoct in courtly breeding 
and I do not think that his like can be found in (^iro.** Ac rhia 
Hasan arose and kissed the ground before hTm and sat down ag aiu 
as a Mameluke should sit before his master. When the Sui Can nad 
thus assured himself of his courtly breeding and bearing and his 
knowledge of the liberal arts and bdWl^tres, he joyed with 
exceedir^ joy and inxrestad him with a splendid robe of honour 
and promote him to an office whereby be might better his 
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condition.’ Then Badr aUDin Hasan arose and^ kisaing the ground 
before the King* wished him continuance of glory and aeked 
leave to recite with his uncle, the Wazir Shams al'Din. The Sul- 
tan gave him leave and he issued forth and the two returned 
home, where food was ^t before them and they ate what Allah 
had given them. After finishing his meal Hasan repaired to the 
sitting'ohainber of his wife, the Lady of Beauty, and told her 
what had past between him and the Sultan; whkeupon qxioth 
she, ‘‘He cannot fail to make thee a cup^ompanion and give 
thee largesse in excess and load thee with &voufs and bounties; 
so shalt thou, by Allah^s blessing, dispread, like the greater 
light, the rays of thy perfection wherever thou he, on shore or 
on sea." Said he to lier, “I purpose to recite a Kaaidah, an ode, 
in his praise, that he may redouble in afiection for me,''' "Thou 
art right in thine intent," she answered, “so ^ther thy wits to- 
eether and w^dgh thy words, and I shall surely see my husband 
lavoured with his highest favour.’’ Thereupon Hasan shut him' 
self up and composed these couplets on a solid base and abound' 
ing in toner grace and copied them out in a hand-writing of the 
nicest taste. They arc as follows: — 


is 1 Chief who reached most taught esQite, * Treading the pathways of 
the good and. erof 

His justioc ntakn aU regbne isic aiid sure, * And against ftowaxd foes bat? 
every gate: 

Bold Wt, 1^0. saint, e’en if you call * Seraph hoc Sovna’ he with all may 
rate' 

The poorest suppliant ndi fnKn hun returns. * All words to praise bim were 
inadequate. 


* Lwihy by all nunner ci ntvrtwiH md robbery, OMTnptKht am! twihery, the rdler's 
BiortA betna 

flat mJuitiDt mat Caelum. 


Their « i» itwre bewst man thjm the Tuiitish pnuni <if iKb isivanr widier; but the 
pneest of deterioratioii bc^im when he It miik 4 corpnriil And tulmiuees tn tiie 
FajJu. MineUTcr d£eiAi liishEMisiy i» permitced by public opiniufl, Ikcauhe it belanp 
to the oondititin of soMcy. A mm buyi n [ttuce iu in HjtHltnd two nutona o^) 
And Rtatni it by jneseaiB to the hedik of oJfim, Cwunqurntly Ik jwut tictoup himscif 
in wnne way, And he muAcly does so by the faen of the poor and by ipoilmg 

the widow AOil the (apiun. The rjwiiral amc is high piy; hm that phnsc of Aoeiety refiuc* 
to HSbrd if. 

1 Arab, "htatik" (King) and ‘^MaIhI:'* (mgelj the vortti beieg wtitieii the ume when 
lAcking vinreU ami justi^rbig the jisik. 





1^4 Alf Laylah wa Latla». 

He to the- diy of peace u s&on Mom. • And murky Might io AmoMs warfare:** 
tate. 

Bow 'ficath hie gifts our nedc5. and by hie deeds * As King of freeh^' nuls 
he joys his etate; 

Alhb inercaw for us hia tcnn of yeani, * And fitsni bis lot avert all risks ood 
fears! 

When he had imkhed transcribing the lines, he despatched them, 
in charge nf one of his uncle^s slaves, to the Sultan, who perused 
them and his fancy was pleased; so he read them to present 
and all praised them witn the highest praise. Thereupon he sent 
for the writer to his aitting'chamber and said to him, *‘Thwi art 
from this day forth my boon'companion and 1 appmht to th« a 
monthly soldc of a thousand dirhams, over ana above that 1 
bestowra cm thee atoiettine.** So Hasan rose and, kissing the 
ground before the King scveial times, prayed for the ain ri n ira nce 
of his greatness and glory and length of life and strength. Thus 
Bade al'Din Hasan the Bassorite waxed high in honour and his 
fame flew forth to many regions and he abi^e in all comfort and 
solace and delight of life with his unde and his own folk till Death 
■overtook him. When the Caliph Harun al'Rashid heard th is 
Story from the mouth of his Wazir, Ja afar the feu rmfc i d e. he 
marvelled much and said, ^‘It behoves that these stodes be written 
in letters of liquid gold-** Then he set the slave at libe^ and 
assigned to the youth who Itad slain his wife such a monthly 
stipend as ^i£ced to make his life easy; he also j^ve him a con¬ 
cubine from amongst his own slave-girb and the young man be¬ 
came one rf his cup<ompaiiion 3 , "Yet this story" (continued 
Shahia^d) “is in no wise stranger than the tale of the Tailor an d 
the Hunchback and the Jew and the Reeve and the Naxarene, 
and what bedded them." Quoth the t^g, "And what may 
that be?" So Shahraxad began, in these wor^,’ 


* Ar*b, ''FIlitt"? tht LMtld ll|^ froebci^i intiph. noble a app. to 

« ilavT who if TKtt opecwii re do or good djeeds. la tiqp, ux it ajcrcipenilL Wtia 
with tmr "igsatkjrtiaji.'^ 

^ Tbi* t# unc flf ihc hcit [«!& for huniavi- mnd muTetnirnf, and Dou« aad 
fehcf* wbjif a tich ctop qf faUkaXp *bftie kadin* inodcnc wm ^ of a dnd body, 

ir prodsHfiL 
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THE HUNCHBACK'S TALE. 

It hath reached me, O aosptciotis King, that there dwelt daring 
times o^orc, and years and ages long gone before, in a certain 
dty of China«^ a Tailor who was an opert'handed man that loved 
pleasuring and merry'making; and who was wont, he and his 
to solace thcm^ves from time to tune with public diver' 
sions and amusements. One day they went out with the 6rst of 
the light and were returning in the evening when they fell in 
with a Hunchback, whose semblance would draw a lau^ from 
care and dispel the horrors of despair. So they tvent up to enjoy 
looking at him and invited him to go home with them and con' 
verse and carouse with them that night. He consented and ac' 
companied them afoot to their home; whereupon the Tailor fe^ 
foTto to the ha^r (night having just set in) and bought a fried 
fish and bread and lemons and dry sweetmeats for dessert; and 
set the victuals before the Hunchback and they ate. Presently 
the Tailor's wife took a great fid of fish and gave it in a ^bbet to 
the Gohbo, stopping his mouth with her Wd and saying, “By 
Allah, thou must down with it at a single gulp; and I will not 
give th^ time to chew it.” So be bolt^ it; but therein was a 
stiff bone which stuck in his gullet and, his hour being come, be 

died-’-And Shahiarad perceived the dawn of day and ceased 

saying her permitted say. 


fSbtn It biaf Xtoentp-Iifth .^igh^ 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when 
Tailor's wife ga,ve the Hunchback that raouthn]! of fish which 
ended his term of days he died on the instant. Seeing this the 
Tailor cried aloud. "There is no Majesty and there is no Might 
save in Allah! Alas, that this poor wretch should have died m 
so foolish fashion at our hai^!" and the woman rejoined, 
“Why this idle talk? Hast thou not heard his saying who 
said; — 


lOtJie caitHM re»(I, "« toA the Brcil. (ji, 1231 Bustoiah «id 

KijUU- ' iKwhahlrl: wincwlt.i IU« in Dovw iwiel SeiiHlupal. 1 Chini Iw5*iw 

ryff find nuLklriy tnAn pufcskbltSL 
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Why then waas 1 my bme in gnef, until • I find no fncsd to hnr my 'weight 
of wta? 

How steep upon a fiie that flames unqucncbed? * Upon the flatoes to test we« 
hard enow!" 

Asked her husband, **And what s h a lt I do with him?"; and she 
answer^, "Rise and take him in thine arms and spread a silken 
kerchief over him: then 1 will fate forth, with thee following me. 
this night and if thou meat any one say, ‘This is my son, 
and his mother and I arc carrying him to the doctor that he may 
look at him.' " So he rose and taking the Hunchback in his arms 
Iwre him along the streets, preceded by his wife who kept crying, 
"O my son. Allah keep thee] what part painetK thee and where 
hath this small'pox* attacked thee?" So all who saw them said 
“ “Tts a child sick of smalhpox."* They went along asking for 
the physician's house till folk directed them to that of a foach 
which was a Jew. They knocked at the door, and there 
down to them a bhck slavc'girl who opened and, seeing a man 
bearing a babe, and a woman with him, said to them, "VVhat is 
the matter?" "We have a little one with us," answered the 
Tailor's wife, "and we wish to show him to the physician; so take 
this quarter'dinar and give it to thy master and let him come 
down and see my son who is sc^ sick." The girl went up to tell 
her master, whereupon the Tailor's wife walked into the vesti¬ 
bule and said to her husband, "Leave the Hunchteck here and let 
U3 8y for our lives." So the Tailor carried the dead man to the top 
of the stairs and propped him upright against the wall and ran 
away, he and his wile. Meanwhile the girl went in to the Jew 


* Ambr Ht- ibotuEi’’ fmin the Kifti cpf chs jubekIci 

(RhIkcEI, p. 30). The ftrarag* \$ Hippwd lO bfi the groirEh of Cthttii ASch 

whcct 11 i**tLy a pLifiije and pulsed ovct la At^hLi abfrtll fhc bifth-Eimc af MnhuEnnicd. 
Him 13 ua^itdly caphinaMi the of tfit dephant'^ (Kmn^ chnpL cv.) when the 

wmy cf Almhdh, ihc Chriitiijn, wn destroyed hy ' Abibfl which 

hlnjar t^riEc rmVsM the ptaral of Abilith =4 mack) which tlrojFped upon them 'StSMSM 
iif bikrd djy/* \\\^ TCTcha iTitgtinite^e ii. 17S). See for dfiMili Sjdc ir#f /era) who seemt 
icn ihc mirarnJiauj dcfcnm of the Kix'niMh. Foe the hofrtrrt af emall-pai in 

CenirAJ InTrrtrtipkiil A/ra:n the imKiikiloii* knerwn «!» to tfie B^ibiriti of AJ-HiJib koJ 
nlhw rrAdm wdl ewnlt ‘The Libc R^Wn of C^rirriil Africfl" (it. 2l|). The 

the huil by the huma” and bdJIy a gulden, 

All nica.rnatic[ii nf Hhcfw^nif dccH of ikatrucckm-reprodactitm. In China ■tnnill-pox it 
belirrat to date (rvm B C. llOdj hut the ehri^lofyof ihe MLMk Kjn.gdi]in ttiM awiet» 
the leeptlc. 

® 1*4 we aliiOtiJiJ 4dJ “And aJI dalg tiw wumenH** Bur the fstAliAm 

inbctcilt itt iJh EAstcrii mind nijLL.eM dye gftHE daEWriicc. 
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and said to him, At the door are a man and a wanan with a sick 
child and they have given me a quartei'dinar for thee, that thou 
mayeat go down and look at the little one and presen be for it.'* 
As soon as the Jew saw the quarteT'dinar be rejoiced and rose 
quickly in his greed of gain and went forth hurriedly in the dark; 
but hardly had ^ made a step when be stumbled on the corpse 
and threw it over, when it rolled to the bottom of the staircase. 
So he cried out to the girl to hurry up with the light, and she 
brought it, whereupon he w'entdown and examining the Hunch' 
back found that he was stone dead. So he cried out. “O for 
Esdras!^ O for Moses! O for Aaron! O for Joshua, son of 
Nun! O the Ten Commandments I I have stumbled against the 
sick one and he hath fallen dowmatairs and he is dead! How shall 
I get this man I have killed out of my house? O by the hoofs of 
the ass of EsdrasT' Then he took up the body and, carrying it 
into t^ house, told his wife what had happened and she said to 
him, “Why dost thou att still? If thou keqj him here till day' 
break we shall both lose our lives. Let us two carry him to the 
tertace'roof and throw him over into the house of neighbour, 
the Moslem, for if he abide there a night the dogs will come down 
on him from the adjoining terraces and eat him up.^' Now his 
neighbour was a Reeve, the controller of the Sultan's kitchen, and 
was wont to bring back great store d' nil and fot and broken 
meats; but the cats and rats used to eat it, or, if the do^ scented 
a fat ftbfl P-p'jt tail they would cnoie down from the nearest roofs 
and tear at it; a nd on thiswise the beasts had alr^uiydamaged 
much of what he brought home. So the Jew and his wife carried 
the Hunchback up to the roof; and, letting him down by his 
hands and feet through the wind-shaft* into the Reeve s house. 


lArab. "Uiayr." E»dn« *i!ii 1 mdrrncr uf Ripp van Wuifclt He o*w 

tht iTUM of J-entuJem wfcktn it hjui bccii -datTiiy-fti hy th* Cbiildems hf. iloubEsd bjr 
rnthmi pneara AJLJ] wmM rtatofc i*; wlkcrettpon he dicii nfljl it tlic ctiii of i hundred 
7*411 he iTFrecd. Hi* ffidnif hi* baakcc df mnd c™t of wrnc ih *7 Imt nf 
hn cifily the bnne* ftanilixd- ITuse wm r^istd *o life *s locked cnijonij thr 
Ma ijcjiuii Ilk ^anCe t& Which HrJW l lesson id Esdr^^ (Koriin, chnpt. ii.) Th* 

Oftlh by the ass 1 Wi it to ridicule rhe Jew. hrolumxn;^ m hw h^ an W/c 

chat *"tbe Jtwt Kira ^ the lon of God** fKwrtn re-)i it may huve arisen rrom 
the bticfodoc Jtskiah belief that Birt, when the Law ww otErriy !«r. dktaicd ihe whe^ 
ajiew to ihtf ittibes of ha ewn nscmcfy- His toinb with the hiiyp grefin docnc ft ami: 
vinEcd by ibe Jewa of 

a Arab the Pen- IwindJ-gir (csidier): a wooden ptnt^Mwe on the 

lemoe^jw/ uitivcreal b the ttejiter Ejul 
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propped him up a^nst the wall and went their ways. Hardly 
bad they done this when the Reeve, who had been passing an 
evening with his friends hearing a redtadon of the Koran, 
home and op^d the door and, going up with a lie^bted candle, 
found a son O'f Adam standing m the comer under the ventilator. 
When he saw this, he said, 'Wah! by Allah, very good forsooth! 
He who robbeth my stuff is none other than a man.'* * Then he 
turned to the Hunchbadc and said, '"'So ‘tis thou that stealeat the 
meat and the fat! I thought it was the cats and dogs, and t till 
the dogs and cats of the quarter and sin against them by killing 
them. And all the while 'tis thou comest down from the house 
terrace through the wind-shaft. But I will avenge myself upon 
thee with my own hand!*' So he snatched up a heavy I wt nnie r 
and act upon him and smote him full on the breast and he fell 
down- Then be examined him and, finding that he was dead, 
cried out in horror, thinking that he had killed him, and said, 
"ThCTe is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great!'* And he feated for his life, and add^, 
"iMbh curse the oil and the meat and the grease and the sheep's 
tails to boot! How hath fate given this man his quietus at my 
hand!" Then he Ic^ed at the body and seeing it was chat of a 
Gobbo, said,“Was it not enough for thee to be a hunchback/ but 
thouraust likewisebeathief and prig flesh and fet! Othou Veiler,' 
ddgn to veil me with Thy curtain of concealment!*' So he took 
him up on his shoulders and, going forth with him from his house 
about the Utter end of the night, earned him to the nearest end 
of the bazar, where he set him up on his feet against the wall of a 
shop ac the head of a dark lane, and left him and went away. 
After a while up came a Naarene,* the Sultan's broker who. 
much bemused with liquor, was purposing for the Hammam-hath 
as drunkenness whispered in his ear, '*VerL!y the call to 
matins* is nigh.” He came plodding along and staggering about 
dll he drew near the Hunchback and squatted down to make 


* The hyruJibatk^ m ArAEitt v ia S<niiJueTD Hurape, k too^d upon by eJk vulgar with 

md Tb£ reajcPEi it he k imully ih^rper-vritt^ tKan hii 

■ Artb. 'H SjwtAr' —Then wtw vcilui the dbc^ifAble uf Thj erramra. 

* Arab. a ioDcmr of Hun of Naurtth and an older Eiainc tbm "Cirktiw*' 

whkh (ActL 36) Km givtitt qt .Aniioch aboui Al). 43 Th^ try in Ak^uidrit 
used CO be T* X^nl^ K^Jb iwiitir —0 O dog 

I* J£0>. '"Chriidais" in Arabic enn he ea^^rmied orJy by ^ fqlkmr of iJii= 

hlfsifiiiLk- 

* Arab, 'TMibaV—SilucuiH in the Subh imormn^ 
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water' over against him; when he happerttxl to glance around and 
saw a man standing a^inat the wafl. Now some person had 
snatched off the Chmtian's turband'm the first of the ni^t; so 
when he aaw^ the Hunchback hard by he fancied that he ako 
meant to steal bis bead'dress. Thereupon be clenched his fist and 
struck him on the neck, tellmg him to the ground, and called 
aloud to the watcEiman of the bazar, and came down on the body 
in his drunken fury and kept on bclabounng and throttling the 
ewpse, Ptesently the Charley came up and. ^ding a Nasarene 
knreling on a Mc^em and Sapping him, asked, “'What harm hath 
this one dcfncT'; and the Broker answered, "^The fellow meant to 
snatch off my turband/’ “Get up from him,“ quoth the watch- 
man. So he arose and the Charley went up to the Hunchback and 
finding Him dead, ejcclaimed, “By Allah, good indeed! A Chris^ 
tian kfliine a Mahometan!“ Thm he seized the Broker and. tying 
his hands b^ad his hack, carried him to the Governor's house,® 
and all the while the Nasarene kept saying to himself, “O Mes- 
siah! O Virgin! how came I to kill this fellow? And in whac a 
hurry he must have been to depart this life when he died of a 
sin^e blow?*' ^csently, as his drunkenness fied, came dolour m 
its stead. So the Broker and the body 'were kept m the Governor’s 
place till morning morrowed, urhen tte Wali came out and gave 
order to hang the supposed murderer and commanded the 
executioner* make proclamation of the sentence. Forthwith they 

' En Hic Emi wonwn itand on nrinar (KCMioin wJille weft tqu*! cn !)>«' )utnk« tn a 
mj kttrdiy lu ma unTTsinDi Europcatn. Hit cuAtam ii HerodoiLci (Iik^ 

immcn stsod up when thty mike waterp boi tJw mm m dcrtti/* WtU it be 
Wjeved tfcrt Cuuai RiwUiwn too mo dkrm w tki* paBiUffl in bti iranjila.!iaia? 

Hit ai&wm Wfli petpetiiittcd try Al-lilftm because rbe prevcnti iht 4:jcctkjn 

crajicbin^ ihs! caches ind tbciri ecremflfrialiy impure i pijaiiiJy fhef bomjwcd it 

from the CytibrH- C-*to Kvi, Impropef,. wbLbt in m enpet jxsTiirc, 

jiai« waocr; it a KMWwry *1^ atd fom it to ionie cHintna^ 

TcpeotEng the Avmnt mentally."* 

^ Hik h Mill t popular fDfJM of the ^ the turbamla itft nfren of fine 

atnlTp Lbc pAy% wdb 

■Arab, Gwerticri tbe wmi iftU in um fur the Covcrnor^kneral of a 

Pmyince u o^ipasetl » the or d»tiitt4^H-nw. In Eittem ArabU the Wati 

ii The GvU Gavmmr tippiKed to ihe .\m\r ot MlCfair CeujimirdjjiL Under the 
Callphit'c the WiEi Mcned aa of Podkcc (.fbc Iriiiutii Fttujdir^p wbu ia uflw 

caUeJ '^ZibiL" The defer patne for ehc tatrer "Sihib aE-Shartah" (—chie/ of 
ihe wtichj er "Mufcmrairr': aruj it wm hU (luejf m piiic ftmiid* in peracn. The old 
“Chttlry,*' with hii Unttm and fiutfBcl. tvE BVJrda the beiirt in Dimsseu*. 

* Arab. ".U-Mithi lil“= Hit bearer tif a a»*ct (Maib'al) who «u alio Jatt KetcL 
In AspE^Endia the namt ia ® ^ lower" boily.aervanr. TTic STinH al which Lane 
(M, E., chapt vi.) call* “Meah'*!" and niuitmtra, muat Mt be cnnfituirulcid wilh ita 
cun^jencr the ''Sita'ilali” ot link talao latB|i, witk, eK.). 
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set up a pibws under which they naade the Naaarene stand and 
the toretbearer, who was bangman, threw the rope round his 
neck and passed one end through the pulley, and was about to 
hoist him up* when b! the Reeve, who was passing by, saw the 
Broker about to be hanged; and, making his way through the 
prapb, cried out to the executioner, “Hoid! Hold! I am he who 
blled the HunchbackAsked the Governor, ^'What mande r hw» 
kill him?"; and he answered, "I went home night and there 
found this man w'ho had come down the ventilator to steal my 
property; so I smote him with a hammer on the breast and he died 
lOTthright, Then I took him up and carried him to the bszai and 
«t him up a^inst the wall in such a place near such a lane;" add¬ 
ing, “Is it not enough for me to have killed a Moslem without 
also kitlmg a Chnstiao? So hang none other but me," Wh^ the 
Governor heard these words he released the Broker and said to 
the torch-bearer, "Hang up this man on his own confession." ^ 
he IcMosed the cord from the Natarene’s neck and threw it round 
that of the Reeve and, coaking him stand under the gallows-tree, 
was about to string him up when behold, the Jewish physician 
pushed through the people and shouted to the executioner, 
“Hold! Hold! It was I and none else killed the Hunchtadc! 
Last night 1 was sitting at home when a man and a woman 
knocked at the door carry^ this Gobbo who was sick, and gjave 
my handmaid a quarter-dioar, bidding her hand me the foe and 
tell me to come down and see him. VtTiilst she was gone foe man 
and the woman brought him into the house and, aetdng Kim on 
the stairs:, went away; and presently I came down and not seeing 
him, for I was in foe dark, stumbled over him and he fd! to foe 
foot of the staircase and died on foe moment. Then we took him 
up, I and my wife, and carried him on to foe top terrace; and, foe 
house of this Reeve being next door to mine, we let foe body 
down through foe ventilator. When he came home and found 
the Hunchback in his house, he fancied he was a thief and struck 
him with a hammer, so that be fell to foe ground, and our neigb- 
bour made oertaia that he had skin him. Now is it not enou^ for 
me to have killed one Moslem unwittingly, without burefooir^ 
myself with taking the life of another Moslem wittingly?" When 
foe Governor beard this be said to the hangcaan, “Set fre« the 
Reeve and hang foe Jew." Thereupon foe torch-bearer cook him 

^ I deed Widf tlidl ihf diriJncd h uiikomrif n flit Eiot wh^rr meu Atx 
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and slung the cord round his neck when behold, the Tailor 
pushed lirough the people, and shouted to the executioner, 
^'Hold! Hold! It was I and none else killed the Hunchback; and 
this was the feahion thereof, I had been out a^pleasuring vestcT' 
day and, coming bock to sapper, fell in with this CSobbo, wno was 
drunk and drumming away and singing lustily to his tambourine. 
So 1 accosted him and carried him to my house and bought a hsh, 
and we sat down to cat. Presently my wife took a fid offish and, 
making a gobbet of it,”^ crammed it into his mouth; but some of it 
went dowui the wrong way or stuck in his gullet and he died on 
the instant. So we li&d him up, I and my wife, and carried hfin 
to the Jew’s house where the sLive-^rl came down and opened 
the dtxjr to us and I said to her, 'Telfthy master that there arc a 
man and a woman and a sick person for thee to see!’ 1 gave her a 
quarteT'dinar and she went up to tell her master; and, whilst she 
was gone, I carried the Hunchback to the bead of the staircase 
and propped him up against the wall, and went off with my wife. 
WhOT me Jew came down he stumbled over him and thought 
that he had killed him," Then he asked the Jew," Is this the 
truth?"; and the Jew answered, "'Yes," Thereupon the Tailor 
turned to the Governor, and said, "Leave go the Jew and hang 
me." When the Governor heard the Tailor's tale he marvelled at 
the matter of this Hunchback and exclaimed. "Verily this is an 
adventure which should be recorded in books!" Then be said to 
the hangman, “Let the Jew go and hang the Tailor on his own 
confession.” The executioner took the Tailor and put the rope 
around his neck and said, "'1 am tired of such slow work: we bring 
out this one and change him for that other, and no one is banged 
after all!" Now the Hunchback in Question was, they rdate, 
jester to the Sultan of China who could not bear him out of his 
sight; so when the fellnw got drunk and did not make his appear' 
ance that night or the next day till noon, the Sultan asked seme 
of his courtiers about him and they answered, "O our lord, the 
Governor hath come upon him dead and hath ordered his mur¬ 
derer to be hanged; but, as the hangman was about to hoist him 
up there came a second and a third and a fourth and each one said, 
"It is I, and none else killed the Hunch back T and each ^ve a fuK 


J Ar^b* "l,Afknuh^'t=* rRtwfbSiil. Ic a itilJ rht fiLabwn af 

piiinitiTc jummert to tiikc up a huidftil of rioe^ ttc,p bill h mij jiuc ic tatu a fricnd^A 
nvKidi the ftJtaiJ ti t Hdjropdti ebe in^t^rexsian, hit fnee it 

tfctietiUy A itu4y. 



i 62 


Au* Layiah wa Lavlah. 


and drcuiiifitaiitul account of the manner of the jeatei being 
Icdled.” When the King heard this he cried aloud to the Cham' 
berlaiQ'in'Waiting, '‘Go down to the Governor and bring me all 
four of them." So the Chamberlain went down at once to the 
place of execution, where he found the torch'bearer on the point 
of hangin g the Tailor and shouted to him, "Hold I Holdl" Then 
he mve die King’s catnmand to the Govemor who took the 
Tailor, the Jew, the Nazarenc and the Reeve (the Hunchback's 
body being borne <Xi men’s shoulders) and went up with one and 
all of them to the King. When he came into the presence, he 
kissed the ground and acquainted the ruler with the wimle story 
which it is needless to relate for, as they say. There is no avail in 
a thiice'told tale. The Sultan hearing it marvelled and was 
moved to mirth and commanded the story to be written in kteets 
of liquid gold, saying to those present, "Did ye ever hear a more 
wondrous tale than that of my Hunchback?'" Thereupon the 
Naarene broker came forward and said, "O King of the a^, with 
thy leave J will tell thee a thing which happened bo myself and 
which is still more wendrous and marvellous and pleasurable and 
delectable than the tale of the Hunchback." Quoth the King, 
"Td! us what thou hast to say!" So be began in these words 


Tlte JVfizarcrte Brno’s Story, 

O King of the I came to this thy country with merchandise 
and Destiny stayed me here with your but my place of birth was 
Cairo, in Egypt, where I also was brought up, far 1 am one of the 
Copts and my lather was a broker before me. When 1 came to 
man's estate he departed this life and 1 succeeded to tiis business. 
One day, as 1 was sitting in my shop, behold, there came up to me 
a youth as handsome as could be, wearing sumptuous raiment and 
riding a fine ass.* When he saw me he saluted me, and I stood up 


* i nectl hinjiy note that thu u an ^?kl BibklvE prnccMx. Tfic «s k far cityn^werfa 
M9 the hm ikr ighting Jiul itiivdiiAS, the maSt for berditnc 4rtii rh£ ditawiiry fbr chr 
But the like the Tndiaii, deqnta die imatam md tings:— 

The baete of ihs i teed k a noble iikec; 
diiE the mtde’'# di^lioruiiar^ the RU di^ncet 

The fkic i^hicc ofEen thirteen honck bifib, vSd by the Bemi SeHb jutd other 
idbet, vlU letdi £^U0r eriU mofe. 1 todc e little kute iram Meccih ttk jedek (42 rniki] 
in OK night end It cime in with me eentenng. 
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to do him honour; then he took out a kerchief cantaining a aampb 
of sesame and asked, "How much is this worth per Ardabb?”:^ 
whereto I answered* * "An hundred dirhams." C^oth he, "Take 
pesters and queers and meteamen and come tomorrow to the 
Khan al-JawSi,'by the Gate of Victory quarter where thou wilt 
hnd me." Then he fared forth Iea\']ng with me the sample of 
sesame in his kerchief; and 1 went the round of my customers and 
ascertained that every Ardabb would fetcli an hundred and 
twenty dirham s. Next day I took four metesmen and walked 
with them to the Khan* w^here 1 found him awaiting me. As soon 
as he saw me he rose and opened his magazine, when we measured 
the grain till the store was empty; and we found the contents fifty 
Ardabbs, making live thousand pieces of silver. Then said h^ 
■"Let ten dirhams on every Ardabb be thy brokerage; so take the 
price and keep in deposit four thousand and £ve hundred dirhams 
for me; aryd, when 1 have made an end of selling the other wares 
in my wai^ouses, I will come to thee and receive the amount," 
"I will well," replied 1 and kissing his hand went away, having 
made that day a nroft of a thousand dirhams. He was absent a 
month, at the encf of which he came to me and asked, "‘Where be 
the dirhams?^* 1 rose and saluted him and answered to him, 
"^'Wilt thou not eat somewhat in my house?” But he refused with 
the remark* "Get the monies ready and 1 will presently return aiul 
take them,” Then he rode aw?ay. So 1 brought out the dirhams 
and sat down to await him* but he stayedf away for another 
month, when he came back and said to me, "Where be the dir^ 
hams?" 1 rose and saluting him asked, “Wilt thou not eat some' 
thing in my house?” But he again refused adding, “Get me the 
monies ready and I will presently return and cake thm.” Then 
Iw rode off. So J brought out the dirhams and sat down to await 
his return; but he stayed away from me a third month, and 1 
said, “‘Verily this young man is liberality in incarnate form." At 
the end of the month he came up, riding a maremrule and wearing 
a suit of sumptuous raiment; be was as the moon on the night of 
fullness, and be seemed as if fresh from the baths* with his <dieeks 
rosy bright, and his brow flowrer-white, and a mole-spot like a 


■a (fry mcjjtife of iboot five Stuhcls (Caim), The duHcil ptwititieijilmn u iniiliS 
and it hmumJ 24 »'» (n^lone) cjich fbur CKitjerebcKed tumiBn 
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grain of ambergris delighting the sight; even as was said of such 
an one by the poet:— 

Full moon Eun in single mansion * * In bn^test sheen and fbrtune iwe 
uidshime. 

With happy fipkndour chan^g evtay sprite; * Hail to what gueitlGM prayer 
with hhsjhill besanf 

Their charms and grace hare gained pedbetion's height, * All bfittts haw 
av>quer^ ana all wits have won. 

Laud to the Lmd for wodee so wonder'Strange, * And what tb' Alnu^ty will* 
His hand bath donel 

When I saw him I rose to him and invoking blessings on him 
asked, “O my lord, wilt thou not take thy monies?" “Whence the 
hurry?’’*^ quoth be, "Wait rill 1 have made an end of my business 
and then 1 will come and take them." Again he rode away and I 
said to myself, “By Allah, when he comes next rime needs must 
I make him my guest; for 1 have traded with his dirhams and 
have gotten large gains thereby." At the end of the year he came 
again, habited in a suit of clothes more sumptuous than the 
fornier; and, when I conjured him by the Evangel to alight at my 
house and eat of my guest-food, he said, “1 consent, on condition 
that what thou expendest on me shall be of my monies still in thy 
hands.” 1 answer^, “So be it," and made him sit down whilst I 
got ready what was needful cf meat and drink and else besides; 
and set the tray before him, with the invitation “Biamillah"P 
TTutn he drew near the tray and put out his left hand’* and ate 
with me; and 1 marvelled at his not using the right hand. When 
we had done eating, I poured water on his hand and gave him 
wherewith W wipe it. Upon this we sat down to converse after I 
had set before him some sweetmeats; and I said to h im , “O my 
master, prithee relieve me by telling me why thou eatest with thy 


* Anb. refcTTtng: co n ujri^ in tvtry Motlcfn moutJiLp b fimn 

thr PtQtntcr (AHiMh); Hurry u fnm Bell'' Thjit ^nd 'imbiUbh bukrar^ (Fleai« CfxI 
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left Iiand? Perchance something aifeth thy other hand?" When 
he heard my words, be repeated these verses:— 

"Dtsr friaici, ask jmc whit bumeth m my breast, " Lesi ihou *« fisy pongs 
cyt De^'cr »w' 

Wills mt roy heart to harbour Salma in atcid * Oi UyliV love, but ik«J 
bath n£ CT a tawt" 

And he put out his right arm from his sleeve and behold, the hand 
was cut dJ*. a wrist without a fist- 1 was astounded at this but he 
said, "Marvel not, and think not that I ate with my left hand for 
conceit and insolence, but from necessity i and the cutting oif my 
right hand was caused by an adventure of the strangest." Asked 
I, "And what caused it?"; and he answeredKnow that t am 
of the sons of Baghdad and my father was of notables of that dty. 
When 1 caxne to tnan^s estate 1 heard the pilgrims and wayfarers, 
travellers and merchants talk of the bnd of Egypt and their words 
sank deep into my mind till my parent died, when I took a large 
sum of money and mmished myself for trade with stuffs of 
Baghdad and Mosul and, packing them up tn bales, set out on my 
wanderings; and Allah decreed me safety till I entered tbfji your 
city. Then he wept and began repeating:— 

The blesT'eycci scapu the pits * tte lyni'cyed faTI> 

A word the wise man slays * And the mCiiral: 

The Moslim faiU of fo£jti * The Kafir fes^its m halt; 

What art or act Is man’^a? * God's will obligEth all! 

Now when he had ended his verse he said. So 1 entered Cairo and 
took off my loads and stored my stuffs in the Khan ” Al'Masrur 
Thenl ^ve the servant a few silvers wherewith to buy me some 
food and by down to sleep awhile. When I awoke I went to the 
street called "Bayn al'Kasrayn"—Between the two Pabccs—and 
presently returned and rested my night in the Khan. When it 
was morning 1 opened a bale and took out some stuff saying to 
myself, *'‘1 'will be off and go through some of the barars and see 
the state of the market." So 1 loaded the stuff on some of my 
sbvea and fared forth till I reached the Kayaariyah or Exchange 


^ Tw<^ fEmmiiu wc irughi uy Mmty ajtJ 

^ It tKw the Caljph/ai two FaUm (ALKa^nyii^; md wu fAmowt in the l%th 
A. D. The MdhkaniAh ('CDurc4iDusrt ocirupLcs ilie at tbc Two 
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of Jahirkas:' where the brokers who knew of my cofning came to 
meet me. They took the stufs and cried them for mje. but could 
not the p rime cost of them. [ was vexed at this, however the 
S^ykh of toe brokers said to me, * *^'0 my lord, I will tell thee 
how thou mayest maJK a profit of thy goods. Thou shouldest 
do as the merchants do and sell thy merchandise at credit for a 
fixed period, on a contract drawn up by a notary and duly wit¬ 
nessed^ and employ a Shroff to take thy dues every Monday 
and Thursday. So shalt thou gain two dirhams and more, for 
every one; and thou shalt sol^ and divert thyself by seeing 
Cairo and the Nile," Quoth I, “This is sound advice," and carried 
the brokers to the Kkin. They took my stuffs and went with 
them on 'Change where I sold them well taking bonds for the 
value. These txmds I deposited with a Shroff, a banker, who 
gave me a receipt with which I returned to the Khan. Here 1 
stayed a whole month, every morning breaking my fast with a 
cup of wine and making ray meab on pigeon’s meat, mutton and 
sw'eetmeats, till the time came when my receipts began to ^1 
due. So, every Monday and Thursday 1 used to go on 'Change 
and sit in the shop of one or other of the merchants, whilst the 
notary and money'changer went round to recover the monies 
from the traders, till after the tune of mid-aftemoon prayer, when 
they brought me the amount, and 1 counted it ani sealing the 
bags, returned with them to ^ Khan. On a certain day which 
happened to be a Monday,* I went to the Hammam and thence 
back to my Khan, and sitting in my own room* broke my fast 
with a cup of wine, after which I slept a little. When 1 awoke 
i ate a chicken and, perfuming my person, repaired to the shop 
of a merchant hight Badr al-Din ahBostani, or tne Gardener,* who 
welcomed me; and we sat talking awhile till the bazar should 
open. Presently, behold, up came a lady of stately figure wearing 


I A U m. fupcffiQr kiitJ a£ i. Thftt m chc ccft iwod ta 

the WE ^ ebe poEK-ipii ttixrl; jji CaJtn ind wi^ liuilt in,A. H- 5DI blf » 
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a headdress of the most magnificent, perfumed with the sweetest 
of scents and walking with ^aoefiil swaying gait; and seeing me 
she raised her ciantnia ahowing me a of her beautiful 

black eyes. She saluted Badr ahuin who Fetumed her salutation 
and stood up, and talked with her; and the moment I heard her 
speak, the love of her gat hold of my heart. Presently she said 
to Badr al-Din, “'Hast thou by thee a cut piece of stuff woven 
with thread of pure goldr' So he brought out to her a piece from 
those he had bought of me and sold it to her for one tho^nd two 
hundred dirhams; when she said,*'! will take the piece home with 
me and send thee its price/’ "^That is tmpossib^ O my lady,'^ 
the merchant replied, "for here is the owner of the stuff and t owe 
him a share of profit.” “Fie upon thcer' she cried, “Do I not 
use to take from thee entire rolls of costly stuff, and give thee a 
greater profit than thou eapectest, and send thee the money?” 
“Yes,” rejoined he; “but 1 stand in pcearing need of the price 
this very day,”' Hereupon she took up the piece and thr^ it 
back upon his bp, sajdng “Out on thecl Allah ctmtound the 
tribe of you which estimates none at the right value;” and she 
turned to go. I felt my very soul going with her; so I stood 
up and stayed her, saying, “I conjure thee by the Lord. O my 
lady, &vour me by retracing thy gracious steps.” She turned 
back with a smile and said, “For thy sake I return,'* and took a 
seat oppodee me in the shop. Then quoth I to &dr “What 
is the price they asked thee for this piece?”; and quoth he, 
“Eleven hundred dirhams,” 1 rejoined, "The odd hundred shall 
be thy profit; bring me a sheet of paper and I will write thee a dis' 
charge for rt.” Then I wrote him a receipt in my own handwrit' 
ing and gave the piece to the bdy, saying, “Take it away with 
thee and, if thou wilt, bring me its price next bazar'day; or better 
stiU, accept it as my gueat'^t to thee." “Albh requite thee with 
good,” answered “and make thee my husband and lord and 
master of all 1 have!"‘ And Allah favoured her prayer. I saw 
the Gates of Ibradise swing open before me and sai^ “O my lady, 
let this piece of stuff be now thine and another like it is ready for 
tlw; only jet me have one look at thy lace,” So she raised her 
veil and I saw a face the sight of which bequeathed to me a thou' 
sand sighs, and my heart was so captivated by her love that 1 was 


^Thr IuumI Dr bnnter al^owi^j even Ed pwleat wi.wicQ wlicil aihI— 
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no longer ruler of my reason. Then she let fall her faoe'vcil and 
taking up the piece of'stuff said, ‘’O my lord mak** me not desolate 
by thine absenoeT’ and turned away and disappeared from my 
sight. 1 remained sitting on 'Chan^ till past the hour of aJfter' 
noon prayer^ lost to the world by uie bve which had mastered 
me* and the vioienioe of my passion compelled me to make en* 
guinea conoeming her of the merchant, who answered me, “This 
ia a lady and a rich: she is the daughter of a certain F-mW who 
lately died and kft her a large fortune.” Then I took leave of him 
and returned home to the Khan where thej’' set supper before me; 
but 1 could not eat foe thinking of her and when I lay down to 
slrep, sleep came not near me. So I watched till morning, when 1 
arose and donned a change of raiment and drank a cup of wine; 
and, after breaking my f^t on some slight matter, I went to the 
merchant’s shop wnere 1 saluted him and sat down by him. Pecs' 
ently up came the lady as usual, followed, by a skve^girl and wear-* 
ing a di^ more sumptuous than before; and she saluted me with' 
out noticing Badr al'Din and said in fluent graced speech (never 
heard I voice softer or sweeter). "Send aie with me to take the 
thousand and two hundred dirhams, the price of the piece." 
“Why this hurry?” asked I and she answered, “May we never 
lose th^!"^ and handed me the money. Then I sat talking with 
her and presently 1 signed to her in dumb show, whereby she UH' 
derstood that I long^ to enjoy her person,® and she rose up in 
haste with a show of displeasure. My heart cIut^ to her and I 
went forth from the bamr and follow^ on her track. As I was 
walking suddcmly a bbek slavc'girl stopped me and said, “O my 
master, come sp^ with my mistress.”® At this I was surprised 
and replied, "There is none who knows me here;” but £e re- 
joarted, *'0 my lord, how sotm hast thou forgotten her! My lady 
is the same who was this day at the shop of such a merchant.” 
Then T went with her to the Shroff's, where I found the lady who 
drew me to her aide and said, "O my beloved, chine image is 
finnly stamped upon my fancy, and love of thee hath gotten hold 
of my heart; from the hour I first saw thee nor sleep nor fb^ nor 
drink hath given me aught of pleasure." 1 replied, "The double 


1 ''La = Kuven JertnrT tu nm mf tliirt, jrant I »e tJuseoftcnl 
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of that suffenng is mine and my state dispeoseth me from com' 
pbint," Then said she,‘* *0 my beloved, at ^y house, or at mine?"' 
“I am a stranger here and tuve no place of reception save the 
Khan, so by thy favour it shall be at thy house." ‘"So be it; but 
this is Friday' night and nothing can be done till tCKnorrow after 
public prayers; go to the Mosque and pray; then mount thine ass, 
and ast for the Habbaniyah^ quarter; and, when there, look out 
for the mansion of Al'Nakib’ Baiakat, popularly know'n as Abu 
Shamah the Syndic; for 1 live there; so do not delay as 1 shall 
be expecting thee.'* I rejoiced with still greater joy at this; and 
took leave of her and returned to my Khan, wh^e 1 passed a 
sleepless night. Hardly was 1 assured that morning had dawned 
wh^ I rose, changed my dress, perfumed myself with essences 
and sweet scents and, taking fifty dinars in a kerchief, went from 
the Khan K^lasrur to the Zuwayl^* pte. where 1 mounted an ass 
and said to its owner, ‘"Take me to the Habboniyah.'* So be set 
off with me and brought up in the twinkling of an eye at a street 
known as Darb aTMunkari, where J said to him, *‘Go in and ask 
for the Syndic's mansion.” He was absent a while and then 
returned and said, "Alight.” ‘'Go thou before me to the house," 
quoth I, adding, ‘'Come back with the earliest light and bring me 
home;” and he anaw'ered, ‘‘In Allah's name;'* vmereupon 1 gave 
him a quarteT'dinar of ^Id, and he took it and went his ways. 
Then 1 knocked at the door and out came two white slavc'girb, 
both young; high'hosomed virgins, as they were moons, and said 
to me, "Enter, ^ our mistress is expecting diee and she hath not 
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slept the night bng for her delict ui thee,* *' 1 passed through 
the vestibule into a saloon with seven drots, floored with parti* 
coloured marbles and furnished with curtains and hanginga of 
coloured silks: the ceiling was cloisonne with gold and oomtoed 
with inscriptions’ emblaamed in lapis lazuli; and the walla were 
stuccoed with Sult^i gypsum* which mirrored the beholders 
face. Around the saloon were latticed windows overlooking a 
^rden full of all manner of fruits; whose streams were failing and 
rilling and whose birds were trilling and shrilling; and in the 
h^rt of the hall was a jetting fountain at whose comers stood 
birds fashioned m red gold crusted with pearls and gems and 
spouting water aystal-ctear. When 1 entered and took a scat, 

-And Shah na sad perceived the dawn of day and ceased say* 

ing her permitted say. 


fflhtn it Hje tCfuentp-Eiixtfj 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the young 
merchant continued, When 1 enter^ and took a seat, the lady at 
once catne in crowned with a diadem* of pearls and jewels; her 
face dotted with artiflcial motes in indigo,* her eyebrows pencilled 
with Kohl and her hands and feet reddened with Henna. When 
she saw me she smiled in my face and took me to bar embtace 
and clasped me to her breast; then she put her mouth to my 
mouth and sucked my tongue* (and I did likewise) and said, 


^ TTtH OTQaiifcxil u VXt\ m tKc: (iLltr Ijidon* of tivc inaErijiciorui juc 
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JAfab. “Bayii the beat bind *f gyfmcm wbicb ihiaa like 

nurbie. The Jtucco OB die walk of Aleiandria. twlli by Alnantji-r af the iwo Hon«. 
wii 10 cxquHiisiy ntinpeied inJ beaudfuJJy pnJbhbi eiiiE njen ta wear iniilct for 
fear of btiadM**. 

t * Mcdpbtjtsjai iHau-^ k rrow obiakEej its. place luritig been taken by die 

“Klinip" m jfoki pl*te^ toduc five inches tJi dkmetet, mi with Jrwek, eo:. Lone (M E. 
Appendix A) %um ic. 

* The mrnaj^jUTttt who the dye ii ealkd "Muiiakkkhah.“ 

*'^Kbs«na With ih' mtus aj Shateapeiie call* iti the French 

and "Sampuce." The Subject of kkstits bl eiteuaiTT in the Ent. Ten diScreot 

didy enunxracAl m t|ic ”Arranga.Rafismr or, The tttoiii Arc of Ijttc 
fA^ Amont Ind^a} tmmlatod ftom the Sanjbnt^ *nA aaooiatcsl by F»F- ami R. F- R- 
Ii ip aha Dc^neettd with fSTtgaSculatioa^ w [mptwing the tuiii, pf wfodl thm at* 
bindsj fcramcidoA ikcrcn hani^it^ rhe kair uul tap^iln^ at with the 

hj^cn arul palm (ctghc kltuia). 
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“Can it be true* * O my little darkling, thou art come to me?” 
adding, “Welcome and good cheer to theef By Allah, from the 
day 1 saw thee sleep hath not been sweet to me nor hath fo^ 
bera pleasant. Quoth I, ‘^ch bath also been my case: and I 
am thy sbvc, thy negro sbve.” Then we sat down to converse 
and I hung my head earthwards in bashfulness, but she delayed 
not long ere she set before me a tray of the most exquisite v^ds, 
marinated meats, hitters soaked in bee^s honey^ and chickens 
studied with sugar and pismchicHiuts, wher«>f we ate till we were 
satished. Then they brought basin and ewer and I washed my 
hands and we scented ourselves with rose-water musk’d and 
sat down again to converse. So she began repeating r he-ge 
couplets* 

"Had we wist of thy omung, thy way had been ttrown 

With the blood of our he^i and the balb of our 

Our cheek as a foot-clcth tn greet thee heei thrown. 

That chy step on our eyelicU ohould sofdy 

And she kept plaining of what had behtllen her and I of what 
had bedded me; and love of her gai so (inn hold of my heart 
that all my wealth seemed a thing of nau^t in comparison with 
her. Then we f^l to toying and groping and Idling till night- 
fa^ when the handmaidens set before us meats and a complece 
wine servi«:, and we sat carousing till the noon of night, when 
we lay down and 1 by with her; never in my life saw I a night 
like that night. When morning morrowed I arose and took leave 
of her, throwing under the carpet-bed the kerchief wherein were 
the dinars’ and as I went out she wept and said, *’0 my lord, 
when shall I look upon that lovely face again?" "1 will be with 
thee at sunset,” answered 1, and going out found the donkey-boy , 
who had brought me the day before, awaiting at the door. So I 
mounted ass and rode to the Khan of ivbscur where I ah'ghted 
and ^ve the man a half-dinar, saying, **Recurn at sunset;" and 
be said “I wilL" Then I breakfasted and went out to seek the 
price of my stuffs; after which I returned, and taking a roast lamb 
and some sweetmeats, called a porter and put the provision in his 


* Amb. to dittii^unk It from "hooey"' sTnip chf gu|rAr-ed.£ie Mil 

^Thc liao hjw* oceiOToJ In Night nl Bf vny virkiy I (i^pc Tofrt=w* rmion 

* The W4y ckf cwytng TTintkef In xfw osmr of a r^ketdunilkefthkf a fdh cammon. 
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mtCj and sent it to the lady paying the man his hirc.^ I wwit 
back to my business till sunset, when the ass'driver came to me^ 
and 1 took fifty dinars in a kerchief and rode to her house where 
1 found the marble floor swept, the brasses bumisht, the branch' 
tights burning, the waj'candks ready lighted, the meat served up 
and the wine strained * * When my lady saw me she threw h^ 
annsabout my neck, and cried, “Thou hast desolated me by thine 
absence.**’ Then she set the tables before me and we ate till we 
were satisfied, when the slave'gtrls carried olF the trays and served 
up wine. We gave not over drinking till half the night was 
past; and, being well warmed with drink, we went to the sleep¬ 
ing-chamber and lay there till morning. 1 then arosie and 
forth from her leaving the fifty dinars with her as before; and, 
finding the donkey-boy at the door, rode to the Khan and slept 
awhile. After that I went out to make ready the evening meal 
and took a brace of geese with gravy on two platters of dressed 
and peppered rice, and got ready oolocasia*'roots fried and soaked 
in honey, and wait'Candles and fhiita and conserves and nuts and 
almonds and sweet-scented flowers; and 1 sene t hem all to her. 
As soon as it was night 1 again tied up fifty dinars in a kerchief 
and, mounting the asa as uauaJ, rode to the mansion where we ate 
and drank and by together till morning when j threw the kerchief 
and dinars to her* and rode back to the Khan, I ceased not doing 
after that fashion till, after a sweet night, I woke one line moiYung 
and found myself beggared, dinar-less and dirham-less. So said 1 
to myself “All this be Satan's work;” and began to redte these 
couplets;— 

'Toverty dims the sheen of mn whate’er hia wealth ha^ been, * E'en ae the 
nin about go set *hi>ira with >1 ysflowing tight; 

Abjeot he falh frtitii Eoeioary, forgotten by his friends; * PtesetiC he ihareth 
not then- joys for none in him deh|;hc; 

He w:tlks the nurket siiuuned of all, too glad to bide hu head; * In desert 
places tears he sheds stnd moans his hitter plight; 

By Allah, 'mid his kith and kin a man, however goM, * Waykid by want and 
penury jjs but a stcmBtf-wightf* 


> H« wac tbr piurkiuns nac io be under sn uhitb(stiqa to her In th'ti matesf. Aiu! she 
moved them ra juilge ihercby t>{ hii llbcrshiT- 

^Thme whi> have aeeR ilie jimcoi of leui^nuking itt the Lihmi* wilt reeiEly LimSer> 
etand why it ii itlways tcrained. 

' .Anh. a kind of arum er yum, esten hoikd like tHir pututoa. 

* Ai tint he ilippnl the money uito the bciielothm; sow be gives it openly and she 

•«e])» it far s reitoR. 
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1 fared forth from the Khan and walked dawn "Bet wi£cn the 
Palaces" street till I came to the Zuwaylah Porte, where 1 found 
the people crowding and the gateway blocked for the much folk. 
Ana by the doctee of Destiny I saw there a trooper against whom 
1 pr€:ssed unintentionally, so that my hand came upon his bosom' 
pocket and 1 felt a purse inside it. I looked and seeing a string 
of green silk hanging iiom the pocket knew it for a purse; and 
the crush grow greater every minute and just then, a camel laden 
with a loud of fuel happened to jostle the trooper on the opposite 
side, and he turned round to fend it oS iiom nun, lest it tear bis 
clothes; and Satan tempted me, so 1 pulled the string and drew 
out a little bag of blue silk, containing something which chinked 
like coin. But tire soldier, feeling his pocket suddenly listened, 
put his hand to it and found it empty; whereupon he turned to 
me and, snatching up his mace from his saddlc'bow, struck me 
with it on the head. I fell to the ground, whibt the people came 
round u$ and seizing the trooper’s mare by the bridle said to him, 
"Strikesc thou this youth such a bbw as tl^ for a mere push!" 
But the trooper cried out at them, “This fellow is an accursed 
thief!" Whereupon 1 came to myself and stood up, and the 
people looked at me and said, "Nay, he is a comely youth; he 
would not steal anything;" and some of them took my part and 
orfiers were against ms and question and answer waxed loud and 
warm. The people pulled at me and would have rescued me 
from his clutches: but as fate decreed behold, the Governor, the 
Chief of Police, and the watch' entered the Zuwaybb Gate at this 
moment and, seeing the people ^thered together around me and 
the soldier, the Governor a-sktal, "What is the matter?" "By 
Allah! O Emir," answered the trooper, “this is a thief! 1 had 
in my pocket a purse of blue silk lined with twenty good gold 
pieces and he took it, whilst I was in the crush," Quoth the 
Governor, “Was any one by thee at the time?”; and quoth the 
soldier, "No,” Thereupon the Governor cried out to the Chief of 
Police who seized me, and on this wise the curtain of the Lord's 
protection was withdrawn from me. Then he said "Strip him;''' 
and, when they stripped me, they found the purse in my clothes. 
The Wall took it, opened it and counted it; and, finding in it 
twenty dinars as the soldier had said, waxed exceeding wroth and 


*■ pVrth. fit. =ryrsftti, opfiresOTn, fo eke police and KC«icrAily lo 

tkE of U it A wani wiiirh tfilki k hiilor)'. 
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hade his gu^rd bring me before him. Then saitl lie tome, “"Now, 
O yotTth, apeak truly: didst thou steal this purser*^ At this I 
hung my head to the ground and said to mysdf, “If 1 deny 
having stolen it, I shall get myself into terrible trouble,” So I 
raised my bead and said, “Yes, 1 took it," When the Governor 
heard these words he wondered and summoned witnesses who 
came forward and attested my exmfesaion. All this happened at 
the Zuwaylah Gate. Then the Governor ordered the link'bearer 
to cut olf my right hand, and he did so; alter which he would have 
struck off my iitft foot also; but the h«iit of the soldier soften^ 
and he took pity on ine and interceded for me with the Governor 
that 1 should not be alain> Thereupon the Walt left me, and 
went away and the folk remained round me and gave me a cup 
of wine to drink. Aa for the trooper he pressed the purse upon 
me, and^ sai^ “Thou art a comely youth and it befitteth not thou 
be a thief” So I repeated these verses;— 

"1 swear by AUahV name, fiar air! no tbief was i. * Nor, O Uwu best of laenl 
wa« ] 3 bandit bred: 

Bui FortuneV change and tliance o'erthrew me suddenly, * And orfc and can; 
and penu^ my noiw tniakd: 

I Jthot it not, indeed, ’twas Allah shot the shaft • That rolled in dust 

tbc (iiatktD from my hcad.**^ 

The soldier turned away after giving me the purse; and 1 also 
went my ways having wrap pea my hand in a piece of rag and 
thrust it into my bosom. My whole semblance had chang^ and 
myi^Iour had waxed yellow from the shame and pain which had 
befallen me. Yet 1 went on to my mi3tress’'s house where, in 
extreme perturbation of spirit 1 threw myself down on the carpet- 


- ' ^**5™ » never eomplettly dll ilic oHmirwi eenfiai, U tUo utttriv 

ilpiarw dfCtiEiuUflfilil unA far the \xst iTEftscru: Bincuigit to tbuTswittiEd 

■ ihe wmM to wfci alqtK3. I rntpr^scd a cotiln 

CrtWiKif^rkmJ of Ifiirlli hy him fJiU ^ple IhrotTriiEbn. 

Cufth^ uff (hr H^hr hAod k Kormiiit pfinitthmfint ■r,)' Jbr one who nibi an 

r about forty Tlie left a co be cut uff nt 

MKlc Ibr a qfltfice ho 4 » uni bui vitBjh reaerrevi for « hqrJtned tfimLn^l 

Tlic prKctrt it ^ ohwlci* uud tlirft a punithfd by thf bMtinudo, Sue <«■ imnn«o- 
mefiL The dd Cuubre* were as seme. Tor ttealiii^ afle diriiatn'i wdrtb they took x 
fine ^ two, !J^r the cHf-bU^ ten rtkk-likpin and dkinivu^ the cnminil who 
hHl subjected t* an hoivk ifn^^wament. A KCvnd i±«fi the peiuiltio » Ik 

onubHd; ami afner that the right kind w*i cur off of death wju Inflicted ricycorditir to rkc 
ptopqrciofi flieden, 

■ Kimu ¥iiL 17 .. 





The NA2 ARfil^s Broker's Storv. 


i 7 ^r 

bed. She saw tne in thifi state and asked me., "What aikth thee 
and why do I see thee so changed in looks?”: and I answered, 
"‘My head poineth me and I am lar from well.” Whereupon she 
was veied and was coneemed on my account and said, "Bum not 
my heart, O my lord, but sit up and raise thy head and recount to 
me what lath happened to thee to-day, for thy face tells me a 
tale.” "Leave this talk ” replied L But she wept and said, "Me- 
seems chon art tired of me, for 1 see thee contrary to thy wont." 
But 1 was silent; and she kept oo talking to me albd t I g^ve her no 
answer, till night came on. Then she set food before me, but I 
refused it fearing lest she see me eating with my left hand and said 
to her, “1 have no stomach to eat at present.” Quoth she, "Tell 
me what hath beMIen tiiee tx>da.y, and why art thou so sorrowful 
and broken in spirit and heart?” Quoth I, "Wait awhile; I will 
tell thee all at my leisure.” Then ^ brought me wine, saying, 
"Down with it, this will dispel thy grief: thou mtist indeed drink 
and tell me of thy tidings,” I asked her, “Perforce must I tell 
thee?”; and she answered, "Yes.” Then said F, "If it needs mtjst 
besoi, then give me to drink with thine own hand.^* * She filled and 
drank,* and filled again and gave me the cup which 1 took from her 
with my left band and wipM the tears from my eyelids and began 
repeating:— - 


''When Albh wtUetbau^tbdiJ anuD * Who hath of ears jnd eyes and 

Wits full jhaie; 

His ors He lieifcns and hi* eyes He btmda * And draws his wits c en as we 
draw a haiH 

Till, having wrought His purptne. He restnfCS * Man's wits, that warned imart 
circuii»p«iL:C he fitc,' 

When I ended my verses 1 wept, and she cried out with an ex¬ 
ceeding loud cry, “What is the cause of thy tears? Thou bumest 
my heart! What makes thee take the cup with thy left hand?” 
C^oth 1, 'Truly 1 have on my right hand a boil;” and quoth she, 
'^t it out and I will open it for thee."* "It ia not yet time to 
open it,” 1 replied, "so worry me not with thy words, for I will 
not take it out of the bandage at this hour.” Then I drank olF 


^ A unbvmiil dusDm Lu tlu the abjoct beirtg[ sr^ruily tx? fehnw thix the draught 
wia not ptntoned - 

> pern <ir puiJiTtij. 

* Hoiii uid jiiiHplci are tn he catucd br ^nicen hairirrDoa luul in ttindwipn! 
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the cup, and she gave not over ptying me with drink until drunk' 
coness overcame me and I fell asleep in the place where I was 
sitting i whereupon she looked at my right hand and saw a wrist 
without a hst. So she s^ched me closely and found with me the 
purse of gold and my severed hand wrapped up in the bit of rag.’ 
With this such sorrow came upon her as never overcame any and 
she ceased not lamenting on my account till the morning. V^en I 
awoke i found that she had dressed me a dish of liroth of four 
boiled chickens, which she brought to me together with a cup of 
wine. I ate and drank and laying down the purse, would have 
gone out; but she said to me, “Whither away?"; and I answered, 
my business calkth me;'" and said she, shalt not 

pD: sit thee down,” So I sat down and she resumed, “Hato thy 
love for me so overpowered thee that thou hast wasted all thy 
w^th and hast Irsst thine hand on my account? I take thee to 
witness against me and also Allah be my Uiitness that I will never 
part with thee, but will die under thy feet; and soon thou shalt 
sec that my words are true ” T^en she sent for the Kaai and wit' 
nesses and said to them, *”Write my contract of marriage with 
this ^ung man, and bear ye witness that J have received the 
marriage-^clcment/'* Wbm they had drawn up the dexiument 
she said, “Be witness that all my monies which are in this chest 
and all I have in slaves and handmaidens and other property is 
given in free gift to this young man.” So they took act of this 
statement enabling me to assume possession in right of marriage; 
and then withdrew, after receiving their fees. Thereupon she 
took me by the hand and, leading me to a closet, opcnecl a large 
^pt and said to me, "See what is herein;” and I looked and 
L was full of kerchiefs. Quoth she, ‘This is the money 
rr fbee and every kerchief thou gavesc me, containing 

ufty dinars, I wrapped up and cast into this chest; so now 
tbnc owTi, for it returns to thee, and this day thou art become of 
high estate. Fortune and Fare afflicted thes so that thou didst 
lose thy right hand for my sake; and I can never requite thee; 
nay, although 1 gave my Ufe't were but little and 1 should still 

‘ He to burj ir Sranriy, x napeet whlel) Morienw nlwiys ihnw ev«i to the 

of the aj hair amJ Haiti Ikahnjp Ouebm the larccr were cat^ 

lecto4 ut 4 caiTpetl tn tonw mcxiimEiL Thtf practice wii ht fear af 

« wiraris nf the tpoiU. 

> Wiihuiit wh'^ ch( nuin-iiae WU not vdH. Tlnf iriinimuM k tn diriwiM ritnduniis) 
vaksil If ciljooE fttrE friina to ^KilLrrtEi; and tf II man many irjcbniif namin^t the *imt^ 
the wumin, ifEcr oonujmmaikinj wi CAfspcl him to rhk mirutnum. 
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remain thy debtor/’ "nien she added. 'Tate charge of thy proiv 
erty; jkj 1 tanatcn^ the contents of her chest to my 4est 
and added my wealth to her wealth which 1 had dven her and 
my heart was ea^d and my sorrow oeased. I stcodup and {dssed 
her and th^ed her; and she said, 'Thou hast given thy hand 

^ equivalent? 

By Allah, if I offered my life for thy love, it were indeed but httle 
and would not do iustire to thy daim upon me.” Then she made 
ovcF to me by dred all chat she possessed in clothes and ornaments 
gold and pearls, and goods and firms and chattels, and lay not 
dovm to slap tUt night, being sorely grieved for my grief till 
1 toW her the whole oi what had befallen me, 1 passed the 
wth her. &jt before we bd Hved together a month's rime she 
leU sOTely siok and illness increased upon her, by reason of her 
for the leas of my hand, and ahe ending fifty days 
raore she was numbered among the folk of futurity and heirs of 
immortality So I laid her out and buried her body in mother 

ui L ^5-L ^ perlection of the Koran' for the 

h^lth of her sou!, and gave much money in alms for her- after 
^ch I turned me from the grave and returned to the house. 
i:te I found that she had lett much subatance in ready money 
slaves, mansions, lands and domains, and among her store- 
^ ^anary of sesame-se^d, whereof I sold part to thee; 
^ I had neither time nor indination to take count with thee rill 
I had sold the rest of the stock in store; nor, indeed, even now 
have I i^de an end of receitring the price. So I desire thou baulk 
me not in what I am about to say to thee; twice have 1 eaten of 
thy food and I wish to give thee as a present the monies for the 
eesame which are by thee. Such is the cause of the cutting off 
ray right hand and my eating with my left. ^'Indeed,” said I, 
thou hast shown me the utmost Jdndness and libej^ty." Then 
he asked me. ’’Why shouldst thou not travel with me to my 
mrive country whither I am about to return with Cairene and 
Alexandrian stuffs? Say me, wilt thou accompany me?"; and I 
aj^wered "1 will." So I agreed to go with him at the head of 
Slid 1 all 1 had and bought other incfchandiK; 
then we set out and travelled. I and the young man, to this 
country of y oui s, where he sold his venture and bought other 

• '■Khiitinih'*= or ns'tiJn^ wJiole Ko^jui, by oae at num penciw. 

Ksmlly m the hmrec, net (iner tint tinnK UJm the "Zikr/' Utujy «■ fttKaTion, it a s 
»£t ciortRitAl CO cmiiii KurEtkn?, 
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inveatmnit of country stufs and cwitinued his journey to Egypt 
But it Kvzs my lot to abide here, so that these things befell in 
my stnuigerhood which befel last night, and is not this tale, O 
King of the age, more wondrous and marvellous than the story of 
the Hunchback? "Not so," quoth the King, '^'1 (snrjot accept 
it: there is no help for it but that you be hanged, every one of 

-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day, and 

saying her permitted say. 


mfjen it tnaiJ the ^lorntp'^ehcntb 

SIk said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
png of Qiina declared ‘There is no help for it but that you be 
nang^" the Reeve of the Sultan’s Kitchen came forward and 
said, “If thou permit me 1 will tell thee a tale of what befel me 
i^t before I found this Gobbo; and, if it be more wondrous than 
his story, do thou grant us our lives." And when the King 
answered "Yea" he began to recount 


Tlie R^v's Tale, 

Know, O King, that last night I was at a party where they made 
a t^lcction of the Koran and got together doctors of law and 
re%^ skilled in nedtadon and intoning; and, when the readers 
raded, the table was spread and amongst other t^gs they set 
before us was a marinated tagout^ Savoured with cumin'seed. So 
we sat dowm, but one of our number held lack and refetsed to 
touch We conjured him to eat of it but he swore he would 
not; and, when we again pressed him, he said, "Be not instant 
with me; suffi^th me that which bath already befallen me 
through caring it"; and he began red ting.—► 

“SiiMlder di? tray anti ra straight m thy goal: • And. S' «iit thee thi* * Kohl 
why.-^v* thu Koii!!"’ 


When be ended his verse we said to him, “Allah upon thte, tell 
us thy reason for refusfne to eat of the ncumin'ragput?" “If so it 
be,"he replied, "and ricedbmust 1 sit of it, Iv^not do 00 except 
1 wash my hand forty times with soap, forty times with potash 


l Ardb. “'iGr^jah" —milt drojia with viwjar, (Ptn. Zir) mqi it« 

ifUDO, Mure »I U Wl the l«qt:d cf tJlir tM\t. 

* A uncontmiKi lut eadi man do « he fit; *W dq«t 

is E amJ ji ntm nsrrcipandMe with oursiiw nbwit the capfictmg. ^ 
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and forty tunes with plangale^* the total being one hundred and 
twenty washings," Thereupon the hospitable host bade his slaves 
bring water and whatso he required^ and the young man washed 
his fend as afore menrioned. Then he sat down, as if disgusted 
and inghtened withal, and dipping his hand in the ragout, began 
ga tin g and at the same time snowing signs of anger. And we 
wondered at him with extreme wonaenneat, for hand tiem' 
bled and the morsel in it shook and we saw that his thumb had 
be^ cut ofF and he ate with his four fingers only. So said to 
him , "Allah upon thee, what happened to thy thumb? Is thy 
hand thus by the creation of God or hath some accident befallen 
it?” "O my iHothers,” he answered, “it is not only thus with 
this thumb, but also with my other thumb and with both my 
^eat toes, as you sfeU see." & ^ying he uncovered his left hand 
and his feet, and we saw that the left hand was even as the right 
and in lilfe manner that each of his feet Lacked its great toe. When 
we saw hifo after rhifi fashion, our amazement waxed still greater 
and we said to h im , “We have hardly patience enough to await 
thy history and to hear the manner of the cutting off of thy 
thumbs, and the reason of thy washmg both harw^ one hundred 
and twenty times." Know then, said he, that my father was chief 
of the merchants and the wealthiest of them all in Baghdad' 
city during the reign of the Caliph Hamn al-Rashid ’ and he was 
much given to wine<lrinicing and Ustentng to the lute and the 
other instruments of pleasaunoe; so that w*hcn he died he lett 
nothing. 1 buried himandhad perlectionsof the Koran madefor him, 
and mourned for him days and nights*, then 1 opened his shop and 
found that he had left in it few goods, while his debts were many. 
However I compounded with his creditors for time to settle their 
demands and betook myself to buying and selling, paying them 
aoinethmg from week to week on account; and 1 ^ve not over 
doing this till t had cleared off hia obligations in fell and began 
adding to my principal. One day, as I at in my shop, suddenly 
and unexpectedly there appeared before me a young lady, than 
wh nm 1 never saw a fairer, wearing the richest raiment and oma' 
mentsand riding a shemiule, with one negtO'Slave waUcing before 
her and another behind her. She drew rein at the head of the 
exch ange'bamr ?ntl entered followed by an eunuch who said to 


^Anb. "SuVid," «i Al|iiii» Wiib imiteEni ritiffmw like hew tiieJ *3 .1 
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her, '■‘‘O my lady come out and iway without telling any one, lest 
thou li^t a fire which will bum us all up/' Moreover be steted 
before her guarding her from view whilst she looked at the mer* 
chants' shops. She found none open but mine; bo she came up 
with the eunuch behind her and sitting down in my shop ea luted 
me; never heard I aught feiier than her speech or sweeter than her 
voice. Then she unveiled her face* and I saw that she was like the 
mocn and 1 stole a glance at her whose sight caused me a thousand 
ai^s, and my heart was captivated wim love of her, and 1 kept 
looking again and again upon her &ce repeating these verses;— 

to the chimu^ it^ thf dov&^hucd * Deitb ^ould be wekcpkc abate 
thy balef 

FaviDor me with thy fivDiira that 1 live: * Sce^ I stfebdi forth my pim co 
take thy viilT 

When she heard my verse she answered me saying;— 

lost aQ patknee by despite of youj • My hwt knows nothiag bve^ 

plight to you ! 

If aught I sight save charms so bright of youj * My parting end not in the 
sight ^ y^l 

1 swfiiu- t‘ll mV forget the rig^it of you; * And fain diis Ireist would soaf tD 
bei^t df yw: 

Yew made me dmin the lovC'OLip, and 1 lief * A love^ajp tender for delight ^ 
you; 

Take this my form wherever you and wbm * You die, entmnb me in the 
site of you; 

Call on me in my grave* and bear my boiK * &igh th^if te^sponscs te the 
shrigbt of yoUi 

And were 1 asked ^Of Gbd what wouldst thou see?^ *’ I answer, "first His will 
then Thy deaec!" 

When she ended her verse she asked me, “O youth, hast thou any 
fair stuffs by thee?"; and I answered, '^O my lady, diy slave is 
poor; but have i^tience till the merchants open their shops, and 
I will suit thee with what thou wilt/' Then we sat talking, I and 
she (and I was drowned in the sea of her love, daaed in the desert^ 
of my passion fes: her), till the merchants opened their shops; 
when I rose and fetched her all she sought to the tune of five 
thousand dirhams. She the stuff to the eunuch End, goj ^ g 
forth by the dcxir of the^changep she mounted mule and went 


* AfaL “Ti'lh"* —kfit in ili£ “Tlh/* a iicsert firhcnnn mm *^7 lose tniiw* 
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3 way, without telling me whence she came, and I waa ashamed to 
speak of such trifie. When the merchants dunned me for the price* * 
I madp: myself answerable for five thofusancl dirhanw and went 
home, drunken with the love of her. Tliey set supper before me 
and I ate a mouthful* thinking only of her beauty and loveliness, 
and sought to sleep, but steep came not to me. And such was my 
condition fiar a whole week, when the merchants required their 
monies of me, but I persuaded them to have patience for another 
we^, at the end of which time she again appeared mounted on a 
she'mule and attended by her eunuch and two sbves. She saluted 
me and saii “O my master, we have been long in bringing thee 
the price of the stuffs; but now fetch the Shroff and take thy 
mcmies/' So I sent for the money'changcr and the eunuch counted 
out the coin before him and made it over to me- Then we sat 
talking, I and she, till the market opened, when she said to me, 
“Get me this and that.” So I got her from the merchants w^tso 
she wanted, and she took it and went away without saying a 
word to me about the price. As soon as she was out of sight, I 
repented me of what I had done; for the worth of the stuffs 
bought Us her amounted to a thousand dinars, and I said in my 
soul, “What manner of love is this? She hath brought me hve 
thousand dirhams, and bath taken goods for a thousand dinars. 

1 feared lest I should be beggared through having to pay the met' 
chants their money, and 1 said, **They know* none other but me; 
this lovely lady is naught but a cheat and a swindler, who hath 
diddled me with her fc^uty and grace; for she saw that I wm a 
mere youth and laughed at me for not asking her address. I 
ceased not to be troubled by these doubts and fears, as she was 
absent more than a month, till the merchants pestered me for 
their money and were so bard upon me that I put up ray property 
for sale and stood on the very brink of ruin. However, as I ms 
sitting in my shop one day, (htO'Wned in melancholy musings, she 
suddenly rode up and, dismounting at the basar'CTte, came 
straight towards me. IJ/hen 1 saw her all my cares fell from me 
and I forgot every trouble. She came close up to me and ^eet^ 
me with her sweet voice and pleasant speech and presently 
“Fetch me the Sliroff* and weigh thy money* So she gave ik the 
price of what goods 1 had gotten for her and more, and fell to 
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talking freely TOith roe, till I was like to die of joy and delight. 
Presently she asked me, “'Hast thou a wife?"; and 1 answered 
“No, indeed: I have never known woman"; and began to shed 
teaiB, ^och she “Why weepest thou?” Q^oth 1 "It is nothingl” 
Then ffiving the eunuch, some of the gold pieoea, I begged him to 
be gO'Mtwcen* * in the matter; but he laughed and said, "She is 
more in love with thee than thou with her: she hath no occasion 
for the stuffs she hath bought of thee and did all this only for the 
lotne of thee; so ask of her what thou wilt and she will deny thee 
nothing," When she saw me giving the dinars to the eunuch, she 
rettimed and sat down again; and i said to her, “Be charitable to 
thy slave and pardon him what he is about to say." Then I told her 
what was in my mind and she assented and said to the eunuch, 
^^Thou shalt carry my message to him,” adding to roe, “And do 
thou whatso the eunuch biddeth thee.” Then she got up and 
went away, and I paid the merchants their monies and they all 
proEted; hut as for me, remnet at the breaking off of our inter' 
course was ail my gain; and 1 slept not the whole of that night- 
However, tsefore many days passed her eunuch came to me, and I 
entreated him honourably and asked him afW his mistress. 
"Truly she is sick with love of thee," he replied and I rejoined 
‘Tell me who and what she is." Quoth he, “The Lady Zufoy' 
dab, cjuten'consort of Harun al'Rasbid, brought her up as a rear' 
ling* and hath advanced her to be stewardess of the Harim, and 
gave her the right of going in and out eff her own sweet will. She 
spoke to her lady of thee and be gg ed her to marry her to thee; 
but she said, 'I will not do this, 1 see the young man; and, if 
he be ivorthy of thee, I will marry thee to him . * So now we took 
for the mommt to smugde thee into the Phlace and if thou sue- 
cecd in entering privily toou wilt win thy wish to wed her; but 
if the aflair get wind, the Lady Zubaydah will strike off thy bead.* 


being th*r fKf mib h inostly cld And worn: hcncc ouf wortb ^'peniion** 
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What gayest thou to this?’’ I answered, will go with thee and 
abide the risk whereof thou epeakest." Then said he, “As soon 
as it is night, go to the Mosque built by the Lady Zuhaydah on 
the Tigris ana pray the night'prayers and sleep there.” “With 
love and gladness,” cried L So at nightfidl I repaired to the 
Mosque, where I prayed and passed the ni^t. With earliest 
dawn, b^ld, came sundry eunuchs in a skiff with a number of 
empty chests which they deposited in the Mosque ; then aU of 
tKpm went their ways but one, and looking curiously at him, 
I saw he was our gO'between. Ptesently in came the handmaiden, 
my mistress, waMng straight up to us; and I rose to her and 
embra<^d her while she kissed me and shed tears.^ We talked 
awhile; after which she made me get into one of the chests which 
she locked upon me- Presently the other eunuchs came back with 
a quantity of packages and she fell to stowing them in the chesm, 
which locked dawn, one by one, till all were shut. When all 
was done the eunuchs embarked the chests in the boat and made 
for the Lady Zubaydah's palace. With this, thought began to be¬ 
set me and i said to myself, “Verily thy lust and 'n.'antomiess will 
be the death of thee; and the question is after all shalt thou win 
to thy wish or not?” And I beg^ to weep, boxed up as I was in. 
the box and sifffertng from cramp; and 1 prayed Allah that He 
deliver me frain the daneeroua strait 1 was in, whilst the boat 
gave not over going on tiS it reached the Palace-gate where they 
mted out the chests and amongst them that in which 1 was. Then 
they carried them in, raising through a troop of eunuchs, guard- 
ians of the Harim ancf of the ladies behind the curtain, till they 
oi f Ti f to the post of the Eunuch-in-Chief* who started up from his 
slumbers and shouted to the damsel “What is in those chests? 
“They are full of wares for the Lady Zubaydah 1” ‘‘'Open them, 


I Tluac icMn m ahcJ WST put upiiftrioii. So (he ' of tht New W«Ui nvw 
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one by one, that I may see what is in them,” "And wherefoEe 
wouldst thou open them?" '"Give me no words and ciceed not 
in talk! these chests must and shall bs opened." So ssaying^ be 
sprang to his feet, and tl® first which they Drought to him to open 
was that wherein i was; and, when 1 felt his hands upon it, my 
senses failed me and 1 bepissed myself in my funk, the water run- 
ning out of the box. Then said to the Eunuch-in'Chirf, "O 
steward t thou wilt cause me to be killed and thyself too, for thou 
hast damaged goods worth ten thousand dinars. This chest ctnv 
tains coloured dresses, and lour gallon fttsks of Zenmem water;^ 
and now one of them hath got unstoppered and the water is run'' 
ning out over the clothes and it wUl spoil their colours." The 
eunuch answered, '"Take up thy boxes and get thee gone to the 
curse of God!" So the slaves carried off all chests, including 
mine; and hastened on with them till suddenly I heard the voice 
of (me saying, "j^ck, and alack! the Caliph! the Caliph!” When 
that cry struck mine ears I died in my skin and ^aid a sajidog which 
never yet shamed the sayer, "There is no Majesty and there is no 
Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great* I and only 1 have 
brought this calamity upon myself," Presently I heard the 
Caliph say to my mistress, "A plague on thee, wha: is in those 
boxes? and she answered, “Dresses for the lady ZubaydaJi";* 
whereupon he, “Open them before mer* U'hcn 1 heard this I 
died my death outn^t and said to myself, “By Allah, today is 
the very last of my (^ys in this world; if I come safe out of this I 
am to marry her and no more W’ords, but detection stares me in 
the face and my head is as good as stricken off" Then I repeat^ 
the profession of Faith, saying, “There is no god but tht God, 

and Mohammed is the Apostle of God"-And Shahraiad 

perodved the dawn of day and ceased to say her permitted ay. 


SBljtn 11 Inatf r^t 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the young 
merchant (mntinned as follows; Now when I testified, “I bear wit' 
ness that there is no god save the God," 1 Iteard my mistress the 


• From tJw Mccicsn wotl used bjr MmJoitii mudi lik* Enii dc LotirdES Clirbtkat: 
the w»!tr is Mluth, hentz the budt of ArnK hioiKMr (Pi^iiitu^ SiL, 201002), 
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handmaid declare to the Caliph, ‘These chests, O Cknnmander of 
the Faithful, have been committed to my ch^ge by the Lady 
Zubaydah, and she doth not wish their contents to be seen by 
any one.” “No matter 1” quoth the Caliph, “needs must they be 
opened, I i«jll see what is in them"; and Kc cried aloud to the 
eunuchs, “Bring the chests here before me." At this I made sure 
of death (without benefit of a doubt) and swooned away. Then 
the eunuchs brought the chests up to him one after another and 
he fell to inspecting the contents, but he saw in them only ottsrs 
and stuffs and fine dresses; and they ceased not opening the 
chests and he ceased not looking to see what was in them, finding 
only clothes and such matters, till none remain ed unopened but 
the box in which 1 was boxed. They put forth their hands to 
open it, but my mistress the handmaid made haste and said to the 
CMph, “This one thou shalt see only in the presence of the Lady 
Zutuydah. for that which is in it is her secret." When be heard 
this he gave orders to carry in the chests; so they took up that 
wherein 1 was and bore it with the rest into the Harim ana set it 
down in the midst of the saloon; and indeed my spittle was dried 
up fcr very fear.* Then my mistress opened the box and txjok me 
(Alt, sayii^, “Fear not: no harm shall ^dde thee now nor dread; 
but broaden thy breast and strengthen thy heart and sit thee 
down till the Lady Zubaydah come, and surely thou shalt win thy 
wish of me." So 1 sat down and, after a while, in came teo hand' 
maidens, virgins like moons, and ranged themselves in two rows, 
five facing five; and after them twenty other damsels, high' 
bosomed virginity, surrounding the Lady Zubaydah who could 
hardly walk for wei^t of her raiment and ornaments. As 
she dfew near, the slave-girb dispersed from around her, and I 
advanced and kissed the ground tetween her hands. She signed 
to me to sit and, when 1 sat down before her chair, she began qu^ 
tioning me of my forbears and family and condition, to which 1 
made such answers that pleased her, and she said to my mistriess, 
“CXir nurturing of thee, O damsel, hath not disappointed us." 
Then she said to me, “Know that this handmaiden is to us even 
as our own child and she is a trust committed to thee by Allah." 
i again kissed the ground before her, well pleased that I should 
marry my mistress, and she t^dc me abide ten days in the paJacc. 
So I abode there ten days, during which time 1 saw not my mis- 
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tress nor any bod^ save one of the oonctibmes, who brooghc me 
che morning and evening meals. After this the Lady Zubayd^ 
took counsel with the Caliph on the martian of her favourite 
handmaid, and be gave leave and asai^ed to her a wedding por^ 
rion of ten thousand gold pieces. So the Lady Zuhaydah sent for 
the Kari and witnesses who wrote our marria^'contract, after 
whi(^ the women oiade ready sweetmeats anoT rich viands and 
distributed them among all Odahs' of the Harim. Thus they 
did other ten days, at the end of which time my mistiess went to 
the baths.* * Meanwhile, they set before me a tray of food where¬ 
on were various meats and among those dishes, which were 
enough to daae the wits, was a bowl of aimin'fagput containing 
chickens''bieast$,fricandoed* and flavoured with su^r, pistachios, 
musk and tose^water. Then, by Allah, fair sirs. 1 dio not long 
hesitate; but took my seat before the ragout and fell to and ate of 
it till I could no more. After this I wiped my hands, but forgot 
to wash them; and sac till it grew dant, when the was-caDales 
were lighted and the singing-women came in with their tam¬ 
bourines and proceeded to chsplay the bride in various dresses 
and to carry her in procession from room to room all round the 
palace, getting their palms crossed with gold. Then they brought 
her to me and disrob^ her. When I fowKl myself alorre with her 
on the bed 1 embraced her, hardly believing in our union; hut she 
smelt the strong odours of the ragout upon my hands and forth¬ 
with cried out with an exceeding loud cry, at which the slave- 
girls came running to her from all sides. 1 trembled with alarm, 
unknowing what was the matter, and the girls asked her, ‘^What 
aileth thee, O our sister?'* She answered mem, '"Take this mad¬ 
man away from me; I had chou^t he was a man of sense !'* Quoth 
1 to her, “What makes thee tmnk me mad?** C^oth she, **Thou 
madman! W'hat made thee eat of cumin-ragout and forget to 
wash thy hand? By Allah, I will requite thee for thy misconduct. 
Shall the like of thee come to bed with the like of me with 
unclean bands?**^ Then she took from her side a plaited scourge 
and came down with it on my back and the place where I sit 
till her fareamif were benumbed and 1 fainted away from the 

' Pfopcrljr "UiJi," rht diSotsic ftwou^ wh ^'Odiiil;K|ue,"or ctiacuMfu, fact own. 
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much beating; when ehc said to the handfliaids, ‘‘Take him and 
cany him to the Chief of Police, that he may strike dF the hand 
wherewith he ate of the cumin-rMout, and which lie did not 
wash," When I heard this I ^d, "flisrc is no Majesty and there 
is no Might save in Allah I Wilt thou cut dS my tond, because 1 
ate of a cumin'ragout and did not wash?" The handmaidens also 
interceded with her and kissed her hand saying, "O our sister, 
this man is a simpleton, punish him not for what he hath done 
this nonce;’’ but she answered, "By Allah, there is no help but 
that! dock him of sesnewhat, especially the dfending member." 
Then she went away and 1 saw no more of her for ten days, dur' 
ine which time she sent me meat and drink by a slave-girl who 
tofd me that she had fallen sick from the smelt of thecumin-'ragout. 
After that timg she came to me and said, ”0 black of foce 1' 1 wiU 
teach thee how' to eat curain'ragout without washing thy hands!" 
Then she cried out to the han&iaids, who pinioned me: and she 
took a sharp razor and cut off my thumbs and great toes; even as 
you see, O fair assembly 1 Thereupon 1 swooned away, and she 
sprinkled some powder of healing herbs upon the st^ps and 
when the blood was staunched, I said, “Never again will I cat of 
cunun'ragout without washing my hands forty times with potash 
and forty times with galangale and forty times with soap f And 
she took of me an oa A and ^und me by a covenant to that effect. 
When, tbereforc, you brought me the cumin-'ragout my colour 
changed and 1 mid to myself, “It was this very d ish that caused 
the cutting off of my thumbs and great toes;" and, when you 
fmoed me, I said, "Ne«ds must I fulfil the oath I have swom." 
“And what bcfel thee after this?" asked those present; and he 
answered,“When I swore to her, her anger was appeased and I 
slept with her that night. We abode thus awhile till she said to 
me on** day, Werily the Palace of the Caliph is not a pl^sant 
place for us to live in, and none ever entered it save thyself; and 
thou only by grace of the Lady Zubaydah, Now she hath given 
me fifty thousand dinars,' adding, Take this money and go out 
and buy us a fair dwelling'bouse. So I fared forth and bou^t a 
fine and spacious mansion, whither she removed all the wealth she 
owned and what riches I bad giined in stuffs and costly rarities. 
Such is the cause of the cutting off of my thumbs and great toes. 
We ate (continued the Reeve), and were returning to our homes 
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when there befel me with the Hunchback that thnu wettest of. 
This then is my story, and peace be with thee! C^oth the King, 
“This story is on no wise mtse delectable than the story of the 
Hunchback; nay. it is even less so, and there is no help fiar tlie 
hanging of the whole of you." Then came forward the Jewish 
physidan and kissing the ground said, “O King of the age, 1 will 
tell thee an history monne wonderful than that cu the Hunchback." 
"Tdl cm," said the King of China; so he beg^n the 


Tdle of the Jewish Doctor. 

Right marvellous was a matter which came txi pass to me in my 
youth. I lived in Damascus of Syria studying my art and, one 
day, as 1 was sitting at home behold, there came to me a Ivlame' 
luke from the hous^liold of the S^b and said to me, "Speak with 
my lord!" So 1 followed him to the Viceroy’s house ancf, entering 
the great hall, saw at its head a couch of cedar plated with gold 
whereon lay a sickly youth beautiful withal; fairer than he one 
could not see. 1 sat down by his head and prayed to Heaven for 
a cure; and be made me a sign with his eyes, so 1 said to him, 
"O my lord! favour me with thy hand, nod safety be with thee j"* * 
Then he put forth his left band and 1 marvelled thereat and said, 
■“■By Allah, strange that this handsome youth, the son of a great 
house, should so lack good manners. This can be nothing but 
pride and conceit [" However I felt his pulse and wrote him a pm' 
scriptinn and continued to visit him for ten days, at the end of ^ 
which time be recovered and went to the Hammam,* whereupon 
the Viceroy gave me a handsome dress of honour and appointed 
me superintendent of the hospital which is in Damascus.* I ac' 
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componied him to the baths, the whole of which they had kept 
private for his accommodation; and the servants came in with 
wm and cookolFbus clothes within the bath, and when was 
stripped I saw that his right hand had been newly cut off, and 
this was the cause of his weakliness. At this I was amazed and 
grieved for him; then, looking at his body, I saw on it the scars of 
ecourge'Stripes whereto he had applied unguents. J was troubled 
at the sight and my concern appeared in my face. The young man 
looked at me and, comprehending the matter, said, *'C) Physician 
of the age, tnarvei not at my case; I will tell thee my story as soon 
as we quit the baths." Then we washed and, returning to his 
bouse, ate somewhat of food and took rest awhile; after T)™ch be 
asked me, “What sayest thou to soladng thee by inspecting the 
suppcT-halir*; and 1 answered "So let it be." Thereupon he 
ordered the slaves to carry out the carpets and cushions required 
and roast a lamb and bring us seme fruit. They did his bidding 
and vjt ate together, he using the left hand for the purpose. After 
a while I said to him, “Now tell me thy talc.^' “O Physician of 
the age," replied he. “hear what betel me. Know that 1 am of the 
E(^ of Mosul, where my grandfather died !ea\'ing nine children 
of whom my fether was the eldest. All grew up and took to them 
wives, but none of them iras blessed with offspring except my 
father, to whom Providence vouchsafed me. So I grew up 
amongst my uncles who rejoiced in me with exceeding joy, till 1 
came to man's estate. One day which happened to be a Friday, I 
went to the Cathedral'mosque of Mosul with my father and my 
uncles, and we prayed the congregational prayers, after which 
the foi went forth, except my father and uncles, who sat talking 
of wendrous things in foreign parts and the marvellous sights of 
strange cities. At last they mentioned ^gypt, and one of my 
uncles said, “Travellers tell us that there is not on earth's face 
aught fairer than Cairo and her Nile;” and these words made me 


wrtEi aU iJic liQiTon whkii vwc univen^ Eimific till wstimii ■ jrtan iitd pf 
whicii occAJuuLnl pCpst to thk In A- D. 1J99 Kaiiicnnc dc h Court hetd 
A “bpspitol in tbfi CoiLTt caBcd Rctb^rt dt but thcr Am; oiAdhoux in Qu'ijtcmluiii 

v?D bulii hy the Ortb: m Tolcda A. D. 144^, ajul waj rhcnrfuvc c4lkd Cava del 
MitDCitt TTui '* "iiliiJijiLaa'’ *^41 dcscnlkcd bv cvety pf tJlc luC 

cfHtiuy: iLnd ic Lhotffd a cnnapqa {ontmtz berwten chc fTtimnccit pf iJic nuuuiic «nd 
tiu idipt pt (xn4dluyiif vhti b htimoculK alliiwpl ta wniiiEr aIkau: if iwt 

held a Saints Whon I iaw it Lue It wa* all but cmpt)i' and nUHtly tn niiov- Aj 

tar » mf cxpcwicx gpc% the Umted Stata U this cmly ojamry «hm th* are 

treaxed by the ung. 
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long to see Cairo. Quoth my fethw, “ Whoeo hath 
bath not seen the wt^ld. Her dust is golden and her Nfle a 
miracle holden; and her women are as Houris feir; puppets. beaU' 
cifu) pictures; her houses are pabcjes rare; her water is sweet and 
light' anrl hcT mud a commodity and a mehcine beyond compare, 
even as said the poet in this his poetry; 

The Nile^-flood thi* * day is the gam yoo owi; * Voo alone in such gain and 

bottndca wone: * . , , j i 

The Nik is my tear'flood of severance;, * And here none u fwJcscn 

but 1 abne. 


Moreover temperate is her ahi and with fragran^ blent, whudi 
surpassed! aloes-wood in scent; and how should it be otberw'i«. 
she being the Mother of the World? And Allah favour him who 
wrote these lines;— 


An t quit Cairo and her plesaunces, * Wbee can I wend to find so gjad- 

Shall T*descrt that aitc, whose grateful scents • Joy every sail arsd call far 

loude&t ptaiK? , , , . ,, _L.. 

Where every palace, a® anoiber Edes, * Corpeia and cushions richly winugh 

difiphya; ^ e- _j 

A city wooing tight and sprite to gke, * Wl«e Saint infieia Smner anO 

each 'Joys hi# cra^; ^ 

Where friend meets fnend, by Providcooe united tn greeny girden ana 

m palmy mam; , , ■ ■ t 

People of Cairo, an by Allah's doooi * I fare, wuh you m tlwughts I w»e 

Whisper not Cairo in the ear of Sephyr. * Ust fix her liie of garden aoents 
he reave her * 


And if your eyes saw her earth, and the adomment thereof wi^ 
bloom, and the purfling of it with all manner blossoms, and the 
islands of the Nile antf liow much is therein of wide-spread and 


I timot tJte trite «yifis "WhiW) driflk* riw iraiet cf th* KOe ^ 

tt ’■Usht" m*MJ dipstett (retefi; uid the Stist tat U bang ibk m Unnit 

it It naht bcVHaui the ikqn. wiihnui mdigeettan. 

* "Nn" ip ptrpnlJiT pwlwee a ttw Nik la Awd, altheugh eJw u^d f« the Ritfr » * 
DiRiw nun*. Egrptliiu (nnsdern i* i«il a* ■ndent) hire Arte AiJirum 

AUSnyf (nitniDer) sniJ Ai-NU (ibe Kik w. Awl ««■ 

oentap^nR with the CrtwtfwnMElai Hwring {at graiwfT).ra»thi ead 
of t>w deter rm. 

*Tb« liiwi Bfc In the Mki- Edh. 
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goodly prospect, and if you bnit your sight upon the Abyssinian 
PoodJ your glance would not revert iioirD the scene quit of won' 
der i for nowhere would you behold the iellow of that lovely 
view; and, indeed, the two amw of the Mile embrace mtst ItnC' 
tinant verdure,* * as the white ol‘ the eye encompasseth its black 
cr like fitagree’d silver surrounding chrysolites. And divinely 
gilded was the poet who thereanent said these couplets;— 


* In tnotning twilight and m 

* l ilm sabn flaaho before 

* Sbw with puHled 


By th' Abysitnian Pond, O day divine I 
eunny atine: 

The water priswitii in its werdurwu vpalls* 

^krinldng eyne: 

And in The Carden sat we while it dnuns 
eidee dyed finest fine: 

Tlie Jiff psim is rippled by the tundii of clouds; * We too, a-irippUng, on our 
nip recline; 

P a wng pure wih^ wboso us * Shull nc ts fnoin mil his 

woes de&Lgni 

Defining long largeaind btimmifig bemk^ * Adimmjc''nng ihirBtk 

only mNidne—wine. 


And what is there to compaM: with the Rasad, the Observatory, 
and its charms whereof every viewer as he approacheth saith, 
'Verily this spot is specialised with all manner of excelicncer And 
if thou speak of the Night of Nile-full,* give the rainbow and dis- 
tribute it f* And if thou b^old The (Wden at eventide, with the 
cool sloping far and wide, a marvel thou wouldst see and 

wouldst Incline to Egypt in ecstasy. And were thou by Cairo’s 
river-side,® when the sun is sinking and the stream dons mail'ccat 
and habergeon^ over its other vestments, thou wouldst be quick' 
ened to new life by its gentle aephyrs and by its ali'sumaent 


t \ nK a]-Hsiba<h/' el tink forcfttHy ncbtuiff in Curci= GiUnM 

<Nt^t lia) uyi "cn rcimnnruie TOT rEthicjpit."' , , „ , , 

’ Th£ fire=L Ecllt, (U., mh 1 hwtQw thii slffltcripcKsn, hot jJliifJt* ed 

wclUkaown Idxiid, di-Ktaz^ (RejcUIiJ = TlW Qardcfl, 

^Arab. “Liyiif tlm cf ibe nr nbundAilce of the Nile 

(-flood), imiidlr benwen Au^ute 6th ind h^ttr the govemmeae prodaiim iJs»l the 

Nilometcr «!unrs a rise of t6 cubiti^ Of U in i grcit festival aacJ * ccmfloajf, 
for Egypi ti Hit I thi gift of the ^ilc (Lane E. chipt^ i wvk which W’wilfS bt 
tnuth Imiirovcd by 2 ^cter iodoi). 

* adminifon will be ompJirtt. 

* Anb_ "Siiitl Mjmt ' benew 1 mppM Golkml^ mtfMwt. 

* A fiTOiince iLmiler the bstilicft |.liLtrr i^id ihidimer of the »iTeiHi tuuler 

the level rayj ifid the btDe« of eNrcotkle^ 
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shade." So spate be and the rest fell to desenhing Egypt and her 
Nile. Ab I heard their aeoTunts^ my thoughts d^lt upon the 
£ub]&:t and when, after talking their filh all arose and went their 
ways, I lay down to sleep that night, but sleep came not because 
of my violent longing for Egypt^ and neither meat pleased me nor 
drink. After a few days my uncles equipped themselves for a 
trade-journey to Egypt: and I wept before my father till he made 
ready for me €tting merchandise, and he consented to my going 
with them, saying Wvever* “"Let him not enter Cairo, but leave 
him to his wares at Damascus." So I took leave my Ikther 
and we fared forth from Mosul and gave not over travelling dU 
wc reached Aleppo^ where we halted certain days. Then we 
marched onwards till we made I^mascus and we found her a dty 
as though she were a Paradise, abounding in trees and streams 
and birds and fruits of all kinds. We alighted at one of the Khans, 
wfhere my uncles carried awhile selling and buying; and they 
b^ghc and sold also on my account, earm dirlviTn turning a pto£t 
of five on prime cost, which pleased me mightily. After this they 
left me alone and set their faces Egypt wards; whilst 1 abode at 
Damascus, where 1 had hired from a tewcller, for two dinars a 
month,a mansion* whose beauties would beggar the temgue. Here 
1 remained, eadng and drinking and spending w^t manies 1 had 
in band till, one ^y, as I was sitting at the door of my house bc' 
hold, there came up a young lady clad in costliest raiment—never 
saw my eyes richer. 1 winked* at her and she stepped inside with" 
out hesitation and stood within. 1 entered with her and shut the 
door upon myself and her; whereupon she raised her face"v^ and 
threw off her mantilla, when 1 found her like a pictured moon of 
rare and marvellous loveliness; and love of her gat hold of my 
heart. So I rose and brought a ctay of the most delicate eatables 
and fruits and tvhatso befitted the occasion, and we ate and 
played and after that we drank till the wine turned our heads, 
^len I lay with her the sweetest of nights and in the morning I 
offered her tea gold pieces; when her &ce lowered and her ays' 


lAnb. 'niiliib;' <knv«I hy tiam "He (Aliiraliiiti} mUkeil (Aaltia) 

the white nml iitjn cffw,'" But the name alt the Dccura in tlw CunafioftriS W Haihufl 
K KhjJbun, anii tlic ehtfiiici kMKw if u B«TDKt^ wtinca Tith 

^ Arab, "Ki'elLt" i tijosn; but Jil» applied to ■ Anc houK hurc aaJ dsewhcfv 

ifi, Tbfi Nlahn, 

"GhiilTit" = ligniny the eye <#hich« 1 a uot 

hthi ^ 




Tale op the Jeweh Doctor* 


^3 


brows wrinkled and shaking with wrath she cried, “Fie upon 
thee, O my aweet companion! dost thou tkem that I covet thy 
money?” Then she took out from the boaotn of her hfiteen 

dinars and, hy^ them befewe me, said, Alkh! xml m 
take them I wiJJ never oome back to tW*” So 1 accepted them 
and she said to me, “O my beloved! exp«:t me again in three days* 
time, when 1 will be with thee between sunset and supper^dej 
and do thou prepare for us with these dinars the entertain' 
menc as yesternight," So saying, she took leave of me and went 
away and all my senses went with her. On the third day she 
came again, clad in weft with gold wire, and wearing lai' 
ment and ornaments finer than before. I had prepared the place 
for her ere she arrived and the repast was ready; so we ate and 
drank and lay together, as w'e had done, till the morning, when 
she gave me other fifteen gold pieces and promised to come again 
after three days. Accordingly, 1 made ready for her and, at the 
appointed time, she ptesent^ herself jnme richly dressed than on 
the first and second occasions, and said to me, "Omy lord, am I 
not beautiful?" “Yea, by Allah thou art!" answered I, and she 
went on, “Wilt thou allow me to bring with me a young lady 
fairer than I, and younger in years, that ^ may play with us and 
thou and she may laugh and make merry and rejoice her heart, for 
she hath been very sad this long time past, and hath asked me to 
take her out and kr her spend toe night abicad with me?^* “Yea, 
by Allah T' 1 replied; and we drank t£l the wine turned our heads 
and^ slept till the morning, when she gave me other fifteen dinars, 
saying, “Add something to thy usual provism on account of tbe 
young lady who will come with me." Then she went away, and 
on the fourth day I made ready the bouse as usual, and soon after 
sunset behold, she came, acccmipanied by another damsel carefully 
wrapped in her mantilla. They entered and sat down; and when 
I M.W them I repeated these verses:— 

“How dear is our day and bow lucky our bt, * When the cynie*s away 
with hk tcmi^ maligni 

When love and deu^t and the swimming of bead * send ekvernesa trotting,— 
tbe best boon of wine. 


' Arab. "Kacnt*'* fram lo» L». "Canfdii,'' fint fbend b St. Jerqn*es—^"Sajeui 
militnncn Ijabcrc iicicEt^ Cdcttldu Our ^cmuc^ clicmivd£, «cc.^ 

WTrt unkTKiwn II} the Andctit* of Europe, 
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When the fuU mam tbe cbudy ve£, * Aivd tbe bnndhkt in 

her grwu th^X abine; 

When the red ro« mandes io irwhcft dxek, * And Narusau^ opeeh his 
Iove-«tck eyne: 

WlKnp1ea{UKurithdv:Mlti3ve is ao sweet, * When headship with those 

I iove is coopkter 

I refoiced to see them, and lifted the candles after recdving them 
with gladness and delight. They doffed thdr heavy outer dresses 
and the new damsel uncovered her fecc when I saw that she was 
like the moon at its full—never beheld 1 aught more beautiful. 
Then I rose and sec m©t and drink before them, and we are 
drank; and 1 kept giving mouthfuls to the new comer, crowning 
her cup and diuiking with her rill the first damsel, waiting in' 
wardly jealous, askea me, Allah, is she not more ddidous 
than I?”; whereto 1 answered, “Ay, by the Lord!” *Te is my 
wish chat thou lie with her tKia night; iot I am thy mistress but 
she is our visitor.” ‘'Upon my head be it, and my eyes.” Then 
she rose and spread the carpets for our bed* and 1 took the young 
lady and lay with her that night till morning, when I awote and 
found mys^ wet, as 1 thought, with sweat, 1 sat up and tried to 
arouse the damsel; but wl^ 1 shook her by the shoulders mv 
band became arimson with blood and her bead colled off the pit* 
low. Thereupon my senses Bed and I cried aloud, saying, *0 
All-powerful Protector, grant me Thy protamniir Then find* 
ing ^ no^ bad been severed, I sprung up and the world wajced 
black before my eves, and I looked for the lady, my fonner love, 
but could not ^d her. So I knew that it was ^ who had muT' 


^ Amb, The Arabc borronitit maditng;^ bye the Prwus muebp (wm GMb 

Bcncc tbc cjc of ui kd)n bsirdly hj the look ef the 

iiafiifcdil foe Aapbodd) -flowtr* ii it Etmei tbc rUm of n ipy vsd nt dmes the dibAWiy kok 
of i. nMiEzm- Some schaLan csplain it by the form of tbc flower, the iotettal calyx 
inzifaElt^ the iri^ md ihe atalh bdnR just below ibe peutU AUR|ttcini 
eydidj «id eyet Hence a poet addiicE^ rhe MardsHUb— 

O look awayl Befort themt eyet * I may nof Us her s m-httxsi whs 3ik 

Shall the knrer ^ Ma cytj in akep * AiVJhile thine watch iJI between 

earth inJ tkkx^ 

The ^ahumahle kmr In the Ejst miin a (ranne jealous If he deep nnt feel it- 

3 la Egypt tboT arc. neither bedatexda nor bcdnkiRU^ the wpeta end mattrtiKi, 
pilkm and euahaonv fabecca being unknown), ere sprcid Ait when wanted^ and dyring 
thr day air pot inxo cheafi or eapboanh^ or only rolled up la a oomer of the rooizi 
(Ptlgnmage t-j - 53 }* 
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deccd the damsel in her jeabusy^* and sai4 'There b no Majesty 
and there is no Might save in Allah, the Glorious, the Great ! 
What is to be done no^?'* I considered awhile then, doffing my 
clothes, dug a hole in the middle of t^ court-yard, wherein I 
laid the murdered ^1 with har jewellery and golden ornaments; 
and, throwing hack the earth on her, replaced the slabs of the 
marble* pavement. After this 1 made the Ghusl or total ablution,* 
and put on pure cbtbes; then, taking what money I had left, 
lockra up tM house and summoned courage and went to its 
owner to whom 1 paid a year's rent, saying, '*1 am about to join 
my uncles in Cairo," Presently J set out and, ioumeying to 
Egypt, foregathered with my uncles who rejoice in me, and I 
found that they had made an end of selling their merchandise. 
They asked me, "What is the cause of thy coming?"; and 1 
answered **I longed for a sight of you;" but did not let them know 
that I had any money with me, I abode with them a year, enjoy¬ 
ing the pleasures of Cairo and her Nile,^ and squandering the 
rest of my money in feasting and carousing till the time drew near 
for the (bparture of my uncles, when 1 ned horn them and hid 
myself, lliey made enquiries and sought for me. but hearing no 
tidings they said, "He will have gone tock to Damascus." Mien 
they departed I came forth from my hiding-place and abode in 
Cairo three years, until naught remained of my money. Now 
every year 1 used to send the rent of the Damascus house to its 
owner, until at last 1 had nothing left but enough to pay him for 
one year’s rent and my breast was straitened. So 1 travelled to 
Damascus and alighted at the house whose owner, the jeweller, 
was gbd to see me and I found everything locked up as 1 had left 
it. I opened the closets and took out my clothes and necessaries 
and came upon, beneath the carpet-bed whereon 1 bad lain that 
night with the girl who had been beheaded, a golden necklace set 


1 The wrmtn Damasoii fisive nlwrxyi Ikm famed fgir the iiinguJfljirj- JcaltmSjr Wrilll 
whkii European »ciot> JjocJci arut nsyrel* cmJJr the "Spamih Tht men were ai 

cielehrat£4 for mroktajtifE ind fsmiiddiiii, whkh we fijsc fwd of in the of BeetraJiiitui 
dc La and whkh cutmin^E]^ In iht nutuftcnc af 1S60. Yet rhe^f arc a 

E]Qtoficiuily timid »£« and mitkz, physkaJly 4nd Uic of wLdicn: vc 

prtiviej ihai imdei my kre (ncj>d Fftd. WiJpolc In the BaaEi^Buiuks the; oJd 

CdmcAn wat. The tnen k»kaf vtrf fijw fcUaw^ a^td alter d entmth iii camp fclJ io 
the o^ndirii^n of oJd wnmm 

^ "Rukhim^^' imjpetty = alabA^trr and “Mammr" = mirbTe; but tht two 

an t^ften oanfooniicd- 

* He Was OcrartcMiLiUy Impiue after touchifi^ i OQtpss. 

^The iikhiaae ia peti^^Ely appropruiTE^ Cmtq Nile*^ waoLl be oothin^ 
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witK ten gems of passing beauty. I took it up and, deansing it of 
lie blood, sat gadng upon it and wept awhde. "nien 1 ab^e in 
the house two days and on the third 1 entered the Hammam and 
diantred my dothVs, I bad no money by me now; bo Satan whis' 
percj temptation to me that the Decree of Destiny be carried out. 
Ne.Kt day I took the jewelled necklace to the baw and handed it 
to a broker who Tnad^ me sit down in the shop of the jeweller, my 
landlord, and hade me have patience dll the market was Rdl,’ 
when he carried off the ornament and proclaimed it for sale, 
privily and without my knowledge. The necklet was priced as 
worth two thousand dinars, but the broker returned to me and 
said, ‘This coMar is of copper, a mere counterfeit after the fhishion 
of the Franks* * and a thousand dirhams have been bidden for 
“Yes,'* I answaned, “1 knew- it to be copper, as we had it made for 
a certain person that we might mock her; now my wife hath in' 
herited it and we wish to sell it; so go and take over the thousand 

dirhams.”-And Shahrasad perceived the dawn of day and 

ceased to say her permitted ^ 7 . 


Ghjen tt tooiJ tfte iJisTjt, 

She said, it hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the beauti' 
hil youth said to the broker. ‘Take over the thousand dirhams;" 
and when the broker beard this, he knew' that the case was aus- 
pidous. So he carried the collar to the Syndic of the bazar, and 
the Syndic took it to the Governor who was also prefad of poUce, 
and said to him falsely enough, “This necklet was stolen from my 
house, and we have found the thief in traders' dress." So before 
I was aware of it the watch got round me and, making me their 
prisoner, carried me before the Governor who questioned me of 
oolLm. 1 told hiin the tale I had told to the broker; but he 
laughed and said, “These words are not true." Then, before I 
knew what was doing, the guard stripped off my clothes and 
came down with pahn'rods upon my ribs, till for the smart of the 
stick I oonfesaed, "It was 1 who stole it;" saying to myself, “ Tis 


* "Tht wm W’* W iJut flimiuiianii- Thti wwiIJ begin between 7 mid S i-id. 

*Arab. Al-Fniiiij, Eumprairu generjO^K It » JerTred fr™ Frnnoirniii,” tmd 

dat« Itwi CroMdina when tbc Franth the Icndtqg part. HcmdC the UrtgUb 

Frincv tbt Lcvaitiinc cf wiilch ^totiirc bnp titit such M vitiy «i»dirtea. 
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better for thee to say, J stole it, than to let them know tEiat its 
owner was murdered in thy house, for then would they slay thee 
to avenge her.” So they wrote down that 1 had stolen it and they 
cut off my hand and scalded the stump in oiI,‘ when I swooned 
away for pain; but they gave me wine to drink and I recovered 
and, taking up my hand, was going to my fine house, when my 
landlord said to toe, ‘'Inasmuch, O my son, as this hath befallen 
thee, diou must leave my house and look out for another lodging 
for thee, sirife thou art convicted of theft. Thou art a handsome 
youth, but who will pity thoe after this?’^ "'O my master” said I, 
“bear with me but two or three, till I find me another place.” 

He answered, ‘“So be it," and went away and left me. I returned 
to the house where I sat weeping and saying *^How shall I go 
Imf k to my own people with my hand loppedolFand they know 
not that I am innocent? Perchance even after tliis Allah may 
order some matter for me.” And I wept with exceeding weeping; 
grief beset me and 1 remained in sore trouble for two days; but on 
the third day my landlord came sudd^ly in to me, and with him 
some of the guard and the Syndic of the basar, who had wisely 
charged me with stealing the necklet, 1 went up to them and 
“What is the matter?” howet'cr, they pinioned me with¬ 
out hirther parley and threw a chain about my neck, saying, 
“The necklet which tvas with thee hath proved to be the prop¬ 
erty of the Warir of Damascus who is also her Viceroy;” and they 
added, "It was missing from his house three years ago at the 
gamp ftmp as his younger dauEhter,” When J heard these words, 
my heart sank within me and 1 said to myself, “Thy life is gone 
beyond a doubt! By Allah, needs must 1 tell the Chief my story; 
and, if he will, let him kill me, and if he pleiae, let him pardon 
me." 5o they carried me to the Warir's house and made me stand 
between his hands. When he saw me, he glanrad at me out of 
the corner of his eye and said to those present, “Why did ye lop 
off his hand? "^s man is unfortunate, and there is no fiiulc in 
him; indeed ye have wronged him in cutting off his hand. ^Vhcn 
1 heard this, 1 took heart and, my soul presaging good, I said to 
him* “By Allah, O my lord, I am no thief; but they calumniated 
me with a vile calumny, and they scour^ me midmost 
markgt, bidding me confess till, for the pain of the rods, I lied 
against myself and confessed the theft, albeit I am altogether 


*A fannjlar m ^ aam* 
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innocent of it." "Fear not," quotB the Viceroy, "no harm ahal) 
come to thee.” Then he ar(ler<w the Syndic of the baw to be im- 
prisoned and said to him, "Give this man the blood^money ^ his 
hand; and, if thou delay I will bang thee and seize all thy 
ptopeity.” MareovET he called to h£s guards who coot him and 
dia^d him away, leaving me with the Chief, Then they loosed 
by bis command the chain from my neck and unbound my arms; 
and he looked at me, and said, "O my son, be true with me, and 
tell me bow this netddace to thee." And he repeated these 
verses:— 


"Tnjth best befiti Elie£,iUxitTmtb* Shall bring thee ca bum on dbieatened 

fire.” 

"By Allah, O my lord," answered I, "t will tell n o th i ng but 
the truth." Then I related to him all that had passed between me 
and the first lady,and how she ha d brou^t me the second and had 
slain her out of jealousy, and 1 detailed for him the tale to its full. 
When he heard my story, he shoci his bead and struck his right 
hand upon the and putting his kerchief over his face wept 
awhile and then reputed:— 

“! ste d)$ woes cf die world ibouud, * And worldings side widi spleen and 
teen; 

There's One who the tneecing of two shall part, “ And who part not arc few 
and far between!” 

Then he turned to me and said, "Know, O my son, that the elder 
damsel who first came to thee was my daughter whom 1 v rsed to 
keep closely guarded. When she grew up, 1 sent her to Cairo 
and married her to her cousin, my brother's son. After a while be 
di^ and she came back: but she had leamt wantonness and un' 
gradousness from the people of Cairo;* so she visited thee four 

t Iq of dkftppaintmeni, ir^t^ v^irktri; a iedM PcniLiitfio Moclemi 

iMd ciMTcipvFKiias in io a cctuEd intent ^ith our ^ 

kandi Mid a> ftmh- ft b nor mcntEunccj in rkc Kmia wbcrc, h^wever^ wc Bud 
Angm' tusilt iMxt uf aaiiBsi m ihmh (diApt. itL>. 

»Thii ji dA IfiiJ3icribed fcmdoL T)ic Cohma, cfpcciifjjr ihe ramnint Imi/ (fe 
daftwhpe giTcn^j hive aJirayi been (uld eiEOBedln^r^ dd^iuclicd. Evtn Uie 
uwdcit Lane b '“jhockioiii" tioty of * *onuji cajo^inj her Icjver undcf the ncoe o^' 
hfif hustwTuj *nd eoEifimnff rlie Uicer in i m«dfiouK (chapi. luii.)- Wth dvilbnfion^ 
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times and at last brou^t her younger sister. Now they were 
eisters-genmn and mucn attached to each other; and, when chat 
adventure happened to the elder, she disclosed her secret to her 
sister who desired to go out with her. So she asked thy leave and 
carried her to thee; mer which she returned alone and, finding 
her weeping, I questioned her of her sister, but she said, “I know 
nothing of ner,' However, she presently told her mother privily 
cf what had happened and how she had cut off her sister's head 
and her mother told me. Then she ceased not to weep and say, 
‘By Allah f 1 shall cry for her till I die.’ Nor did she give over 
mourning riJl her he^ broke and she died; and things fell out 
after that fushion. See then, O my son, what hath come to pass; 
and now 1 desire thee not to thwart me in what I am about to 
offer thee, and it is that 1 purpose to tnarry thee to my youngest 
daughter; for she is a virgin and born of another mother;* and 1 
will take no dower ctf thee but, on the contrary, will appoint thee 
an allowance, and thou shaJt abide with me in my house in the 
stead of my son." “So be tt," ! answered, "and how could I 
hope for such good fertune?” Then he sent at once for the Kari 
and witnesses, and let write my marriage'contract with his 
daughter and I went in to her. Moreover, he got me from the 
Syndic of the bazar a Urge sum of money and 1 became in high 
fevour with him. During this year news came to me that my 
father was dead and the Warir despatched a courier, with letters 
baring the royal sign'manua!, to fetch me the money which my 
father had left behind him, and now I am living in all the solace 
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of life. Suds was the manner of the cutting oiF my right hand.” 
1 marvelled at his story (continued the Jew), and 1 atxxie with 
him three days after which he gave me much wealth, and I set out 
and travelled Eastward till I reached this your dry and the 
sojourn suited me r^ht well; so 1 took up my abode here and 
there befel me what rirou knowest with the Hunchback. There^ 
upon the King of China shook his head' and said, "This story of 
thine is not stranger and more wondrous and marvellous and 
delectable than the tale of the Hunchback; and so needs must 1 
hang the whole number of you, HowTcver there yet remains the 
Tai&r who is the head of all the offence;” and he added, 
Tailor, thou canst tell me any thing more wonderful than the 
story of the Hunchback, I will pardon you aU your offenws.” 
Thereupon the man came forward and began to tell the 
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Kkow, O King of the age, that most marvellous was that which 
befel me but yesterday, before J foregathered with the Hunch' 
back. It so chanced t^t in the early day I was at the marriage' 
feast of one of my companions, who had gotten together in his 
house some twenty of the handicraftsmen of this dty, amon^t 
them tailors and silk'Spinncrs and carpenters and oth^s of ^ 
same kidney. As soon as the sv:n had risen, they set food* before 
us that we mi^t eat when behold, the master of the house eU' 
tered, and with him a foreign youth and a well-favoured of the 
people of Baghdad, wearing clothes 3 S handsome as handsome 
could be; and he was of right oomdy presence save that he was 
tame of one leg. He came and salut^ us and W'e stood up to re- 
ceive him; but when he was about to sit down he espied amon^C 
us a certain man w^hich was a Barber; whereupon he refused tohe 
seated and would have gone away. But we stopped him and our 
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bost alfo stayed huHi making oath that he should not leave us and 
asked him, “^Tiat is the reason of thy coming in and going out 
a^n at once?”; whereto be answered, ““By Allah, O my lord, do 
not hinder me; for the cause of my turning back vs yon Barber of 
bad omen,* yon black o' foce, yon ne'er-do-well i" When the 
housc-master heard these words he marvelled with c^Ktmne 
marvel and said, ''How cometh this young man, who haileth from 
Baghdad, to be so troubled and perplexed about this Barber?" 
Then we looked at the stranger and sai^ “Explain the cause of 
thine anger against the Barber." "O fair company," quoth the 
youtK "there befel me a strange adventure with this Barbw in 
Baghdad (which is my native city); he was the cause of the 
breaking of my leg and of my lameness, and I have sworn never 
to sit in the same place with him, nor even tarry in any town 
where he happens to abide: and I have biddeiv adteu to Baghdad 
and travelled for ffom it and came to stay in this your city; yet I 
have hardly passed one night before 1 meet him again. But not 
another day shall go by ere I fare forth from here.” Said we to 
Kim, Allah upon thee, tell us the tale;" and the youth replied 
(the Barbmr cl^ging colour from brown to yellow as he spoke): 
—Know, O fair company, that my father was one of the chief 
merchants of IfeghJad, and Almighty Allah had blessed him with 
no son but mys^. I pew up and reached man's estate, 

my father was received into the mercy of Allah (whose Name be 
exalted 1) and left me money and eunuchs, servants and sbves; 
and 1 used to dress well and diet well. Now Allah had made me 
a hater of women-kind and one day, as 1 was walking along a 
street in Baghdad, a party of females met me face to face in the 
footway; so 1 Qed iiom them and, entering an alley which was no 
thoroughfare, sat down upon a stone-bench at its other end. I 
bad not sac there long before the latticed window of one of the 
houses opposite was thrown open, and there appeared at it a 
young lady, as she were the full moon at its fullest; never in my 
life saw 1 her like; and she began to water some flowers on the 
window-silM She turned right and left and, seeing me watching 
her, shut the window and went away. Thereupon fire was sud' 
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denly enkindkd in my b£art; my mind possessed with her 
and my woman^hate turned to woman4ove. I continued sitting 
there, lost to the world, dll sunset wlien lo! the Kad of the city 
ramfi riding by with his slaves belore him and his eunuchs behind 
him, and demounting entered the house m which the damsel had 
appeared. By this I ^ew that he was her fatha* *; so 1 went home 
sorrowful and cast myself upcm my carpet faed in grief. Then 
my handmaids Socked in and sat about me, unknowing what 
ailed me; but 1 addre^d no speech to them, and they wept and 
waited over me. Presently in came an old woman who looked at 
me and saw with a glance what was the matter with me; so she 
eat down by my head and spoke me feir, saying, “O my son, tell 
me all about it and I will be the means of thy union with her/’’ 
So 1 related to her what had happened and she answered, ‘'^O my 
son, this one is the daughter of the Kad of Baghdad w'ho keepetn 
her in the closest seclusion; and the window where thou sawest 
her is her tioor, whilst her ^cher occupies the targe saloon in the 
lower story. She is often there alone and i am wont to visit at the 
house; so thou shall not win to her save through me. Now set 
thy wits to w^ork and be of gocxl cheer." With these words she 
went away and I took heart at what she said and my people re^ 
joiced that day, seeing me rise in the doming safe and sound. By 
and by the old woman cetunied looking chopfalten,* and said, ‘‘‘'O 
my son, do not ask me how I fared with her! When. I told her 
that, she cried at me, ‘if thou hold not thy peace, O hag of ill' 
omen, and leave not such talk, 1 will entreat thee as thou deserv' 
est and do thee die by the foulest of deaths.' But needs must 1 
have at her a second time."^ When 1 heard this it added ailment 
to my ailment and the neighbours visited me and judged that 1 
was not long for this worla; but alter some days, r^ old woman 
came to me and, putting her mouth close to my ear, w^spered, 
“O my son; 1 claim from thee the gift of good news." With this 
my soul returned to me and 1 said, "Whatever thou wilt shall be 
thine." Thereupon she began, ‘"Yesterday I went to the young 
lady who, seeing me brokm in spirit and shedding tears from 
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rcddCTcd eyes, asked me, *0 naanty* mine, what ails tb^ that 
I see thy breast so straitened?’i and I answered her, weeping bit¬ 
terly, ‘Omy bdy, I am just come from the house of a youth who 
loves thee and who is about to die for sake of thee T Quoth she 
(and her heart was sofrened), ‘And who is this youth of whom 
thou speafcest?’; and quoth I, ‘He is to me as a son and the fruit 
of my vitals, fie saw th^ some days agp, at the window water¬ 
ing thy fiowers and espying thy face and wrists be frU in love at 
first sight. 1 let him Imow what happened to me the last time 1 
was with thee, whereupon bis ailment increased, he took to the 
pillow and fie is naught now but a dead man, and no doubt what¬ 
ever of it.” At this she turned pale and asked, 'All this for my 
sake?'; and 1 answered, 'Ay, by Allah f® what wouldst thou have 
me do?’ Said she, 'Go back to him and greet him for me and tell 
him that I am twice more heartsick than be is. And on Friday, 
before the hour of public prayer, bid him here to the house, and I 
will come down and open the door for him. Then I will carry 
him up to my chamber and foregather with him for a while, and^ 
let him depart before my father return from the Mosaue,'" 
When I heard the old woman’s words, all my sickness suddenly 
fdl from me, my anguish ceased and my heart was comforted; 1 
took off wl»t clothes were on me and fflve them to her and, as 
she turned to go, she said, “Keep a gooa heart!"' “1 have not a jot 
of sorrow lefr," I replied My household and intimates rejoiced 
in my recovery and I abode dius till Friday, when behold, the 
old woman in and asked me how 1 did, to udiich I answered 

that 1 was well and in good case. Then 1 donned my clothes and 
perfumed myself and sat down to await the congreotion going 
in CO prayers, that I might betake myself to her. But the old 
woman said to me, “Thou hast time and to spare r so thou wouldst 
do well CO go to the Hammam and have thy hair shaven off (es¬ 
pecially afr^ thy ailment), so as not to show traces of sickness.” 
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“This were the best way/* * answered I, “I have just now bathed 
in hot water, but I will l^ve my head shaved." Then I said to 
my page, “Go to the basar and bring me a barber, a discreet fellow 
and one not inclined to meddling or imperrinent curiosity or 
likely to split my head with excessive talk."' The boy went 
out at once and brought back with him this wretched old man, 
this Shayldi of ill^omen. When he came in be saluted me and I 
returns! his Mutation; then quoth he, “CX a truth I see thee 
thin of body;*’ and quoth I, “I have been ailing." He conemued, 
“ Allah drive fur away from thee thy woe and thy sorrow and thy 
trouble and thy distress.” “ A Hah grant thy prayer f* said I. He 
pursued, “AH gladness to thee, O my master, for indeed recovery 
is come to thee. Dost thou wish to be polled or to be blooded? 
Indeed it was a tradition of Ibn Abbas" (Allah accept of himO 
that the Apostle said, ‘Whoso cutteth Ms hair on a Friday, the 
Lord shall avert from him threescore and ten calamities;'and again 
IS related of him also rhac he said, ‘Cupping on a Friday keepeth 
from loss of sight and a host of diseases,’ ” "Leave this talk,” 1 
cried; “come, 3iave me my head at once for I can’t stand it,” So 
be rose and put forth his hand in most Idsuiely way and took out 
a kerch^ and unfolded it, and lo! it contained an astrolabe? with 
seven parallel plates mounted in silver. TTien he went to the 
middle of the court and raised head and instrument towards the 
sun’s rays and looked for a long while. When this was over, he 
ramg back and said to me, “Know that there have elapsed of this 
our day, which be Friday, and this Friday be the tenth of the 
month ^fiur in the six hundred and fifty^third year since the 
Hegira or Flight of the Apostle (on whom be the bestest of 
blessinp and peace!) and the seven thousand three hundred 
and twentieth year of the era of Alexander, eight degrees and six 
minutes. Furthermore the ascendant of this our day is, according 
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to the exactest science of computation, the planet Mats; and it so 
happeneth that Mercury ss in conjunction with him, denoting 
an auapkious moment for hjir-cuEtmg; and this also maketh 
manifest to me that thou desirost union with a certam person and 
that your intercourse will tmt he propitious. But after this there 
occurtetb a sim respecting a matter which will bdal thoe and 
whereof 1 will not spedt." **0 thou,” cried I, “by Allah, thou 
weariest me and scatterest my wits and thy forecast is other than 
good; I sent for thtse to poll my head and naught else: so up and 
atave me and prolong not thy speccL“ “By Allah," replied he, 
“if thou but knew what is al^ut to be&l thee, thou wouldst do 
nothing this day, and 1 counsel thee to act as 1 tell thee by com- 
putation of the constellations," “By Allah,” said 1 , did I 

see a barber who excelled in judicial astrology save thyself: but I 
thinlc and 1 know that thou art most prodigal of frivolous talk. 1 
sent for thee only to shave my bead, but thou oomsst and pester^ 
est me with this sorry prattle." "What more wouldst thou have?" 
replied he. “Alkh hath bounteously bestowed on thee a Barber 
wno is an astrologer, one kamed in alchemy and white magic;' 
syntax, grammar, and lexicology; the arts cf logic, rhetoric and 
elocution; mathematics, arithmetic and algebra; astronomy, as-" 
tromancy and geometry; theology, the Traditions of the Apostle 
and the Gammentaries on the Koran. Furthermore, 1 have read 
books galore and digested them and liave had experience of affairs 
and comprehended them. In short I have learned the theorick 
and the practick of all the arts and sciences ; 1 know everythin^ of 
them by rote and I am a past aiaster in roni re rcihili. Thy father 
loved me for my lack of ofSciousness, arEah to serve thee is a re* 
ligious duty incumknc on me. 1 am no busy-body as thou seem- 
eat to suppose, and on this account 1 am known as The Silent 
Man, also, The Modest Man. ^A^herefore it behoveth thee to 
render thanks to Allah Almighty and not cross me, for 1 am a 
true counsellor to thee and benevolently minded towards tb^. 
Would that I were in thy service a whole year that thou mi^test 
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do me justjoe; and 1 would aak diee no wage for all this.” When 
1 beard his flow of words, 1 said to him, ‘"Doubtlesa thou be 

my death this day!”-And Shahra^d peioeived the dawn of 

day and ceased sayir^ her permitted say. 


IJIfjfn ft teas tfte tT&irttttb ^i^t. 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the young 
mim said to the Barber, “Thou certainly will be the death of me 
very day!” “O master mine,” replied he, “lam he, The 
Silent K^n hight, by reason of the fewness of my words, to 
distin^sh me from my so; brothers. For the eldest is called 
Al'Bakbuk, the prattler; the second Alddaddar, the babbler; the 
third Al'Faklk, the (^bhler; the fourth, his name is Al-Kus 
al-aswini, the iong-rie^ked Guggiet, from his eternal chattering; 
the fifth is Al-Nashsh^, the tattler and tak'teller; the airm 
Shak^l^, or many'damours; and the seventh is famous as 
Al'Samit, Silent hlan, and this is my noble self!” Whilst he 

redoubled his talk, 1 thought my galbbladder would have burst; 
so I said to the servant, “Give htm a quarter'dinar and dismiss 
him and let him go from me in the name of God who made him. 
1 won't have my head shaved tO'day." “What words be these. O 
my lord?" cried he. “By Allah! 1 will accept no hire of thee till 
1 have served thee and have ministered to thy wants; and I 
care not if I never take money of thee. If thou know not my 
qu^ty, I know' thine; and I owe thy father, honest man, on 
whom Alliih Almighty hive: mcfcy! many ^ kindn^ss^ for he was 
a kbeial soul a generous. By Allah, he sent for trie one day, 
as it were thk blessed day, and 1 went in to him and found a 
party of his intimates about him. C^oth he to me, ‘Let me 
blood; so I pulled out my astrolabe and, taking the sun's alci' 
tude for him, 1 asoertained that the ascendant was inauspiaous 
and the hour unfovourable for blooding. I told him of this, 
3Jid he did according to my bidding amd awaited a better oppor^ 
tumty* So 1 made these lines in honour of him!— 

I iwcnt to my patnao ftsne blood to bt him. * Bui found that the mnmjmt 
br freim good: 

So 1 iatand I of all * And widi jesti and jdpee hi* good 

will r wooed : 

They ple33ed bim and erkd be. X) man of wit * Thou hast prOTcd ih^ pef- 
tcct in mory moodT 
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Qjoth I, thou Lcctl of nsen. saw thou * had me irt and wisdom Fin Jbo 

In the^ther grace, boon, bo^ty. iuavityi * And I guerdon the worid with 
bre, science and gravity/ 

Tty &ttcr wss siid crifid out to tH£ scrvmti Give huxi 

an hundred and three gold pieces wdth a robe of honour 1' The 
man obeyed hie orders,, and I awaited an auspidous 
when I blooded him; and he did nor baulk me: nay he chanted cm 
and 1 was also thanked and praised by all preset, when Cm 
blnod'letting was over 1 had no po'wer to keep silence and asked 
him, ‘By AIM, O my lord, what made thee say to the serene. 
Give him an hundred and dtree dinars?'; and he answerM One 
was for the ascrotogica! observation, another for thy pleas^ 
ant conversation, the third for the phlebotomisation, and the re- 
m^imncT hundred and the dress were for thy verses in my com; 

roendatiom.May Allah show amaU mercy to my father, 

exclaimed I, “for knoTS-ing the tike of thee/' He laugh^ and 
eiaculated, "There is no god but the God and Mohammed is the 
Apostle of God! Glory to Him that changeth and ts chan^ not. 

1 took thee for a man of sense, but 1 see thou babbitt and ftetest 
for ilbess. Allah hath said in the Blessed Boofc,^ ‘Paradise is pr^ 
for the goodly who bridle thdr anger and forgive men, and 
^forth; and in any case thou art excused. Yet 1 c^ot conceive 
the cause of thy huny and flurry; and thou must know tmt thy 
fiither and thy grandfather did nothing wither consulting me. 
and indeed it hath been said truly enough, 'Ut the advis^ tx 
priied’; and. There is no vice m advice’; and it m also m 
amtain saws, ‘Whoso hath no counsdlor elder than he, will never 
himself an elder be*-/ and the poet says:— 

WbatevCT naedful thing thou uiwicnate, * Cwuult th’ ciiwriencsd and ood' 
tnire him twti 

And indeed thou shalt never 6nd a man better versed in a5airs 
than I, and I am here standing on my feet to s^^e Jee. lam 
not vexed with thoe: why shouldest thou be vexra with me. _ 
whatever happen I vnW bear patiimtly wth thre in of 

much kindness thy father shewed me. By Allah, cnid 1, O 
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thou with ton^e I^g as the tail of a jaebss, thou persietest in 
I^cenng me ^th thy prate and thou bicomest more kmgsrane in 
thy long speeches, when aJJ J want of thee is to shave my head 
and wend thy way!" Then Ije lathered my head saying, "I per' 
rave ^ou art vexed with me, but 1 will not take it 01 oTdieeS 
thy wnt is weak and thou art but a laddy: it was only yesterdav I 
used to take thee on my shoulder^ and carry thee to school.” "O 
my brother, said 1, for Allah s sake do what 1 want and go thy 
gait. And I rent my ^nnents.* When he aw me do t ms he 
twit the ra^r and fell to sharpening it and gave not over strop' 
pmg It until my senses were well^gh leaving me. Then he came 
up to me and shaved part of my head; then he held his hand and 

ia Satan’s gait w^lst patience is 
ot Allah the Compassionate. But thou, O my master, i ken thou 
not my rank; for verily this hand alighteth upon the 
heads or Kmgs and Emirs and Waiirs, and sages and doctors 
[Earned in tbci mw^ and the post said cf one l i k f: me;—- 

AJi crafts are ncctlacea strung on a itring. • But this Baihcr 3 the union 
pc:srl tai tht rand; 

^ lanlnnh. ^ntl why? * Thu heads of the Kings arc 
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Then said I, *^Da leave off talking about what concemeth thee 
not: indeed thou hast straitened my breast and distracted my 
mind/’ Quoth he, "'Meseems thou art a hasty manand quoth 
1 , ’’Tea! y^! yes!" and he, “1 cede thee practise restraint erf self, 
for haste i$ Satan’s pelf which hequeatheth only repentanoe and 
ban and bane, and He (upon whom be blessings and^ccl) bath 
said. The best of works is that wherein deliberation lurks;' but h 
by Allah t have some doubt about thine affair; and so 1 should 
like thee to let me know what it is thou art in such haste to Jo; 
for 1 fear me it is other than good," Then he contmued, “It want- 
eth three hours yet to prayer-time; but 1 do noft wish to be in 
doubt upon this matter; nay, I must know the moment exactly, 
for truly, ‘‘A guess shot in times of doubt, oft brings harm about;’ 
especially in the like of me, a superior person whose merits are 
famous amongst mankind at brge; and it doth not befit me to 
talk at random, as do the common sort of astrologers." So saying, 
he threw down the razor and taking up the astrolabe, went forth 
under the sun and stood there a long time; after which he re- 
turned and counting on his fingers said to me, “There remain stiSl 
to prayer-rime three full hours and complete, neither more nor 
yet less, according to the most learned astronomicals and the 
wisest makers of almanacks/’ “Allah upon thee," cried I, “hold 
thy tongue with me, for thou breakest my liver in pieces/’ So he 
took the razor and, after sharpening it as before and shaving other 
two hairs of my head, he again held his hand and said, “lam eori' 
cemed about thy hastiness and indeed thou wouldst do well to 
let me into the cause of it; ’t were the better foe thee, as thou 
knowest that neither thy fether nor thy grandfather ever did a 
single thing save by my advice." When I saw t^t there was no 
escape from him I said to myself, “The time for prayer draws 
near and 1 wish to go to her before the folk come out of the 
mosque. If I am delayed much longer, I know not how to come 
at her." Then said 1 aloud, “Be quick and stint this talk and im¬ 
pertinence, for 1 have to go to a party at the house of some of my 
intimates." When he heard me speak of the party, he said, “This 
thy day is a blessed day for me I In very sooth it was but yester¬ 
day I invited a company of my friends and I have forgotten to 
provide anything for them to eat. This wry moment I was 
thinking of it: how I shall be disgraced in their eyes!" “Be 

not distressed about this matter," answered i; “have 1 not told 
thee that 1 am bidden to an entertainment this day? So every- 
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thing in my house, eatable and ddnkahle, shall be thine, if thou 
wilt cttily get through thy work and make haste to shave my 
head.*’ He replied, "Allah requite thee with good! Specify to 
me what is in thy house for my guests that I may be ware of it." 
Quoth I, *Tive dishes of meat and ten chickens with reddened 
Iweasts’ and a roasted Iamb." "Sec them befeme me," quoth Ik, 
"that I may see them/’’ So I told my people to buy, Ixirtow or 
areal them and bring them in anywise, and had all t^ set before 
bun. When he saw it he cried, "The wine is wanting," and 1 re- 
plied, "1 have a flagon or two of good old grapeduicein the house," 
and he said, “Have it brought out!” So I sent for it and he ex* 
chimed, "Allah bless thee a generous disposition I l^t there 
are still the essences and perfumes," So ! bade them sec befme 
him a box containing Nadd,* the best of compound perfumes, 
together with fine lign-aloes, ambergris and musk unmixed, the 
whole wortb fifi^ dinars. Now the time w-axed strait and my 
heart stmitened with it: so 1 said to him, "Take it all and finish 
shaving my head by the life of Mohammed (whom Allah bless 
and keep!)," "By Allah," said he, "I will not take it rill I sec all 
that is in it." So I bade the page open the box and the Barber 
laid down the astrolabe, leaving the greater part of my head un^ 
polled; and, sitting on the ^tjund, turned over the scents and 
incense and aloes-wood and essences till I was well-nigh dis- 
traught. Then he took the raaor and coming up to me shaved off 
some few hairs and repeated these lines:— 

‘■The boF like hi* ftithcr shall surdy show. * As the tree frem itspaientroot 

Then said he, “By Allah, Omy son, I know not whether to i-h^nk 
thee or thy fether ; for my entertainment this day is all due to thy 
bounty and beneficence; and, althoi^ none of my company be 
worthy of i^ yet 1 have a set of honourable men, to wit Zantut 
the bath-keeper and Sali’a the oom-chandlcr; and Sliat the bean- 
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seJler; and Akrashah the gr e en fro cef; and Humayd the scavenger; 
and &‘{d the camel-man; and Suwayd the porter; and Abu 
Makiriah the bathman;* * and Kasim the watcnman; and Karim 
the groom. There is not among the whole them a bore or a 
bully in his cups; nor a meddler nor a miser of his money, and 
each and every hath some dance which he danceth and some c£ 
his own couplets which he caroleth; and the fxst of them is that, 
like thy servant, thy sbve here, they know not w^t much talk¬ 
ing is nor what forwardness means. The bath-keeper sings to the 
tom-tom* a song which enchants; and he stands up and dances and 
chants, 

'I am going, O miinciy, m till up my poc* 

As for the CTm-chandler he brings more skill to it than any; He 
dances and sings, 

‘O Kficoer,^ O sweeiheart. thou fallest not short’ 

and he leaves no one's vitals sound for laughing at him. But the 
scavenger sings so that the birds stop to listen to hitn and dances 
and sings, 

'Newi my wife woU is not locked in a bos !** 

And he hath privilege, for 'tis a shrewd rogue and a witty;* and 
speaking of his exceilence I am wont to say, 
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My life fat th« jOVEngert rtgbt well 1 bve hinu * Like a waving bough he » 
Eiweec m my 

Fate (oined us oiw ni^t, whoa to him qviotli I * (The wtiik 1 grew weak and 
kn'c filled more tni^c) 

*Thy love tKinu my heux!' 'And no wonder,* quoth he * 'When the dnwer 
dung turns d stoker wigbt.'^ 

And indeed each is perfect in whatso can charm the wit with joy 
and jolL'ty;” adding presently, **But hearing is not eeeu^; and 
indeed if thou make up thy mind to join us and put of going to 
thy friends, *cwill be better tor us and for thee. The traces of ill^ 
ness are yet upon thee and haply thou art going among folk who 
be mighty talkers, men who oommune together of what concern' 
eth them nor; or there may be amonsst th^ some forward fellow 
who will split thy head, and thou half thy size from aidmess.” 
‘*This shall he for some other day,” answered I, and laughed with 
heart angered: ’^"finish thy work and go, in Allah Almighty's 
guard, to thy friends, for they will be expecting thy coming.” 
' O my iM'd,” replied he, “"I seek only to introduce thee to these 
fellows of inhnice mirth, the sons of men of worth, amongst whom 
there is neither procacity nor dicacity nor loquadty; tor never, 
since 1 grew to years of discretion, coidd I endure to consort with 
one wim asketh questions concerning what concemeth him not, 
nor have 1 ever frequented any save those who arc, like myself, 
men of few words. In sooth if thou wem to comt^y with th^ 
or even to see th^ once, thou wouldst forsake alTtby intimates," 
“Allah fulfil thy joyance with them,” said h “needs must I f/y ne 
amongst them some day or other,” But he said, “Would it were 
this very day. for 1 had set my heart upon thy making one of us; 
yet if thou must go to thy friends to'oay, 1 v^l take tksc good 
things, wherewith thou hast honoured and favoured me, to my 
guests and leave them to eat and drink and not wait for me; 
whilst 1 will return to thee in haste and accompany thee to thy 
little party; for there is no ceremony between me and my inti' 
mates to prevent my leaving them. F^ear not, 1 will soon be ba ck 
with thee and wend with thee whithersoever thou wendest. 
There is no Majesty and there is no Might save in Allah, the 
Glorious, the Great 1” I shouted, "Go thou to thy friends and 
make merry with them; and do let me go to mine and be with 

’ ''Z;;tbE)ir' u ibc ||t. 4 ci^vciAlly for the iae of tl^ flArninafn 
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them this day, for they expect me." But the Barber cried, “1 will 
not let thee go alonei" aoo I replied, “The truth is none can enter 
where I am going save myself." He rej'Qined, “I suspect that tO' 
day thou art ibr an assignation with some wnoman. else thou hadst 
me with dice; yet am 1 the right fn-in to take, one who 
could aid thee to the end thou wishest. But 1 fear me thou art 
running after strange women and thou wilt lose thy life; for in 
this our city oi’ Baghdad one cannot do any thing in this Iine» 
especially on a day uke Friday: our Governor is an angry man and 
a mighty sharp blade.” “Shame on thee, thou wiclKa, bad. old 
manP cned h “Be off! what words are these thou giv'est me?” 
“O cold of wit,"' cried he, “thou sayest to me what is not true 
and thou hidest thy mind from me, but I know the urhde buai' 
ness for certain and I seek only to help thee this day with my 
best endeavour." 1 was fearful lest my people or my neighbours 
should hear the Barber's tallt, so I kept silence for a long time 
w^t he hnished shaving my head; by which time the hour of 
prayer was come and the Khutbah, or sermon, was about to 
follow. When be liad done, I said to hirar “Go to thy friends 
with their meat and drink, and I will await thy return. Then we 
will fare together." In this way 1 hoped to pour oil on troubleJ 
tvaters and to trick the accursed loon, so haply 1 might get t^t of 
him; but he said, “Tliou art ootening me and thou wouldst go 
alone to thy appoincment and cast thyself into jeopardy, whence 
there will be no escape for thee. Now by .'\liah! and ag^in by 
Allah ! do not go till I return, that I may accompany thee and 
watch the issue of thine ailair." “So be it," 1 replieJ, "do not lae 
long absent." Then he took all the meat and drink 1 had given 
him and the test of it and went out of my house; but the aocureed 
carle gave it in charge of a porter to cany to his home but hid 
himself in one of the alleys. As for me I rose on the instant, for 
the Muezzins had already called the Soi^ of Friday, the saluta.' 
tion to the Apostle;* * and I dressed in haste and went out alo ne 
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and, hufryiDg to the street, took my stand by the house wherein 
I bad seen the yaung lady. I found the old woman on guard at 
the door await^ me, and went up with her to the upper story, 
the damsel’s apartment. Hardly h^ 1 reached it when behold’ 
the master of the house return^ from prayers and entering the 
great mloon , clo^d the door. I looked down from the window 
and saw this Barber (Allah's curse upon himO sitting over 
ag^t the door and said, “How did this devil find me out?" At 
this very moment, as AlJab had decreed it for rending my veil of 
secrecy, it so happened that a handmaid of the house^master com' 
nutted some offence for which he beat her. She shrieked out and 
his slave ran in to intercede ftx her, whereupon the Kaci beat him 
to boot, and he also roared out. The damned Barber fancied that 
it 1 who Was being beaten^ so he also fell to shouting and 
tore his garments and scattered dust on his bead and kept on 
shrieking and crying Help! Help!" So the people came round 
about him and he went on yelling, “My master is being murdered 
in the Kam s house P Then he ran clamcruring to my place with 
the folk after him, and told my people and servants and slaves; 
and, before J knew what was doing, up they came taring their 
clothes and letting loose their hair* and shouting, "Alas, our 
nmtm-r': and this Barber leading the rout with his clothes rent 
and in s^'est pHght; and he also shouting like a imdman and 
saying, “Alas for our murdered master!" And they all made an 
assault upon the house in which I waj&. The Kai, hearing the 
yells and the uproar at his door, said to one of his aotvants, “See 
whatjs the matter"; and the man went forth and returned and 
said, O my Ulster, at the gate there are more thm ten thousand 
souls what with men and women, and all crying out, ‘Alas for 
our murdered master!'; and they keep pointing to our house." 
When the Kasi heard this, the matter seemed serious and he 
waxed wroth; so he rose and opening the door saw a great crowd 
of people; whereat he was astounded and said, "O folk! what is 
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there to do?” ”0 accused! O dog? O hogf' my servants rc^ 
plied; ” Tis thou who hast killed CRir Dnaster!” Qtiotii hc ,“0 got^ 
folkt and what bath yoajr master dcrae to me that I shoulo kill 

him?"-^And Shahi^d perceived the dawn of day and ce as ed 

saying her permitted say. 


it Uia^ the ICliirtp'CitSt i^ishh 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Kad 
said to the servants, “What hath your roaster done to me that 1 
should kill him? This is my house and it is open to you ah.'*’ 
Then quoth the Barber, "Thou didst beat him and I h^d him 
cry out;" and quoth the Kati, “But what was he doii^ that 1 
should beat him, and what brought him in to my house; and 
whence came he and whither went he?' not a wicked, per¬ 
verse old manr* cried the Barber, “for i know the whole sto^; 
and the long and short of it is that thy daughter is in love with 
hjm and he loves her; and when thou k^wesc that he had entered 
the house, thou bad^t thy servants beat him and they did so: by 
Allah, none shall judge between us and thee but the Caliph; or 
else i) thou bring out our master that his folk may take him, 
before they go in and save him peetbree from thy house, and thou 
be put to shame.” Then said the Kan (and his tongue was bridled 
and his mouth was stopped by confusion before the people), "An 
thou say sooth, do thou come in and fetch him out." Whereupon 
the Barber pushed forward and entered the house. When 1 saw 
this 1 looked about for a means of escape and ilight, but saw no 
hiding-place except a great chest in the upper chamber where I 
was. So 1 got into it and pulled the lid down upon myself and 
held ray breath. The Barber was hardly in the room before he 
began to look about for me, then turned him right and left and 
came straight to the place where I was, and step^ up to the 
chest and, lifting it on his head, made off as fast as he could. At 
thhi, my reason forsook roe, for I knew that he would not let 
be; so I look courage and opening the chest threw mys^ to the 

f ound. My leg was broken in the foil, and the door being opm 
saw a ^eat concourse of people looking in. N ow I earned in 
my sleeve much gold and isome which I ha.d provided ibr 
an ii day like this and the like of such occasion; so 1 kept scatter¬ 
ing it amongst the lolk to divert cheit' attention from cue and. 
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whilst they were busy sni^ambling for it. I set off, hopping as fast 
as I could, through the by-streets of Baghdad, shifting and uim- 
ing right and left. But whithersoever I went tlus damned Bar^r 
would go in after me, crying aloud, "They would have bereft me 
of my maa-a-ster! They would have slain him who was a benc' 
factor to me and my fejiiily and my fnaids! Praised be Allah who 
made me prevail against them and ddiveied my lord from their 
hands!” Then to me, "‘Whiere vrilt thou go now? Thou wouldst 
persist in following thine own evil devices, till thou broughtest 
thyself to this ill pass; and, had nor Allah vouchsafed me to thee, 
ne’er hadsc thou escaped this strait into which thou hast fallen, 
for they would have cast thee into a <alamity whence thou never 
couldest have vjon free. But I will not csill thee to account for 
thine i^mrance, as thou art so little ctf wit and inconsequential 
and addicted to hastiness!” Said I to him, “Doth not what thou 
hast brought upon me suffice thee, but thou must run after me 
and talk me such talk in the batar-streetsr' And I well-nigh gave 
up the ghost for eKcess of rage against him. Then I took refuge in 
the shop of a weaver amiddlemost of the market and sought pro¬ 
tection of the owner who drove the Barber away; and, sitting in 
the back-room,^ I said to myself, “11' I return home I shall never be 
able to get rid of this curse of a Barber, who will Ite with me night 
^d day; and 1 cannot endure the sight of him even for a hreath- 
ing-^pace," So 1 sent out at once for witnesses and made a wilt, 
dividing the greater part of my propeny among my people, and 
appointed a guardian over them, to whom 1 committed the charge 
of great and small, directing Iiim to sell my houses and domains. 
Then I set out on my travels that I might be free eff this pimp;* * 
and I came to settle in j-our town where 1 hive lived some time. 
When you invited me and I came hither, the first thing J saw was 
this accursed pander seated in the place of honour. " How- then 
can my heart he glad and my stay be pleasant in company with 
this fellow who brought id] this upon me, and who was cause 
of the breaking of my leg and ot' my cjule frmn home and native 
bnd? And the youth refused to sit down and went away, 
When we heard hia story (continued tl:te Tailor) we were amazed 
beyond measure and amused and said to the &rber, “By Allah, 
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is it true what this young sian saith of ihar?” “By Allah,” replied 
be, *‘'1 dealt thus by him of my courtesy and sound sense and 
generosity. Had it not been for me he bad perished and none but 
I was the cause of his escape. Well it was for him that he sufered 
in his leg and not in his life! Had I been a man of many words, a 
meddler, a busy'body, I had not acted thus kindly by him; but 
now I tell you a tale which betel me, that you may be well 
assured I am a man sparing of speech in whom is no forwardness 
and a very different person lirom those six Brothers of mine; and 
this it is/' 


The Btirber'r Tale of Himself. 

I WAS living in Baghdad during the times of AJ-Mustansir bfllah,^ 
son of Al'Mustasi bi*llah the then Caliph, a prince who bved the 
poor and needy and companied with the learned and pious. One 
day it happened to him that he was wroth with ten pensions, high¬ 
waymen who robbed mi die Caliph's highway, and he ordered the 
Prrfect of Baghdad Do brmg them into the presence on the anni¬ 
versary of the Great Festival.* So the Prefect mllied out and, 
making them his prisoners, embarked with them in a beat. 1 
caught sight of th^ as they were embarking and said to myself, 
“These are surely assembled for a marrjage'icast; methinks they 
are spending their day in that boat eating and drinking, and none 
shall be companion of their cups but I myself.’' So I rose, O fair 
assembly; and, of the excess of my courtesy and the gravity of my 
undeista^inv, I embarked with them and entered into conver¬ 
sation with mem. They rowed across to the opposite bank, 
where they landed and there came up the watch and guardians of 
the peace with ch ains, which they put round the roDDers’ necks. 
They chained me among the rest of them; and, O people, is it not 
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i pwof of my courtesy and spareness of speech, that I held my 
peace and did not please to speak? Then they took us away in 
Dilbosand next morning carried us all before Al'Mustansir biUlah, 
Ounniandffr of the Faithi^, who bade smite the necks of the ten 
robbers. So the Sworder came forward after they were seated on 
the leather of blood;' then drawing his blade, struck off one head 
afi^ another uni^ he had smitten the neck of the tenth; and I 
alone remained. The Caliph looked at me and asked the Heads' 
man, saying, “What ails thee that thou bast struck off only nine 
heads?*’; and he answered, “Allah forbid that I should behead 
only nine, when thou biddest tae behead tenP* C^oth the Caliph, 
“Me&eems thou hast smitten the necks of only nine, and this man 
before thee is the tenth.” “By thy beneficence!” replied the 
Headsman, “1 have beheaded ten.” “Count them!” C|i^ the 
Caliph and whenas they counted heads, lo! there were ten. The 
Caliph looked at me and said, made thee keep silence at a 

time like this and how earnest thou to company with these men 
of blood? Tell me the cause of all this, for albeit thou art a very 
old man, assuredly thy wits are weak.” Now when I heard these 
words fnsn the C^lmh 1 sprang to my feet and replied, “Know, O 
F^ce of the Faitbfm, that I am the Silent Shaykh and am thus 
called to distinguish me from my six brothers. I am a man of im' 
mense learning whilst, as for the gravity of my understanding, the 
wilitffiss of my wits and the spareness of my speech, there is no 
end of them; and my calling is that of a barber. I went ouc 
early on yesterday morning and saw these men making for a skiff; 
and, fancyi ng they were b^nd for a marriage'feast, I joined them 
and mixed with them. After a while up came the watch and 
guardians of the peace, who put rhaina roimd their necks and 
round mine with the rest; but, in the excess of my oxirtesy, 1 
held my peace and spake noc a word; nor was this other but 
generosity on my part. TTiey brought us into thy presence, and 
tlKMj gavest an orwr to smite the racks iff the ten; yet did 1 not 
mak e myseif known to thee and remained silent before the 
Sworder, purely of my great generosity and courtesy which led 
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me 80 share with them in their death, But all my life long have I 
dealt thus nobly with mankind, and they requite me the foulest 
and e^iUesc requital!" Wiien the Caliph heard my words and 
knew that 1 was a man of exceeding generosity and of very few 
wor^, OIK in whom is no forwardness (as this youth would have 
it svhom I rescued from mortal risk and who hath so scuivily 
repaid me), he laughed with excessive bugbter dll he fell upon 
his back. Then said he to me, "O Silent Mmi, do thy sLt brothens 
^vour thee in wisdom and knowledge and spareness of speech? 

I replied, “Never were they like me! Thou puttcst reproach upon 
me, O Commander of the Faitbiul, and it becomes tlwK net to 
even my brothers with toe; for, of the abundance of their speech 
and their deficiency of counesy and gravity, each one of them 
hath gotten some rr^^im or other. One is a mo nocu l ar , another 
palsied, a third stone-blind, a fourth cropped of ears and nose and 
a fifth shorn of both lips, while the sixth is^a hunchback and a 
cripple. And conceive not, O Co mman der of the Faithful, that I 
am prodi^ of speech; but 1 must perforoe explain to thee that 1 
am a nun of greater worth and fewer words than any of th^ 
From each one of my brothers bangs a tale of how he came by 
his bodily detect and these 1 will r^te to thee. So the Gakpb 
gave car to 


TIk Barber’s Tale of his First Brother, 

Know then, O Commander of the Faithful, that my first brotlier, 
Al-Bakbuk, the Prattler, is a Hunchback who took to tailo^ in 
Baghdad, and he used to sew in a shop hired from a man of muim 
wealth, who dwelt over the sbop,^ and there was also a flour'iiull 
in basement. One day as my brother, the Hunt^back, was 
sitting in his shop a-tailoring^ Ke chaDCed to rais^ his bead and 
saw a lady like the rising full oioon s^t a b^conied window of his 
bndlord^s house, engaged in looking out at the passers^by^* When 
my brother beheld her, his hsaxt "teken with lov£: of h^ 
he pass^ his Wihole day gating at her and neglected bis tailonng 
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til] e\'endde. Next morning he opened his shop and sat him down 
to sew; but, as often as he stitched a stitch, he looked to the win' 
dcFw and saw her as before; and bis passion and infatuation for her 
increased. On the third day as be was sitting in his usual place, 
eaaing on her, she caught sight of him and, perceiving that he had 
been captivated with love of her, laughed in his hce,’ and he 
smiled rack at her. Then she disappeared and presently sent her 
slavE'girl to him with a bundle containing a piece of ted flowered 
silk. The handmaid accosted him and said, '“My lady saiameth to 
thee and dcsiceth thee, of thy skill and good ^1, to fashion for 
her a shift of this piece and to sew it handsomely with thy best 
sewing,** He replied, ‘‘Hearkening and obedience'’; and shaped 
for her a chemise and finished sewing it the same day. When the 
morning mmrowed the girl came bau and said to hi^ “My tady 
salameth to thee and asks how thou hast passed yesternight; for 
she hath not tasted sleep by reason of her heart being tsu:en up 
with thee,” Then she laid before him a piece of yellow satin and 
said, “My lady biddeth thee cut her two pair of pexticoat' 
trousers out of this piece and sew them this very day.” “Heark' 
ening and obedience!” replied he, “greet her for me with many 
greetings and ay to her, Tlry slave is obedient to thine order; so 
command him as thou wilt.” Then he applied himself to cutting 
out and worked hard at sewing the trousers; and after an hour the 
lady appeared at the lattice and saluted him by signs, no w casting 
down her ey^, then smiling in his face, and he began to assure 
himself that he would soon make a conquest. She did not let him 
stir till he had finished the two pair of trouser^ when she with' 
drew and sent the handmaid to whom he delivered them; and 
she took them and went her ways. When it was night, be threw 
himself on his carpet'bed, and lay tossing about from side to side 
till morning, when he rose and sat down in his place. Presently 
the darnel came to him and said, “My master calieth ior thee.” 
Hearing these words he feared wnth e.rceeding fear; but the slave' 
girl, seeing his afe'gbt, said to him, “No evil is meant to thee: 
naught but good awaitetb thee. My lady would have thee make 
acquaintance with my lord.” So my brother the tailor, rejoidng 
with great joy, went with her; and when he came into the pres' 
ence of his landlord, the lady's husband, he kissed the ground be' 
fore him, and the master of the house returned his greeting and 
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gave him a great piece of linen saying. ‘’Shape me shiits of this 

and sew them v.-eU;” and my brother answered. To bear is 
to obey,” Thereupon he fell to work at onoc, smppmg, shaping 
and sewing till he had fanisbed twenty shirts by sup^ 
without stopping to taste food. The house-master him. 

“How much the wage foe this?"; and he 
dirhams ” So the gentleman cned out to the slave-gffl, Bnng 
me twenty dirhams," and my brother spake not a xword; but the 
hdy^nJd. ■■T>kc l«*h»g from him/ wteojpon my 
said “By Allah I wnll take naught trom thy hand. And he 
carried off his tailor’s gear and tetin^ to his shop, alth^h he 
was destitute even to a red cent.^ Then he apphed hmself to do 
their work; eating, in his zeal md diiigenoe, but J, 
and drinking only a little water for ^ ^ys, ^ l A 

time came the handmaid and said to hu^ 
done?" Quoth he, "They are frilled. JS 

the lady’s husband, would have paid him his hire, but 
said will take nothing," for fear of her ani returning to hts 
shop, passed the night without sle^i ^ 

the da^had informed her husband how the case st^o^ 
hither knowing nought of this); sod tte two ^ 
him tailor for nothing, the better to mode ‘ 

morning he went to his shop, and, w he sat there, ^ 
came to him and said, "Speak with my mas^. & 
nanied her to the husband who said to him, 1 wi^ thee to cut 
JTfor me long-sleeved robes."^ & be them out* and 
took the stuff and went away. Then he sevred 
them to the gentleman, who ptms^ his sewing and off^^ hm a 
nurse of silver. He put out his band to take it, but the lady 
K to him from behind her husband not to do so. and he 
renlied "O my lord, there is no hurry, we have time eimugh for 
S!" ThenX weiit forth from the bouse meaner and meeker 
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chan a donkey, fox verily five chii^fl were gathered together in 
him vu:.:^love» beggary^ hunger, nakedness and hartf labour. 
Nevertheless he heartened himself with the hc^ of gaining the 
lady ’s Javouts. When he had made an end of all their jobs, they 
played him another trick and married him to their s!aw'<rirl: but, 
night when he thought to go in to her, they sai(? to him 
“Lie this night in the mill; and to^norrow all will go well.” My 
brother concluded that there was some good cause for this and 
nighted alonein the aiilL Now the husband had set on the miller 
to make the tailor turn the mill: so when night was half spent the 
man came in to him and began to say, “This bull of ours hath bc' 
come useless and standeth still ins^d of going round; he will not 
cum the mill this night, and yet we have great store of com to be 
ground. However, I'll yoke him perforce and malre him finiqh 
grinding it before mcming. as the folk are impatient for their 
flour.” So he filled the hoppers with grain and. going up to my 
brother with a rope in his h^d, tied it round his neck and to 
him. “Gee up! Round with the mill I thou, O bull, wouldsc do 
notlung but grub and stale and dung!” Then he took a whip and 
laid it on the shoulders and calves of my brother, who began to 
bowd and bellow; but none came to help him; and he w-as Forced 
to grind the wh^t till hard upon dawn, when the house-master 
came in and, seeing my brother still tethered to the yoke and the 
man flogging him, went away. At day-break the millpT returned 
home and left him still yoked and half dead; and soon after in 
came the sbve-girl who unbound him, and said to him, "’I and my 
lady are right soiry for what hath happened and we have borne 
thy g'ief with thee." But he had no ton^c wherewith to answer 
her firom e^ccess of heating and nulhcurniog. Then he retired to 
his lodging and behold, the clerk who had drawn up the marriage- 
deed came to him' and saluted him, saying, “Al^i ^ve thee long 
life! May thy espousal be blessed! This fecc telleth of pleasant 
doings and dalliance and kissing and clipping from dusk to dawn.” 
”AJbh grant the liar no peace. O thou thousandfold cuckold!”, 
my brother replied, "by Allah, I did nothing but turn the mill in 
the place of the bull all night rill morningr' "TdJ me thy tale ” 
quoth he; and my brother recounted what had befidlen him and 
he said, "Thy star agre^ not with her star; but an thou orilc I 
can alter the contract for thee,” adding, " 'Ware lest another 
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cheat be not in store for thee/' And my broths an^’ci^ 

'*See if thou have not another contrivance.'* Then the lot 
him and be sat in his abop, looking for some one to bring him a job 
whereby he mkht earn his day’s bread. Presently the hanmnaid 
inntf to him and said, ’‘Speak with nay lady. Begone, O my 
eood mrL" replied he. “there shall be no more dealings between 
%£. and thy lady.” The handmaid returned to her misreess and 
told W what my brother had said and presently she ^t her head 
out of the window, weeping and sayiQg.“V^yiiP my telow^, ^ 
there to be no more dealings 'twixt meand thee? But be ma^ 
no answer. Then she wept and conjured him, fveani^ aU 
which had bdhllen him in the miU was not sanctioned by her and 
that she was innocent of the whole matter. When he l^ked upOT 
her beauty and loveliness and heard the sweetness of her speech 
the sorrow which bad possrased him parsed from his hean:; te 
accept^ her excuse and he rcjoit^d in her sight. 
her and Calked with her and sat uilonng awhile, aftor which the 
handmaid came to him and said, “My misti^ gr^tf^ and 
informeth thee that her husband purpt^th to he a ^ 
nieht in the house of some intimate fnends of his; so. when he is 
do thou come to os and spend the night with m^y *® 
hghtsomest pyance rill the morning. How her husband Iwd 
jJted her, “How shall we manage to turn him away f™ 5“*'. * 
and she answered, “Leave me to pky him mother mck Md mke 
him a laughingstock for all the town." But my brotb^ 
naught of^ malice of women. As s^as it uX 

eirl lame to him and carried him to the house, and when Che 

him she said to him, “By All^ O my l^d, 1 lave 

ing exceedingly for thee." ‘’By Mkh, K™ 

SLe thou live me aught clse."^ Hardly had he spoken, wjen 
K lady s hilbond came in from ^ nest room* and 
Bayins ‘‘By Allah, I will not let thee go, till 1 d^hw thw to 
effif the town watch “ My brother Sfc 

but he would not Usren to him and OTed him b^ore the Pref^ 
who gave him an hundred lashes wi^ a whip and, mounting h^ 
«i a^l, promenaded him round about the W ^ 

guards prodSmed aloud. “This is his reward who violaceth the 
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Haiims of honourable men T’ Moreover, he fell off the camel and 
broke ^ leg and became lame. Then the Prefect baniahed him 
from the aty; and he forth unknowing whither he should 

wend; but I heard of him and fearing for him went out after him^ 

and broughthimbackaecietljrtothedtyand restored him to health 

and took him into my house where he stiU liveth. The Caliph 
bughed at my story and said, ‘Thou hast done well, O O 
Sil^t Man, O spare of sp eec h I"; and be bade me take a present 
aiw go away. But J said, “I will accept naught of thee except 1 
tell th^ what befei all my other brotl^rsj and do not thinir me a 
man or nmny words.'* So the Caliph gave ear to 


The Barber's Tale of his Second Brother. 

Kjjow, O Conimani^ of the Faithful, that my second brother's 
name was Al'Haod^, that is the Babbler, and he was the para' 
i^ic. Now it happened to him one day. as he was going abrat 
to business, that an old woman accosted him and ^d, "Stop a 
httle, my good man, that I may tell thee of somewhat which, if it 
be to thy Eking, thou shalt do for me and I will pray Allah to give 
thee good of it!" My brother stopped and she went on, "I will 
put th^ 5?^ w^y of a certain thing, so thou not be pr^gal of 
speech. On with thy talk," quoth he; and she, "W^t sayest 
mou to handsome ejuart^s and a fair garden with flowing waterSp 
Bowers blooming, and fruit growing, and old wine going and a 
pretty yoimg face whose owner thou mayest embrace from dark 
till dawn? It thou do whatso 1 bid thee thou shalt see something 
greatly to thy advantage," "And is aE this in the world?" ask3 
my brother; and answered, "Yes, and it shall be thine, so thou 
be rpsonable and leave idle curiosity and many words, and do my 
biddings "i wilt indeed, O my lady," said he, "how is it thou 
hast prCTcrred me in this matter before all men and what is it that 
^ much pjeaseth tk« in me?" Quoth she, “Did I not bid thee 
be spare of sj^cb? Hold thy peace and follow me. Know, that 
the young lady, to whom I shall carry thee, loveth to have her 
own ^y and hateth being thwarted and all who gainsay; aoi, if 
toou humour thou shaft come to thy desire of her.” Ami my 
brother s^d« I will not cross her in anythtiig/' Then she went 
on and my brother fglIoi.ved her, an-hungering after wliat she dc' 
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scribed to him ciU they entered a 6ne large house, handsi^ 
choicely furnished, full ol eunuchs atn<i servante and sbowmg 
signB of pTOsperity from top to bottom. And she was carrpng 
him to the upper story when the people of the house said to mm, 
“What dost thou here?" But the old woman answered them, 
“Hold vour peace and trouble him not: be is a workman and we 
have occasion for him," Then she brought him into a line great 
pavilion, with a garden in its midst, never eyes saw a fairer; amd 
him sit upon a handsome couch. He had sat long, bC' 
fore he heard a bud noise and in came a troop ot slave-girls sur- 
rounding a lady like the moon on the night of its aillest. When 
he saw her^ he rose up and coade-an obsisance to whereupon 
she welcomed him and bade him be seated. So he sat dowm and 
she said to him, “Allah advance thee to horiourl Is all well wth 
*^0 my lady," he answered, “all with me is tight w^. 
Then she bade bring in food, and they set before her delicate 
viands; so she sat down to eat, making a show of aft^tion to my 
brother and jesting with him, though all the while she could 
refrain frs>Qi laughing; but often he looked at h^, me sim 
towards her handmaidens as though she were laughmg at them. 
My brother (the ass!) understood nothing; Iwt, tn [^ excess M 
his ridiculous passion, he foicied that the lady m 
him and that she would soon grant 1^ his d^ire. When they 
had done eating, they set on the wine and there c^e m ten 
maidens like moons, with lutes ready stnmg m their han^ and 
fell to singing with full voices, sweet and sad, whe^p^ d^ght 
eat hold opcm him and he took the cup from the lady s hands 
drank it standing. Then she drank a cup of ^ne and my broto 
(still standing) said to her “Health," and to her. She 

handed him another cup and he drank it dF, whm ate alapp^ 
him hard on the nape Jhis neck.* Upon this my broth^ would 
have gone out of the hewse in anger; but the old w^folbwed 
him iid winked to him to return. So he came ba^and t^te lady 
bade him ait and he sat down without a word, Thtm she a^ 
slapped him on the nape of his neck: and tte second slapping .id 
not suffice her, she must needs make all her h^dmaidens a^ p 
and cuff him, while he kept saying to the old wo^, I rieyer 
saw au^t nicer than this." She m h« side ceased Rot 
ing, enough, I conjure che^, O my mistress, , bii 
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wQinen slapped him till heweIl'Oighswc»r©d away. Prcsentlymy 
brother rose and went out to obey a call of nature, but t^ old 
wcftoan ovmot^ him, and said, “Be patient a Uttle and thou Bha|r 
win to thy wish," “How much longer have I to wait," my 
brother replied, “this slappmg hath made me feci faint." "As 
soon M shejs warm with wine,” answered sh^ “thou sh^t have 
thy desire. So he returned to his place and sat down, where*' 
upon ah the handmaidens stood up and the lady bade them per- 
fijme him with pastiles and besprmkle his fecc with rose*water. 
Then said she to him, “Allah advance thee to honour! Thou hast 
Catered iny fiou^ and batst bom^ with coy condittonsT whoso 
ttwart^ me 1 rum him away, and whoso is patient hath his 
desire. O mistre^ mine," said he, “I am thy slave and in the 
b^w of thine hand!" "Know, then,” continued sl^ "that 
^lah hath made me passionately fond of ftdic; and whoso falleth 
m with my humour cometh by wbatso he wisheth." Then she 
ordered her maidens to sing with loud vdoes till the whole com' 
I^y was dehghted; aft^ which she said to one of them, "Take 
thy lord, what is needful for him and bring him back to 

me fOTthright.” So the damsel took my brother (and he not 
knov^g what she would do with him); but the old woman over* 
took him and said, "Be patient; there remai'neth but little to do." 
At this his face brightened and be stood up before the lady while 
the old woman kept saying, "Be patient; thou wilt now at once 
wm to thy wish! ; till he said, "Tell me what she would have the 
maiden do with me?” "Nothing but good," replied she, "as I am 
thy Kicnhce! She wisheth only co dye thy eyebrows and pluck 
wt thy mustachios. Quoth he, ""As fbr the dyeing of my eye* 
brows, that wih come off with washing,^ but for the plucking out 
rfmy mustachios, that indeed is a somewhat painful process,” 
^Be cautious^how thou cross her," cried the old woman; "for she 
hath set her heart on thee.'* So my brother patiently sufFcrcd her 
to dye his eyebrows and pluck out his mustachios; after which 
^ maiden returned to her mistress and told her. Quoth she, 
Remaineth now only one other thing to be done; thou must 
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thavc his beard and Ttdsc him a smooth ^ 

went back and told him what her misttese Iwd hjdd^ h« do, ^ 
my btothet (the blockhead!) aid w her. ’ How AaU 1 do wtoc 
wtII disgrace me bciorc the folk?" But the dd wmnan a^. ^he 
woulddo on this wise only that thw may&t be as a 
youth and that no hair be left on thy to to scratt^ and 
delicate cheeks; for indeed she is ^cmtely in 
So be panent and thou shalt attain thine object. ^ , * 

was patient and did her bidding and kt s^ve off his b^cd ani 
whente was brought back to the lady, lot he appeared dy^_ ^ 
as to his eyebrows, plucked of both mustachi^ ot ^ 

beard rouged on both cheeks. At first she was afc^t^ at to, 

thenihe made mockery of to^d, laugto all she 

back said, "O my lord, thou hast indeed my heart by thy 

good’ nature!" Then she conjured him, by her to to stand up 

Ld dance, and he arose, and ca^ed about, ^d 

cushion in the house but she threw it at bs brad, 

manner did all her women who also kept pelting hm 

and lemons and citrons till lie tell down 

on the nape of the neck, the pillowing^ and the truitijeUmg. 
-Now thou hast attained thy wish." said the 
he came round; “there are no more blows m st^ far 
there remaineth but one little thing to do. /"S?’ 

she is in her cups, to let no one have her until she put off to dr^ 
anVtr^ra aSd remain stark naked * Th.m she will bd th« 
doff thy clothes and run; and she ^ tun btoe thee 
were flying from thee; and do thou follow to horn to pla^ 
dll thy pnckle stands at fullest ^nt, when^a^ 
thee adding, “Strip off thy dothes at once. So he r^, well 
lost inlcstas/and, doffing his 
mShcT'nakcd.-And Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day 

and ceased to say her pennitted say* 
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She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that when the 
old woman said to the Barber’s second brother, “Doff thy 
clothes,” he rose, well'nigh lost in ecstasy; and, stripping off bis 
raiment, showed hitnseli mother-nalced. Whereupon the lady 
stripped also and said to my brother, “If thou want anything run 
after me till thou catch me.” Then she set out at a run and be ran 
after her while she rushed into room after room and rushed out 
of room after room, my brother scampering after her in a rage of 
desire like a veritable madman, with yard standinp, terribly tall. 
After much of this kind she dashed into a darkened plac^ and he 
dashed after her; but suddenly he trod upon a yielding spot, 
ivhich gave way under his weight; and, before he was aware 
where be was, he found himself in the midst of a crowded market, 
part of the ba^ of the leather'sellers who were crying the prices 
of skins and hides and buying and selling. When they saw him 
in his pli^t, naked, with standing yard, shorn of b^d and 
mw stachiins, wi^ eyebrows dyed red, and cheeks ruddied with 
rouge, they shouted and clapped their hands at him, and set to 
flogging hiim with skins upon his bare body till a swoon came over 
him. Then they threw hm on the back m an ass and carried him 
to the Chief of Police. Quoth the Chief, *'What is this?” Quoth 
they, “This fdlow fell suddenly upon us out of the Warir’s 
house* in this state.” So the Prefect gave him an hundred lashes 
and then banished him from Baghdad. However I went out ^ter 
him and brought him back secretly into the dcy and made him a 
daily allowance for his living: although, were it not for my 
g^erous humour, 1 could not have put up with the like of him. 
Then the Caliph gave ear to 


The ftjrbcr's Tale of his Third Brother. 

Mv third brother s name was Al-Fakifc, the Gabbler, who was 
blind. One day Fate and Fortune drove him to a fine large house, 
and he knocked at the door, desiring speech of its owner that he 
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might somewhat of him. Quoth the master of die htiuse, 
“Who is at the dodr?" But my brother spake not a word and 
presently he heard him repeat with a loud voice, “Who is this?" 
Still he made no answer and immediately heard the luaEcer walk 
to the door and open it and say, “What dost thou want?” My 
brother answered ‘''Something for Allah Alinighty'ssafce,"’ “Art 
thou blind?" asked the man, and my brother answered "Yea." 
Quoth the other, “Stretch me out thy hand.’" So my brother put 
out bis hand thinking that be would give hifn something; hut he 
took it and, drawing him into the bouse, carried him up kom stair 
to stair dll they reached the terrace on the house'top, my brother 
thinking the while that he would surely give him something of 
food or tnoney. Then be asked my brotSer, “What dost thou 
want, O blind man?" and he answer^ ‘"Something for the 
Almighty's sake." Allah open for thee some other doorl" “O 
thou! why not say so v?hen I was below stairs?" “O cadger, 
why not answer me when i first called to theer’' “And 
meanest thou to do for me now?” "Tliere is nothing in the 
house to give thee,’'' “Then take me down the stair," ‘'’’The path 
is before thee." So my brother r<^ and made his way downstairs, 
till he came within twenty steps of the door, when his foot 
slipped and he rolled to the bottom and broke his head. Then he 
went out, unknowing whidiCT to turn, and presently fell in with 
two other blind men, companions of h^, who said to him, “What 
didst thou tenday?" He told them rvhat had befallen him and 
added, "O my brothers, 1 wuh to take some of the money in my 
hands and provide myself with it." Now the masrer of the house 
had followed him and was listening to what they said; but neither 
my brother nor his comrades knew of this, So my brother went 
to his lodging and sat down to await his companions, and the 
houBC<iwner entered after him without being p^ceived. When 
the other blind men arrived, my brother said to them, “Bolt the 
door and seardi the house lest any stranger have followed xis." 
The man, hearing this, cau^t hold of a cord that hung from the 
ceiling and clung to it, whilst they went round about the house 
and searched but found no one. & they came back, and, sitting 
beside my brother, farouaht out their money which they oounted 
and lo! it was twelve uiousand dirhams. Each took what be 
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wanted and they buried the rest in a comer of the coom. Then 
they set on food and sat down, to eat. Presently ray brother, 
boring a strai^ pair of jaws munching by his side,^ said to bis 
friends, '‘There is a stranger amongst us;" and, putting forth his 
hand, caught hold of that of the house'ioaster. Thereupon all fell 
on him and beat him;' and when dred of belabouring him they 
shouted. "O ye Moslems! a thief is come in to us, seeldng to take 
our tnoincyr’ A crowd gathered around them, wl^reupon the 
intruder hung on to them; and oompbined with them as they 
complained* * ^d. shutting his eyes like them, so that none might 
doubt his blindn^. cried out, "O Moslems, I take refuge with 
Allah and the Governor, for J have a matter to make bmwn to 
him!" Suddenly up came the watch and, laying hantLs on the 
whole lot (my brother being amongst them^, drove them' to the 
Governor's w^ho set them before him and asked, “What news 
with you?" Quoth the intruder, “Look and find out for thyself, 
not a word shw be wrung from us a.ve by torture, so begin by 
beating me and a^er me heat this man our leader.”* And he 
pointed to my brother. So they thre w the man at full length and 
gave him four hundred sticks on his backside. The beating pained 
him, whereupon he opened one eye and, as they redoubled their 
blow^ be opened the otho* eye. When the C^vemor saw this 
he said to him, "'What have we here, O accursed?”; whereto 
he replied, "Give me the seal-ring of pardon! We tour have 
shammed blind, and we impose upon people that we may enter 
houses and look upon the unveded &ces of the women and con- 
trive for their corruption. In this way we have gotten great gain 
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and our store aj 330 unts to twelve thousand dirhams. Said I to my 
company, 'Give me my share, three thousand:’ but they rose and 
heat me and todc away my money, and I seek refuge with Allah 
and with thee; better thou have my share than they. So, if thou 
woul^t know the truth of my words, beat one and every of the 
others more than thou hast beaten me, and he wfill surely open ^ 
eyes.” The Governor gave orders for the Question to begin with 
ray brother, and they bound him to the whipping^post,* and the 
Governor said, ”0 scum of the earth, do ye abuse the gracious 
gifts of Allah and make as if ye were blind!” “Allah! Allah!'* 
cried my brother, “by AUah, there is none among us who can 
see.” Then they beat him till he swooned away and the C^V' 
emor cried, “Leave him till he come to and then beat him again.*' 
After this he caused each of the companions to receive more than 
three hundred sticks, w'hilst the sham^braham kept saying to 
them “Open your eyes or you will he beaten afresh." At last the 
man said to the Governor, "Diapatch some one with me to bring 
thee the money; for these fellows will not open their eyes, lest 
they incur disgrace before the folk.** So the Governor sent to 
fetch the money and gave the man his pretended share, three 
thn ufflin d dirhams; and, keeping the rest for himself, banished the 
three bbnd men from the city. But L O Com mander of the Faith' 
fuh went out and overtaking ray brother questioned him of his 
case; whereupon he told me of what I have told thee; so I brought 
him secretly into the dty, and appointed him {in the strictest 
privacy) an allowance for meat and drink! The C^ph laughed at 
my story and said, "Give him a gift and let him go;" but I said, 
"By AUah! I will take naught till I have made known to the C^m*- 
mander of the Faithful what came to pass with the rest of my 
brothers; for truly 1 am a pvm of few w^ords and spare of speech." 
Then the Caliph ^ ve ear to 


Tlie Barber’s Tale of fiw Fourth Bwrfier. 

Now as for my fourth brodier, O Commander of the Faithful, 
Al'Kuz; al'aswani, or the Imigmecked Gugglet bight, from his 
brimming over with words, the same who was blind of one eye, he 
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becajne a butcher in Baghdad and be snid flesh and fattened nunsj 
and great men and ricm bought their meat of him, ao that he 
amassed much, wealth and got him cattle and houses, lie fkred 
thus a long while, till one day, as he was sitting in his shop, there 
came up an old man and long o' the beard, who laia down 
some silver and aid, “Give me meat for this." He gave him his 
money's worth of and the oldster went his ways. My 
brott^ examined the Shay kb's silver, anth seeing that the dir¬ 
hams were white and bright, he set them in a place apart. The 
greybeard continued to return to the shop regularly for five 
months, and ray brother ceased not co lay up all the coin he re¬ 
ceived from him in its own box. At last he thought to take out 
the money to buy sheep; so he opened the box and found in it 
nothing, save bits of white paper cut round to look lili com;^ so 
he bunted his face and cried aloud till the folk gathered about 
him, whereupon he told them his tale which ma^ them marvel 
exceedingly. Then he rose as was his wont, and slaughtering a 
ram hung it up inside his shop; after which he cut off"some of ^ 
flesh, and hanging it outside kept saying to himself, “O Alkh, 
would the ill-omened old fellow l^t oomel” And an hour had not 
passed before the Shaykh came with his silver in hand; where¬ 
upon my brother rose and caught hold of him calling out, “Come 
aid me, O Moslems, and learn my story with this vi^in ['* When 
the old man heard this, he quietly said to him, “Which will be the 
better for thee, to let go of me or to be disgraced by me amidst the 
folk?" "In what wilt thou disgrace me?” "In tnat thou sdlesc 
man's flesh for mutton T’ "Thou Jies^ thou aocursedl" “Nay, he 
is the accnirsed wlio bath a man banging up by way of meat in his 
shop,” "If the matter be as thou sayest, I hive thee lawful leave 
to take my money and my life." 'ILien the old man cried out 
aloud, "Ho, ye people! if you would prove the truth of my words, 
enter this man's shop.” The folk rushed in and found that the 
ram was become a dmd man* hung up for sale. So they set upon 
my brother oying out, "O Inflaeli O villain!”; and his best 
friends fell to cuffing and kicking him and ke pt saying, "EXast thou 
make us lat flesh of the sons of Adam?" Furthermore, the old 
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manstxudi him on thecyeand put it out- Then they carried the 
rar^gg, with the throat cut, bwore the Chief of the dty'watch, 
to whom the old imn said, ”0 Emir, this felbw butx^rs men and 
seUs their flesh for mutton and we have broueht him to thee; so 
arise and execute the jud^ents of Allah (to whom be honour and 
glory 1),” My brother would have defended himself, but the 
Chief revised to Iwar him and sentenced him to receive five bun- 
died sticks and to forfeit the whole of his propmy. And, indeed, 
had it not been for that same property which he expended in 
bribes, they would have surely slain biin- Thra the Chief ban¬ 
ished txtm from Baghdad; and my brother fared torth at a venture, 
rill he to a mEat town, where he thought it best to set up 
as a cobbler; so he opened a shop and sat there doing what he 
could for his livelihood. One day,as he went forth on his business, 
he heard the distant tramp of horses and, asking the cause, was 
told that the King was going out to hunt and course; so my 
brother stopped to look at die fine suite. It so fortuned that the 
King’s eye met my brot Ws; whereupon the King hung d^n 
his Wd and said, “I seek refuge with Allah frem the evil of 
this day P’;^ and turned the rdns of his steed and returned home 
with all his retinue. Then be gave orders to his guards, who 
seized tny brother and beat him with a beating so painful that be 
was wetVnigh dead; and my brother knew not what could be the 
cause of his maltreatment, after which be leturoERi to bis place m 
sorriest plight. Soon afterwards he went to one of the King’s 
household and related what had happened to him; and the man 
laughed till he fell upon his hack and cried, “O brother nme, 
know that the King cannot bear to look at a monocular, especially 
if he be blind of the right eye, in which case he doth not let him 
go without killing him.” When my brother hrard this, he re¬ 
sold to fly tfoin that dty; so he went forth from it to another 
wherein t >nng knew him and there he abode a long while. One 
day, being full of sorrowful thought for what had be^llen him, 
he Allied cait to solace himself: and, as he was walking along, he 
heard the distant tramp of hors^ behind him and said, ’’The 
judgment of Allah is upon meP’ and looked about for a hiding- 
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pkcc but found none. At last he saw a closed door which he 
pushed hard; it yielded and he entered a long pUeiy in whidi he 
cook refuge, but hardly had he done so, when two men set upon 
him crying out, “Allah be thanked ibr having delivered th^ into 
our bantfc^ O enemy of God! These three nigSts thou hast robbed 
us of our rest and sleep , and verily thou hast made us taste of the 
death'cup." My brother asked, “O folk, what aib you?”; and 
they answered, “Thou givest us the change and goest about to 
us qpd plannest some plot to cut the throat of the house- 
roaster! Is it not enough that thou hast brought him to be^a^, 
thou and thy fellows? But now give us up the knife wherewidi 
thou threatenest us every night.” Then they searched him and 
found in his waist-belt the kmfe used for his shoe-leather; and he 
said, “O people, have the fear of Albh before your eyes md mal¬ 
treat me not, for know chat my story is a right soangef' “And 
what is thy story?” said they; so he told them what tad befallen 
him, hoping they would let him go; however they paid no heed to 
what he said and, instead of showing some regard, heat him 
grievously and tore oiF his clothes: then, Ending on his sides the 
fr-ars of luting with rods, they said, “O acci^ed! these marks 
arc the manifest signs of thy guilt!” They carried him before the 
Governor, whibt he said to himself, '‘I am now punished for ray 
fttnft and none can deliver me save Allah Alraighry!" The Gov¬ 
ernor addressing tny brother asked him, “O vilk^, what led thee 
to enter their house with intention to lourther?”; and my brother 
answered, “I conjure thee by Allah, O Emir, hear my wor^ and 
be not hasty in condemning me!” But the Governor cried, “Shall 
we listen to the words ca a robber who hath b^gared these 
people, and who bearetb on his back the scar of his stripes?” add¬ 
ing, “They surely had not done this to thee, save foe some pat 
crime/’ So he sentenced him to receive an hundred cuts with the 
scourge, after which they set him on a camel and paraded him 
about the city, proclaiming, “Thb is the requital and too 
little to requite him who brcafceth into people's houses.” Then 
they thrust him out of the dty, and my brother wandered at 
random, till I beard what had befallen him; and, going in search 
of him, questioned him of his case; so he acquainted me with his 
story and all his mischances, and 1 carried him secretly to the city 
where I made him an allowance for his meat and drink. Then the 
Caliph gave ear to 



The Baebul's Tale oe his Fifth Brother.. 


3i5 


TTk Bdrtcr'f Tflle o/ his Fifth Brother, 

My fifth bcQtlaer, Al-Nashshar,* the Babbler^ the same who was 
cropped of both ears, O Cooimander of the Faithful, was an asker 
wont to bM of folk by night and live on their alms by day. Now 
when OUT father, wto was an old man well st ncken in years, 
sickened and died, he left us seven hundred dirhams whereof 
each son took his hundred; but, as my fifth brother received his 
portion, he was perplexed and knew not what to do with it. 
While in uncertainty he bethought him to lay it out on glass¬ 
ware of all sorts and turn an honest penny on its price, & he 
bought an hundred dirhams worth of verroterie and, putting it 
into a big tray, sat down to sell it on a bench at the foot of a wall 
against which he leant back. As he sat with the tray before him 
he fell CO musing and said to himself, “Know, O my good Self, 
that the head of my wealth, my principal invested in this glass- 
waffi, is an hundred dir bams. I w^ assuredly sell it for two hun*- 
died, with which 1 will forthright buy other glass and make by it 
four hundred; nor will 1 cease to sell and buy on this wise, till 1 
have g o tten four thousand and soon find myself the master of 
much money. With these coins 1 will buy merchandise and 
jewels and ottars^ and gain great profit on them; rill, Allah will' 
ing, 1 will make my capital an hundred thousand dirhams. Then 
I will purchase a fine ^use with white slaves and eunuchs and 
horses; and 1 will eat and drink and disport myself; nor will I 
leave a singing m a n a- a singing woman in the dty, but I will 
summon them to my palace and make them perform before me. ’ 


' fwm Nwlir=»«win6: m the fidJJer in ItaHau in eaiJeJ t!w 

«■«“ {Sixt Jt! He li ihe Almudur of tiK fji^Uihed GgJldml nnU Richard' 

con. The talc ti vefy old, tt *jipeiirt « th« firahmait baiI the Ptot of Rift in the 
PenchdtdTirts; and Ptnf^Ksr BenAef hclkoei U* hiin) th»i (iis, n-SiJi uum* 

Oihm, licrivM foMi « Bmiiihis! iMiret But I «foa[d diefive it from iEwp’t 

auriurt^wonMn who tcidwd over her whetrec the Let. pmv. Ante vieionam uncre 
(riumphotn = tn «ct| the iJun befon >tm Iwvc caught the bw. In the "KaJllji!! anil 
Dimiudi'* aiisi it* cuittatoue oflvpvvi^ it it the *\Ascetic wlih hie Jif of oil eitd 
in Ribelil* ft., 33) Echephnin* (hwanuJwr hit nulk.and » U Ffcrette ia La Foil' 
taiiw. S« M. M« -Muller's '‘Chipt;’{TOJ.ah appeodli). The eiiriooi ftader wiU eompere 
my venion with tint which iifffcm* ot the end of Rwhardsotj s Arabic GrAnuner (Edit. 
oflSllJihehadibetief.crnthcrafuUwMS.ip.lOTJthaiiinyyeiprinKii, 

* Anb, "Atf" — any {icrfiiine, apeailly «1 of rgso; whtmce wr wonl “Ottar," thrwsh 
(he Turkish Lxe-rupiion- 




336 


Alf Lavlak wa Laylah. 


All this he counted over io his mind, while the trsy cf gbss-'Wcirc, 
worth an hundred dirhams, stood on the bench before him, and, 
after looldng at it, he continued, “'And when, Inshallah! my 
capital shall have become one hundred thousand^ dinars, 1 will 
send out maimge'brokere&ses to require for me in w'cdlock the 
daughters of ICings and Wazirs; and 1 will demand to v^e the 
eld^ daughter of the Prime Minister; for it hath reached me 
that she ia perfect in beauty and prime in loveliness and rare in 
accomplishments. ! will give a mamage'settlem.ent of one thoU' 
sand iinars; and, if her father consent, well; but if not 1 v^l 
her by force from under his very nose. When she is safely homed 
in my house, I will buy ten little eunuchs* * and for myself a robe of 
the robes of Kings and Sultans; and ^t me a saddle of gold and a 
bridle set thick with gems of price, ^en i will mount with the 
Mamelukes preceding me and surrounding me, and 1 will make 
the round of the city whilst the folk salute me and bless me; after 
which I will repair to the Warir fhe that is father of the girl), 
with armed white slaves before and behind me and on my right 
and on my left. When he sees me, the Wacir stands up, and seat" 
ing me in his own place sits down much below me; for that I am 
to be bis soH'in'law. Now I have with me two eunuchs carrying 
purses, each containing a thousand dinars; and of these 1 dehver 
to him the thousand, his daughter's marriage'settlement, and 
make him a free gift of the other thousand, that he may have 
reason to bmw my generosity and liberality and my greatness of 
spirit and the littleness of the world in my eyes. And for ten 
words he addresses to me I answer hify* two. Then back I go to 
my bouse, and if one come to me on the bride's part, 1 make him 
a present of money and throw on him a dress of honour; but if he 
bmg me a gift, 1 give it back to him and refuse to accept it,* that 
they may learn what a proud spirit is mine whidi never con-* 
descends to derOjpte. Thus I establish my tank and status. 
When this is done I appoint her wedding night and adorn my 
house showily! gloriously! And as the time for parading the 
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bride is cooie, I don my linest attire and sit down on a mattress of 
gold brocade, propping up my elbow with a pillow, and turning 
neither to the right nor to the left; but bokmg only straight in 
front for the haughtiness of my mind and the gravity of my 
understanding. And there betore me stands my wife in her 
raiment and ornaments, lovely as the full moon: and 1. in my 
loftiness and dread lorthineis,* will not glance at her till those 

E resent say to me, ‘O our lord and our master, thy wife, thy 
andmaid, standeih before theet vouchsafe hef one look^ for 
standing weaticth her/ Then they ki^ the ^und before me 
many times; whereupon I raise my eyes and cast at her one single 
glance and turn my face earthwards again. Then they bear her 
off CO the bride'chamber,' and I arise and change ray clothes for a 
far finer suit; and, w’hen they bring in the bride a second time, I 
ddgn not to throw her a look till they have heg^ me many 
times; ^ter W’hich 1 glance at her out of the comer oi ooe eye, and 
then bend down my head, I continue acting after this fashion 
till the parading and displaying are completed** ^And Shah' 
razad perceived the dawn of day and ceased saying her per-' 
mitted say. 


SSbtn it the Cbtttp'tfitrh 

She said. It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the Barber's 
fifth brother proceeded :-‘‘Then I bend down my head and con' 
tinue acting after this fashion till her parading and displaying ate 
complet^'’Thereupon I order one ot my eunuchs to bring me a 
bog of five hundred dinars which 1 give as largesse to the tire' 
women present and bid them one and all lead me to the bride* 
chamber. When they leave me alone wriih her I neither look at 
her nor speak to her, but lie* by her side with my face to the wall 
showing my contempt, that each and every may again remark 
how high haughty I am. Presently her mother comes in to 
me; ancTldssing®’ my head and hand, says to me, *0 my lord, look 
upon thine handmaid who longs for thy favour; so heal ter 
broken spiritr [ give her no answer; and when she sees this she 
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rifics and buses my feet many times and says, *0 my lord, in very 
sc»th my daughter ^ a beautiful maid, who hath never known 
man; and if thou show her this backwardness and aversion, her 
heart will break; so do thou taciinc to her and speak to her and 
soothe her mind and spirit,' Then she rises and fetches a cup of 
wine; and says to her daughter, Take it and hand it to thy lord/ 
But aa ahe approaches me 1 leave her standing between my hands 
and sit, propping my elbow on a round cushion purged with gold 
thread, leaning larily back, and without looking at her in the 
majesity of my spirit, so that she may deem me tnd^id a Sultan and 
a mighty man* Then she ays to me, *0 my lord, Allah upon 
thee, do not refuse to take the cup from the hand of th^e hand'* 
maid, for verily I am thy bemdswoman,* But I do not spstk to 
her and she presses me, saying, There is no help but that thou 
drink it;’ and she puts it to my lips. Then I ^ke my 5st in her 
face and bek her with my foot thus/’ So be let out with his toe 
and knocked over the tray of glass-ware which fell to the ground 
and, falling from the ben<i, all that was on it was brokm to hits. 
”0 foulest of pimps,^ this comes from the pride of my spiritl” 
cried my brother; and the^ O Gotiuaander of the Faitbfril, he 
buffeted hm face and rent his g4uanents, and kept on weeping and 
beating himself The folk who were ffocking to their Friday 
jfayers saw him; and some of them looked at him and pitted 
urn, whilst others paid no heed to him, and in this way my 
Dfother lost both capital and profit. He remained wneepittg a long 
while, and at last up came a beautiful lady, tbe scent m musk ex- 
ha^g from her, wto was going to Friday prayers riding a mule 
with a gold saddle and followed by sevei^ eunuchs, she 

saw the broken glass and my brother weeping, her kind heart was 
moved to pity for him, and she asked what aUed hini and was told 
that he liad a tray , full of glass-ware by the sale of which he Eiopcd 
to ^lin his living, but it was bre^en, and (said they), *%crc befel 
him wdut thou scest/’ Thereupon she called up one of her 
eunuchs and said to him, ’'Give what thou hast with the^ to thfa 
poor fellow!” Arwl he ^ve my brother a purse in which he found 
nve hundred dinars; and whem it touched his hand he was well- 
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dying for excess of joy and he offered up blessings for her. 
TheT5 he returned to his abode a substantiaJ man; and. as he sat 
considering, some one rapped at the door. So he rose and opened 
and saw an old woman whom he had never seen. “O my son,'' 
Slid she, “know that prayemde ta near and I have not yet made 
my Wusu'ablution '? so kindly allow me the use of thy lodging for 
the purpose.*’ My brother answered, ‘'To hear is to com^y;" 
and going in bade her follow him. So she entered and he brought 
her an ewer wherewTth to wash, and sat down like to fiy wnth joy 
because of the dinars which he had tied up in his belt for a purse, 
When the old woman had made an end of her ahlutbn, she came 
up to where he sat, and prayed a twobow prayer; after whi^ 
she blessed my brother with a godly benediction, and be wi^ 
thanking he^ut his band to the dinars and ^ve her two, saying 
to himself “These are my voluntaries, *'“ When she saw the gold 
she cried, “Praise be to AlUh f why dost thou took on one who 
loveth thee as if she were a beggar? Take back thy money; I have 
no nc«3 of it; or, if thou want it not, return it to her who gave it 
thee W’hen thy glass-ware was broken. Moreover, if thou wish 
to be united with her, I can manage the matter, for she is my 
mistress.” “O my mother,” asked my brother, “by what manner 
of means can 1 get at her?”; and she answered, ”0 my sem! she 
hath an inclination for thee, hut she is the wife of a wealthy roan; 
so take the whole of thy money with thee and follow me, that 1 
may guide thee to thy desire: and when thou art in her company 
spare neither persuasion nor fair words, but bring them all to bear 
upon her; so shalt thou enjoy her b^uty and wealth to thy 
heart’s content.” My brother took all his gold and rose and fol¬ 
lowed the old woman, hardly believi^ in his luck. She ceased 
not faring on, and my broths following her, till they came to a 
tail gate at w'hich she knocked and a Roumi slave-girP canK out 
and opened to them. Then the old woman fed my brother into a 
gr^C sitting-room spread with wondrous fine carpets and hung 
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with cumms^ where he sat down with his ^td before him, and 
hia turband on his knee.* * He had scarcely taten seat before there 
came to him a young tady (never eye saw fairer) clad in gamencs 
of the most sumptuous^ whereupon my brother rose to his feet, 
and she smiled in his and welcomed him, signing to him to be 
seared. Then she badc:shut the door and, when it was shut, she 
turned to my brother, and taking his hand conducted him to a 
private chamber furnished with various kinds of brocades and 
goId^otEis. Here he sat dowm and she sat by bis side and toyed 
with him awhile; after which she rose and saying, '"Scir not from 
thy seat till 1 come hack to thee;'' disappeared. Meanwhile as be 
was on this wise, b! there came in to him a black slave big of body 
and bulk and holding a drawn sword in hand, who said to him, 
‘“Woe to theel Who brou^t thee hither and what dost thou 
want here?” My brother could not return him a reply, being 
tongue-tied for terror; so the bbckamoor seised him and stripped 
him of his clothes and bashed him with the flat of his sword-b^de 
till he fell to the ground, swooning from excess of belabouring. 
The ill'Otnened nieger fanded that there was an end of him and 
my brother beard him "Where is the salt-wench?"® Where¬ 
upon in came a handmaid holding in hand a large tray of salt, and 
the slave kept rubbing it into my brother's wounds;* hut he did 
not stir fearmg lest the slave might find out that he was not dead 
and kill him outright. Then the salt-girl went away, and the 
slave Hcried "Where is the souterram*'guardianess?’' Hereupon in 
came the old woman and dragged my brother by his feet to a 
soutermin and threw him down upon a heap of dead bodies. In 
this place he lay two full days, but Allah made the salt the means 
of preserving his life by staunching the blood and staying its flow . 
Presently, feling himself able to move, Al-Mashshar rose a nd 
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opened the tra j>door in fear and trembling and crept out into the 
open; and Allah protected him, so that he went on in the dart' 
ness and hid himself in the vestibule till dawn, when he saw the 
accursed bddain sally forth in quest of other qmrry. He follow^ 
in her wake without her knowing it, and made for his own lodg¬ 
ing where he dressed his wouniS and medidned himself till he 
was whole. Meanwhile he used to watch the old wemun, track-* 
ing her at all times and seasons, and saw her accost one man after 
another and carry them to the house. However he uttered not a 
word; but, as soon as be wa:sed hale and beany, he took a pi©:c 
of stuff and made it into a bag which he hlled with broken glass 
and bound about his middle. He also disguised himself as a Per- 
sian that none might know him, and bid a sword under his clothes 
ot foreign cut. Then he went out and presently, falling in with 
the old woman, said to her, speaking Aratac with a Persian accent, 
‘‘Venerable lady,^ 1 am a stranger arrived bur this day here where 
I knoiiv no one. Hast thou a pair of scales wherein I may wEi|h 
eleven hundred dinars? I will give thee somew'hat of them tor 
thy pains." “I have a son, a moneychanger, who keepeth all 
kinds of scales," she answered, "so come with me to him before 
he goeth out and he will weigh thy ^Id." My brother answered 
"L©d the way!” She led hnn to me house and the young lady 
herself came out and opened it, whereupon the old woman 
smiled in her face and said, "I bring thee fat meat to-day,”* Then 
the damsel took my brother by the hand, and led him to the same 
chamber as before; wdere she ^t mth him awhile then rose and 
went forth saying, "Stir not from thy seat till 1 come back to 
thee." Presently in came the accursed slave with the drawn 
sword and cried to tny brother, "Up and be damned to these]” 
So he rose, and as the slave walked chi before him he drew the 
sword trom under his clothes and smote him with it, making 
fly from body. Then he draped the corpse by the feet to the 
souterrain and called out, "Wnere is the salt-wench?" Up t.~ame 
the eirl carrying the tray of salt and, seeing my brother sword in 
hand, turned to fly; but he followed her and struck off her head. 
Then he called out, "Where is the aoutermin-guard ianessr^ and 
in came the old woman to whom he said, "Etosc know me agu'n, Q 
ill-omened hag?" "No my lord," she replied, and he said, "1 am 
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the owner of the five hundred gold pi)eoes» whose h rw iw p rhfui 
enteredst to make the ablution and toprajr, and whom thou didst 
snare hither and betray* *” “Fear Allan and spare me,” cried ahei 
but he regarded her not and struck her with ^ swotd liU he had 
cut her in four. Then be went to loci for the young l^y; and 
when she saw him her reason fled and sh e cried out piteously 
‘'Amfin!' Mercy T’ So he spared her and asked, **What made thee 
consort With this blackamoor?”; and she answered, “I was slave 
Co a certain merchant, and the old woman used to visit me till I 
tooka liking to her. One day she said to me, ^We have a marriage 
festival at our house the hke of which was never seen and I wish 
thee to enjoy the sight.' 'To hear is to obey,* answered I, and 
nsing arrays myself in my finest raiment and nm^mgnts, and 
took with me a purse containing an hundred gold pieces* Then 
she brought me hither and hardly had I enter^ the house when 
the black seized on me, and I have remained in thi fr Ori se three 
whole years through the perfidy of the accursed beldam.” Then 
my brother asked her, “Is there anything of his in the house?"; 
whereto she answered, “Great store of wealth, and if thou art 
able to carry it away, do so and Allah gix^c thee good of it!” My 
brother went with her and sKp- opened to him aundry chests 
wherein were money hags, at which he waa astounded; then she 
said to him, “Go now and leave me here, and fetch men to remove 
the money.” He went out and hired ten men, but when he re- 
turned he found the door wide open, the damsel gone and noth' 
ing left but some small matter of coin and the lu^sehold stu^ * 
By this he knew? that the had overreached him; so he opened 
the stOTe rooms and seized what was in them, together with the 
rMt oi the money, leaving nothing in the house. He passed the 
night rejoicing, but when morning dawned he found at the door 
some twenty troopers who kid hands on him ^ying, '"The 
Governor wan^ thee!” My brother implored them liard to let 
him return to his house; and even offered tliem a large sum of 
money; but they refused and, binding iiim fast with oor^, carried 
him off. ^On the way they met a fnenj of my brother who dung 
to his ddre and implored his protection, beggii^him to stand by 
him and help to deliver him out of their han^. stopped, 


I "Amin'" n the WdftJ uasd hr quui-DC? (HI thi ; BjiJ ^ierr aj€ |« Millers 

ilKhxt our K»!dTcr« in Indid nrcsuikitis it linr man" or 

* UhnCTAniait tks F'E=-Ddui Mving hitciadf MFiWrt Kel|l a 






The Baksea's Tale of his Sixth BrvOTHER. J43 

and a^cd them wiiat the matter, and they answered, "The 
Governor hath ordered ua to bring this fellow before bun and, 
look ye, we are doing so.* *’ toother's friend ur^ged than to 
release him, and offered them live hundred dinars to let him go, 
saying, "When ye return to the Governor tel! him that you were 
unable to find him." But they would not hstan to his words and 
my brother, dragging him along on his fece, and set him 
before the Governor wiS> asked him, "Whence gottest thou these 
scuffs and monies?": and he answered," I pray for mercy f' So the 
Governor gave him thekerchief of mercyand he told him all that 
had fallen him from first to last with the old w^Moan and the 
flight of the damsel; ending ’with, "Whatso I have taken, take of 
it w’hat thou wdlt. so thou leave me aufficienr to support life."* 
But the Governor took the whole of the stuffs and all the money 
for himself; and, fearing lest the aff^ come to the Sultan's ears, 
he summoned my brother and said, "Depart flora this city, else 
I will hang thee." "Hearing and obedience" quoth my brother 
and set out for another town. On the way thieves fell foul of him 
and stripped and beat him and docked his ears; but 1 heard tidings 
of his misfortunes and wait out after him taking him clothes; and 
brought him secretly into the dty where I assigned to him an 
allowance fcff tncat and drink. And presently the Caliph pve 
ear to 


The Barber’s Tale of hif Sixth Brother, 

Mv sixth brother, O Commander of the Faithful, Shakaahik,‘ or 
Many'damours, the shorn of both lips, was once rich and became 
poor; so one day he went out to bee somewhat to keep life in him. 
As he was on the road he suddenly caught sight 01 a large and 
handsome mansion, with a detached bmlding wide and lofty at 
the entrance, where sat sundry eunuchs bidding and forbidding.* 


t Any wtick fitet finm the per** anJ given to n. mnunMt Is i ptotiiae of par^n, of 
Htttiw <m fhc Witpltcd ftUMliiiew cf pteiwir ‘ Kwf t endena. 

* A n»ivr pinpofol »liwte tbs plunski. ... > „ -j ■ 

' IftpopuW litBaBrt "SOtiiCibw,'* Atd from thu Mt CftlWKBWMrHyS A BanneCide a 

FcmL" AD illusion. , . , . J, ^ 

* Ut Cftimni i}k doer ii *ttU fl lun-c (Mtikim of Quid aod Kcicti Sui»e 

A «rhFi»- 




i44 


Aj^ Latlak wa Latiah. 


My brother enquired of one of those idling there and he replied, 
“The palace belongs to a scion of the house;'’ so he 

fi^ppcd^^up^ to the door-keepers and asked an alms of chein« 
“mtcr,” said they, ““by the great gate and thou s^Jt get what 
thou seekest from the Wasir our inaster." Accordingly he went 
in^d, passing through the outer entrance, walked on a while 
and presently came to a mansion of the utmost b^uty and elo' 
ga^ myed with marble, hung wnth cumins and having in the 
mdst of it a uowcr garden whose like he had never seen.* My 
broth^ stood awhile as one bewildered not knowing whither to 
turn his steps; then, seeing the ^rther end of the sitting-chamber 
tenanted, he walked up to it and there found a man of handsome 

E res^ce and comely bord. When this personage saw my 
rother he stood up to him and welcomed him and asked him of 
Im <^; whereto he replied that he was in want and needed 
ch^ty. Hearing these words the grandee showed great concern 
and, putting his hand to his fine robe, rent it exclaiming, “\\^t[ 
am I in a city, and thou here an-hungered? 1 have not patience 
to hsar such disgrace! Then he promised him all manner of good 
cheer and said, “There is no help but tfiat thou stay with me and 
eat of my sdt/'* “O tny lord,” answered my brother, “1 can wait 
no longer; for 1 am i^de^^d dying of hunger/’ So cried^ ^'‘Ho 
l^! luring basin and ewer;“ and, turning to my brother, said, 
O my guest come forward and wash thy hands/’ My brother 
rose to do so but he saw neither ewer nor basin; yet his host kept 
wastog hw hands with invkible soap in imperceptible water and 
eded, &ing the table I But my brother again saw nothing. 
Then ^d the host, “Honour me by eating of this meat and S 
not ashamed.” And he kept moving his hand to and fro as if he 
ate and saying to my brother, “1 wonder to see thee eating thus 
sparely: do not stint thyself for I am ^iie thou art ^shed," 
So my brother began to make as though he were eating whilst 
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his host kept saying to him, “Fall to, anti note espedally the es- 
ccUence of this bread and its whiteness!" But still my brother 
saw nothing. Then said he to himself, "This man is fond of pok' 
ing fiin at people;* *' and replied, "O my lord, in all my days I never 
knew aught more winsome than its whiteness or sweeter than its 
savour.’* The Barmeade said, "This bread was baked by a hand' 
maid of mine whom I bought for five hundred dinars," Then he 
called out, “Ho boy, bring in the meat pudding^ for our first di*i h i 
and let there be plenty of fat in itf’ and, turning to my brother 
said, ’*0 my guest, Allah upon thee, hast ever seen anything 
better than this meat'pudding? Now by my life, eat and be not 
abashed.” Presently he cried out again, “Ho boy, serve up the 
marinated stew= widh the fetted sand'grouse in it;’’ and lie said 
to my brother, “Up and eat, O my guest, for truly thou art 
hungry and needest food." ^ my brother began waging his 
jaws and made as if champing and chewing,^ whnst the h^t oon^ 
tinued calling for one dish after another and yet produced noth' 
ing save orders to eat. Presently he cried out, “Ho boy, bring 
us the chickens stuffed with pistachio nuts;” and said to my 
brother, “By thy life, O my guest, I hav^e fattened these chickens 
upon pistachios; eat, for thou hast never eaten tbdr liks.” “O 
my lord,'* replied my brother, “they are indeed firstTate,” Then 
the host began motioning wi th his hand as though he were giving 
my brother a mouthful; and ceased nottoenumerate and expatiate 
upon the various dishes to the hungry man whose hunger waxt 
still more violent, so that lus soul lusted after a bit of bread, even 
a batley'scone.^ Quoth the Barmecide, “Didst thou ever taste 
anything more deMdous than the seasoning of these dishes?"; 
and quoth my brother, “Never, O my lord 1" “Eat heartily and be 
not ashamed," said the host, and the guest, “1 have eaten my fill 
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of mest.” So the entertainer cried. **Take away and bring m the 
sweets;"’ and turning to my brother said, “Eit of thiaaJmond con' 
serve tor it is prime and cf these honey-fritters; taJte t h t 'r one, by 
my life, the syrup runs out of it/' "’May I never be bereaved of 
thee. O my lard,” replied the hungry one and i^gan to ask him 
sbou^ the abunda nce of must m the iiitterSn “Such is my cus' 
tom, he answered: ^tbey put me a dmar''weightofmusk in every 
hocey'tritter and half that Quantity of ambergris/’ All this time 
broker kept wagging hiQd and jaw's till the master cried, 
;^ou^h of this. Bring us the dessert!” Then said he to him, 
£at or these almonds and walnuts and raisins; and of EKiii and 
that (naming divers kinds of dried fruits), and be no: abashed/’ 
But my brother replied, ’O my lord, indeed 1 am full; 1 can eat 
no more.” “O my guert/’ repeated the host, “if thmi have a 
mind to these good things cat: Allah! Allah do not remain 
hungry;” but my brother rejoined, “O my lord, he who bath 
eaten of aii dishes How can he be hungry?” Then he coil" 
side red and sard to h i ms elf, ”1 will do that shall make h’m repent 
of these pranks, Presently the enterttuncr called out "Bring me 
the UTne;” and, moving his hands in the air, as though they had 
set It before them, he gave my brother a cup and said, “Take this 
emp and, if it please thee, let me know/' "O my lord,” he replied, 
it is notable as to nose but I am wont to drink wine tfi me 
twenty years old." “Knock then at this door.”* * quoth the host, 
tor thou canst not drink of aught better." “By thy kindn^"’ 
my b'otoer, morioning with his hand as though he were 
^ and joy to thee," exclaimed the house-master, 

and Iti^ed to fill a cup and drink it off; then he lianded another 
to my pother who quafi^ it and made as if he were drunken, 
t^scntly he took the ho€t uoEwares; 3Jid^ i^ising His arm till the 
wmto of his armpit appeared, dealt him such a cuff on the nape 
o 18 neck t^t the ^lace ^dioed to it. Then he came down 
him with a second cuff and the entertainer cried aloud 
What 13 this. O thou scum of the earth?" "O mv lord " 
replied my broker, "thou hast shown much kindness to thy slave, 
and admitted him into thine abode and given hiiri to eat of thy 
Aictual; then thou madest him drink of thine old wine till he 
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becafoe (drunken and boisterous; but thou art too noble not to 
bear with his ignorance and pardon fus offence." When the Bar- 
heard my brother's words he laughed bis loudest and said, 
‘'Long have I been wont to maJte na^ of men and play the 
madcap ammig my intimates, but never yet have 1 come across a 
single one who had the patience and the wit to enter into all my 
humours m^ve dryself: so i forgive thee, and thou shalt be my 
boon<ompanion in very sooth and never leave me/' Then he 
ordered the servants to lay the table in earnest and they set on all 
dishes of which he had spoken in sport; and he and my 
iK'other ate till they were sacisaed; after which they removed to 
the dnn Ving ' chamt^ , where they lound danii^ls like moons w’ho 
sang all manner songs and played on all manner itistruments.^ 
There they remained drinking till their wine got ^e better of 
them and the hret treated my brother like a &niliar friend, so 
that be Ivca m**^ as it were his brother, and bestowed on him a robe 
of honour and loved b«n with exceeding love. Next morning 
the two fell again to feasting and carousing, and oeased not to 
lead this life for a term of twenty years; at the end of which the 
Baimecide died and the Sultan took poss^ion of all bis w'ealth 
and squeezed my brother of bis savings, rill he was leit a pauper 
without a penny to handle. So he quitted the city ana 0ed forth 
following his face/ but, when he uras haif way between two 
towns, wild Ambs fell on him and bound him and earned him 
to their camp, where his captor proceeded to torture him, ^ying, 
"Buy thy life of me with thy money, else 1 will sky thee!" My 
brother began to weep and replied, "By Allah, I have nothing, 
neither gold nor silver; bur I am thy prisoner; so do with me what 
thou wut/' Then the Dadawi drew a knife, broad-bladed and so 
ihaip'gnded that if plunged into a earners throat^ it would sever 
it clean across from one jugular to the other, and cut olf my 
Mother's lips and waxed more instant in requiring money. Now 
this Badawi bad a fair wife w'bo in her hushed's absence used to 
make advances to my brother and offer him her favours, but he 
held off from her. One day she began to tempt him as usual and 


^ ^hT Ml nndcvm. 
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he played with her and made her ait on hia lap, when lyh old. in 
came the ^dawi who, seeing this, cried out, ‘^Woc to thee, O 
accursed villain, wouldest thou debauch my wife for me?’* Then 
he took a knife and cut off my brother's yard, after which he 
bound him on the back of a camd amh carrying him to a moun,' 
tmn, left him there. He was at last found by some who recog" 
nised him and gave him meat and drink and acquainted me wiui 
his condition; whereupon I went forth to hun and brought him 
hack to &ghdad where I made him an allowance sufficient to live 
rai- This, then, O Cotmnander of the Faithiui, is the hiscory of 
iny six brothers, and 1 feared to go away without relating it all to 
thee and leave thee in the error of judging me to be like 
And now thou knowest that 1 have sfe brothers upon my Kawd n 
a^, being more upright than they, I support the whole family. 
When the Cahph heard my story and ail 1 cold him concerning 
my brothers, he laughed and said, “Thou sayest sooth, O Silent 
hlan! thou art ind^d spare of speech nor is there aught of for** 
wardness in thee; but now eo forth out of this city and settle in 
some other.’" And he bani^ied me under edict. 1 left Baghdad 
and travelled in foreign parts till I heard of his death and the 
accession of amther to the Caliphate. Then I returned co Bagb- 
dad where I J^urtd all my brothwis dead and clianced upon 
young man, to whom 1 rendered the kindliest service, for without 
me he bad surely been kilied. Indeed he slanders me and 
roe of a fault which is not in my nature; and what he reports cod'* 
ceming impudence and meddling and forwardness is idle and 
^se; for verily on hfe account 1 left Baghdad and travelled about 
tuU many a country till I came to this dty and met him here in 
your company. And was not this, O worthy assemblage, of the 
generosity of my nature? 


The End of the Tdilor'j Tale. 

Then ouo^ the Tailor to the King of China:—When wc heard 
toe Barber's tale and saw the esceas of hijs Iciquacity and the way 
in vrhich he bad wronged this young man, we laid hands on him 
and shut him up, after which we sat down in peace, and ate and 
drank and enjoyed the good things of the macriage'feast till the 
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time of the call to mid'aftemoon prayer, when 1 left the party and 
returned borne. My wife received me with sour looks and said, 
“Thou goest a'pleasurmg among thy friends and thou leavest me 
to sit sorrowing here alone. So now, unless thou take me abroad 
and let me have some amusement for the nest of the day, I will 
cut the rope* and it will be the cause of my separation frtan 
thee.'* So I took her out and we amused ourselves till supper 
time, vi?beR we rctumed home and fell in with this Hunchback 
who was brimful of drink and trolling out these rhymes;— 

"Clear's tfae wine, the cup's fine; * Like co like they opoahine: 

It is wine and not cupl * 'Tis a cup and not wineT 

So I invited him to sup with us and went put to buy fried fish; 
after which we sat down to eat; and presently my wife took a 
piece of bread and a fid of fish and stuffed them into his mouth 
and he choked; and, thou^ 1 slapped him long and hard between 
the shoulders, he died. Then 1 carded him off and contrived to 
throw him into the house of this leach, the Jew; and the leach 
contrived to throw him into the house of the Reeve; and the 
Rittve contrived to throw him on the way of the Nasarene broker. 
This, then, b my adventure which bdel me but yesterday. Is not 
it more wondrous than the ato^ of the Hunchback?^ When the 
King of riKina heard the TailOT’s tale he shook hb head for 
pleasure; and, showing great surprise, said, ‘*Thb that passed 
between the young man and the busy-body of a Barber b indeed 
more pleasant and wcnderhil than the story of my lying knave of 
a Hunchback." Then he bade one of his Chamberlains go with 
the Tailor and bring the Barber out of jail, saying, “I wish to 
the talk of this Silent Man and it shall be the cause of your dc' 
hveranoc one and all; then we will bury the Hunchbajii for that 
he b dead since yesterday, and set up a tomb over hint —And 

Shahrazad perceived the dawn of day and c e a s ed to say her pcT' 
mitted say, 


mftn ft taia? ttie tElifrt^^-faurtt .^Ig^t, 

She said, It hath reached me, O auspicious King, that the King of 
China l^de, “Bring me the ferber who shall be the cause of your 
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deliverance; then we will bury this Hunchback, for that he is 
dead airvce yesterday and set up a tomb over him."' So the Cham' 
E^erlain and the Tailor went to the jail and, releasing the B^ber, 
presently returned with him to the Kine. The Sultan of nhina 
looked at Kim and considered him tarefuny and lo and behold! he 
was an ancient man, past his ninetieth year; swart of faty-, wUte 
of beard, and hoar ot eyebrows; lop-eared and probosas-nosed,* 
■with a vacant, silly and ccnceitien expression ^ countenance. 
The King laughed at this figure o' fun and said to him, “O Silent 
Man, 1 desire thee to tell me somewhat of thy Wstory.'* C^oth 
the Barber, “O King of the age, allow me fee to ask inec what is 
the tak of this Namrene and this Jew and this Moslem and this 
Hunchback (the corpse) I see among you? And prithee what 
may be the object of this assemblager Quoth the King of China , 
“Ajid why dost thou aak?" he replied, **m order that 

the King's majesty may know that I am no forward fellow or 
busy-body or impertinent meddler; and that I am innocent of 
their calumnious charges of overmuch talk; for I am he whose 
name is the Silent and indeed peculiarly happy is my 

aohdijuet, as saith the poet;— 

Whifn a nicktBiiie or Itnte mme men desi^ * Know diat tutuie with mrr^ 
shall full oft odtnhide.*' 

Then said the King, ^'Explain to the Barber the case of this 
Hunchback and w^hat befcl him at supper-time; also repeat to htn^ 
the stories told by the Namrene, the Jew, the Reeve, and the 
Tailw; and of no avail to me is a twice-told tale." They did his 
bidding, and the Barber shook his head and s atcl j "By Allah, this 
is a marvel of mpvels? Now uncover me the corpse of yonder 
Hunchback." I hey undid the winding'sheet and he sat down 
and. Caking the Hunchbadc's head in his lap, looked at his fwe, 
and laughed and guSaw'd- till he fell upon bis back and said, 

* Hw hrvt 4 «n-rts|»ndjixg wirii ihe (if the Siien^Lai^ 

NtBAJlLir B hthib q>xa,liruiTi tit artmmtT 

NoKitiLf A aitso qiunn m Jiitita inn; 
i A m-odth thowi whaf* the nuke of W 

Aid iiuo'* meiEiuk kmjwf hy the kc^h of hU aax.} 

WWefd 1 wcfiaLi aild:— 

AnJ the dtsdckK how ih* wig giWB- 

The ohm^idivii nrt petedy em^'dnl htit, at hr su cxpo-icate i?*tcndi, Kmci. 

■ Vrd?- A wx lerW priKcniing. 
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“There is wander in every death,' but the death of this Hunch- 
back 13 worthy to be written and recorded in letters of hquid 
gpld!" The bystanders were astounded at his words and the 
Kiig marvelled and said to hi», “What aib thee, O Silent Man? 
ExpUtn to U 3 thy words!" “O King of the a^" said the Barber. 
“I W-ear by thy beneficence that there is stUl life in this Gob bo 
GoHghdy!" Thereupon he pulled out of his ^vaist-belt a 
barber's budget, whence he took a pot of ointment and anointed 
therewith the neck of the Hunchback and its arteries. Then he 
took a pir of iron tweeters and, inserting them, into the Hundi' 
back's threat, drew out the lid of fish with its bone; and, when 
it to sight, behold, it was toaked in blood. Thereupon the 
Hunchback sneeted a hearty sneeae and jumped up as if nothing 
had happened and passbg hb hand over his face said, “I testify 
that there is no but the God, and 1 testify that Mohammed 
is the Apostle of God,” At this sight all present wonder^; the 
King of China laughed till he fainted and in like manner did the 
others. Then said the Sultan, “By Allah, of a truth t is the 
most marvellous thing 1 ever saw! O Moslems, O soldiers all, 
did you ever in the lives of you see a tnan die and be quL^ened 
again? Verily had not Allah vouchsafe to him this Barber he 
had been a dead man!" Quoth they. ‘^By .^Ulah, 'tis a marvel of 
marvels." Then the King of China bade record this tale, so they 
recorded it and placed it in the royal muniment-rooms t al^ 
which he bestowed costly rot^ of honour upon the Jew, the 
Nasaraie and tbe and bade them depart in aH 

Th^n he gave the Tailor a sumptuous dress and appointed hitn 
his own tailor, with suitable pay and allov-nincesi and made peace 
between him and the Hunchb^k., to whom al^ he presents a 
splendid and expensive suit with a suitable stipends He did ^ 

C !XOii$ly with the Barber, giving him a gi/c and a dress erf 
our; moreover he settled on him a handsome solde and 
created him Barber'^surgeon? of state and made him one of his 
companions. So they ceased not to live the most pleasurable life 
and the most delecmble, till there came to them the D^troyer or 
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all delights and the Sunderer of all societies, the Depopulator of 
anti the Garnerer for ^vcs. Yet, O most auspicious 
(Mntuiura Sbahiasad) thm tale is by no means morewoo'' 
dcmil than that of the two Wants and Anis al-TaUs. CJuoth 
^tec Dunyaad, “And what may diat be?“; whereutxin 
she began to relate the following talc ^ 
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Fiat fajuttida mat oclura . 'm 

Eim penomil pronoun placed first 
for rHpecr ^ 

Fitnah=feWt, teduciton, n^ 

chief: beaudhil girli aphrodiiiac 

+ ^ I u 

perrume « » 

Folwwlug linnet faj^g at iandool . 34/ 

Friday n^t =our Thurtdajr nighr 269 
Friday Sctvwe detcribod . r 313 
Fnaliei of high-born hdir* . 328 

"Flui** = pfaciiral Jak^ of the 


Karstai . 22(1 

Futfir = breahiait 30D 


and liter nlhwnm - 2J9 

Ghacbt — a pUoe where water iinkst 
lowland * 333 

Ghame = wlnMiig, d^ing mth the 
eye . . 292 

Gha^ fofdfl^r . 95 

Ghawizi 214 

Chad itLhan^t (iplmdug of giili) — 
yirmioclli 33 

Chimin Wuldin, the hcmrriful 
ycuthf of paradise < . .211 

Ghfitah ^ thkkJy grema kr«Uml - 1 15 
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Air Laylak wa Laylah. 


Gh^liJi = q^fcn _ , , 55 

Gdngiirugbr to ifw pmai prefitntd 

ic Ele k Miottr . > 563 

Gold nukes lioU . . ^ J40 

GrnufHi4oor usu^jr kf 31? 


]'lA6B=$nLiii fifthe he:ut * . 250 

Hiibltim]r^i “ gndB-ulkn* ijiuftrr 2^ 
Hffbibj cupheni]^ ^ lover . . 223 

ILiihiltp owamitopcieck = bcigh-bq! 76 

Hair sh£>dil bt jliounnl nU to ifrcw 
or be sbaim of . JK>d 

Hiilr-d)rts all vq^ettlite znotta- . 216 
^loiati = Aleppo ^ ^ . 293 

llsmmxcni ^ng w Ehfi“pjiiV4^ 
Irawntt . , . .250 

, showing that ■ WOmilqV 
monfhlf iilmejit b over , 2E6 

Hajim — Harem, used for the in- 
mats, wifa, ere- . . 16S 

Hariuht ■ faTOuriw dSth i3l 

Huanca yi HagAn^betie dkcuij 
Jkrudcizof , _ 151 

Hailikhj tnioucant prepm>ed of 
bcjnp , , 22i 

Ifaato jro to ulrntkdi^ pm of the 

Aaiii .... 224 

llitif=iny?imoui rake I4l 

Haok] Hauk.! >= hEduwt , 221 

Hcddinihcpotc—lnToihcnoDU . 175 

Higk.-lKidi;umeii Llaiiiicl h faTDiuilc 
with ^\nah tiJe-feUen S4 

popoliir term or ahutf . 155 

Honoseopea^ etc. . , 212 

Honcplay h^uenijy ending In tras- 
tinaik , * .215 

Rotuc of I^ce = Bflg^iiii . . I35 

Honci of Lamentation ia Moslem 
bctriiiJ-griouniis . . , 54 

Humnunf uai a favourite pmctiec 
withMwIeina. 3ll 

Hiinehbaek looked qpem wttik fear 

and aTeTHOfl . . 2iS 

jl-.4yn—nfith eyes of Hrely 
white aeui blank ^ 50 

Hurt — gcnileni4iji , . , 254 

Hurry ii /roEu Hell . 264 


Ibrat — neecyfrfnttr umLlUat — 
waraius, a raYooFttejli^ , 104 

lbrilt “cwer, and Tlihr — hisn^ 
liseil for wiuiui^ rhe hand* , 241 

IMt, dividal SncD two race* like 
mankitui - . ,11 

Ifntadi — ahe-lfrir , . * 24 

Ehdjk=en«nnpES3oig^»tho white 
rnckto the blai^ of the eye . 49 

Ihn*az=^iluddne wii^ . 50 

Ikin = liiijIenL, pow oLiiintcR . 270 
IkUm — the seven dimatta of 
Ptokmy . . * . 233 

lira dt.Ruym~SpjriniiHatiT 305 
Imprtrtiiing idU manmnn Hir i m^ ^ T 
fht Baii^n . , ^ . 39 

Tafiest IfliirhU amod^git ftncknr poa- 
^ P^a ... . ,110 

InhErttaEKe. law of^ settled hj the 

J^ran . . ^ / , 174 

imhid ^ oaa}uring by AUah , H 

liiKikEtCE and ItcexKo of paWe girb 2s6 
lutcibet of man stronga: dun ■ 

Jinni's . * ^ 43 

iDternally woanded ^ekk it hem S 
Inwi — jerking die date.*!onc 25 

U aLi^abSr = tihc Great Fntival . 28 

lahi^ thc int watch of the night 175 
lair = idtort wwn an ttII . . 163 


Ja — Tsmirastrng stmutgly 

with hk maitEr * - * 102 

/aMrku; — PcTs: Chchir-ltafl^ foot 
person* , , . ^ ^ ^ 

Jitinat aLNa^lm Xhn Gardeni of 
I>ei^a, Btaveo , , 9S 

Jaiirab ^ E^nlcuuia, Arabia , 2 

Jaefnir aLKhliLiUt^ ErttlbJ hk$ 

= CanafiM * - , . 141 

the bri^b befom 
the brijEgmom . ^ ^ 

Jinn — tlie Prcficb i^etk, the Hindu 

KaksbRio or Taksha ^ , lo 

Joseph of the bCflnui very diffitreuE 
Onm. hlni of Gcisa^ ^ I't 

Jiudn = BJTtali-pcac , ^ ! 256 

Jtindo^^maiiiiett p. * , ID 


Ilu* “ fepnlier 4 * * 13 

Jhn Harufl = non of adultery i 

HM ElCCXUdri^X wfll* fjjng on die 
IMTcni , . . ,231 


I^'am ~^Feujnd^8otif hall , ^ gl 

Ki^ah (sahxm) = ^Eie bouse* man* 

, ' - * ,252 

KJbul-mcn noted foe Sodomy * 259 

popularly — OuitiMm . 72^ J33 








KihlMih — irlwre 

rUHkr tbe ty^ 

Gdi lined Mith Kdiil 
KjhkjJtiJk = hewK-lnughttT 
Kuhr^niiitir = Fwmery ^nrmsA . 

KiiU = ie*dcr ... 

Kilam = reoi-jpea 

K«Um ■i*Mijl)i!l = the pctniltted 

tAf , , . . . 

Kjtl umlsr = mndiciint menk 

KimAi AlflyT*^ ~ straiabt stamtt 
Kamb — vbifi, ecc. 

Kit^M—bk of Icjthct - 

]Ciiif={nnicii]2ii{ . « 

Kafhi^lmt-Siaani== poetical ver- 
miim tif the Vri!ial-Katk£ ^ 

Kaui ii-Banduk = pcUet-bflv 
KaitiAr =* tktt Ksmmiui <if poefA * 
Kawwiil~ punp. 

Kiyiniin nec P^crwti Kjeigi , 
Keylulah = fksta 
KdFtariruN = superior kind of B amt 
Kasi — Jud^ In rcligbui [nata=n . 
Kerchief of msfcy 
Khidici = aerraut* (BliKty aprlkd 
to A cartrafii , , , ^ 

K]l*li' 4 = worn oat; wag 
Khahfai—Vtesr of Allah; succe^ 
sor of Jt Sanxoi] . * # 

Khin "^^earaTnoEtfi - 
iTIijm A3«.^£iflrur, in Crifo^ fkinouA 
m iFie iStb ccnlury 
Rhanjar^ hanjcr 
Kharnuh — reaiilnf m- nririu^ the 
whole Koran . . « ^ 

Khirtrir =• h<?s - * . - 

KhuEix=.iooncs « 

Kbi^=^ WAiluii0 ahdOi. * 
Khyar^ Khims, cjncunatopocdc, osed 
in a EcA-^pelt .... 
Kiikg'f- baxher * man of rmk 
''Ki*V ^ Kiitjr" . 

Kinlng the tytA a. pAtcmil iilute « 
Kohl ™ pcFwdeced antimooy for the 
eytSids , , , ^ - 

-proYcrbialljf njed , » ; 

Koran Eiiwtcd (ax.). . * - 

-(U.341 . . * - 

-{xxy-,31) , . . . 

-(idx. 6$) . 

^|^VIi)k t, w * * 
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12S 
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13 
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Konui qyfltfd (Errii.) 

-fir.^ xi.)_. 

-‘ (¥ti| KTlil.J 

-^a .)/ , 

--0^9) . 

- ihrl . 

-(^J 

-(tviii.f . 

-(xvB.J . 

--- (XKXvU 69) 

-- {^} 

-nipix) , 

-(irjk 

-(riu. 17) , 

-(«!-) 

- -<liL 128) . 

fCuir =ifejeediil the TrtB ReEgbia 
KalkzE£=^ colomiiA roota 

Kullah =|£Si4a^t 

Kumkym—a ^rcMiffpcd feofttfc 
for iprink-lii^ fiftns* 

Kiri — tjeaehfir of the carrect pftw 


41 
119 

m 

m 

2LJ 

22D 

240 

141 

2*9 

251 

256 

257 
174 

tf. 

29S 

3C^7 

169 

272 
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rmndadon cf iht Koran • 113 

Kiimcalw^yn^codnessofiheeye 73 
Kitra hw taken the place tjf Iklll . 370 

Ktirsl (eheir^ Eh™K)=dcsfc qt 
lioql for Komn . , » 167 

Kish^irSrah = hwripllariofl, vfmp- 
tom of great joy or fear , . 251 


L^VMa;= apLuv'thiDgi, a * 

\aj figure . ■. * 145 

Li ftjtrtf Hfiik ~=~ Heavett Jeprire la 
not oF tJicc ... 268 

Uihbayka — liere am t, crilcd 
Tallnyah . . . , 226 

Laybr aUSVafi = the flight of eom- 
plctAM m'the Nik^Bood * - 19 C 

li Haula^ etc = thtru li cm 

rt?:. ^ ^ 69 

Li tawiliiahiii — do nor make us 
dcanLutc ,. . 4 . 61 

Li tawikhimi — do not chaAtae in 
“Oxciueua . . , 164 

Latter nighr^Juior* hetweett the 
hut deep an J dawn. . . 24 

Laughing in onek face not inicfidcd 

4ti an a^RhOtic . . - ^ JIO 

I , yhp |Tlif ft rate and lign of a troubled 

spirit . , , . * 248 

tifeyhfeath In the nostrib = hearl 

Is the mouth . 


42 























AtP La^-lah wa Lavlah. 




Uke mcTChet Ulcc t^Bu^hccr 

LrirET = s«C g/ (KuBM J7 

Lofifuli = Arabic luiguagc, «liti % 
irricaM^n^. dKlwui^ 251 

tmiemns the iiKcr on iiqzMkatf tn 
ifrtmcn nrvciinncd enly hf a 
i^rciE CAlMinity ^{4 

IjGlroi&h — raaq^ful > » » 161 


Maum^ = fhpinrv modftn 

d*tt: - . , . , 223 

MftgDct Mwniufu, fftble probfllU^ 

bMii tm ribfr o iixL iMi > . ^ 140 

bl lut-tDAt Jind hitb«7;gct>tl femili* Ajt a. 

fiGrtcnn^ nream , 1^1 

Mii'fni = tmitten mxh the 

cTilc^. . .123 

— madm«n .10 
MekSiis wincF 259 

^[flilkMtnJli1 = Kaa'i Gnift . 2I 

Mdlik Of MjIilSc = Seraph « Sovran 253 
ManiliMt — white ilitrci trained To 
«™ . . , 11 

Mirid ^cantuiTtsicfout Jlnni 41 

Nfimtin (fitzm Pa% B|iTi5riiitjnV= 

place ofakkiust , , ,231 

hfjinTLBr=marble , * 195 

Martian not valid wirhowf reedpt 
efaeideniiim . _ , , 276 

Mi»h« HI = beater oi a erevKt 
(MvAb'ftl) . .259 

Maafht ^ foilowcr of the Mcs£taJi , 25t 

Mukhut = iramfortiinj (mo^tli^ 

Into wntthing hijiemu}; a itarue 165 
hi(nhiinipodllE) , 172 

MjuuI (Motui) altodui^to tlte junc¬ 
tion of AaiTrin tnd 9ab]rbnla » 62 

Nlavdin= parailr grouoJ _ 46 

Maymuiiiilig pi^vxrliai tmme now 
forpittcn . , « S7 

Meat rwly cokiiUtd rit mnJera 
dapi * JlO 

Merchwn:* ftiul *t»pk«pert emy^ 
iflff iworda , \ ,54 

Miao or Mati=CBt 220 

Mitra^ah — palm-rocl 99 

Mihrib tml MItujti, $3niiboli of 

VcQut AEuI Friapurt? , * |66 

Milh^iad-t ... 340 

Miracles pcffqnnsd bjr Salnta' rtimbi 241 
Miikil =71-72 in gold* uted 

fht dinar _ . , 126 


^fitTp hfixax = b«r . . 72 

Muk» compared with pcarU . t77 

MafKlay = tecond day, i^EK^htsdof 
fftisi Sabbaeh (Sanirday), . 366 

Money Otrkd In the coma itT ■ 
handltothlcf . .271 

Monoctilaft anlod^ fo meet . 335 

.MqbuI *tuF= jmiilin , , , 229 

MHmda = mtiEi1il> hcapt outlpng 
Euteni drin . . i 7| 

hfdutK Compar^J to the rtog of 
Sulayman . . . 

Mu"*rrMi=piitip . 333 

Muhihz^diatnct^fowiujr . 259 

M$ihakkab — ''Conri-hnnil” , T29 

Muhemmufali ~ Iriiiaodwl . 236 

Miijitib|= tEk Aoetpeed 77 

Muftakkiduih — woman who apw 
piles the d)ne ta a face . . 27tl 

Mormu = die Kkcr . . 77 

MuiEiipha = the Choflen . i4. 

Muraw^nr = Prefect of Pbtia 259 

Mtfiayyb — Bgaio of fbe F-Jti , 204 


S"Mtn =(^itiirw-vtalf . p 234 
Nadd, a eempmmd perfume , 310 

Kaddibah ~ moumin^^woniaQ , 311 
Nadfm = cupwCnttpuTiinn . 46 

Nafai — breeth ^ . 107 

Nttfa =Kmil, life . ... #4. 

Ndhaa ufar = hrum , 40 

Naldij (atwad) = copper , 

Nikftu nrJlihln=we art on tErnu of 

,344 

Kahs = naatT , . 301 

Nilhah = keener^ hi ted mourner _ 311 

KaScednett paraphrased * 337 

Nakfb, aearmvaodcankr, chiefs iyudk 269 
Name df Aliak i Eitnxiuceii into an ip^ 
decent tak easeneially E^yptimi] \t 
NaJ7li=Nan3fs«j . . 294 

Nukh =a)pyitif hand . . I2f 

Natrini = fellower of Him af 

Nararcth - 25H 

Nai'a “ Icailicr used by way nf 
cablc-cloth « - 20 

Nara' iLdam — the father of blood M$ 

NatPcI aa to beauty ami bimlfli 44 

Nnrocaofaalamarkof hoEumr ^ 350 

Negrmo preferred by dehandtcd 

women ^ . 6 





[hdm. 359 


NW imwn hegjTining we- 

ftilljr looked 6 jr . . . S 4 

Site-wttcT *wwr ami Ie^i £90 

Mnetccf) Uk epc df en oldkh oU 

mud i±i E^jrpi . in 

S*wy meninunir Kandakmi Cq 

Moatem '^rop«t*Htity” , 9S 

N'aLhi»K fbr nolhu^ a ictml 

^Aftjwwr , S7 


Oats % seHom iMjqg 

Moftemi ... * 119 

0 ^^ = £ufi^ Arabii , 13 

Orkmai ofgie di^crent ironi £ur> 
pean . . . 9 J 


pAiE&EJi-iKiDO? t& ge^ nvjic nwpey JOl 
PAwtdodeff fatidfy mTimo a 313 

Fniii Jodccy-alub tcctie antiapaied 327 
FutKiJy iSn. tha EcHifii^tkratif AEloll't 
Umty . . . . _ 177 

PATTOi-iCdry a irvrEd^ifide folk-loi^ 52 
PiLuettem ui difficuliie* uke tom- 
iRAnd 140 

Fwl, i U p p OB Cd to loKCirkE per CcsL. 

per lULR. of i ^ ftpTcDdQur 165 

FHntlyjfran^^ rKS of iVnaan Kings 7J 
P\isA (gmuid)* s^TiEuryciu fof 46 

Plural must, iu^ by way ofmsdaty 
when a girl idd»» W later . 9H 
Poetry of the Arabn rettufm krwjwU 
edge of [he Deierr ra tac unckx- 
atooii . 130 

PomegranaU! fruit nupposcd m con- 
fain wed IreREi gorden 134 
Prime MLniitcr ^mywg fish to the 
cookmaid . . 63 

PtivTi A dah with tlir Irv fmcit trod a 
nniud hole behind ^ . 12L 

Pmwcrbf mac to nature . , 307 


QAiiqoK-f^KiuM (fwiod m the 
fubjm of hoeofcopca, etc- , 213 


RjLVtiuiiYAHp a caoipqjig ffeund 

ncur Cairo 245 

RayKAni = m caiTred charaiser ^23 

Riift^cjLptaiii of a shep . ^7 

Rjjaa — the levcn th Bahr of Atabic 

pTmit , .251 

(Ujul Ikhtlyilr^ kiuddlje-aged man SI 


Reffcifd of * pft freatrat 33^ 

KeoJiiig of gaimenli aa i^n of 
lomaw or vertatioo * . . 30i 

fieqxet tknwn to parttof the body, 

eauvhe, ere. p , , - 

Reding on ihc tesa an M BtbEcal 
practice . . . 762 

Rtmi can . . « - 13L 

RofUtin — day itadoJi . .29 

Rukil " cor rc i pQ o deiiog bjmdi . 12S 

Rnkhim = abJbaatn ^ . 19S 

Rukn'taru=Wi-bow prayer . N2 


SlA*JLB =r 4mpicioujiiei9^ pi«peficyi 

derivanvea . . « 9 

Siilir ^ padEiioeajid ika, swrcEof 

piltll .... I 

Sadaf^^cowne , ^19 

SaiUlvh = woluntaiT Ahnit, op^wd 

to Zaltit - . . .1 339 

$iidd = «lhdykfi - . 114 

Sayd wa Kanoa = huniiaB and 


couning. ... 9 

SdKib = ODmpaQiwi^ ueed oa ■ 

Wezmal fide , . .237 

sdhib at^harCah^ chief of the 
wafdi {Prefk:K of FbTicc) 259 

Sdhib >Ufai = master of hreAth, t 
mu»r saunf tualifig by experadoii 107 
Sihkl Matf ” the fiver lidc (at 
Cairn] _ . . 291 

&t}*a = rhymed prow ^ 116 

Sakhr d-Jinni alSnckd to 41 

Sikiyah = the Permn water whed 113 
pn^het sent to THI^ 169 

SftlmS and Layla “ om ^^Maty and 
Maxtbi“ ... 365 

Some*mo WA ta atan to be iransUred 
Vamnnly ... 96 

Samn~dttrihed buner . = 144 

SAr" vejukJia . - Ulli IH 

SarimL = biig or pettioQai trtnuers 222 
Saniab — nmfei g t ound mem 340 

$AiTif=ArieMfldiart*\*ikwr . 2 ia 

Sa^sanid^ . ... m IS 

iSawlb = reward in Heaven .. 96 

Sealding a iiunvp In nt eommon 
itiifcry praciioe . « 

Scorpions of the Unw “ aarnxhe- 

etc- . » ,168 

Scaling a coveml dkh a necessary 

precaution against pcison 4 244 
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Alf Laylah wa Laylah. 


SWi tha rwd“tlM MediUrrxji™! 

AjvJ the liidba Ocean . . 173 

SepaLrhrc^ cmnwn^f edSed “i 
GtikWjiH’- , . . .105 

Severn or edidoiu of the 

Kcrieq ^ p - k 1|3 

SKIhb = Tcnith between ptiboty 
and forty ^ . 55 

Sbabliiibi^i%hl wtanoa « . ^ 

ShakiLk jil-Nq'umiii = ennmror . ITS 
ShilLfi'iid=ciiy-fiw. - H 

Sbahryir = dry friends . . 1 

Shall — iCiiif -af lit Age p 
Sbayicb = aji oU man* elder, chiefs 26 
SKayJtb, Shaj^bab = frry-bcard* 

aUscer . . k « * 55 

Stu^Udi — 13nb (alifl lamp, widt, 
etc.) k * . . . 359 

Shaking arkd luddiog the hciid,unU 
i^raul {atm of £8iure Ittngiiagc 300 
Shim (S/na) = lcmd on the kit^ 
^opposed ti> Al-Yanum=iMd on 
the nght , , .83 

^’’Shaftie*' aUtwkd to m 

parent? of an abnacJ person . 2Z7 

Shwnpwn^ the ln:t . « 117 

Shann^tah tati«7 JErucrir- 

peta; ahredi of meat — Kxdid . 163 

Shimah — tCh51t mole ati the diedk 167 
Share =a Talhiyah or ay 

Labbaykii « . . . 725 

SKatm = obscene abu« . > iS2 

Shiy>'un n'llihi = per amw di tHo 329 

Swddiog tenrkiooiisgrajx for a maJi 6S 

Sham kiimpburarh — the fnittdfiidili 
namD of Cod^ Heaved on the 
ical-fmg of Sbkitxion . . 173 

ShibUi ^ahotitidi^ itars . . 224 

Shiflc tpartneriiitp) “ Synthmanij 
DuBliam, Tnnit3na.nbLm , » ISt 

Shop* caenposed of A and a 

"ben" . . . - S16 

Shwi^trr preceding the ^’magnedt" 

trajice » - . p « 44 

Shuhiiiili martyn, exeenaTe 

p . ^ 

Shuhid = awesKirs of the Kem** 

Coorc i . 21 

Simrayhp feeder than the fox . ^ 252 

5huibiib~cop'ki»c of hsje k * 300 

feiaf^dLimcr rabk ^ ^ * 173 

Sittdyl =whiK magpe . k 305^332 
Sitting on Bhini Kod kneca m trying 

pcHTure * p * * 130 


SJavM fa44oed by detwiched women 191 
SUw of the rdooii =di|Ft of the 

mooti , , . 91 

Smug^ng men into cbc Harem _ = 2S2 

Snatching tiff the titfhand * P*T^ 
indujuy .... 259 

Sofir«iied, Acxributcafbeiuty . IIS 
Sebmon't dea t h fislag tie diic of a 
uic . . , il 

"Son'* maxi for ‘^grojidjon” aa 

rupee aflaed-nnaie - 243 

Sou of a ceacdry Hundred yean 
obi . . . . 126 

SoEii of Adam — men ^ - * I30 

Son? of Slain—SaisiKdde* - ♦ 2 

Speaker himaelf fint . . 33 

Spittle dried tip from tear . # 2&5 

Stri^ broken in (he int bciOt = 
failure tit the Snt atlempE . 54 

Scrcoc melodiaa chaii^ag with 
faaJiion ..... dll 
Striking the rigbe hmd npon the 
left dgn of vtctadnxt . ^3 

Striking with the ahoc^ the pipe- 
nick, CIO.J, highly insoldnig . 1^ 

Subh4-1^b ” falK dawn . , 70 

Suhh-}-?idik. “ tnin dawn _ . * 

Socking the toogae = '^ktaring with 

th* ictnef lip" , , K - 3^0 

Sufnh = dinner tahle . . * 170 

Sugar-adok — Germait 2^dter- 


pOppnhcn . ... 1S7 

SoHv ator in the Great Bear . 
^dayrnan and SikKr mt-Juihi , 42 

Suikm =laiMer: whippEPg'Pflac - 331 

5iilua=cng3tiaBn| hand f - 12i 

Sums of largo arucKini weiahed j 201 
Sun greering Mohiiniiiifid . . 45 

SupentitSou^ praciicet not oonBricd 
to the lower orders . i. . 40 

Sujriyah — eoncuUlfve » » * 27 

Su''ujkii = dragorip oockatnoe ^ 

Tannin . . * ^ « 172 

So^ud used u a Odtincer udnir . 379 

Suwan — syenite , « ^ 230 


H kind of oiwmatopoeric 
grunt . < ^ - 320 


Tailw made tocm uue thfi chsth in 
owthcr^a preacfULC . * . 321 

Tlldyah, cjioEce worn imJer the 
Fei^ *hiilt-eap . * - 224 

TeUHyah = the ciy L^bbayka . 226 
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Tjunmui=Jiil^ r ^ . S3 

Tiurntr Hajmi = flower of pnTO * 13 

^ ^ llS 

Tjith 6 ^^feTL Sni-pfijht bciuJ 

^xrwS I . « « il. 

Tailfe=ctw tJw irjiT ^ . 156 

TMjiEi!naii=trucbroi4i^dri|iDniitrk, lOO 

TiiHh = iid\rtbg ill ifec Subh , ISJi 
Taur iThauf, Slur), ■ vtnenMe 
jrmnuiir of un-ipllt ipeedi . 16 

TiwfcaliE^ obrni&BOOi namt m 

Eiiiiuch . ^ . 235 

Teari ibsd trw^ pnEft tc|taiHlfafi . 203 

Tlinuimil iliiliiimf md UioUiAnd 
dinjfi=£125 and £SOD rc- 
fcpecrivelj ^ 

Thiw days term of biApiiiitlti' ^ 3 

Throwing om = bBitiiuuio on the 
bidt , , . . r 343 

ntw = cTTubcd itraw . . . t 6 

Toblti (Himyieniic) — the Gre^t of 
Chief « 4 . . L 21:6 

Tun^uc of the Ok ~ fmrda mg- 

geittdby'flitcirttifflitiJias , 12t 

Ttigh3fifl=Kufr, of fhe 

Trtstf Rdipon . . . 

TfiT»ir=tmciil kftten , 129 

Turhand nor poE upon ihc ground 
cutd'rBpert ^ .223 

^urk^ prabibfr a Late oddidba . 52 

Tojitioi itiujid la despair ^gaioat on 
oppmor , , , T 246 


UPAttp pTDperlT^ Gu^piiTiDC nxmi 

o( a oonnubtiM ., , . 2M 

UltniF-Shiikipcrwi gccBTMphjrj'^Fiirt 

cfRiHim* . . . ,45 

Gn]4ii44iEi iJid Axiksxh^ tik of two 

iratKo iiiTW fed^tun , . 6l 

L'min AetiCr ^ ^tn rhff of AraiTj 

nickname for the liycLfu , * 45 

TJibjb=iril 4 Arabt ^ « .112 

U&Rjf “«*fffowcr . , * 119 

Uoyr^Ealriu . , , . 257 


VAjHErt^tofhamlwTinng * * 129 


VViktid = stoker ^ ^ 512 

Wiip = fciril) Gormw . . 159 

SVVl^SiiJni =Aiid here null rht 
matter - . . . . lOfI 

4Vailung9 iftcf cmcuatkip . 220 

Way fl/AIljii = oitiromp property 91 

Waxir“.Miiiiieef . 3 

kit o aiTT pa re d with^'^papidar 
viy of ncpra&ttig finiir iliSbetioe 37 

Wife cupJiEnuttkaJly ipuken of ue 
the wieidine , , r 67 

Window-girdci^g^ dd pmctiic in 
the Bmt . * , 301 

Wifvt iKabd “ viftHm axusSn J32 

kVlnc-dniilcjug riEEntca the P^lgnm- 

4ge-rfi£.f7 

Winn flying to xhc icBidp dV«t of cbe 
csdil after 1 heated roam . . 224 

Wine why itraincd? i. 27 

Wtfwit — ^"ubdieil temptatiun or 

iiu^ipcjTign « p IM 

Wommi lu^dmukaad . ■ IS3 

VVofiuicr tauwi l in every depth 551 

V.ValiMii = Gfilhii4ii, tl» beetiEiful 

ytnjthi of ParadiK . , 2H 

Witiu^bbtiMi — Isuer ebiotiiMU . 142 


VI Bk* fis =0 djitanl one, orphe^ 

^ eiTsa aUux «, . 41 

Yib^ —Ofcpal . . .313 

Yi h6 — O he* Swfc'i Ythoo! , 240 
Y ahii cti for Jew,, ke» polite thsn 
Banu Isrid , - . - HO 

Yi Khfiiati abter, in ad- 

di^-EOa^ the did , . 303 

Yi O unlucky one . 211 

Y'J hiri^O liaij (t™)* Miracwhai 

fTightbigly . 240 

Tl Sattif — Hu» wha Tdksz the 
ducredit^ttbk acoeis of Thy 

craatoti - . 253 

Y& Tmrjib ftt-Kyi ^ O timn 
raeplww of« gwd couile . . 303 

Yaum aUfd = ihc peat fatival . 317 

Ycaith dcKribed in cernu appli^ing 
to wwmew t . . I+I 


Wadt* AuglicI **!ralley** ^ * Si 

Wahah =wikldie3at and ifTvmynra 242 
Wakdlah; dduibod in Rlgrbnjigt 

i>>6a , , . . , 266 


Zdsfr^ Prefect of Police ^ ^ 219 

Zakit—kgal atma , , , 339 

ZajTsbur = clicom ^ , ,90 

Zemwn ■= water ultkk . . 234 
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Air Laylah wa Latiah. 


Ztkr = Gcuw HP ^ K ^ .114 

ZirUj«h==iiic*td]iBKd wfdi dcm^ 

indeed, CtiC, , . , .278 

Zir^rvl — vijil to * pm* pertc^ Of 
pirn p «... 125 

— tuhlntinm in tlie 

dwfx « » , - . IH 


2abb='peci» ^ ^ . .92 

Z4bb^=aaitvnffiir p . . 312 

Zdf=iuSc-bcKk , ^ , p 30® 

Zahn^ tn]mtue» want cf m 

cucurch'^t criffla « . » 190 

Zkirm^ih g-Atc^ raorc ontoolf Bih 
ZrtiUb * * * , 2ISS 
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